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SHOW BIZ NOSTALGIA PAYS OFF 








Taft-Hartley Labor Law Spurring 


Actor Unity in 


The actor’s “one big 
bandied about for years, is getting 
its biggest shot in the arm currently 
by a realization of all unions that 
they’ve got to stick together if 
they’re to negate the effects of the 
lgbor-restrictive Taft-Hartley Law. 
the parent talent union, the Asso- 
¢iated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica, plus its affiliate unions, is giv- 
ing its strongest consideration so far 
to the combined single-union idea. 
Their premise is that the actor can 
achieve his greatest victory in the 
current emergency by a stress on 
unity of all talent. 


There’s a strong possibility that 


the welding of the talent unions will | 


eventuate during the coming season. 


Much time and effort have been de- | 
voted to the planned merger of the | 


actor unions during the past few 
years but what seemed to be ir- 
reconcilable differences prevented 
consummation of the idea. It was 
once proposed that there be an over- 
all expansion of Equity to take in 
performers from all fields, but be- 
eause each individual union pre- 
ferred to retain its identity, the plan 
was tabled. Equity originally had 
jurisdiction in the other fields, ex- 
cept in vaudg and nightclubs. 
Expressed opinions are that the 
talent groups may be forced into a 
combined union, and it’s figured in 
some quarters that such a setup 
would rot only -be economically 
sound but a tactical solution to many 
Provisions of the new law. 





Market for Services 
Of Screenwriters Seen 
Frozen at Low Ebb 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Screenwriters are complaining 
that the market for their services is 
not only at a low point but seems 
likely to be frozen there. Screen 
Writers Guild execs’ say that writers 
currently employed by majors total 
258 as compared with 385 in June of 
last year. Number working for 
indies is now 178 which, Guild sa. s, 

1S up about 10% over July, 19/F. 
Chief worry of scripters, ho t, 
is that top-bracket writers, 20 
Previously have done a job or two 


at majors and then pulled out, are | 


— Staying on. Studios are show- 
on Stronger tendency to pick up 
options; result is that scripting work 


‘Ss in danger of being limited to 

small group, . 

eats guild membership totals 

te than 1,000 but of that number 

sb east 300 are generally unavail- 
le for assignment, 


Breather for ‘Electra’ Pic 


nie Hollywood, July 22. 
a “version of Eugene O‘Neill’s 
ourning Becomes Electra” will 
ave an intermission, the first such 
— since “Gone With the Wind.” 
KO picture will run about 


three hours, b (am ue 
» becau ’s 
refusal to cut. se of O'’Néill’s 











union,” + 


‘| Big Union’ Boost 





Levant as Disk Jock? 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Eyeing by name performers of 
disk jockey situations to harvest 
some of the hot coin being tossed 
around in that field, took a new twist 
| this week. Oscar Levant is reported 
interested in a disk stint—but in the 
longhair field. 

William Morris agency is repping 
| Levant in the expanding field of disk 
spinners. While Levant probably 
| wouldn’t be the first to ride herd on 
a stack of highbrow platters, it’s 
very probable that he would be the 
| first name in that ficld to turn to 
| such a chore. 


Removing Major 
Cause Won't Kull 
US. ASCAP Sut 


! Though the American Society of 
; Composers, Authors and Publishers 
has not yet been served with papers 
|in a suit instituted a month ago by 
ithe U. S. Department of Justice 
| charging ASCAP with being a mo- 
/nopoly and participant in a “world- 
wide cartel,” ASCAP chiefs do not 
expect the action to be dropped. 
Suit is based partially on the So- 
ciety’s membership in the Interna- 
tional Confederation of Authors and 
Composers, and because of this and 
| ASCAP’s advance knowledge of the 
suit, its representatives resigned 
from the ICAC in London the same 
day the Government suit was filed 
in N. Y. 

Though ASCAP’s move ostensibly 
eliminates a major portion of the 
Government’s complaint, the So- 
ciety’s attorneys, in expecting the 


(Continued on page 43) 


L’VILLE DISK JOCK 
LOYAL TO JAILED FAN 


Louisville, July 22. 
Jim Lounsbury, disk jockey on 
| “Kentucky Calls America,” midnight 




















‘to five a.m., proved his loyalty to a | 


fan last week when Norman “Willie” 
'Ramsey, of Lebanon, Ky., about 60 
miles from Louisville, was jailed for 
tuning in too loudly on the show. 
Ramsey’s neighbors had complained 
to the gendarmes. . 

When Lounsbury arrived with two 
other WHAS stafi members, he pre- 
sented Ramsey, who is slightly hard 
of hearing, with a pair of earphones. 
| By attaching them to his radio set, 
| the fan can listen to his favorite rec- 
ord jock without disturbing the 
peace. Lounsbury reimbursed his 
{admirer for the $14.65 fine he paid 





,in police court, and made a record- 
_ing of the police chief talking over | 


the episode with Ramsey, which he 
intends to play on his air stint. 


VEN AMUSEMENTS 
OF YESTERYEAR 


Show business is looking back 
over its shoulder and finding public 
nostalgia one of its biggest boxof- 
fice factors. The American public, 
keyed up by four years of war, has 
been seeking escape from that 
jazzed-up feeling by digging deep 
into its chest of souvenirs. Produc- 
ers in all phases of the entertain- 
ment industry have gambled on 
nostalgia, or show business of the 
past, and found it pays off in solid 
sugar. 


Al Jolson. Bulwarked by Columbia’s 
filmization of “The Jolson Story,” in 
which he sang many of the songs 
he made famous years ago, Jolson 
has again emerged as one of the top 
names in show biz. His Decca album 
of recordings was the first in history 
to go over the 1,000,000 mark in 
sales. 

Without benefit of his own radio 
show, Jolson raised the Hooperat- 
ings of every show on which. he 
guested and, after being pursued by 
every top-spending sponsor and ad 
agency in the industry, he was 
finally corralled to star on the 
“Kraft Music Hall” next fall. In 
addition, he’s now planning a sequel 
to “Jolson Story,” in which he 
| hopes to play himself. 

Success story inherent in the nos- 


(Continued on Page 18) 


Ed, Keenan Wynn 
15G Air Package 


The Philip -Morris programming 
plans for the fall, in a state of flux 
at the moment, reportedly find the 
ciggie client washing out on the 
Milton Berle Tuesday night NBC 
program and eyeing a new $15,000 
weekly comedy package starring Ed 
and Keenan (father and son) Wynn. 
Show has been packaged by A & S 
Lyons agency, with the high talent 
nut said to be the only facto. hold- 
ing up negotiations. Such a deal 
would mean loss of the account by 








Milton Biow, which has the Berle | 


show, to Cecil & Presbrey agency. 

NBC is also interested in pack- 
aging the Wynns for a comedy pro- 
gram. 

Ed Wynn is currently around New 
| York, staying close to the two-way 
negotiations and mulling a six-week 
vaude engagement for the fall. 


| — 
Jessel as Hollywood 


| Envoy to Be Feted 


| Georgie Jessel, as Hollywood's 
“best” goodwill ambassador, by vir- 
tue of his personal appearances and 
other war efforts, will be accoladed 
in Washington by the national Va- 
riety Clubs, Sept. 26, at a big testi- 
monial at the Hotel Mayflower, ac- 
cording to plans now in progress. 

The Chinese and Grand ballrooms 
|of the Mayflower would be taken 
over for the occasion. President 
| Truman is expected to attend. 








Kate Smith Sez Nix 


It’s not exactly a trade secret that 
General Foods and Kate Smith, after 
an association of many years via 
her CBS programming, parted under 
far from amiable circumstances. 
Miss Smith checked off her two GF 
programs several weeks back. 


become is revealed in the fact that 
GF wanted to join as a participating 





|op noontime show on Mutual. Miss 
; Smith said “no dice.” 


‘Jukebox’ Tele 


Impractical, Sez 
Farnsworth Prez 


Chicago, July 22. 

Arguments over practicality of 
“phone vision” again made _ the 
rounds last week when E. A. Nicho- 
las, president of Farnsworth Tele- 
vision and Radio Corp., assailed the 
“jukebox” television scheme of Eu- 
gene F. McDonald, president. of 
Zenith Radio Corp., before the con- 
vening members of the Farnsworth 
distributors convention. 

He branded “phone vision” as im- 
practical and unnecessary and called 
McDonald’s contention that 
sion must have a boxoffice as the 
| “same old bogey of early radio 
| days.” He cited the fact that “the 
_ free program system of radio has 
proved fully successful and _ satis- 
factory to all concerned, including 
the advertiser who pays the bill, and 


(Continued on page 42) 


‘ANNIE,’ ‘FINIAN,’ ‘BRIG.’ 
PAY INVESTORS FULLY 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Finian’s 
Rainbow” and “Brigadoon,” Broad- 
way’s musical leaders, will have fully 
, refunded the investments to their 
| backers. . Latest to come into the 
clear was “Brigadoon,” checks in 
full being distributed over the 
| weekend. Payoff on that show was 
one of the fastest on record, it hav- 
|ing more than recaptured its total 
cost by the end of the fourth month. 

“Brigadoon” cost $171,000, though 
$200,000 was put up by the backers. 
| On hand is a sinking fund amount- 
| ing to $42.090. 




















But just how serious the split has | 


televi- | 


Disbursements from | 


Johnston as Possible Dewey Sidekick 
Seen Aid in Hollywood Maneuvers 


+ Sudden emergence of Eric John- 


| ston as a possible vice-presidential 
|running-mate to Gov. Thomas E. 
| Dewey in the 1948 election is viewed 
| approvingly in the film industry. 
| It’s felt that the chance of the Mo- 
|tion Picture Assn. prexy’s holding 
| high office gives him added stature 
lin his current dealings on the in- 
| dustry’s behalf here and abroad. 
Johnston is due back this weekend 
|from a six-week tour of Europe. 
| Drive by politicos in his home state 
‘of Washington to have him yun with 


Best example is the comeback of | >8nkroller in Miss Smith’s new co-| pewey wasn’t disclosed until the 


| end of last week. Industry toppers 
| regret that the publicity didn’t come 
| sooner, as it would have’ been ex- 
ceptionally helpful throughout all 
of the European tour. 

Aside from the benefits derived 
from deference shown to the MPA 
chief because he might become an 
influential Government figure, the 
industry has always lookea on John- 
ston’s political ambitions with a 
somewhat jaundiced eye. There’s 
been a feeling that his actions have 
| been so conditioned by his hope of 
high office that his first thoughts 
haven't always been of the industry 
that pays him $100,000 a year to 
|look out for its interests. 

On the other hand, while Dewey, 
Harold E. Stassen, Gov. Earl War- 
ren of California and other would- 
| be chief execs have been touring the 
|country and confabbing with local 
politicos like mad, Johnston has 
appeared—on the®surface, at least— 
|; to have been inactive on the 1948 


(Continued on page 43) 


91 Subpoenas Out 
In Washington Quiz 
Of Hollywood Strike 


Washington, July 22. 

A minimum of two weeks of hear- 
ings on the long, dragged-out Holly- 
wood jurisdictional strike will be 
conducted by the House Labor sub- 
committee, which opens an investi- 
gation of the situation on the Coast 
Aug. 4, 

Rep. Carroll Kearns (R., Pa.), 
chairman of the sub-committee, re- 
veals that 91 subpoenas for the hear- 
ings are already out and that virtue 
ally every important figure con- 
nected with the rowing studio un- 
} ions, as well as studio execs, will go 
on the witness stand. “We will sit 
|six days a week and will have at 
least two weeks of sessions,” he ex- 

(Continued on page 2) 


Nickel Quiz Kidder 


Chicago, July 22. 
Telecoin Corp. of New York has 

















;now on will be actual profits. “Fin- introduced a new machine at coin- 
ian” has been on the boards six | machine show here. New nickel lure 
|months, and will recapture all of its | looks like a jukebox and takes coins 
| $220,000 investment in August. “An-| like a juke but, instead of giving 
jnie”’ was more costly to produce and a selection of tunes, offers a choice 
operate, but started registering ac-| of quiz-kid questions. 

itual profits last May, a year after| Per nickel, box offers five ques- 
ithe premiere. Show, which cost/tions. There are 60,000 different 
| $340,000, was backed by 20th-Fox, | mental-twisters to the accompani- 
|the other brace having Individual| ment of flashing red and green 
| investors. | lights. 


cect Casini 


i 
» 
4 
: 


2a) os pacman i 








ALE EARN Bsn Som 


3 





Films 


, nomical $316,000, 
and state taxes, a very nice $190,000,- 
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$1,130,000,000 Set Pace 


For Amusements in 1946 Income 





Washington, July 22. + 


Motion pictures maintained their 
wide margin as king of American 
amusements last year, on the basis 
of national income statistics issued 
Sunday (20) by the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 

Here is the story of the amuse- | 
ment biz, as told in government 
figures. | 

During 1946, $1,130,000,000 of the 
national income came from pix. An- 
other $214,000,000 came from radio 
broadcasting, and $656,000,000 from 
all other amusements and recreation. | 
Figures in each of the three cate- 
gories was an all-time high, the pre- | 
vious records having been set in| 
1945. 

Last year the public spent a 
record - busting $7,942,000,000, on 
every type of recreation and amuse- 
ment, of which spectator amuse- 
ments drew a gate of about $1,688,- 
000,000. There is no breakdown 
available yet~on how much went to 
film houses, but on the basis of 
similar figures for previous years, 


Little Miss Marker’s 
Genna Have a Baby 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Shirley Temple reveals she’s ex- 
pecting a baby next. January. She had 
advised David O. Selznick, to whom 


| she and her husband, John Agar, are 


under contract, that she wishes to 


| continue working as long as pos- 
| sible. 


Miss Temple is now on loanout to 
Argosy Pictures for “War Party.” 





Benny Heads Group 
* To Provide Shows 


For Disabled Vets 


Chicago, July 22. 
Headed by Jack Benny,: a new 
Hospitalized Veterans Foundation 
has formulated plans to assume some 
of the functions of the wartime USO 





the picture theatres probably took 
in about $1,350,000,000 of the total. 
Legit and opera together got an- 
other $90,000,000; and . professional 
sports probably grossed well over 
$40,000,00. 

This last figure includes admissions 
to horse and dogtracks but not the 
take of the pari mutuel machines. 
The mutuels netted an estimated 
$160,000,000 more. College football 
draws a bigger gate than generally 
realized. 
$48,000,000, to $50,000,000 last year, 
better than even pro baseball by 
nearly a two-to-one margin. 

Rest of the recreation expenditure 
went to such varied things as books, 
bowling, dancing, amusement parks, 
boating, purchase of musical instru- 
ments, photography, etc. 

Over $1,000,000,000, for instance, 
was spent by the public last year 
in the purchase of musical instru- 
ments, including radios, phonographs 
and records. Another $1,000,000,000 
went for magazines, newspapers and 
sheet music. 

In 1946, all branches of the film 
industry paid out a whopping $706,- 
000,000 in wages and salaries, which 
was well above the $550,000,000 of 
1945, the previous high. The broad- 
casters put out $133,000,000 for that 
purpose last year, while the total 
for all other amusements and recre- 
ations came to $468,000,000. In other 
words, pictures alone paid out more 
wages than every other branch of 
amusements combined. In addition 
to the above, pictures spent another 
$25,000,000 for old-age pensions, un- 
employment compensation, workmn’s 
compensation, etc., while radio put 
$9,000,000 in this, and the remain- 
ing amusements and recreations paid 
$13,000,000. 

Films Corporate $316,000,000 

Before taxes the corporate profits 
of pictures last year hit an astro- 
After Federal 


000 remained, of which $74,000,000 
was dished out in dividends. In 
addition, the industry kept for itself 
a plush cushion of $116,000,000 in 
undistributed profits. 

Broadcasting profits before taxes 
were $71,000,000, equalling the high 
reached in 1944. After taxes, this fell 
to $42,000,000, substantially above the 
$25,000,000 net of 1944, when the tax 
rates were higher. The broadcasters 
paid out dividends of $15,000,000 last 
year, greatest in the industry’s his- 
tory. 


ing to the Commerce Department 
figures, the corporate profits before 


taxes were a record-breaking $70.- | 


000,000 last year, falling away to 
$38,000,000 after the federal and state 
bites. A $15,000,000 melon was given 
to the stockholders. 

The various unincorporated en- 
terprises in the picture business 
had an income of $76.000,000—also 
a new record—last year. Unin- 
eorporated broadcasters had a 
take of $2,000,000. In the other 
branches of amusement, income of 
the unincorporated was a terrific 
$105,000,000. 





Miss Darnell in Swiss Alps 
Zurich, July 15. 
Combining business with pleasure. 
Linda Darnell, recently arrived from 


Paris, took in a press reception here , 


as well as the Locarno Film Festival. 


She now is vacationing at the Swiss | 


mountain resort at Zermatt. 

Garden party for Miss Darnell 
was arranged by 20th-Fox. Later, 
she went to Locarno to attend Swiss 
preem of “Darling Clementine.” 


In the other amusements, accord- | 


whereby it will arrange entertain- 
iment for disabled vets in nearly 200 
| nationwide yovernment hospitals 
land veterans’ homes. Foundation is 
| organizing a group of traveling units 
for the hospital circuit. 

Non-profit, non-sectarian and non- 
political, the foundation was organ- 
ized by such showbiz figures as Eddie 
Cantor, Perry Como, Herbert Mar- 


ishall, Joseph Cotten, Art Linkletter, 


Sophie Tucker, Larry Adler, Walter 


It was in the vicinity of| Pidgeon, Rudy Vallee and Sammy 


Kaye, among others. 

Board of directors is composed of 
some 60 prominent Americans from 
all business fields and all sections of 
the country. 





P.A.’s Up 33% 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Film players were 33% more ac- 
tive in entertaining at veterans hos- 
'pitals and charitable events during 
| the first half of 1947 than they were 
in the corresponding period last 





| year, according to George Murphy, | 


/chairman of the Hollywood Co-ordi- 
nating Committee. P 

Semi-annual report discloses. a 
total of 1,212 appearances. 





Sen. Taylor Uses 
‘Harvey’ to Rib Morse 


Washington, July 22. 

Senator Glen H. Taylor (D., Ida.), 
formerly in showbiz, not infrequent- 
‘ly turns to the stage for _picturesque 
lexamples, in his speeches on the 
| floor. “Harvey” is the latest to be so 
used. 
| The other day Taylor was ribbing 
Senatory Wayne Morse (R., Ore.), 
one of the most liberal of the Re- 





publicans, who believes there are_ 


quite a few other liberals in his 
| party. : 

“The Senator from Oregon,” said 
Taylor, “has repeatedly used the ex- 
|pression, ‘We Liberal Republicans’. 
|I think the Senator has a sort of 
'‘Harvey’ complex. Perhaps the sen- 
ators may have heard of the play on 
Broadway in which the principal 
actor has a friend, a large invisible 
‘rabbit. I think the liberal Republi- 
/cans to whom the senator refers are 
his ‘Harvey’. He likes to talk about 
‘them, and I suppose in his estimation 
they are big, but when we get down 
‘to bare facts, ‘Harvey’ just isn't 
| there.” 





-Blanchard-Davis 
Pic Winding Up 


Hollywood, July 22. 


| “On Parade,” Doc Blanchard- 


Glenn Davis football picture, being | 


produced by J@ehn W. Rogers and 
Harry Joe Brown under Bro-Rog 
banner for Film Classics release, is 
| scheduled to wind up next Monday 
' after 16-day shooting schedule. 
Started July 106, it’s being rushed 
through in order to get ex-West 


|Point pigsk'n stars back to Army | 
| duties, and to hit screen in time for | 


coming football season, 





portedly cut in for $50,000 apiece. 





Pix Again for Bev Bayne 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Silent film staf Beverly Bayne re- 
turns to pix, after 20-year absence, 
for Mark Hellinger’s “The Naked 
cas.” 

She's been in legit and radio work 
jin N. Y. for past 10 years. 


} 
| 


Budget on picture is close to $400.- | 
| 000, with Blanchard and Davis re- | 
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266th | WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“I can’t remember having enjoyed 


a show more.” 
CARY GRANT. 
Coming soon “Bill and Coo,” a Ken 
Murray production, featuring Bur- 
ton’s Birds, Republic release in 
Trucolor. - 


H' wood Plugged 


Twice in Congress 


Washington, July 22. 

Two top film industry plugs went 
into .the Congressional Record last 
week where they will be able to help 
counteract the sour inmpressions of 
Hollywood held by some members 
of Congress. ; 

Warm commendation for Warner 
| Bros. historical color shorts was 
read into the Record by Senator 
Edward Martin (R, Pa.), who com- 
mented on the series made a few 
years ago and now being revived: 

“This is a good time to take note 
of these fine productions. World af- 
fairs are in an uncertain state, and 
there is a tug-of-war between our 
kind of country and communistic 
dictatorship. Our people tend to 
take America for granted, and to 
forget why it came about and the 
heroism and sacrifice which went 
‘into making our nation’s greatness. 
i “So I am giad that this splendid 
‘series of motion pictures is avail- 
able. It is proper and fitting that 
Warner Bros. should be commended 
here in the United States Senate for 
this important contribution to good 
citizenship. It is an outstanding ex- 
‘ample of the kind of service that 
{motion pictures can render to the 
| nation.” 
| Two days earlier, Rep. Gordon L. 
| McDonough, of the Hollywood dis- 
| trict, inserted in the Appendix of 
the Record the speech which Louis 
B. Mayer delivered on “the motion 
picture and the world today” before 
,the newspaper advertising execu- 
' tives’. convention in Frisco. In an 
_introductory remark, McDonough 
commented: 

“It is good to know that one of 
the great leaders in this industry 
; fully realizes the tremendous influ- 
/ence that motion pictures have upon 
| the public mind and character, and 
| the need of the motion picture in- 
dustry carefully scrutinizing and 
publicizing its own releases to pro- 
tect the public welfare. 

“Clean wholesome motion: pictures 
can do a great deal of good.” 


BBC Gets a Comm’! 


Ronson lighters will get some free 
plugs on the non-commercial BBC 
next Saturday (26), when the British 
; network picks up Mutual's airing of 
| “20 Questions.” Reason for the pick- 
up is that Jack Train, English comic, 
currently visiting the U.S.. who sits 
on the panel of BBC’s version of “20 
Questions,” will be guesting on the 
Mutual program. 











} 





while the commercials are being 
aired—but can’t very well edit out 
the giveaways ef Ronson lighters 
during the quiz session. 


| N. Y. to L. A. 


Ann Corio 

Thea Dispecker 
W. Ray Johnston 
Burt Lancaster 
Gian-Catle Menotti 
Sigmund Romberg 
Lew Wasserman 


| 
} 





Arrivals in New York 
from Europe 


Joseph Auerbach, Eric Johnston, 
, Charles Lemac, Alexander Lieber- 





|man, Grad Sears, Joseph Siritzky, | Sydney and Betty Bex (Queen Eliza- Gregory Ratoff, 


} Helen Van Tongerson 


BBC will knock off the pickup 


Georgie Jessel, en route to San 


six shows a day. Thank Heaven 
I'm going to Lake Tahoe and just 


to Tahoe from there.” 
That night there was a dinner in 


Y'll get up with you because I hav 
The following morning Cantor 
Jessel, but since the latter had to 


“That was awfully nice of you, 


tion.” 

“Tll walk as far as the theatre 
five complete shows. 

Jessel left for New York. By mi 





go to the theatre and do five shows—and you're going on your vac 


Hello Eddie, This Is Georgie . .. 


Eddie Cantor has learned how not to have a vacation. 


Francisco to hypo the opening of 


his 20th-Fox production, “I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now.” went to 
say good-bye to Cantor, Cantor said, “I don’t envy you, doing five, 


I'm through for a while, not going 


to do a stitch of work until my radjo program starts in September, 


take it easy.” 


“Why don’t you ride with me as far as Frisco,” said Jessel, “and go 
So they left for San Francisco. 


Jessel’s honor, so Cantor stayed over 


to make an after-dinner speech. Jessel said, “That was awfully nice of 
you, Eddie. Have a good sleep and go to Lake Tahoe in the morning, 


e an 8 o’clock broadcast.” 
did the 8 o'clock broadcast with 
do another one at 10 in the same 


building, Cantor stayed over and appeared on that show. 


Eddie,” said Jessel. “Now I gotta 


with you,” Cantor replied. He did 


stake he says he took Cantor's vaca- 


tion bag, with the bathing suits and suntan. At last reports, according 
to Jessel, Cantor was still on the stage in San Francisco. # 








_ seems 











H’wood Subpoenas 


Continued from: page I 
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plained. “I expect to have such top 
leaders as Walsh and Sorrell before 
us to tell their sides of the story. 

Other developments: 

1, Kearns will have James C. 
Petrillo here this week for a private 
conference on getting the American 
Federation of Musicians straightened 


out with the music educators. The 
invitation to Petrillo went out last 
Thursday (17). 


2. The probe on the Coast will go 
intensively into the contracts be- 
tween Petrillo and the studios. 
Kearns wants to determine basic 
responsibility for the inclusion of 
the clause barring film soundtracks 
from television. Kearns wants to 
find out whether it was wholly 
Petrillo’s idea of whether film big- 
gies, afraid of the competition of 
video, are trying to stymie the com- 
petition. 

3. Father George Dunne, West 
Coast priest, was in town last week, 
seeking a solution to the studio 
Strike. He conferred with Kearns 
and Rep. Fred A. Hartley, Jr. (R., 
N. J.), chairman of the House Labor 
committee. Dunne proposed several 
points on which mediation may be 
based Dunne contends that the 
studio heads and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ers are responsible for continuance 
of the strike and feels there is much 
justice on the side of the Conference 
of Studio Unions. He failed to make 
too much of an impression upon the 
congressmen, although the sub-com- 
mittee will have his ideas in mind 
when the hearings open in L. A. 
next month. Father Dunne also 
conferred here with William L. 
Green, AFL prexy, in an effort to 
find a formula for the studio strike. 
However, nothing came of this 
either. The AFL for weeks has had 
a special committee seeking to find 
a way to end jurisdictional strikes, 
with particular emphasis on the one 
in the film industry. 

4. Kearns is trying to persuade 
Hartley to sit on the Coast with the 
sub-committee. ° 





Defer Copyright a 
Hearings Until 
Next Winter 


Washington, July 22. 





|. The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is not expected to begin 
| hearings on the new Inter-American 
Copyright Convention until next 


| January or February, it was ine 
dicated here after the convention 
was introduced in the Senate last 
| Thursday (17). The agreement was 
; worked out in 1946 and signed on 
| June 22 of last year by the U. §. 
and the other 20 American republics. 
| Since then it had been under wraps 
| of secrecy. 
| Both the film and broadcasting in- 
idustries are raising objections to 
some phases of the bill and have de- 
|manded publie hearings before this 
‘country acts finally. Probably the 
most highly controversial section is 
| Article II, which declares: 

“The author of any copyrighted 
| work, in disposing of his copyright 
| therein by sale, assignment, or 
| otherwise, retains the right to claim 
the paternity of the work and to op- 
pose any modification or use of it 
| which is prejudicial to his reputation 
_@s an author, unless he has con- 
sented, or consents before, at the 
time, or after the modification or 
| use is made, to dispose of or waive 
|this right in accordance with the 
| provisions of the law of the state 
, where the contract is made.” Feel- 
‘ing is that this might considerably 
hobble the makers of a motion pic- 
ture, for example. 

Operation prevents an _ author’s 
rights from being shog from under 
|him Article 5 which states that: 
| “All translations, adaptations. come 
|pilations, arrangements, abridgee 
/ments, dramatizations or other vere 
sions of literary,. scientific, and ar- 
| tistic works, including photographie 
and cinematographic adaptations, 
shall be protected as original works, 
without prejudice to the copyright 
in the original works.” 





5.The Labor sub-committee, con- | 


tend to ask the House Un-American 
Activities Committee to delve into 
the studio strike. “As far as I am 
concerned,” commented Kearns, “I 
feel there is probably more for the 


to investigate among the stars and 
high-salaried people than among the 
labor group. If we find any commu- 
nism angle, of course we shall bring 
that out. However, that is not why 
we are going out there.” 
Name 2 FBI Aides 
Stepping up preparation for late 








,as (R., N. J.), chairman of the House 


| Un-American Activities Committee, | 
yesterday (21) announced appoint- | 
ment of two former FBI agents to | 


push the committee's Coast probe. 


L. A. for a number of years and a 
graduate of University of Southern 


ed special investigator for California. 
A. B. Leckie, another FBI man on 
the Coast, was appointed to aid 
Smith. Latter was in town last week 
conferring with ‘Thomas. 














Sailings 
July 29 (New York to London) 
Billy Wilder (America) 
| Aug. 7 (London to New York) 





| beth) 


| trary to some reports, does not in- | 


Un-American Activities Committee | 


September hearings on Communism | 
_in Hollywood, Rep. J. Parnell Thom- | 


H. A. Smith, former FBI agent in| 


California Law School, was appoint- | 


L. A. to N. Y. 


William Bendix 
Bruce Cabot 
Erik Charell 
Jack Conant 
David Diamond 
James Englander 
Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Norman Freeman 
Eva Gabor 
Sid Garfield 
Benny Goodman 
James R. Grainger 
Cary Grant 
Steve Hannagan 
June Haver 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr 
Leigh Jason 
George Jessel 
David Jones 
| Dr. Herbert T. Kalmis 
Charles Korvin 
Earl McClintock 
| Jeannie McKeon 
| Colin Miller 
; Elliott Nugent 
Luis Oliveira 
| Sherry O’Neil 
| Arthur’Pincus 
Robert Ryan 
| Bernard L. Schube: 
| Fred Uliman, Jr. 
| Duke Waies 
' 


E. J. Wolfson 





By Air to Europe | 
Don Golenpaul. Sonja Henle, 
Dario Sab: tella, 


Lisa Sergio 
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Metro Seeks to Win Over Disney 
To Indie Stable; O'Brien as Lure 


Metro is on the make to add Walt 


Disney Productions to its list of big 
indie producers. With a Disney 
four-picture commitment to RKO, 
three down and one to go, M-G is 
currently flirting the animator in an 


effort to win him over to Metro as | 
re- | 


worldwide distrib outlet, it’s 
liably reported. Initial bait on the 
hook, it’s understood, is an offer by 
Metro for the use of Margaret 
O’Brien, moppet star, to play the 
lead in Disney’s forthcoming “Alice 
in Wonderland.” 

M-G wants to take on distribution 
of “Alice,” figuring the pic’s foreign 
b.o. pull should be terrific. Com- 
pany prides itself on its overseas 
take, which is still tops in the biz, 
and thinks the combo with Disney, 
who rates high abroad, to be a 
natural. Company would like to 
take over on future Disney feature 
production in addition to the ani- 
mator’s program of 16 shorts yearly, 
it’s said, with “Alice” as leadoff in a 
distribution deal. 

Since Disney has strong ties to 
RKO, it’s still problematical whether 
he'll accept any such proposition. 
He and RKO, however, have failed 
to date to reach agreement on the 
major’s proposal to lease the Disney 
lot for a number of pix including 
“Miracle of the Bells.” Protracted 
negotiations have been carried on 
for a number of months without re- 
6ults. 

Disney, it’s understood, as price 
for leasing the lot, which holds two 
sound stages plus two more under 
construction, wants RKO to take 
over part of the heavy coin belong- 
ing to the animator and now frozen 
in foreign cities. He’s asking RKO 
to advance cash in the neighborhood 
of $1,000,000 in return for a transfer 
of that sum overseas to the com- 
pany. So far, RKO has refused to 
go for the deal. 

When Disney turns over “So Dear 
to My Heart” to RKO before the 
year is up, his pact with the latter 
expires. His agreement called for 
four pix. First two were “Make 
Mine Music” and “Song of the 
South,” already released. Third, 
“Fun and Fancy Free,” will hit the 
screens this fall. 


Story Backlog Builds 
* As Studios Postpone 
Pix Until Next Year 


_ Hollywood, July 22. 

Hollywood studios rapidly are 
storing up backlog of story prop- 
erties for production next year, set 
back from announced start this year 
by variety of reasons. Nearly every 
studio on Coast has one or more 
which originally was to have gone 
this year, but now is slated for film- 
ing next season. 

Metro had planned to put “Green 
Mansions” before cameras during 
1947, but starting date now has been 
set back until some time next year. 
Intention is to send troupe to Vene- 
zuela for Pandro Berman production. 
i Twentieth-Fox has announced that 

Chicken Every Sunday” is off the 
slate this year. Several weeks ago, 
announcement was formally issued 
that due to advanced costs of pro- 
duction, and high budget which 
necessarily would be needed, “Black 
Rose” had been postponed until next 
Spring by 20th. 

Another feature which 20th-Fox 
has Set back until next season, 
necessitated by script trouble, is 

Down to the Sea in Ships.” Pic- 
ture was scheduled originally for this 
year, but difficulty in whipping cer- 
tain story problems—which now 

(Continued on page 23) 


Lazarus Back to N. Y. 


Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., United Artists 
Pub-ad chief, has been forced to 
cancel his slated Banff vacation by 
necessity of drawing up campaigns 
for heavy quantity of upcoming 
Product and by general company un- 
certainty. He was supposed to have 
left from the Coast over the week- 
end for the Canadian resort. 

Current plans are for him to re- 
turn to his New York headquarters 
the middle of next week. 











UL Sets Up One-Pic 
| Deal for John Mills 
| 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Universal-International is setting 
up a one-picture deal for British 
actor John Mills, here on two-week 
| vacation as house guest of Rex Har- 
rison and Lilli Palmer after personal 
appearances in the east with J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s. “Great Expectations,” 
in which he’s starred. Mills recently 
signed a straight seven-year contract 
with Rank. 

Setup for Mills is pa 
long range lend-lease p 
Hollywood. 


t of Rank’s 
ogram with 


r 
r 





Korda Stresses 
British Quality As 
Key to World Mkt. 


London, July 22. 

It’s not the quantity but the 
quality of films produced by the 
British that will determine their in- 
come on the world market, Sir 
Alexander Korda declared in a 
lengthy letter to The Times of Lon- 
don last Friday (18). The letter 
grew out of a publicly-aired dispute 
on how many pix the British indus- 
try could turn out. 

“If the British film industry is to 
live and prosper, it does not have 
to produce an enormous number of 
films,” Korda wrote. “What it must 
dco is to produce as many films as 
it can of the highest. possible 
quality.” 

Noting that creative manpower 
was increasing, the producer 
prophesied that from now on, Brit- 
ain should be able to turn out ap- 
proximately cne-third of the films 
needed to keep its theatres alight. 
If the pix are good, he said, by 1949 
they should bring in from the ex- 
port and Empire market about a 
third of the money American films 
are costing the country today. 

“It might be interesting to note,” 
Korda added, “that out of all the 
films available in this country about 
the top 25% earn something like 
75% of the gross. The remainder 
earn the remaining 25%.” 

Declaring that “if we can send to 
America films the American public 
likes and which are profitable to 
show,” Korda said, “there will be 
no resistance, organized or not, to 

(Continued on page 25) 


BROADWAY P.A.’S PUT 
DUKES INTO PIC BIZ 


A pair of Broadway press agents 
have put Duke International, New 
York export-import firm headed by 
Angier Biddle Duke and Anthony 
Drexel Duke, into the pictures busi- 
ness. William Friedberg and Alfred 
Katz, who were flacking for the firm, 
have been financed by it in purchase 
of American rights to a French film, 
“Voyage of Surprise.” 


Duke has also purchased Brazilian 
rights to a Mexican-made, “Pepita 
Jimenez,” with F&K sharing in the 
profits. Deal has been made with 
United Artists to handle the release 
in Brazil. 

Duke was in abortive negotiations 
last fall for entry into the film biz. 
Company talked with Frederick 
Brisson on financing production of 
Independent Artists, indie unit 
owned by Brisson and his wife, 
Rosalind Russell. 

Denise and Roland Tual, producers 
of “Voyage,” started the chain that 
got Duke International into the new 
deal after meeting F&K in New 
| York and Mexico last year. They 
proffered American rights to the 
p.a.s. and Duke offered to put up the 
necessary coin. As a result Fried- 
berg went to Paris last January to 
‘close the deal. Film is now playing 
lin France, where it has received ex- 
| cellent notices. 








PLAY “EM ANYWAY 
TN GET PRESTIGE 


Slump at film boxoffices on Broad- 
| way recently presents producers and 





ldistribs with a peculiar paradox. 


© 


BIGGER GAMBLE ON B’WAY DATES 











f : : ’ 
They are virtually certain before 


|they even open a picture in any one 


; . ‘ . | 
lof half the first-runners on the Stem | 


| that they'll take a loss on the en- 
| gagement. 

Aside from the occasional picture 
| that squeezes out an exceptional run, 
distrib is almost positive to end up 
in the red ink department when he 
opens currently at the Broadway, 
Globe, Gotham, Park Avenue, Rivoli, 
Victoria, Winter Garden and State 
(when it plays first-runs). These are 
the only theatres available to a good 
many indie producers, and even the 
majors must frequently play some 
of their product in them. 

There are a flock of reasons why— 
despite the fact that producers and 
distribs know they are going to take 
a loss—that they choose to have a 
first-run engagement on Broadway. 
Reasons run all the way from pure 
producer vanity to good, hard busi- 
ness sense. And not the least of 
them, of course, is the old saying: 
“Hope springs eternal in the human 
breast.” Almost every producer, no 
matter what the previous experience 
with his picture may have been, re- 
tains that little glimmer of hope that 
it might be the exception which 
overcomes the critics’ needles and 
knocks ’em dead on Manhattan’s 
Main strget. 

Cause of the almost sure loss at 
the eight Broadway houses is the 
terms they offer, plus the advertising 
burden the producer must shoulder 

(Continued on page 23) 


Eyssell Sees Music Hall 
Gross Topping $7,000,000 
Despite General B.0. Dip 


Despite the current dip at theatre 
boxoffices generally, the Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y., is heading for its 


higgest year in point of gross busi- 
ness. G. S. Eyssell, managing direc- 
tor of the Hall, anticipates the gross 
revenue for 1947 will be in excess 
of $7,000,000. 


Last year, the Hall’s total was 
slightly under that figure. The the- 
atre already has rolled up $4,026,000 
to date, based on Variety weekly 
actual figures and predicated on an 
estimate of $113,000 for “Ghost and 
Mrs. Muir” (20th), in fourth week 
ending today (Wed.). 

Eyssell said he is convinced that 


(Continued from page 18) 





| WB Drops Proposed 
Bix Beiderbecke Biog 


Hollywood, July 22. 
“Young Man With A Horn” 
|been dropped from Warners’ 
|duction schedule. Difficulties 
| script on Dorothy Baker 
'based on life of late trumpeter, Bix 
| Beiderbecke, reportedly cancelled 
Iwine 
; Mar. 


Jerry Wald was to have produced. 


has 
pro- 





50 Documentaries 


For Film Industry 


Joint industry promotional job of 
the Motion Picture Assn, and the 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences calls for the production 
of 50 documentary shorts to be dis- 
tributed throughout the country, 
according to Grant Leenhouts, newly 
| tagged coordinator-producer of the 
project. In knocking out the shorts, 
Leenhouts said, he’ll have a call on 
all stars or lesser players from any 
studio. He can also put the bee on 
top directors, scripters and techni- 
cians of any major. 


Leenhouts heads for the. Coast 
Aug. 1 to take up his new chores. 
A board consisting of N. Peter Rath- 
von, RKO’s prexy, representing the 
producers, and a delegate from each 
of the Guilds will supervise his 
work, new exec said. His contract 
runs for a year with the understand- 
ing it’ll be renewed if the job suits 
both ways. 

Any players, writers, etc., chip- 
ping in on the briefies will be paid 
for their work, Leenhouts added. 
All shorts are intended to depict one 
phase or another of the industry 
with the idea of explaining its work- 
ings to the public, 


First group of shorts will concen- 
trate on the exhib’s part in the film 
biz., “My idea for a first short is one 
showing a smalltown exhibitor and 
the important role he plays in the 
community,” Leenhouts declared. 


Leenhouts was recently in charge 
of the Navy’s training film produc- 
tion program. Prior to that he was 
a writer who secured recognition 
after a stint in the merchant marine. 





| 











Heavy rainfall, which ended the 
year’s first long heatwave this year 
in many keys, is helping exhibitors 
this session. But return of hot 
weather to Los Angeles and other 
far west cities js clipping biz. How- 
ever, it will not keep “The Huck- 
sters”’ (M-G) from soaring to a 
huge nation-wide total, Gable-Kerr 
opus being spotted in 17 theatres of 
keys covered this week by Variety. 


“Hucksters” is pacing Boston, Det- 
troit, Cincinnati, Buffalo, Denver, 
Seattle, L. A., Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. Picture is not lagging in 
any other of the big keys, ranging 
from fine to sock or record. It will 
hit a new high in K.C. and a non- 
holiday record in N. Y. 


Others in the Big Six list are 
“Perils of Pauline” (Par), “Wonder 


Who’s Kissing Her Now” (20th), 
“Dear Ruth” (Par), “Possessed” 
(WB) and “Brute Force” (U), 


standing nationally being based on 
strength shown in various playdates 
and number of spots playing. Honors 








stanza. - 
Despite its holdover position in 
most key cities this week “Ruth” is 


are badly divided among others this | 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Cooler Weather Helps Biz — ‘Hucksters,’ ‘Perils,’ 
+ ‘Kissing,’ ‘Ruth,’ ‘Possessed’ Pace Field 


baffling veteran exhibitors by its 
staying power. In many spots, pic- 
ture has been doing better or equal- 
ling “California” and “Two Years 
Before the Mast,” two recent top 
grossers of Paramount. Radio adver- 
tising has been used in many cities 
to tip the public off, this method be- 
ing especially effective in K.C. 
where it’s still strong in third ses- 
sion. Word-of-mouth has _ helped 
film to big extended runs. 


“Brute Force,” with new record 


in N. Y., shapes as one of top new | 
entries, total from five L.A. houses | 


giving it a sock total this frame. 


“Possessed” is getting out into keys | 


this week, being okay in L. A., nice 
in Boston and solid in St. Louis. 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par), “Cry 
Wolf” (WB) and “Won't Believe 
Me” (RKO) shape as ace newcoiners 
likely to be heard from in greater 
degree in the future. First-named is 
doing colossal biz at Frisco small- 
seater and leader in Minneapolis. 


“Believe Me” is collecting nice coin | 


in some four cities currently. “Wolf” 
looks big on N. Y. preem. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on’ 


Pages 14-16). 


with | 
novel, | 


Slated as Ballyhoo 


| 


| 


| 
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New Plan Would Return UA 
To Producer Co-op in Buyout 
From Co. of Chaplin, Pickford 


* Sweeping, new 


plan to return 
| United Artists to its original status 
as a cooperative of its producers is 
being discussed on the Coast this 
week with some of the producers by 
Jacques Grinieff, New York financier 
and foreign distrib. Under Grinieff’s 
| comprehensive scheme, for which he 
| would set the financing, the indies 
|; could take over from, and pay off 
|owners Charles Chaplin and Mary 
Pickford without advancing any 
leoin of their own. 

Meantime, however, it has 
authoritatively learned, that, despite 
announcements to the contrary, the 
group headed by Si Fabian and 
Serge Semenenko still is making ac- 
tive efforts to close a deal for pur- 
chase of UA control. Semenenko, 
Boston banker, is presently on the 
| Coast continuing with negotiations. 
The Fabian-Semenenko activities, 
as a matter of fact, are keeping 
Grinieff from presenting his plan 
officially to the UA producers or 
owners. He has been associated with 
Semenenko in several deals and 
will not step in unless, and until, 
| the Fabian-Semenenko deal is fin- 
|ally buried, Despite their previous 
association. Semenenko is not in- 
volved with Grinieff in the latter’s 
UA plan. It is possible, however, 
that the First National Bank of 
Boston, of which Semenenko is v.p., 
might provide part of the financing. 

Grinief#s plan is to form three 
companies out of UA. One would be 
a U.S. distrib, one an overseas dis- 


(Continued on page 11) 


SKOURAS HEADS GROUP 
TO CANADA SALES MEET 


Contingent of 20th-Fox homeoffice 
executives, headed by prexy Spyros 
Skouras and sales manager Andy 
Smith, Jr., is slated to leave for 
Toronto tomorrow (Thursday) to at- 
tend a two-day meet of 20th’s Cana- 
dian sales force Friday and Satur- 
day. 

Accompanying Skouras and Smith 
on the trip will be assistant general 
salesmanager William C. Gehring, 
shorts salesmanager Peter G. Leva- 
thes and Martin Moskowitz, exec as- 
sistant to Smith. Group will lead 
discussions on merchandising 20th’s 
upcoming production crop. 
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with 


RITA JOHNSON-ton rowers 


Directed by IRVING PICHEL + Produced by JOAN HARRISON 
Screen Play by JONATHAN LATIMER - Based on the Story by GORDON McDONELL 


RKO 
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_ Hollywood Reporter Says It! 
 “Pylls no punches... very ably directed 
and stalwartly performed.” 





oo | Daily Variety Says It! 
. Rates as moneymaker. . . Smash finish 
*» will leave audiences talking.” 


AfX 
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Boxoffice Says It! 


“Slick and brittle, with an emotional wal- 
lop that will have the customers tense with 
interest and suspense . . . Rates high... 
Gold-assurance of plenty of business.” 


M. P. Herald Says It! 


“Tense and exciting ...climaxed by a 
spectacular conclusion... Many dramatic 
moments, well presented by able per- 
formers.”’ 


M. P. Daily Says it! 


“Suspense thriller in the Hitchcock tradi- 
tion .. . Highly polished, well-stacked with 
names ... aimed at sizable grosses.” 


Film Daily Says Ii! 


“Has names and performances to lift it well 
over mark . . . Unfolds in solid, engrossing 
style that mounts to sharp, exciting con- 
clusion.” 


‘The Exhibitor Says It! : 
“Absorbing drama... holds interest all 
__ the way ... rates with the better entries of 
its kind.” ; 


= 


The Independent Says It! 


“Good performances, high production val- 
ves and a strong, surprise finale.” 


Film Bulletin Says It! 


“Exploitable and suspenseful . . . engross- 
ing character study.” 


Showmen’s Trade Review Says It! 


“One of the most suspenseful and thrilling 
dramas ever to come out of Hollywood... 
Should be a humdinger at ticket windows, 
coast to coast, large houses or small.” 
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ATA MPTOA Effect Unification By 
Tabling Question on Trade Practices 





Agreement to 
Theatres Assn. and the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America 
into one organization, reached over 
the weekend, was effected by tabling 
the hot trade practices question. 
Makeshift compromise which made 
the merger possible permits the two 
groups to continue as entities and 
push their separate pleas for relief 
with the U. S. Supreme Court when 
the anti-trust suit comes up for hear- 
ing in the fall. Officials concede, 
however; that the question of 
whether the new group, labelled 
Theatre Owners of America, will 
launch into intra-industry problems, 
must be threshed out before the year 
is up. 

Compromise was pulled out of the 
hat by the duo’s boards at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., to hold the affiliates in 
line and still make the marriage of 
the groups possible. Affiliate -cir- 
cuits had threatened to walk if the 
new oufit took a stand in favor of 
continuing ATA’s intervention in the 
Government action. They’re mem- 
bers of MPTOA but several, notably 
RKO and Loew’s, left ATA because 
of the latter’s intervention stand. 


Resolution unanimously adopted 
by the boards of both org: provided 
for merger subject to ratificetion of 
rank-and-file at a convention set for 
Washington in September. Affiliate 
reps, including Malcolm Kingsberg 
and Major Leroy Thompson of RKO; 


Joseph Vogel and Oscar Doob, 
Loew’s; Dan Michalove, National 
Theatres, and Leonard Goldenson, 


Paramount, joined in approving the 
merger. 


A shell will be maintained of both 
groups to permit ATA to intervene 
and MPTOA to file a brief, amicus 
curiae. During the meet, discussions 
of whether TOA should handle trade 
practices were kicked around and 
then shelved for the time being. It’s 
understood that a number of toppers 
in each group think it’s impossible 
to lay off that touchy subject for 
long. Point is also made _ that 
National Allied will make inroads on 
the new group’s membership unless 
TOA ultimately makes entry into 
the field. 

Officers and directors of both ATA 
and MPTOA will constitute an in- 
terim board to complete plans for 
the welding. Real work will be in 
the hands of a managing committee 
set up a. the end of the confabs. 
That body consists of Si Fabian, 
Fred Wehrenberg, Ted Gamble, 
Lewen Pizor, E. V. Richards, Harry 
Lowenstein, Robert W. Coyne and 
Herman M. Levy. 

TOA will have an initial member- 
ship of from 8,000 to 9,000 theatres, 
making it the top exhib outfit in the 
country. ATA currently claims 6,300 
theatres and MPTOA 6,000, but 
there’s considerable overlapping. 
Membership includes some 2,500 af- 
filiates. 


‘Joan’ Using 5 Stages, 
May Force Hal Roach 
Out of His Own Studio 


Hal Roach, who owns one of the 
most active rental studios on the 
Coast, may find himself in the 
peculiar position of having to rent 
outside space for his own production 
when he’s ready to start shooting 
again in September. Roach has con- 
tracted his studio to the Walter 
Wanger - Ingrid Bergman - Victor 
Fleming unit making “Joan of Lor- 
raine.” Pic was to have started 
shooting Monday (14), but is de- 
layed. 

Roach was prepping a late summer 
start for the next of his “Comedy 
Carnival” streamliners in color, “Mr. 
Wilmer.” All five stages on the lot, 
it now appears, however, will be in 
use for “Joan.” So Roach may be 
forced off his own lot to maintain 
his schedule. 

Producer is now in the east. He 
returns to New York today (Wednes- 
day) from a vacation with his wife 
in Canada and next week will begin 
a swing around United Artists ex- 
changes to promote interest in the 
first two pairs of releases in his 
“C.C.” He'll be accompanied on the 
tour by Jules Seltzer, who came 
east with him. 


U’s $1.06 Divvy 
~ Universal’s board of directors has 
declared a dividend of $1.06% per 
share on the 4%% cumulative pre- 
ferred stock. 
Melon is payable Sept. 1 to stock- 
holders of record Aug. 15. 








weld American? 


Prexy Snag 

Three most likely candidates 
for prexy of Theatre Owners of 
America, national exhib group 
emerging from the merger of 
the Amczrican Theatres Assn. 
and Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, disqualified 


themselves during the joint 
board meet in New York. Si 
Fabian, ATA prexy; Ted Gam- 


ble, board chairman of the group; 
and Fred Wehrenberg, MPTOA 
prez, each in turn refused to run 
for the office, telling the con- 
ferees they were not available. 

Indications are that none of 
the trio will back down on the 
nix despite pressure to win them 
over. Name of Bob O’Donnell, 
topper of Interstate Circuit, is fig- 
uring in current’ speculation. 
Biggest hurdle to his selection is 
his status as a Paramount part- 
ner,,since there’s considerable 
suspicion directed against any 
hookup with a major. 

Convention to ratify the mer- 
ger deal will be held in Wash- 
ington, Sept. 22-23, at the Hotel 
Shoreham. There’s the possi- 
bility of considerable election- 
eering at that time. 


McClure Choice 
Eases Overseas 
Picture Situation 


Tremendous simplification of the 
industry’s problem of selection of 
pictures for occupied countries is re- 
sulting from assignment three weeks 
ago by the Army of Brig. Gen. R6ob- 
ert A. McClure to head the New 
York field office of the Civil Affairs 
Division. General McClure was for- 
merly in charge of the Information 
Control Division in Germany, han- 
dling films, press and radio, and so is 
thoroughly familiar with the selec- 
tion problem. 

Industry, through the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn., which handles the 
occupied areas for the eight majors, 
has been in a practically continuous 
hassle with the Army and State 
Dept. since the end of the war on 
selection of films. Pix have to be 
okayed by State Dept. the War 
Dept., commanders in the various 
areas and the companies themselves. 
The battling among the various 
groups was frequently hot, heavy 
and protracted, with the result that 
only about 80 pictures have gone 
abroad so far. 

General McClure’s takeover of the 
newly-created New York field post 
immediately began to clear the situ- 
ation. He has the final say on what 
goes over and funnels the various 
okays of the other groups. In addi- 
tion, the MPEA has appointed a liai- 

(Continued on page 25) 


20TH’S 1ST-RUN PITCH 
FOR N. Y. MAYFAIR 


Twentieth-Fox, which begins slot- 
ting some of its top product into 
Brandt’s Mayfair theatre on Broad- 
way Aug. 15, expects to encounter 
considerable difficulty in convinc- 
ing filmgoers that the house has been 
converted to a first-run operation. 
Brandt has used it as a third and 
fourth-run house and, before that, 
Loew’s operated it third-run. 

.To emphasize the Mayfair’s new 
status as a long-run showcase, 20th 
is planning a special publicity cam- 
paign that will break prior to the 
opening of its first film there. Teeoff 
picture has not been selected but 
it’s expected to be “Bob, Son of 
Battle,” Technicolor opus that was 
canceled out of the Roxy, N. Y., 
last week to be taken back to the 
studio for a change of title. “Kiss of 
Death” which was recently filmed 
in N. Y., will probably follow, with 
possibility that roadshows of “For- 
ever Amber” and “Captain from 
Castile” will also go into the May- 
fair. 














Woodworth Back in Pix 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Marjorie Woodworth, who bowed 
out of films to travel with USO 
Camp Shows, is set to return to 
screen with featured role in Colum- 





bia’s “Devil Ship.” 














Currently appearing on stage and 
screen (“Riff-Raff”) at the Golden 
Gate theatre in San Francisco. 
Thanks to Harry Romm and 

Dan Friendly 








M-G Africa Pact 
Aimed at Rank 


In a move reportedly designed to 
offset J. Arthur Rank’s recent dis- 
tribution deal with African Consoli- 
dated Theatres, Loew’s International 
has extended its contract for 10 
years with that circuit for the play- 
ing of all Metro releases. 

Metro is thus believed to be in an 
especially favorable position in 
Africa, as far as other companies 
are concerned. Circuit, headed up 
by I. W. Schlesinger, recently inked 
a merger with Rank which included 
a clause that the British producer’s 
films must get terms equal to the 
best given any other company’s. 
Loew’s new franchise, however, 
guarantees Metro films at least as 
much playing time as they received 
under the old deal and, since it pre- 
dates the Rank pact, it is not sub- 
ject to the Rank “favored-picture” 
policy. It was for this reason that 


Samuel Goldwyn recently turned 
over distribution of four films in 
Africa to Loew’s. 


Deal was consummated in N. Y. 
Monday (21) by Arthur M. Loew, 
prexy of Loew’s International, and 
Schlesinger. Loew’s already operates 
firstrun showcase theatres in Johan- 
nesburg and Durban, and also serves 
most of the indie theatres in Africa. 
New pact now assures Metro play- 
dates for 10 years also in South 
Africa, British Southwest Africa, 
Rhodesia, Tanganyika and Kenya, 
covering not only present Schlesing- 


be built during the circuit’s long- 
range building program. Enterprise 
Productions, distributed abroad by 
Loew’s International, are also in- 
cluded in the deal. 


Metro product has played Schle- 
singer theatres for the last 12 years 
but only on short-term contracts 
until now. New pact gives Metro 
exclusive playing time in several of 
the circuit’s theatres. . 





Theatre Tele 2 Yoors Off, 
Film Council Reports 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Practical use of television in 
theatres is still a good way off and 
its development will require more 
than the two years predicted by 
equipment manufacturers, accord- 
ing to a report by the Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 

Report was turned in by Thomas 
Moulton, 20th-Fox; John Aalberg, 
RKO; Daniel Bloomberg, Republic; 
Farciot Edouart, Paramount; Ber- 
nard Herzbrun, Universal-Interna- 
tional; Nathan Levinson, Warners; 
John Lividary, Columbia; Elmer 
Raguse, Hal Roach; Gordon Sawyer, 
Goldwyn, and Douglas Shearer, 
Metro. 





55 FOR MONO-AA 
With their joint national three-day 
convention winding up in Gamdiane 
City Saturday (19), Monogram and 
Allied Artists Productions an- 
Lnounced a combined program of. 
some 55 features for 1947-48. 
More than 100 delegates attended 





' also 
er theatres but also any that may 


Metro’s 407, Dive in 3rd-Quarter Net 
Shows Upped Costs Cutting the Take 


7% 





Disney Story Huddle 


Walt Disney scripter Larry Wat- 
kin is due in New York Friday (25) 
for huddles with Al Sindlinger, of 
New Entertainment Workshop, prior 
to Watkin’s departure for Ireland. 
He’s to do research in Eire on “The 
Little People,” story of leprechauns, 
which Disney is planning. President 
Eamon de Valera, of Ireland, has 
offered to cooperate, wanting live- 
action sequences filmed in actual lo- 
cales. 

Sindlinger confabs are result of 
tieup his NEW just made with Dis- 
ney. NEW will work on research 
and development of three Disney 
stories, “Little People,” “So Dear to 
My Heart” and an original to be de- 
veloped entirely by the Sindlinger 
organization. Aside from working 
with Watkin on “Little People” 
script, NEW is doing public-opinion 
research on how American audi- 
ences will accept the leprechaun 
myth and how to present it. 

Watkin, author of the novel, “On 
Borrowed Time,” leaves for Cobh 
July 31. He’ll spend six weeks in 
Eire, following work done there by 
Disney last December. 


‘Outlaw’ Getting 
Plenty Coin On 
~ Repeat Dates 


“The Outlaw” is running up 
something of a record as a champ 
repeat engagement film. Inasmuch 
as Howard Hughes’ sexed-up hoss 
opry can’t play a good portion of 
the country because of church and 
other censorial pressure, attempts to 
compensate are being made by re- 
peat dating in the spots where it 
can run. Result is that it has been 
back at least once—and often more 
than that—to over half of the houses 
it has played. 

Record repeater is probably the 
400-seat Roxy in Norfolk, Va., 
where the Jan Russell-starrer has 
been back five times in nine months. 
The repeats were booked despite the 
fact that the pic played through the 
whole regular-run setup in the 
town. 

Here’s the “Outlaw” record at the 
Roxy (which ordinarily averages 
about $750 weekly): July 12, 1946, 
4 days, $1,620; Oct. 17, 3 days, $1,- 
384; Nov. 8, 3 days, $1,208; Dec. 14, 
8 days, $2,403; March 29, 3 days, $1,- 
069. 

Gander at the records on the film 
show some other’ unusual 
grosses for tiny houses. For instance, 


‘(Continued on page 25) 


RKO, WB OK DETAILS 
ON NEWSREEL SALE 








RKO and Warner Bros. have 
agreed c:. srinciple in the acquisi- 
tion of RKO-Pathe newsreel by 


Warners, and company legalites are 
currently prepping papers for sig- 
nature. Announcement of a closing 
of the deal is expected within a 
week, unless difficulties crop up. 

One of the problems that need 
untangling is sharing by the two 
companies of the film and music li- 
brary, now owned by RKO-Pathe. 
These include stock shots plus clips 
on important news events. Regard- 
less of whether or not RKO sells the 
reel company, it'll require a free 
hand with library shots since they’re 
frequently used for both features 
and shorts. 

Despite rumors, RKO won't dis- 
continue making shorts in the east 
should the sale be completed. It’s 
stressed that the acquisition of the 
newsreel company alone is involved 
in the negotiations. 


Gassner, Col. May Part 


John Gassner, head of Columbia's 
play department in New York, may 
leave the company, it is understood, 
with expiration of his current con- 
tract in September. He is planning 
going into legit production if new 
contract terms are not worked out. 

There's also a possibility that he 
may remain with Col, with a con- 
tractual provision that he may at the 
same time produce. He’s been with 








the conclave. 


the company three years. 





+ Boost in cost of producing pix 


and a parallel climb in majors’ dis. 
tribution expenses over the past year 
is curtently showing graphically in 
companies’ profit and loss state- 
ments. Metro’s 40-week report, last 
week, disclosed a 40% dip in the 
company’s third quarter net while 
the gross take for that period slid a 
mere three points. M-G’s take for 
the third 12-week period totalled $2. 
308,000 against $3,627,000 for the 
comparative stanza of the year be- 
fore. 


Gross sales and operating revenues 
for the 12 weeks ended June 5 
came to $43,371,000, only a slight 
slide from $45,754,000 garnered in 
’46. Which means that while Metro 
handled approximately the same 
amount of biz as the previous year, 
its proportion of profit from those 
revenues dived steeply. That’s at- 
tributable to more expensive pro- 
duction outlay which spells heavier 
amortization plus mounting costs 
to distribute the flickers. 


Slipping third-quarter took its toll 
on the company’s net for the entire 
40 weeks which shaped up at $10,- 
904,821 against $12,579,245 in ‘46. 
Fact that the dip is only 15% 


was 
due to M-G’s much stronger show- 
ing in the first half-year when its 
net was roughly equal to the same 
period of the year before. Earnings 
for the 40 weeks were equivalent to 


$2.12 per share, compared with $2.47 
last year. 


Pay boosts for exchange workers, 
sales staffers and generally upped 
administration expenses is cutting 
sharply into the amount of pay dirt 
that a major can extract from its 
gross rentals. Decree selling which 
makes it mandatory to peddle pic- 
ture - by-picture and theatre - by - 
theatre, with its added paper work 
and expanded staffs, is also thinning 
the gravy. 

Ballooning of production costs 
40% since the war’s end is beginning 
to hurt for real. That added ex- 
pense didn’t turn up last year be- 
cause the companies were drawing 
on their backlog, which was product 
polished off during the war years. 
Costlier pix are now being distrib- 
uted—those lensed since V-J Day— 
and amortization charges on the 
celluloid are chopping at net re- 
turns. 


Jersey Exhibs Muster 


Opposition to Legalizing 
Bingo as They Get Chill 


With a public hearing due Monday 
(28) on a proposed amendment to 
the New Jersey State Constitution 
providing for the legalization of 
bingo and other games of chance, 
New Jersey exhibs are marshaling 
their fonrces to oppose the amend- 
ment. Constitutional convention at 
New Brunswick last week indicated 
there may be a referendum this fall 
where the voter has the choice of 
either okaying pari-mutuel betting 
alone or, in addition, authorizing the 





Legislature to regulate various 
forms of gambling. 
As the amendment now stands, 


only bonafide religious, educational, 
charitable, veterans or fraternal or- 
ganizations would be permitted to 
conduct such games. Film theatres 
are left out in the cold. Allied Thea- 
tre Owners of New Jersey roundly 
condemned the proposed amend- 
ment at a general membership 
meeting last spring. As introduced 
Feb. 10 in the legislature, the pro- 
posal “gets beyond the scope of en- 
tertainment,” prexy Edward Lach- 
man said. 


Silverstone in Ireland 
With New Chief, Kupper 


Dublin, July 22. 

Murray Silverstone, 20th-Fox for- 
eign chief, with William J. Kupper, 
newly-appointed managing director 
for Great Britain, visited here last 
week to introduce Kupper to the 
Irish territory. Escorting the party 
was London general sales manager 
James F. Pattinson. 

Junket included lunch attended 
by leading Irish exhibitors at Shel- 
bourne Hotel with veteran exhib 
Maurice Eliiman, now vice-chairman 
Odeon (Ireland) Ltd., in charge. 
Dublin manager of 20th-Fox, Maurice 
Moss, organized the trip» with the 
party leaving for Liverpool by 2! ir 
to continue the inspection of 
branches throughout Kupper’s terri- 
tory. 

















1 RELI LTE LE ES” 





Lg Te 85 RIE 








AS A me Ne 

















rae 


TIO creme 





TLL LOTIF et 





De Aa SS i ek os Rb lA AS ME me ll OR le Tle Licip 





Wednesday, July 23, 1947 


VARIETY 


PRE-PRODUCTION 7 











TINTERS’ HEAVY PRODUCTION 


JA in Middle of Distrib Situation 
Involving MPEA on Foreign Rights 





Contracting of foreign rights to 


the same pictures by two different 
distribs at the same time has United | 
Artists currently in the middle of 


an embarrassing situation. Motion 
Picture Export Assn. and Jacques | 
Grinieff, indie dealer in foreign | 


rights, both maintain they hold valid 
contracts from UA for an identical 
group of 39 films. 

There was some talk several 
weeks ago of the MPEA’s bringing 
suit for a declaratory judgment to 
insure it exclusive rights to the 
films, since its contract preceded 
that of Grinieff. It appears almost 
certain at the moment, however, 
that UA will be able to reach a set- 
tlement with Grinieff and obviate a 
legal battle. 

Films involved are wholly owned 
by UA rather than by its indie pro- 
ducers. They include the 12 the 
company bought from Paramount 
when it was short of product a few 
years ago, some Hopalong Cassidy 
westerns and 17 films made by Wal- 
ter Wanger. Wanger’s unit at UA, 
before he moved over to UniverSal, 
was 50% owned by the distrib. 
When he left, UA took all the nega- 
tives and Wanger got $250,000 and 
all the unproduced story properties. 

Upon formation of the MPEA 
after the war by the major com- 
panies to distribute their product 
jointly in 13 countries, UA signed 
with the association. It couldn't 
commit the pix of its indie pro- 
ducers without their okay, but it did 
automatically commit at once the 39 
films which it itself owned. Thus 
MPEA began making plans to dis- 
tribute a number of them. 

Then, last January, when nego- 
tiations were on by UA partners 
Charles Chaplin and Mary Pickford 
to buy out the third pard, David O. 
Selznick, it is understood that cash 
was required. Apparently as result 
of an oversight, the fact was missed 
that the 39 pix were committed to 
MPEA, and an offer for them was 
accepted from Grinieff to give the 
company the needed cash. 

Grinieff paid $800,000, plus a guar- 
antee of a percentage of his income. 
Not having any distribution facili- 
ties himself, he immediately began 
Selling the rights to local distribs in 
various countries. His contractees 
and the MPEA suddenly began to 
butt heads in the MPEA territories. 
Grinieff has since stopped selling in 
those countries where he _ hadn’t 
already closed deals. 

He has expressed himself as sym- 
pathetic to UA’s position and anx- 
ious to come to a compromise with 
the company so a court battle can 
be avoided. An agreement can per- 
haps be reached giving him rights 
to countries other than the 13 cov- 
ered by MPEA, although it is prob- 
able that UA will have to return 
part of his purchase price or other- 
wise compensate him for the rights 
he gives up. 


Fulton, B’way Legiter, 
Goes Films on Aug. 13; 
Would Return to Shows 


Fulton theatre, Broadway legit 
house whose conversion to films was 





-delayed through lack of product, 


found itself a tenant this week in J. 
Arthur Rank’s “Black Narcissus,” 
Techinicolored British-import  star- 
ring Deborah Kerr. Pic, distributed 
by Universal, will preem at the ex- 
legiter Aug. 13 under a deal closed 
between Robert W. Dowling, prexy 
of the City Investing Co., and Wil- 
liam J. Heineman, sales chief for U’s 
Rank unit. 

Conversion to celluloid may not be 
a permanent policy of the Fulton, 
according to Maurice Maurer, thea- 
tre’s managing director. Construc- 
tural changeover is such, he said. 
that Fulton can swing back to live 
entertainment on a day's notice. 
ulton’s policy will be to operate as 


|set deal for thesp to star in 
| there. 


Reps Douglas in Paris 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Jackson Leighter, personal rep for 
Melvyn Douglas, planed to Paris to 
film 





Leighter had been 10 days hud-| 
dling with Douglas on offer made 
by J. P. Frosenai, prexy of French 
Motion Picture Producers Assn. 


Schoenstadt Gets 
Top Time, Refuses 


Cash, in Chi Suit 


Chicago, July 22. 

Peculiar settlement, possibly the 
first of its kind, has been reached 
by the majors and H. Schoenstadt & 
Sons, Inc., operator of the Piccadilly 
theatre, in winding up an anti-trust 
triple-damager against the distribs. 
Instead of the usual cash balm, 
Schoenstadt’s house for the next 
three years is going to get A play- 
ing-time in its sector in placé of its 
former subsequent runs. 

An added factor which makes the 
deal a juicy one for the operator is 
a proviso that the m4jors will serv- | 
ice the Piccadilly, first-run, at the | 
same rentals which the house pre- 
viously paid for subsequent-fun 
bookings. Piccadilly is in the same 
bailiwick as the Jackson Park, which 
won a judicial revamping of the Chi | 
release system. 

Schoenstadt took a _ long-range 
viewpoint in pacting the current | 
terms of settlement. Majors had of- 
fered him $250,000, or thereabouts, 
to drop his action, a proposal he 
promptly nixed. Jackson Park de- 
cision had him maintaining that a | 
$1,000,000 verdict by the courts was 
a reasonable expectancy. 

Suit charged distribs with discrim- 
ination on runs from 1937-1942. | 
Warner’s Avalon and Balaban & | 
Katz’s Tower, Tivoli and South Town 
were given the illegal break on pix. | 
complaint asserted. 














Reissue of ’35 Jolson 
Pic Fizzles in Bid To 
Cash in on ‘Story’ B.0. 


Warner Bros.’ efforts to cash in on | 
the demonstrated b.o. strength of 
“The Jolson Story” (Col) by reissu- | 
ing a 1935 Al Jolson starrer has | 
fizzled. Company, after trial engage- 
ments of “Go Into Your Dance,” has 
withdrawn the film from circulation. 
It likewise has abandoned the idea 
of reissuing the James Melton 
starrer, “Sing Me a Love Song,” 
which was twinned with “Dance” in 
the tryout dates. | 

As a result of the floppola, War- | 
ners has decided on another pair of | 
reissues, “Marked Woman” and | 
“Dust Be My Destiny.” They go into | 
the Strand on Broadway Labor Day 
for two weeks, with the house drop- | 
ping its stageshow for the stanza. 
Dual bill then hits the RKO circuit 
in New York, | 

“Marked Woman,” originally 





re- 
leased in 1937, stars Bette Davis and | 
Humphrey Bogart. “Destiny,” which 
appeared in 1939, has John Garfield 
and Priscilla Lane heading the cast. 

Strand booking has been set de- 
spite weak biz done by another pair 
otf WB reissues earlier this year. 
| They were “The Sea Hawk” and 
“The Sea Wolf.” Bill did rather well 
around the country, but failed to 
draw at the distrib’s Broadway flag- 
ship, which dropped its in-person 
show for the engagement. 

There are several reasons behind 








a filmery so long as it’s profitable 
but to revert to legit if something 
Jucier in that line comes along. 
Theatre will erect a large sign 
— will plug the pic. If future 
m tenants don’t want to use it, 
Seoueer Said, then it would be sold 
or commercial ads. 


the Strand booking despite the lack 
lof strength by the previous pair. One 
is that the film rental is all gravy, 
| since cost of the pic has long since 
| been amortized. Another is that the 
prestige of the pix for later runs is 
greatly enhanced by the Broadway 
run. 





‘Mono Deal 7 For 


| Mexico by 


| physical 
;own organization will be in charge | 


lin the Joe 





Ad ALL READY FAA Pressing Demands ‘To Save’ Force 


RELEASE, dT TO 60 


By MIKE CONNOLLY 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Greatest number of color pictures 
in history is awaiting release, de- 
spite those highly publicized short- 
ages. And there's another flock inked 


to go before the cameras this year. | 
There'd be a lot more than the 44 at | 


the wire, the 12 in production, the 31 
for which commitments have been 
secured, and the eight on the “may- 
be” list for lensing this year, but 
those commitments are still pretty 
hard to get. Lack of equipment is 
still the big drawback. 

The 44 inked for release the re- 
mainder of this year, and the early 
part of next, include 28 in Techni- 
color, 10 in Cinecolor, five in Tru- 
color and two that were shot in 
Vitacolor, but were processed by 
Cinecolor when the Vitacolor plant 
couldn't grind out prints fast enough 
to meet Columbia's release schedule. 
These latter two are “The Return of 
Rin Tin Tin” and “Last of the Red- 
men. e 

Pix now before the lenses include 
10 in Technicolor and one apiece in 

(Continued on page 25) 





Mex Selznick Distrib 


Deal is close to the ink stage for 
handling of Selznick product in 
Monogram. It was em- 


phasized by the Selznick Releasing | 


New York, how- 
arrangement is for 
distribution only. 


Organization in 
ever, that the 


of selling. 

Selznick’s sales rep in Mexico is 
Alfredo Holgui, formerly an exec 
in Metro’s setup there. He works 
under Manny Reiner, Latin Ameri- 
can salesmanager. 


“Blitz” openings similar to those | 


in this country, are planned for 


} 
| SRO’s “Duel in the Sun” in Mexico | 
City, Sent. 12. Preem will be in four | 


houses for four weeks, then two 
houses for two weeks, then two 
other houses for two weeks and 
finally 11 houses for as long as they 
can run, 


SRO's | 





Yates to Issue Ultimatum to Prods. 





Up Van Upp at Col. 


Hollywood, July 22. 








vy 


Hollywood, July 22. 
With the Harry Goetz interests 
pressing heavy demands for the 
trimming of Republic’s production 
costs, Herbert J. Yates, company 


Seven year writer-producer pact] prexy, is laying down the law to 


has been inked by Virginia Van Upp | Rep’s producers 


lat Columbia. New contract replaces 


old deal, which had two years to} 
| run. 
She first joined Columbia five 


years ago to write Rita Hayworth 
musical, “Cover Girl.” 


Yates, H. Goetz 
Parry Again In 
Rep. Policies 


Battle between Harry Goetz 
Herbert J. Yates over management 
policies pursued by Republic’ will 
be continued today (Wednesday) at 
the annual stockholders’ meeting of 
Associated Motion Picture Indus- 
tries, Inc., in Wilmington, Del. As- 
| sociated is a holding company, the 
principal assets of which are Repub- 
lic stock. 
| 
| 








' 





Goetz, as a major stockholder and 
'director of Rep, has been taking 
|strenuous objection to certain ac- 
| tivities of Yates as prexy. Goetz is 
|also a major stockholder of Asso- 
| ciated, holding 33,000 shares of the 
|} total of 189,000 outstanding. Asso- 
ciated owns 175,000 shares of Rep 
, stock, or Slightly under 10%. 
| As a result of the dispute between 
Yates and Goetz, latter is not up for 
j}reelection to the board of Associ- 
ated. Goetz is understood to have 
| declined to have his name placed on 
the ticket on the proxy statement, 
inasmuch as his stock holdings in 
Associated aren’t sufficient to give 
him any power in its operation in 
any case. 

Also dropped from the past year’s 
| directorate is Samuel A. Adamson. 
| This is a personal matter, however, 
and has no connection with the 

(Continued on page 23) 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, July 22. 
Production unit on “Mark Hellinger’s 
“Naked City,’ currently filming the 
story on location in New York, is 


| slated to return to the Coast Aug. 1 


weeks of additional shoot- 
Hellinger, there- 


for four 
ing at Universal. 
fore, follows 
David O. Selznick’s 
Jennie” crew, which returned to the 
Coast last week after lensing most 
of the film in the east. 

“To the Ends of the Earth” is the 
new tag on “Assigned to Treasury” 
at Columbia ... Peggy Cummins’ 
mother, Margaret Tracy, will make 
her film bow in “The Sign of the 
Ram” at Columbia... Josephine 
Hutchinson signed for the wife role 
E. Brown starrer, “The 
Tender Years”... Billy Daniels 
draws a three-way chore as direc- 
tor, dance director and actor in 
“Sambamania,” Technicolor short at 
Paramount . .. Paramount’s “The 
Sainted Sisters” is slated for a Sep- 
tember start with Richard Maibaum 


| producing. . 


Republic’s “The Fabulous Texan” 
has more than 100 speaking parts 
but only three femmes in the cast 
...Arthur Miller, three-time Oscar 
winner, is lensing his 158th feature, 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” at 20th- 
Fox and celebrating his 37th year as 
a cameraman...John Shelton and 
Ann Doran playing romantic leads 
in “The Dark Road,” with Walter 
Colmes producing and directing for 
Somerset Productions ... Sol M. 
Wurtzel borrowed Arthur Pierson 
from 20th-Fox to direct “Dangerous 
Years,” which went into work at 
Motion Picture Centre...Zachary 
Scott drew a key role in “To the 
Victor” at Warners...Quentin Rey- 
nolds will play the voice of a radio 
commentator in the Lasky-MacEwen 


the pattern set by' 
“Portrait of | 


production, “The Miracle of the 
Bells,” after collaborating on the 
screenplay. 

Republic bought “Another Dawn,” 
a novelet by Earl Fenton, for $50,- 
000 and turned it over to John H. 
Auer for production...Hiram_ S&S. 
Brown, Jr., in charge of serials at 
Republic before the war, checked in 
at Vanguard as business assistant to 
David O. Selznick.. .““Off to Buffalo” 
will be released by 20th-Fox as 
“Give My Regards to Broadway”... 
Dr, Ferenz H. Fodor, chief of Audio 
pictures, closed a deal for the pro- 
duction of three educational shorts 
on the muscular art known as judo. 

RKO bought “Mister Music,” a 
tale of Tin Pan Alley authored by 
Jerry Horwin ... Gordon Oliver 
signed for a key role in “Stations 
West,” to be produced by Robert 
Sparks for RKO...Maury Gartsman 
assigned as chief cameraman on 
|“Rachel” at RKO... James Barton 
|; wound up his chore in William Cag- 
ney’s “The Time of Your Life,” and 
is mulling an offer to do another 
road tour with “Tobacco Road,” 
starting in Chicago in autumn. 

William Cline to South America to 
shoot backgrounds for “Romance in 
High C” Kathleen O’Malley 
draws a featured role in “Sign of the 
Ram” at Columbia...Mary Grant, 
Broadway costume designer, signed 
to create wardrobe for “Up in Cen- 
tral Park” at Universal-International 
...Alan Le May signed to screenplay 
| “Sunrise in My Pocket” for Para- 
|mount ... Richard Whorf will di- 
jrect “Luxury Liner,” Meiro tunefiim, 
| starting Aug. 5... Maurice Marsac, 
'French actor, makes his American 
\film bow in “The Crime Doctor's 
|Gamble” at Columbia ... Virginia 
|Hunter draws the femme lead in 
Columbia’s “Phantom Valley.” 





| 


and | 











After 


pecause 


informing 
his producers that of busi- 
ness conditions he placing an 
absolute budget limit on all pix, 
Yates has made a first move by can- 
celling the producer-director con- 
tract of Alfred Santell. 

Pact was wiped out after negotia- 
tions between Santell and Yates 
didn’t pan out. Frank Borzage has 
received a warning as have all other 
producers, that they must either 
stay within their allotted budgets or 
leave. 

Yates statement of a new policy 
was made after summoning all pro- 
ducers to a studio huddle. Report- 
edly his action is in response to a 
Goetz-Brulatour ukase that costs 
must be cut or there'd be further 
fireworks, 

Borzage is on the spot since he’s 
been informed by Yates that he 
must stay within bounds of the 
written figure of his contract. This 
is reported to be $950,000 per pic- 
ture, without Borzage’s drawing 
account or certain other expenses 
he may incur. 

It’s understood that 
an iron-clad contract which gives 
him free rein in filmmaking. Start 
of his next film, “Crosswinds,” has 
been postponed until he can have 
further talks with Yates. Report- 
edly, he’s disappointed with the way 
the company sells his films. 

Yates fiat to his producers is that 
if they went ahead with a budget, 
then topped this figure, they could 
be. expected to leave the lot. San- 
tell’s deal with Rep called for two 
pictures yearly. Their falling-out re- 
sulted from an inability to agree on 
a budget for “Sea of Darkness,” 
which Santell was prepping as his 
next film. 


Bill Rodgers to Probe 
Canadian Problems At 
Metro Toronto Meet 


Metro veepee over sales William 
F. Rodgers and assistant sales man- 
ager Eddie Aaron will get their 
initial firsthand information § since 
before the war on Canadian sales 
problems when they attend the an- 
nual meet of Metro’s Canadian sales 
force in Toronto Aug. 12-13. 


Meet is the first general assembly 
of all Canadian branch managers 
and salesmen held in many years. 
Henry L. Nathanson, prez of Regal 
Films, Metro’s Canadian affiliate, 
and Ted Gould, general sales chief 
for Canada, will jointly lead the two 
days’ huddles. Also slated to attend 
from Metro’s homeoffice are Jay 
Eisenberg, liaison between the sales 
and legal departments; Irving Hel- 
font, home office assistant on Cana- 
dian sales, and M. L. (“Mike”) 
Simons, assistant exhibitor relations 
chief and editor of Metro’s Dis- 
tributor mag. 

With Canada still selling via 
blockbooking, Rodgers and Aaron 
reportedly believe it will be a good 
idea to gain firsthand knowledge of 
how the system has worked there 
since it was outlawed in the U. S. 
Since no decision has yet béen made 
on whether the decree will affect 
distribution in Canada, it’s also con- 
sidered a good bet to give the 
Canadian sales force an idea of how 
the decree has operated so far in 
the U. S. Meet will thus feature an 
interchange of ideas on sales, as 
well as ad-publicity methods. 


Flacks OK CSU Break 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Screen Publicists Guild voted 160 
to 115 to secede from the Conference 
of Studio Unions. Other groups 
which withdrew from CSU in recent 
months were the screen story ana- 
lysts, the studio janitors and elec- 
tricians. 

Two factions of SPC have been at 
war since the studio strike in 1945, 
which the Guild did not vote to 


Was 


Borzage has 








support. 
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& i VARIETY | Wednesday, July. 23, 1947 _ 
THE BOYS ARE REALLY GOING PLACES 
WITH PARAMOUNT’S TWO“SWEE eh 





























99 she 


Topping “Blonde” and “Brunette 
business in Philadelphia, Kansas City, 
Boston, Atlanta, Minneapolis and 
scores of other spots... and 


SHE’S MAKING THE N.Y. PARAMOUNT #| 


“THE HAPPIEST SPOT ON BROADWAY” *% 
—N.Y. World-Telegram 





because she’s 


“A KNOCKOUT!”— Mirror 

“A BONANZA!”—pm 

“A HONEY!" — jJournal-am. 
“SOMETHING TO SEE!?—derald Trio. 
“WONDERFUL! — Telegraph 


. “DISPLAYING. GREATEST STRENGTH 
OF ALL CURRENT RELEASES,” says Variety 


in July 16th Weekly National B.O. Survey 








*“Incendiary Blonde’ and 
“My Favorite Brunette” 
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It’s the truth... there never was a 
gal like ‘‘Ruth’’... 


Her 2nd week in Kansas City topped 
“California” by 30% —and “Two 
Years Before the Mast” and ‘‘Calcutta”’ 
by even bigger margins!... 


Her 28th day at N. Y. Paramount 
was only 7% under opening day... 
and she broke the all-time 4th of 
July record in her 3rd week! 


















In St. Louis her 4th week’s gross 
was 24% over first week!... 


And Pittsburgh’s 6th day nearly 

trebles ‘‘California’’—nearly doubles | 
“Brunette” and ‘‘Calcutta,’”’ in same 
or smaller houses! 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1947 





Song of Love 


Metro release of Clarence Brown produc- 
tion. Stars Katharine Hepburn, Paul Hen- 
reid, Robert Walker; features Henry 
Daniell, Leo G. Carroll, Else Janssen. Dis 
rected by Brown. Screenplay, Ivan Tors, 
Jrmgard von Cube, Ailen Vincent, Robert 
Ardrey, from play by Bernard Schubert and 
Mario Silva; camera, Harry Stradling; edi- 
tor, Robert J. Kern; musical direction, 
Bronislau Kaper; M-G symphony orch con- 
ducted by William Steinberg. Tradeshown 


N. Y., July 16, '47. Running time, 117 
MINS, 
Clara Wieck Schumann.Katharine Hepburn 
Robert Schumann...........+5 Paul Henreid 
Johannes Brahms...........- Robert Walker 
oo! SY” errr eoeceees Henry Daniell 
Professor Wieck. .ccccocceees Leo G. Carroll 
PT) Sarre wnestseectes Else Janssen 
Julie 0060060b000) 63 bbbeh ese s Gigi Perreau 
ME ccvccege 6% Meas coetnee **Tinker’’ Furlong 
Marie ocevodrece Seecepeseeves Ann Carter 
Eugenie. .coecserers gvesebes Janine Perreau 
LUGWIC...sccic eorecosevccvenes Jimmie Hunt 
Ferdinand. ...ccccccsccveceesd Anthony Sydes 
BEE sb sos caso Co cdevede ».++.Kilene Janssen 
Dr. Holman. .s ods cecccpeus Roman Bohnen 
een PRETEE ETC CT Te: bey? Ludwig Stossel 
Princess Valerie Hohenfels...... Tala Birell 
Nis oso ccs vnciccnstctemasene Kurt Katch 
TER BOOSE, oo sc ctsonecer Henry Stephenson 
p NS e err ee ee Konstantin Shayne 





“Song of Love” will have varying 
reactions in different situations. 
Story of the lives, loves and music 


of Robert and Clara Schumann and | 


Jonannes Brahms, it has a good cast, 
entertaining tale and the usual top 
Metro production mountings to make 
it a sure draw in the key-city first- 
runs. Its longhair aspects may mili- 
tate against it, though, in subsequent- 
runs and in the hinterlands. But tak- 
ing into consideration the general 
public’s growing acceptance of long- 
hair music and grosses rolled up by 


such films as Columbia’s “A Song to! 


Remember,” this one has a good 
chance of doing well all down the 
line. 

Picture offers a goldmine of thesp- 
ing opportunities to its three stars, 
Katharine Hepburn, Paul Henreid 


and Robert Walker, all of whom play 
it to the hilt. All three, moreover, 
show a surprising adeptness at the 
pianistics, which is highly necessary 
despite the fact that Artur Rubin- 
stein ghosted for them all. Camera 
at many points is moved in for a 
closeup of their playing, and.the dub- 
bing job is done so expertly that 
only a well-trained student could be 
wise to the fact that someone else 
provided the actual soundtrack mu- 
sic. Music itself comprises the best 
works of Schumann, Brahms and 
Franz Liszt. Because of the extreme 
classicism of the three composers, 
however, only a small part of it will 
be familiar to the majority of audi- 
ences, 


Screenplay, based on a play_ by 
Bernard Schubert and Marip Silva, 
is overlong, with the result that 
there’s a slowness of pace through- 
out. Four different scripters had a 
hand in the adaptation. A little pref- 
ace warns audiences that “certain 
necessary liberties have been taken 
with incident and chronology,” step 
probably being taken to ward off 
such complaints as followed Jerome 
Kern’s biopic, “Till the Clouds Roll 
By,” “The Jolson Story,” ete. Pic- 
ture, however, follows more closely 
the composers’ lives than is custom- 
ary in scripters’ dreams. 


Yarn picks up the young Clara 
Wieck as an already popular concert 
pianist in the early part of the last 
century, at the time of her marriage 
to .Schumann, a struggling young 
composer. Duo promptly, by screen 
time, have seven children, for whose 


care Frau Schumann sacrifices her 


concert work. The young Brahms 
enfers the household as a student and 
promptly complicates things by fall- 
ing for Clara. Schumann, meanwhile, 
continues to struggle to gain recog- 
nition fof his works, but without 
success. 
his mind, and he’s taken to a mental 
institution where he dies. Brahms, 
who’s become one of the top com- 
posers in Europe, later proposes to 
Clara (seven kids and all), but she 
turns him down in favor of returning 
to the concert stage to perpetuate the 
works of her late husband. Time then 
jumps 40 or so years to show Madame 
Schumann in her farewell appear- 


ance, gaining kudos for her hus- | 


band’s compositions. 


Miss Hepburn is fine as Clara, show- 
ing in her work touches of the ex- 

ert direction of Clarence Brown. 

he progresses neatly from emotion 
fe emotion and registers solidly in 
both comedy and pathos. Henreid is 
a little*too austere as Schumann but 
comes off well in a role suited more 
to his talents than some of-his recent 
films. Walker is surprisingly good as 
Brahms, underplaying the part and 
making it seem at all times authentic. 
Supporting cast is uniformly good, 
with Henry Daniell standout as Liszt 
and Else Janssen contributing a neat 
performance as the maid in the Schu- 
mann menage. 

Erown doubled as producer. Sets 
and costumes are good and technical 
credits are excellent. Camera work, 
under the supervision of Harry 
Siradling, adds much to the film’s 
varying moods; his final shot, in 
which the camera moves from a 
closeup of Miss Hepburn at the piano 


to an extremely long shot of an en-. 


tire auditorium, is exceptionally 
good. Special nods are due Bronis- 
Jau Kaper for his intelligent musical 
direction and to the Metro orch un- 
der the capable direction of William 
Stemberg. Stal. 


Strain and overwork affect | 


Something in the Wind 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 19. 


Universal-International release of Joseph 
Sistrom production, Stars Deanna Durbin, 
Donald O'Connor, John Dall; features 
Charles Winninger, Jacqueline de Wit, 
Helena Carter, Margaret Wycherly, Jan 
Peerce. Directed by Irving Pichel. Screen- 
play, Harry Kurnitz, William Bowers; 


based on story by Fritz Rotter and Charles 
O’Neal; camera, Milton Krasner; special 
photography, David S. Horsley; music, 
composed and directed by Johnny Green; 
lyrics, Leo Robin; editor, Otto Ludwig. 
Tradeshown Hollywood, July 18, '47. Run- 
ning time, 88 MIN 


Mary Cons... 60.020 cdessecs Deanna Durbin 
Chanlie Read......... «+.+-Donald O'Connor 
Donald Read......-. ‘ibaa anastasia John Dall 
Uncle Chester.....cscce. Charles Winninger 
Clarissa Prentice............Helena Carter 
Grandma Read..........Margaret Wycherly 
5 wae eectecececcenceesnt suen Jan Peerce 
Aunt Mary Collins. .....cccscses Jean Adair 


Singing Quartette 


The Four Williams Brothers 
Batesiady cocsvsaesecceceed Jacqueline de Wit 
MB. Cin. cccecdccmseviovcccveccs William Ching 
Model ..ccccces eevcvcccvers Patricia Alphin 
Beamis ....6. Pe aweeTeede os oe% Chester Clute 
| Masterson ..cocsccossevccesss Frank Wilcox 





“Something in the Wind” affords 
Deanna Durbin a warmth and sa. 
lacking in most of her previous ve- 
hicles. It also gives her opportunity 
to display vocal ability on six num- 
bers, both popular and classic, so the 
appeal to her fans should be wide. 
Film is light musical comedy with a 
broad treatment and _ sufficient 
chuckles to augur okay b.o. return. 
Sales will be aided by draw of 
Donald O’Connor, co-starring. 

Music and lyrics by Johnny Green 
and Leo Robin are very listenable 
and get strong selling by Miss 
Durbin. In the popular style are 





“The Turntable Song” and “You 
Wanna Keep Your Baby Lookin’ | 





| Durbin, who gives it a sexy, blues 
| treatment. Standout on classic end is | 
teaming of Miss Durbin and Jan 
| Peerce on “Miserere” from “Il Trova- 
|tore.” The title tune, “It’s Only 
| Love,” and “Happy Go Lucky and 
| Free” are others pleasing’ the ear. 

; O’Connor sings and dances to*“I 
| Love a Mystery,” a takeoff on ether 
chill shows, and also terps again in 
finale production number, Aijiding 
| vocals are the four- Williams brothers 
and a mixed chorus. Quartet gives 
|good note-blending to back Miss 
Durbin on title song. 

Plot is on the thin side, but suf- 
ficient backing for the music and 
laughs. Irving Pichel’s direction paces 
it well. Scripted by Harry Kurnitz 
and William Sowers from a story by 
Fritz Rotter and Charles O’Neal, plot 


” 








deals with mistaken identity and at- 
tempts of wealthy family to buy off a 
sirl it believes was supported by the 
ate head of the clan. 

Miss Durbin, a disk jockey, is the 
girl. John Dall is the priggish scion 
of wealth. An antagonistic romance 
grows between two, aided and 
abetted by O’Connor, poor third 
cousin of the wealthy, and Charles 
Winninger, a poor uncle. Expected 
finale clinch brings lovers together 
after romantic trials and tribulations 
that aren’t too well premised in the 
writing. ® 

Picture has not been well-edited. 
Otherwise, Joseph Sistrom’s  pro- 
duction guidance has shaped it ex- 
pertly. ast handles characteriza- 
tions deftly. Helena Carter does okay 
by small spot as Dall’s fiancee, Mar- 
garet Wycherly is good as his snob- 
bish mother, Jean Adair, Jacqueline 
de Wit, Chester Clute, Frank Wilcox 
and others are competent. 

Miss Durbin has been attractively 
gowned by Orry Kelly and, as 
further treat for ladies, a style show 
is thrown in as. background for the 
“Baby. Lookin’ Right” tune. Art di- 
rection provides lush settings, and 
Milton Krasner’s camera takes full 
advantage of the production dress 
and players. Figuring on credit side 
are the orchestrations by Ted Duncan 
and George Siravo, and set deco- 
rations. Brog. 


Merton of the Movies 
Hollywood, July 12. 


Metro release of Albert Lewis production. 
Stars Red Skelion; features Virginia 
O'Brien, Leon Ames, Gloria Grahame, Alan 
Mowbray. Directed by Robert Alton. 
Screenplay, George Wells and Lou Breslow: 

based on novel by Harry Leon Wilson and 
| oe by George S. Kaufman and Mare 
Connelly: camera, Paul C. Vogel; score, Da- 
vid Snell; editor, Frank E. Hull. Trade- 
shown July 9, '47. Running time, 88 MINS. 
i a Sr eee oe ee Red Skelton 
Phyllis Montague......... Virginia O'Brien 



















Beulah Baxter.... ...Gloria Grahame 
LA WONRCOE RUpert..ccccescesccess Leon Ames 
) Frank Mulvaney...eeseeee seed Alan Mowbmy 
} Jem. Baird. . vices's ee .. Charles D. Brown 
‘Be, eee rer ee eoe.-...- Hugo Haas 
Mr. Gashwiler..aesdecccesces Harry Hayden 
a A EER ERY PUTER ETE LURE ETE Tom Treut 
[PAU g Bd bee eed aboct es Ceed Douglas Fowley 
SPEC ere re ae Dick Wessell 


| “Merton of the Movies” isn’t a 


| tailor-made vehicle for Red Skel- 
‘ton but his master clowning makes 
light of that fact and gears film as 
/a winner on laughs. A_ burlesque 
jon Hollywood that’s been made be- 
‘fore and also legit-staged, “Merton” 
should register heftily at the ticket 
' windows in all situations. Albert 
| Lewis’ production slant makes ap- 
| propriate use of Skelton’s talents in 
ishaping showmanly  présentation 
| that will pay off. 
| There may be a cycle of old-time 
flicker rebirths in the making as this 
is second in the current season fea- 
‘turing megaphone-and-puttees days, 
‘other being ‘Perils of Pauline.” 
| Such films are graphic examples of 
; how far industry has come technic- 
| ally and artistically and at same 


Miniature Reviews 


“Song of Love” (M-G). Kath- 
arine Hepburn, Paul Henreid, 
Robert Walker in longhair ‘tale 
of Schumanns and Brahms; sure- 
fire for top situations. 

“Something in the Wind” (UI) 


(Songs). Good Deanna Durbin 
musical comedy, with added 
value of Donald O’Connor 


clowning, for good biz. 

“Merton of the Movies” (M-G). 
Top comedy with Red Skel- 
ton’s funning slanting remake 
for nifty grosses. 

“Her Husband’s Affair” (Col). 
Screwball comedy with a laugh- 
a-minute pace. Sturdy escapist 


entertainment. 
“They Won’t Believe Me” 
(RKO). Sound scripting and 


acting give this character study 
solid potentialities. 

“Song of Thin Man” (M-G) 
(Song). William Powell, Myr- 
na Loy in resumption of “Thin 
Man” sleuth yarns; strong b.o. 

“Springtime in the Sierras” 
(Rep) (Color). Topnotch Roy 
Rogers oatuner in Trucolor. Will 


be a solid pleaser in its market. 
“The Red Stallion” (Color) 
(E-L). Good outdoor pic of 


horse, boy and dog, with a bear 
as heavy; good grosser. 

“Gas House Kids Go West” 
(PRC). Badly-made comedy 
melodrama. 








Right.” Latter, a gold-digger num-| depicting 
ber, is punched over solidly by Miss | niques practiced in the early days. 





scenery-chewing _ tech- 

Robert Alton puts the players 
through their paces with sure direc- 
torial touch that milks comedy in- 
herent in fable of smalltown, film- 
struck youth who battles Hollywood 
to win fame and fortune. The Skel- 
ton comedy has substance under- 
neath that draws full audience sym- 
pathy. There’s none of the brash, 
forward technique usually used by 
him in grabbing laughs and it adds 
up to a nifty pace switch. 

Virginia O’Brien proves herself a 
capable leading lady without re- 
course to deadpan vocaling. Erst- 
while canary doesn’t have a number 
to chirp throughout and sells her- 
self strictly on talent merits in the 
romantic lead opposite Skelton. 
Manner in which she delivers should 
further her career. 

Plot of the old Harry Leon Wilson 
novel, scripted by George Wells and 
Lou Breslow, has Skelton, small- 
town theatre usher, brought to 
Hollywood as publicity gag to aid 
career of fading film star portrayed 
by Leon Ames. He soon finds it’s a 
quick brushoff but sticks around to 
carry out aims of being a dramatic 
star himself. Recognizing his com- 
edy talents, Miss O’Brien sets him 
in film burlesquing Ames. Skelton 
plays it straight and winds up a new 
star with a happy romance. 

_Gloria Grahame has herself a 
time as an oldtime screen vamp. 
Ames is excellent as the fading star. 
Alan Mowbray, early-day director; 
Charles D. Brown, producer; Doug- 
las Fowley, brash flack, and others 
come through with solid support. 

Production has been given first- 
rate lensing by Paul C. Vogel, and 
art direction, settings, editing, music 
score and other credits are topnotch 
in backing fun intentions. Brog. 





Her Husband’s Affairs 
Hollywood, July 18. 


Columbia release of Cornell production 
(Raphael Hakim, associate producer). Stars 
Lucille Ball, Franchot Tone; features Ed- 
ward Everett Hgrton, Mikhail Rasumny, 
Gene Lockhart. Directed by S. Sylvan Si- 
mon. Screenplay, Ben Hecht, Charles Led- 








erer; camera, Charles Lawton, Jr.; editor, 
Al Clark. Previewed at the Pantages, 
. Hollywood, July 17, °47. Running time, 
84 MINS. i 
Margaret Weldon.............. Lucille Ball 
Witham Wl@ehi.. 6 iss icscacs Franchot Ton 
J. B. Cruikshank..Edward Everett Horton 
Professor Glinka.........Mikhail Rasumny 
Peter Winterbettom......... Gene Lockhart 
Mrs. Winterbottom............Nana Bryant 
Governor FoS.é co. 0 cic ---- Jonathan Hale 
Eas, EMMOO Wis ct tek eves «+-..Paul Stanton 
ee | ae See .e...-Mabel Paige 
Vice-President Starrett........ frank Mayo 
Vice-President Beitler....... Pierre Watkin 
| Vie e-President Brady......... Carl Leviness 
Vice-President Nicholson...... Dick Gordon 
| ee og eRe a a ee Douglas Wood 
io SSR eneSne ners ther gor Jack Rice 
Window Waster. ..ccic..... -Claney Cooper 
| Police Captain.......6...Charles C. Wilson 
0 er ene Charles Trowbridge 
PORTE EEE eeeeeeees. Selmer Jackson 
ae Se ee Arthur Space 
“Her Husband's Affairs” should 


| 


come as a welcome relief to a box- | 


office overrun with psychosis melo- 
drama. It’s zaney, well-premised fun 
that has a laugh a minute. There’s 


| production polish, sure direction and 


extremely deft performances that 
add up to pleasurable entertainment 
for any theatre. It should garner 
strong receipts if properly exploited. 

As a comedy team, Lucille Ball 
and Franchot Tone excel. Despite 
comedy emphasis there are several 


| pash romantic sequences between the 


two as hushand and wife that raise 
the temperature. Tone is slightly 
screwball advertising-slogan genius 
while Miss Ball is his ever-loving 
wife who somehow always winds up 
with the credit for his spectacular 
stunts. 

Unusual twists and strong planting 
of events feature the excellent orig- 
inal script by Ben Hecht and Charles 


) time furnish sure laugh material in | Lederer. With his direction, S. Sy}- 


van Simon brings the crackpot doings 
to life for strong audience reaction. 
His pace is perfect and he welds 
zaney situations into socko laughs. 
Motivation for much of the comedy 
comes from Tone’s sponsorship of a 
screwball inventor and the products 
that he develops while searching for 
the perfect embalming fluid. Gentle 
fun is poked at advertising agencies 
and bigshot sponsors and public fig- 


res. 

Mikhail Rasumny is the crazy in- 
ventor and wraps up the role for 
honors. Edward Everett Horton, 
Gene Lockhart, a business tycoon; 
Nana Bryant, his wife, and Jonathan 
Hale are among others who keep the 
laughs busy. 

Raphael Hakim has given produe- 
tion polish in all departments. 

Brog. 


They Won't Believe Me 


RKO release of Joan Harrison production 
(Jack Gross, executive producer) Stars 
Robert Young, Susan Haywird, Jane Greer; 
features Rita Johnson, Tom Powers. Di- 
rected by Irving Pichel. Screenplay, Jo- 
nathan Latimer, based on story by Gordon 
McDonell; camera, Harry J. Wild; editor, 
Elmo Williams. At Palace, N. Y., week 
July 17, '47. Running time, 95 MINS. 


ON Ee Pee i er Robert Young 
MO, vc She k-cesbanede eh tee Susan Hayward 
Janice,.... eececevese ponpeseseesn sn Jane Greer 
BOOB tcc ecttsdcocté aseee Rita Je@hnson 
TLONCON., oo ocoscccccccsoee eeecce Tom Powers 
Be COPE s cn cdsenssbeuedeseecees George Tyne 
PROMAHON. «66s cee 0660 666 0086 oats Don Beddoe 
J RR Oe rere Frank Ferguson 
Ue SPEPCOUNOE 640606 6a sc 8 es Hatry Harvey 





A modest budgeter embellished 
with a soundly rounded pivot-role 
and scripting that sparkles, RKO’s 
“They Won't Believe Me” drives an- 
other spike through the whilom 
gospel that you can only get out of a 
pic the coin you put in. To sell, it'll 
need high-tension exploitation, but 
word-of-mouth will help. 

This film scores in its tri-dimen- 
sional portrayal of its chief char- 
acters—a male no-gooder and the 
three gals in his life. Unerring cast- 
ing has them at the inside rail from 
the gun with some neat thesping 
and writing. Camera focuses on Rob- 
ert Young in a practically continuous 
take. Playing a photogenic weakling 
who’s caviar to the femmes, Young 
donates depth and perception to an 
intrinsically unsympathetic part. 
Susan Hayward, Jané Greer and Rita 
Johnson are the women in his life. 

Credits segue into a courtroom 
where Young is on trial for homi- 
cide. Via flashbacks, he testifies in 
his own behalf and biogs the actions 
leading to the event. He’s shown as 
a weak sister who marries one wom- 
an (Miss Johnson) for her shekels 
and is about to lam out with another 
(Miss Greer) « Key to his character 
is deftly signalled early in the game 
when he drops his getaway idea be- 
cause his wife baits him with a stock- 
brokerage partnership and a home 
on the Coast. 

Brief matrimonial reformation 
tunnels into a second affair with his 
partner’s secretary (Miss Hayward) 
and a second walkout move. Pic 
takes a melodramatic twist with the 
accidental death of Miss Hayward 
and the wife’s suicide. He’s tried on 
a charge of murdering his girl friend. 
Film skirts possible Breen code com- 
plications by a solution which is a 
touch too obvious in its irony. 

Steady directorial hand of Irving 
Pichel is apparent throughout. Cam- 
era and script are above par. Wit. 


Song of the Thin Man 
(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of Nat Perrin production. 
Stars William Powell, Myrna Loy; features 
Keenan Wynn, Ralph Morgan, Philip Reed, 
‘Jayne Meadows, Dean Stockwell. Directed 
by Edward  Buzzell. Screenplay, Steve 
Fisher and Nat Perrin, from story by Stan- 
ley Roberts, based on characters created 
by Dashiell Hammett: additional dialog, 
James O'Hanlon, Harry Crane: camera, 
Charles Rosher; editor, Gene Ruggiero; 
song, ‘‘You're Not So Easy to Forget,’’ by 





Herb Megidson, Ben Oakland. Previewed 
in N. Y., July 17, ‘47. Running time, 
.86 MINS. 
NICK CHArlgS, «04: vcaseesies Williag Powell 
Nora Charles. .....ccessseccce... Myrna Loy 
Clarence ‘Clinker’? Krause..Keenan Wynn 
eee Crerleg, Tbs. cccvicavs Dean Stockwell 
Tommy Edlon Drake........... Philip Reed 
Phyllis TalDin........ ee-+- Patricia Morison 
Mitchell Talbin....... eooose..-.. Leon Ames 
Fran Ledue Page...... «++ Gloria Grahame 
Janet Thayar...... esceeees Jayne Meadows 
David I. Thayar..... cebaen:s-s Ralph Morgan 
Jessica Thayar..... 6Cbb04b0os8 Bess Flowers 
Buddy Hollis....... 66080 Gn 0 55 Soe Don Taylor 
ae. Monolaw...... Ceccsees Warner Anderson 
Phil Orval Brant...... bebews Bruce Cowling 
MPREUD. isc c bc cctavcesses eens Giichrist 
: 1 ee ener fy eee Henry Nemo 
en SN oc bebe cinse thew William Bishop 
Helen Amboy................Marie Windsor 
Initial “Thin Man” picture since 


1945, this new Dashiell Hammett de- 
tective thriller puts the Metro series 
'right back in full stride. “Song of 
Thin Man” is one of the better Wil- 
liam Powell-Myrna Loy pictures in 
the “Thin Man” grouping. It's likely 
to get top boxoffice. 

Per usual, Powell, as Nick Charles, 
super sleuth, is persuaded to come 
out of retirement and solve a slay- 
ing on a big gambling ship. And, 
as usual, there are other killings 
before Powell rounds up the real 
culprit besides several attempts 
made on his own life Scripters 
Steve Fisher and Nat Perrin have 
tossed in plenty of confusing details 
for the Stanley Roberts storv but 
interest is never lost. Edward Buz- 
zell has directed with a nice touch 
keeping interest at high pitch. 

As customary, Miss Loy. as Pow- 
ell’s wife. has a narrow escape from 
one of the murder suspects, Asta 
(their pet dog) not only supplies 
several comical moments but figures 





in the plot, and thelr own son be- 
comes the object of the mobsters. 

Powell and Miss Loy, as his al- 
ways inquisitive wife, fit ideally into 
the starring roles. They’ve played 
these characters ever since Nick and 
Nora Charles were first projected on 
the screen in “The Thin Man.” Dean 
Stockwell, as Nick Charles, Jr., also 
does well. 

Keenan Wynn clicks as “Clinker” 

Krause, hep clarinetist who steers 
the detective into many hangouts of 
after-hour musicians in trying to 
locate a _ missing bandsman. t’s 
nothing like anything Wynn has 
previously done. Jayne Meadows 
as the society gal who elopes with 
the gambler (Bruce Cowling), looks 
like a comer, although overly dra- 
matic in earlier scenes. Ralph Mor- 
gan, Gloria Grahame and Philip 
Reed top an unusually strong sup- 
porting cast. 
_ Aside from Buzzell’s slick direc- 
tion and Charles Rosher’s topflight 
photography, James O’Hanlon and 
Harry Crane have contributed some 
witty dialog. Wear. 





Springtime in the Sierras 
(COLOR; SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 19. 


Republic release of Edward J. White proe 


duction. Stars Roy Rogers; features Jane 
Frazee, Andy Devine. Directed by William 
Witney. Screenplay, A. Cloan Nibley; 
camera (Technicolor), Jack Marta; editor, 
Tony Martinelli; musical director, Morton 
Scott; songs, Jack Elliott, Bob Nolan, Tim 
Spencer, Previewed in Hollywood, July 18, 
‘47. Running time, 75 MINS, 

ae Er e eernen Roy Rogers 
Ns nn 6000 68406 cane .. Jane Frazee 
Cookie Bullfincher,............4 Andy Devine 
MOM DPN ov 66s a0 6608 Stephanie Bachelor 
ert «DRROT. iss divece rr enee se Hal Landon 
Captain Foster..... eoe+-Harry V. Cheshire 
Matt Wilkes... .cccccscessees. ROY Barcroft 
Old TMS. .ceccsvee eocscces Chester Conklin 
1 Old Timer. .sccoce Cecccoce »» Hank Patterson 
PAOMORIORD, 5 6ccceteesceeices Whitey Christy 
BROTICTAIMAM » 6 c.0s.ccccecsecceecs Pascale Perry 

Bob Nolan and the Sons of the Pioneers 





“Springtime in the Sierras” makes 
a pitch against indiscriminate de- 
struction of wild game in between 
the load of standard western action, 
The two combine neatly, giving Roy 
Rogers one of his best action vehicles, 
There are spectacular stunts, hard 
riding, fisticuffs and gunplay as red 
meat for the action fan, along with 
a story that hangs together nicely. 

In this one, Rogers breaks up a 
ring dealing in fancy game killed out 
of season. In doing so he nearly 
ends up as a frozen stiff in the gang’s 
meat-locker. Aiding his range detec- 
tive work are the Sons of the Pion- 
eers and Andy Devine, as a western 
photographer and clown. 

Rogers, the Pioneers and Jane 
Frazee have been given total of six 
tunes to biend into the action. Rogers 
and the Pioneers work over the title 
number, “A Cowboy Has to Sing,” 
and “The Quilting Party.” Rogers 
and Devine do “Oh, What a Pia@ture,” 
while Miss Frazee teams with Rogers 
on “Pedro from Acapulco.” Pioneers 
do “What Are We Gonna Do Then.” 

William Witney’s direction sends 
the A. Sloan Nibley original screen- 
play through fast paces to keep the 
action on the run, Stephanie Bache- 
lor heads the gang dealing in illegal 
game, with Roy Barcroft as chief 
henchman. When a game warden 
friend of Rogers is murdered by Miss 
Bachelor, cowpoke goes into action. 
It isn’t ong before he’s able to back- 
track the slaughtering to Miss Bache- 
lor’s ranch, Gang spot him and toss 
him into freezing room. Rogers 
finally gets loose and the cleanup is 
staged with swift action. 

Trucolor print on this one gives 
faded hues to players and scenery 
and proves to be an eye distractor. 
Otherwise, the Jack Marta lensing is 
sharp, Editing by Tony Martinelli is 
good, and other production values 
lined up by Edward J. White give 
the picture expert framing. Brog. 


The Red Stallion 
(COLOR) 


Eagle-Lion release of Bryan Foy produce 
tion (Ben Stoloff, associate producer). Stare 
Ted Donaldson, Jane Darwell;- features 
Robert Paige, Noreen Nash, Ray Collins, 
Guy Kibbee, Robert Bice, Pierre Watkin, 
Bill Cartledge. Directed by Lesley Selander. 
Screenplay, Robert E. Kent, Crane Wilbur; 


camera, Virgil Miller; editor, Fred Allen. 
Tradeshown N. Y., July 16, ‘47. Running 
time, 81 MINS, 

ARGY MOMMGE,.sccex sss 0 600: Robert Paige 
Ellen Reynolds.........- «.+--Noreen Nash 
ee, Re er oe eee Ted Donaldsen 
Dee SER bas te deseesneees: Jane Darwell 
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Johnny Stevens......eseeee--- Bill Cartledge 
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Bryan Foy’s medicine men have 
tossed together a canny mixture 1n 
“The Red Stallion,” Cinecolored out- 
door spectacula® with broad appea 
to all levels. It’s a parlay of a horse, 
a boy and a dog, with a bear as the 
heavy. And the animal kingdom 
makes for fancy entertainment. The 
|exhib should gallop home on “Stal- 
‘lion” with more than spurs a-)!ng- 
| ling. 
| There aren't any potent marquee 
'names in this pic but the exploitation 
| angle is obvious. It’s a buildup. mein- 
ly of a story about a mighty bear VS. 





|horse that spells nifty climax ing. 
|Credit the camera also with some 
|pretty mountain country. Racing 


'scenes play up the ponies nicely t? 


‘| clinch the appeal to horse lovers. 


Dimming the film’s lustre are some 
overly saccharine sequences revolve 
ing about the boy (Ted Donaldson 
and his grandmother’s (‘Jane Dat- 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Raises, 12-Hour Rest Between Calls, 


Premium Pay in SAG Interim Pact 


Hollywood, July 22. + 





Screen Actors Guild and major 
gtudios agreed to a one-year interim 
working contract, effective Aug. i 
and running through July 31, 1948. 
Interim agreement is a compromise, 
leaving several problems open for 
discussion. These points will be ne- 
gotiated during the y@ar, so that a 
new 10-year basic contract may be 
ready for signatures before Aug. 1, 
1948. Negotiations between SAG and 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture, Producers are still under 
way, with a settlement expected this 


week 

New wage minimums under the 
one-year pact are: 

Day players, increased from $35 
to $55 a day. 

Freelance players, from $115 to 


$175 a week. 
Contract players, experienced, in- 





creased from $60 and $75 to $120 a | 


week for those under 30 years of 
age; increased to $160 a week for 
those 30 years of age and over. 
Beginners under contract, with 
little or no professional experience, 
$60 a week for the first six months, 
$75 a week thereafter, with no actor 
to remain in the beginner classifica- 
tion for more than 18 months. 
Singers, same as day players and 


weekly freelance minimums. 

Stunters, increased from $35 to 
$55 a day and from $200 to $300 a 
week. . 


These increases are retroactive to 
May 15, 1947, with the exception of 
contract players signed before May 
45, whose raises start, with the next 
option period. 

Working conditions include make- 
up and wardrobe time for all day 
layers and all other actors who | 
om weekly hour limitations; pre- | 
mium pay for Sunday work; a .12- 
hour daily rest period for all actors 
and a 35-hour rest period once every 
geven days. 

Guild committee which carried on 
the negotiations consisted of Ronald 
chairman; 
Joseph Calleia, 
Harry Cording, Joseph Crehan, Paul 
Harvey. William Holden, Marsha 
Hunt, Gene Kelly, Boris Karloff, 
Cliff Lyons, Kermit Maynard, George 
Murphy, Walter Pidgeon, Anne 
Revere, Frederick Santley, Larry 
Steers. Regis Toomey, 
liams. Jane Wyman, John Dales, Jr., 
Pat Somerset, Laurence W. Beilen- 
son and William Berger. 


2 More Suits Vs, Par’s 
Stock Incentive Plan 


Paramount’s new incentive bonus 
plan for key execs came in for con- 
tinued legal barrage last week when 
two more actions by stockholders 
were filed in the N. Y. federal court. 
Plairitiffs were Saul Garick and Hy- 
man Horowitz in the separate suits 
which charged “waste of corporate 
assets. Par’s scheme, approved by 
two-thirds stockholders’ vote re- 
cently, would set up a new company 
to invest in Paramount common for 
the benefit of top employees. 

Complaints argue that the com- 
Pany can derive no benefit from the 
new plan. In each instance, an in- 
junction is asked to restrain Par’s 
top echelon from putting the scheme 
into operation. 





In a companion action filed simul- | 


taneously, Horowitz also attacked 
the deal made between Par and Bar- 
hey Balaban, company prexy, in 


Par’s debi with the right to convert 
the promissory notes into common 
Stock at $25 per share. Conspiracy 
is charged and officers and directors 
Named as defendants in the action 
are attacked as joining in a waste. 


Tag ‘Gone’ Reissue _ 
Plug to ‘Hucksters’ 


Novel method of plugging its 
forthcoming reissue of “Gone With | 
a Wind” has been introduced by 

etro via a short piece of tag foot- | 
8ge spliced to the end of each print | 





= “Hucksters.” both of which pic- | 
ures star Clark Gable. 

zoatnge notes that ‘many of our 
pes rons have expressed interest in 
og t Clark Gable in ‘Gone With 
on Wind. If you too would like to 
a this outstanding production, 
isons signify your wish by signing 
€ scroll in our lobby.” 
Cording tot 


he note, wi 
Gable. will then be sent 


) All theatres booking the 
+ gin have been advised of the 
ptt calls for them to install 
fies Ol for their patrons’ signa- 





| 


| 
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Indie Proposal Mulled 


Holiywood, July 22. 

Screen Actors Guild board of 
directors last night (Monday) 
discussed a proposal from the 
Independent Motion Picture 
Producers Assn. that separate 
working conditions be permitted 
for small-budgeted films. 

SAG representatives had met 
IMPPA last Friday on move but 
no decision was reached. 


UA Bd. to Decide 
Sears Brit. Setup 
At N. Y. Parley 


Whether Grad Sears returns to 
England within a few weeks to con- 
tinue his battle for playing time on 








| the circuits there probably will be 


| tryites, in an 


|mont-British, It is 


determined by the United 


board at a N. Y. meeting tomorrow | 
| (Thursday). 
| distribution 


UA v.p. in charge of 
returned to 
from England last weekend to make 
his report to the directorate. 

Sears had been in England for 
more than a month huddling with 
John Davis, J. Arthur Rank’s top 
lieutenant, and other British indus- 
effort to break the 
stymie which-is keeping UA product 
off Rank’s circuits, Odeon and Gau- 
understood he 
made little progress. 

As an alternative, UA distribution 
topper has been lining up indie cir- 
cuits to provide playing time. This 
is understood to be one of the major 


| points on which Sears will talk with 
| the board. Members will determine 


Louise Beavers, | 
George Chandler, | 


| that company will shortly have 26 | 


Tudor Wil- | 





y+ 


whether he should continue along 
that line. 


Situation in Britain is getting 
more and more difficult for UA, | 
with product piling up. It’s said 


pictures awaiting playoff there. 
Sears had a talk with Rank him- 

self in the U. S. recently, but crossed 

paths with the British film tycoon 


over. the weekend. Rank arrived 
back in Emgland yesterday (Tues- 
day ). 


Aside from the Sears report, there 
is nothing but routine business on 
the board’s agenda for tomorrow. 
Meeting has been twice postponed 
by lack of a quorum. Six of the 
eight members are required. and 
with Arthur W. Kelly and Arnold 
Grant in Hollywood, Charles 
Schwartz at Lake Placid and Ed- 
ward C. Raftery in Buffalo last 
week, there was an_ insufficient 
number of directors in town, Kelly 
is returning to New York tomorrow 
morning and Raftery is already 
back, so only Schwartz and Grant 
will be absent. 





‘MIDWEST FLOODS BOP 





which latter assumed $2,000,000 of !able to swing back into action. 


TRAVELING EXHIB BIZ 


St. Louis, July 22. 
It will be several weeks before 


Artists’ | 


the U. S. | 











UA Buyout 


Continued from page 3 








trib and the third would be a finan- 
cing company to put up second 
money for filmaking by the firm's 


Mexico as New Film Prod. Center 
For Latin Yarns Forecast by Golden 





producer-owners. This latter would 
be an important aspect of the reor- 
ganization, as it would be a consid- 
erable help in assuring the outfit 
product, one of its principal head- 


Korda’s 16m Deal 


Los Angeles, 22 


July 22. 








Contracts covering exclusive dis- 
aches. It also would increase the tribution of 24 Alexander Korda 
company’s income, since UA would} features throughout the United 
thus share in the profits of pictures. | states and Canada has been closed 

Division of Profits by Scotty Brown, head of Embro 

Profits of a! three companies | 16m company, and Arnold Grant 
would be divided among the pro-| Korda attorney 

| ducers, according to their stock hold-| jx of pictiires are color. Dis 


jings. Thus they would whitttle down 
| the cost of distribution and financing 
by having returned to them income 


|over the company’s actual operating 
Producers wouldn’t 


expenses. 
wc, “sti: Near-Shutdewn 
| vance any coin to obtain. stock | 
| Shares, but would have to guarantee 
| production of a certain number of | (Of (’ , * 
ongressional 
Library Pic Unit 


tribution will be threug! local 
camera shops throughout this coun- 


try and Canada. 


|pictures over a_ specified period. | 
|They then would pay off the cost 
| of their stock out of the income of 
| these films. This is exactly the way 
| David O. Selznick and Sir Alexander 
| Korda obtained their stock in the 


|}company, which they've since sold 


| back. Washington, July 22. 
| Grinieff is certain that he could| Wiping out the Library of Con- 
| get the necessary financing from | gress motion picture project is the 


most crushing blow, thus far, to the 
film activities of the Government 


| banks and other sources to float the 





| idea. His interest would be the ob- 
i taining of a fee for his services in| and comes close to shutting 
| setting the whole thing up. It’s under- | down. In the past couple of years, 
stood he’d also be interested in pos- | the Library had become not only the 
sibly heading the foreign distribu- | depository of copyrighted commer- 
tion unit, as he has many contacts |cial films, but also the collection 
abroad and is familiar with the | body for the bulk of all pictures to 
overseas market. He also has some | be kept as historical records. For in- 
extensive plans for getting coin out |stance, the Library had received 
of foreign countries by producing | nearly all of the film which had been 
abroad. stored in the National Archives, in- 

Overcomes a No. of Defects cluding many foreign pictures seized 

Grinieff’s plan is said to over- | by _the Army during the wees : 

come a number of defects that have _ There - not much idea as oficial 
held up the Fabian-Semenenko ne- | circles what the ultimate Outcome 
gotiations. One of these is the tax | will be. Congress has suggested . 
problem faced by Miss Pickford ig | Committee | to study the situation. 
she is bought Pool Under Grinieff’s However, if such a committee were 
scheme, she’d get stock in the three put to work, nothing could be done 
companies and would get her payoff = reverse last week’s slaughter be- 
|in installments. Also she’d retain her fore next year. 





: : F T oO gencies which hav 
| active interest in the management of | he ther sone int hic have 
} |been heavily clipped by the con- 


| VA—which she is loathe to give up 
—since, as a producer, she'd be on 
| the board of the three companies. 

| A White Russian who came to the 
| U. S. in 1937, Grinieff has suddenly | 
| sprung to prominence in the industry 
| in the past year. This has been prin- 


; gressional economy wave have been 
ithe film section of the Department 
of Agriculture and the State Depart- 
ment’s Office of International 


Tr. 
an 


Former has been the biggest 


ducer in the government, turning out 


pro- 


cipally through deals in which he } , 
bought rights from American pro- fact films for other departments as 
ducers for distribution of their films |W@!l aS for Agriculture. However. 

all of the departments have had 


| abroad. He has no setup for such 
| distribution, but resells the rights to | *. : ; 
| local people in each country. In most | direction that there will be far less 
cases, large sums of cash in dollars |f0r the Agriculture film setup to do 
were needed and Grinieff had the | this year. In addition, its own funds 
coin right at hand. | have been cropped severely. Work 
Prior to coming to the U. S., he | 9 State Department's OIC is to be 
produced films in Paris and was ac- | limited to furnishing foreign-lan- 
tive in distribution there. A short | guage soundtracks for pictures made 
time after he came here, he ceased | by others, and its New York and 
|all work, however. as a result of | Washington operation is having the 
personal tragedy. His daughter was | Staff cut in less than half. 
killed in an auto accident and 
wife became seriously ill. It 


his 
; upon her death about a year prs | COL. AT PEAK IN AUG. 
ee became active in ‘e WITH 1? IN PRODUCTIO 


He is understood to be bankrolled Stelivweed Suly 92 
by a second of sing one gong ne | Production at Columbia will reach 
and — acturers —— Y %0C its 1947 peak next month with 12 
Harris, New York insurance man, 


H = ener tn Hirrin Seeder features and four two-reelers facing 
arris 1s a partner in farris-brocer. | the lenses. Features will consist of 
which recently. through CGrinieff. | 


: . 'nine starters and three holdovers 
bought reissue rights to most of |»... July. ~ 


their funds so sharply clipped in that 











owners of portable circuits, both 35m | 
and 16m, who visit the hinterlands 
in Missouri, Illinois and Iowa will be 
Re- 
cent floods that approached a 103- | 
year record for devastation has left 
unpaved roads that are still unpass- 
able and residents in these remote 
communities have little appetite for 
film shows until they recover losses 
suffered from the floods. 

Although express shipments of 
films to towns and areas affected by 
the flood were able to get through | 


| these traveling exhibs tossed in the 


‘Welles Ends ‘Macbeth’ 


Scroll, ac- | slightly under the budget. 


sponge until conditions improve. 
About 20 towns were visited by the 
portable circuit exhibs in this area. 





Day Under Schedule 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Orson Welles wound up produc- | 
tion of “Macbeth” at Republic in 20 
days, one day ahead of schedule and | 
In addition to his producer chores, | 
Welles functioned as_ director, 
scripter and star. Cast consisted 
largely of Mercury Theatre players, 
many of whom had no previous e@x- | 
perience in pictures. . j 


| hibitors 


Universal's product of the past 10 | Newcomers will be “Royal Mail.” 
years. Sermenenko’s bank put up 


considerable of the money involved. 


N. Central Allied Pushes 
St. Paul Fight Against | r2° Mating’ ot ‘Milie™ asd “The 


10% City Admission Tax *“" % “** *"" seems it 
Del Ruth’s Bambino Biopic 


Said,” “Blondie’s Anniversary,” “Wo- | 
man from Tangiers,” “Prince of the | 
Stallions,” “Silverado.” “Rose of | 
Santa Rosa” and “Bright 





Eyes.” | 








Minneapolis, July 22. 
North Central Allied will use full- 
screen | 


' 
| 


page newspaper ads, and Skedd d f S h 
jiaieee in ego to avert a 10% | e or eptem er 
city admission tax which the St.!} Hollywood, July 22. 

Paul city council proposes along) Baseball career of Babe Ruth will 
with substantial boosts in theatre) be filmed by Roy Del Ruth for Allied 
license fees. Petition also will be Artists release, starting early in 
circulated and presented #0 the! January, with Joe Kaufman as asso- 


council requesting that proposal be 
dropped. 


ciate producer and Bob Considine 
|screenplaying his own book, “Bam- | 

Ads and trailers will point out! bino.” 
that admission tax could not be ab-|} Ruth ‘will not appear in the pic- | 
sorbed by exhibitors but would have? utre but will draw $150,000, plus a 
to be passed on to the public. | percentage of the profits, for permis- | 

Bennie Berger. NCA _ president,! sion to screen the story. 
dGeciares ihe boxoffice already is 
slipping. and a new tax would push play never seen on a baseball field, 
it further down. With curtailment in| took the play away from Republic 
patronage and high film costs, ex-| in getting the Babe Ruth story. Rep 
will be “dead ducks.’ he} had been considered to have the in- 
claims. | side track on the story, so much so 

George Granstrom, prominent ex- ' that Rep prexy Herbert J. Yates an- | 
hibitor. is chairman of committee | nounced several months ago that his 
leading fight against, tax. .{ studio would film, Ruth's career, ‘a 


a wt°. 3 & nel 4iVinin = - 
FAALICU AL Liotds, UlliIZII a syucece 


them | 


{formation and Cultural! Affairs. | 


“In a Little Spanish .Town,” “Port | 


Washington, July 22. 


Mexico looms as a new film pro- 
duction center to be used by Holly- 
wood for Latin stories, with sav- 
ings of 40 to 50% as a result, says 
Nathan D. Golden, film for Office of 
{International Trade of Commerce 
'Department. Recently back from a 
governmental trip to Mexico City. he 
points out nevertheless that the Mex 


—¥4 





industry is knee deep in trouble, 
largely because of the runaway labor 
on situation 
In a report issued today, Golden 
writes 
“To keep the existing studios oper- 
lating, American film producers are 


|} being invited to utilize studio space 
jin Mexico. Several American com- 
panies have made pictures in Mex- 
}ican studios in the past six months. 
|Tw9 Hollywood companies are shoot- 
ing films at the Churubusco studios. 
U.S. producers now working in Mex- 
ico claim that their production costs 
jare from 40 to 50% less in Mexico 
than in Hollywood. Then, too, they 





feel that, where specialized Latin- 
|American background and highest 
authenticity are essential, Mexico 


|offers these things in ‘natural form,’ 
obviating the necessity of reproduc- 
ing them in Hollywood. 

“The newest film produced in 
Mexico is John Steinbeck’s story ‘La 
'Perla de la Paz’. Both Mexican and 
American money went into this pic- 
|ture. It was produced in both Span- 
lis and English and may blaze the 
{trail for the regular production of 
| bi-lingulas in Mexico.” 
| Discussing Mexican 
|Golden says: 

“In the lush days during the war, 
|Mexican motion. pictures’ found 
|themselves in great demand in all 
markets of Latin America. This was 
largely at the expense of Argentine 
| films, which were severely curtailed 
}In consequence of raw stock short- 
ages. This profitable production 
and sale of Mexican films led to the 
| Springing up in Mexico of numerous 
‘film producers; many of these had 
never had any experience in the in- 
|dustry.” Golden cited: that a level- 
| ing off of production started in 1946, 
{native producers finding it more 
| difficult to get playdates. Result 
|has been fewer Mexican productions 


production, 


jin recent months. 

| The Credito Cinematografico Mex- 
jicano, launched last February, will 
jlend up to 40% of production costs, 
says Golden, but plans to finance 
only 40 quality productions annually. 


Col. Decides on Sharp 
Cut for Its Pressbooks 


| As result of a survey conducted 
by it, Columbia has decided on a 
sharp cut in the size of its press- 
| books. Company, heretofore, had the 
most elaborate books in the indus- 
try, officials state. Survey disclosed, 
it's said, that books actually had 
‘seven times more material in them 
| than exhib could possibly use on a 





| film. Decision to pare books there- 


upon followed. 

Move is part of action by Colum- 
bia to tighten on expenses. Com- 
pany has also let out four field ex- 
ploiters as part of the shaving pro- 
cess. 





Open First Hollywood 
Quonset Hut Theatre 


Hollywood, July 22. 

The Village theatre, the area's 
first quonset hut theatre, has just 
opened in Roger Young Village, 
quonset hut development for veter- 
ans here. House is still subject to 
approval by Los Angeles Building 
and Safety Council. 

Lee Naify and Joe Farsh, oper- 
ators, have built in cement walls 
and taken other protective measures 
in the projection booth that cost an 
added $10,000. Total cost of con- 
version of giant hut, construction 


‘and equipment is estimated at $50,- 


000. 





WB Signs Geo. Bruce 


George Bruce, whose last studio 
affiliation was with Metro, inked a 


term writer-producer pact with 
Warners over the weekend. First 


assignment is scripting ‘The Persian 
Cat” on William Jacobs’ production 
schedule. 

Bruce recently wound up screen- 
plays of “Cagliostro” and “Life of 


Rudolph Valentino” for Edward 
Small. His last stint for Metro was 
“Fiesta,” > t2 
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CHARLES MOSS, -— 
Managing Director, Loew’s Criterion, New York, 


says this: 


dria nae He nn tina ad i annie an ite 





“We never believed it possible that the 
Criterion Theatre could hit an opening day 


figure such as we did on BRUTE FORCE, which 





broke all records by 30%. Audiences of all 









types literally stormed the doors. There is no 


doubt about BRUTE FORCE being a big‘ hit.” 







Get in early on this big business. Date it now. 








& ea with the men on re “inside” : 
ina HUME CHARLES al on thi wen ca ac can 


- ; R (CRONYN BICKFORD YVONNE ANN ELLA ANITA f- : eo 
: beeen ART SMITH JEFF COREY DeCARLO BLYTH RAINES COLBY : 
















a MARK HELLINGER Diadtiction Directed by JULES DASSIN - Screenplay by RICHARD BROOKS - From a story by Robert Patterson 
Associate Producer: JULES BUCK - A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL’ RELEASE We? -~. 












*Also-breaking records in the phenomenal five-theatre run, 
Los Angeles. (United Artists, Fox Ritz, Guild, Iris, Studio City.) | 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23, 1947 





Break 


Break in prolonged heat wave last 
Saturday (19) is just what the 
Broadway deluxers needed. The dewy 
weather and a flock of new films are 
making the Times Square firstrun 
picture look better than it has in| 
weeks. Influx of holiday vacationers | 
on a larger scale also was noted over | 
the past week, being tipped by big | 
hotel bookings. 

Weather hypo is helping both the | 


Capitol and Criterion to new records, | land $75,000 after big $89,000 open- 


and gave the Strand a summer non- 
holiday weekend high. Cap. with 
“The Hucksters” and stageshow head- 
ed by Tony and Sally De Marco and 
Charles Trenet, looks to hit $110,000 
or better. This figure is a new non- 
holiday week mark, and may come 
near the alltime record. had 

“Brute Force” seems certain of 
cracking the former mark at the Cri- 
terion, with $64,000, or near, in pros- 
sect. This beats the high held by 
‘Bandit of Sherwood Forest.” Strong | 
ad campaign and bally, plus upped | 
scale at night and grind until nearly 
4 a.m. are contributing to smash ses- 
sion. Also, the film is short, allowing 
speedy turnover. ; 

“Cry Wolf,” with Freddy Martin | 
band, Artie Dann and others on stage, | 
is giving the Strand a big $67,000. | 
Another new entry that’s doing well 
is “They Won’t Believe Me,” which 
looks to land a trim $26,000 in first 
stanza at the Palace. The other new 
picture is “Slave Girl,” playing day- 
date at Winter Garden and Park 
Avenue. It’s disappointing at both 
houses, with mild $18,000 or less 
likely at the former and mere $6,000 
at the Park Avenue. 

“Crossfire3 opened yesterday (Tues- 
day) at the Rivoli after three dull 
weeks with “Repeat Performance.” 
“Apache Rose” and “Sioux City Sue” 
also teed off yesterday at the Rialto. 





in Heat Gives Spurt to B way; 
‘Hucksters’-De Marcos-Trenet 1106, 
‘Brute’ Wow 646, ‘Wolf’-Martin 676 


|Held up 


. 
(Wednesday). First week hit trim 
$26,000, best here in weeks. Helped 
by surprisingly nice notices. Last 
week, “Riff-Raff’ (RKO) (3d wk- 
4 days), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
—“Perils of Pauline” (Par) and 
Phil Spitalny orch on stage (3d wk). 
Third frame opens today (Wed.). 
nicely in second session, 
in view of competition on street, to 


ing week. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-2.40) 
—‘“Slave Girl” (U). No dice at $6,000 
or under in initial week ending to- 
day (Wednesday), playing day-date 
with Winter Garden. May hold. Last 
week, “They Were Sisters” (U) very 
minor $4,000. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: 70-$2.40) — “Ghost 
Mrs. Muir” (20th) and stageshow 


(4th-final wk). Slipping to $113,000 
or near, not strong as compared with 
big $130,000 for third week. “Bache- 
lor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) opens 
tomorrow (Thursday). 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)— 
“Apache Rose” (Rep) and “Sioux 
City Sue” (Rep). Opened yesterday 
(Tuesday). Five days of “Green 
Cockatoo” (Indie), in ahead, hit fine 
$5,000. Previous full week, “Dick 
Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO), $6,000. 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—“Crossfire” (RKO). Started here 


‘POSSESSED’ SOLID 
$18,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, July 22. 

Holdovers and re-issues predom- 
inate the main stem currently but 
grosses are fairly good. “Possessed” 
teamed with “Philo Vance Returns” 
looks best of newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘Possessed” (WB) and “Philo 
Vance Returns” (PRC). Solid $18,- 


000. Last week, “Egg and I” (U) 
(3d wk), big $12,000. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 


“Likely Story” (RKO) and “Tarzan 
Huntress” (RKO). Modest $16,000. 
Last week, “Son of Battle” (20th) 
and “The Trespasser” (Rep), $19,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Happened On 5th Ave.” (Mono) 
and “Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (2d 
wk). Oke $9,000 after $13,000 first 
stanza. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“In Old California” (Rep) and “Sis 
Hopkins” (Rep) (reissues). Neat 
$8,500. Last week, “Fiesta” (M-G) 
and “Little Mister Jim”  (M-G) 
(m.o.), fancy $11,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Jungle 
Flight” (Par) (6th wk). Okay 


$6,500 after good $8,000 fifth ses- 
sion, 


‘Hucksters Sets. 
Philly Afire, 426 


Philadelphia, July 22. 








yesterday (Tuesday). In ahead, “Re- 
peat Performance” 


000 second week, very disappointing. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 


ing stageshow. 
(Wednesday). Third week of 
Rose” (20th) plus Olsen & Johnson 





“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” comes 
into the Music Hall tomorrow (Thurs- 
day ) 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir.” On the same day, 
“Gunfighters” opens at the Victoria 
after six highly profitable weeks with 
“Duel in Sun.” Also opening Thurs- 
day is “Wyoming” at the Globe fol- 
lowing 12 thin days with “Trouble 
With Women.” 

Big opening today (Wednesday) is 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now,” 
with Abbott & Costello heading 
stageshow, at the Roxy. It follows 
three nice weeks of “Moss Rose,” 
plus Olsen-Johnson revue on stage. 

Reissue combo of “Congorilla” and 
“Borneo,” at the Gotham, is holding 
well a $12,500 for second frame after 
smash $17,500 opener. Holding a 
third session, which is first time this 
hes happened with dualers here. _ 

“Perils of Pauline,” with Phil Spi- 
talny band on the stage, is giving the 
Paramount a fine $75,000 on its sec- 
ond week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
—‘Best Years” (RKO) (35th wk). 
Holding its own well at $22,000 after 
$23,000 for 34th week, both fine for 
this stage of run. Stays until 
Aug. 14. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.507— 
“Copacabana” (UA) (2d wk). For 
initial holdover session ending to- 
morrow (Thursday) looks to get 
only $10,000 or less after $14,000 
opener. Both are unexciting, but 
about the pace for this house re- 
cently. Likely to call it off this 
week, and house then may shutter. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Hucksters” (M-G) with Tony and 
Selly DeMarco, Charles Trenet, Ted 
Sirceter orch heading — stagebill. 
Terrific, with new non-holiday rec- 
ord assured and possibly new all- 
time high under current policy. 
First week soaring to $110.000 or 
better. Opening day played to big- 
gest attendance mark here. Holds, 
natch! In ahead, “Fiesta” (M-G) 
with Lena Horne, George Paxton 
orch topping stage show (3d wk), 
$¢° 000. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1.700; 60-$1.85) 
—Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). Sec- 
ond stanza starts today (Wednes- 
day ). Initial week hit new high here 
at $64,000 or near. Scale of $1.50 at 
night boosting take. ° In _ ahead, 
“Ivy” (U) (3d wk), n.s.h. $42,000 at 
usual prices. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.500: 70-$1.20)— 
“Trouble With Women” (Par) (2d 
wk-5 days). Slipping to mild $8.500 
f:r abbreviated stanza after modest 
$15.500 opener. “Wyoming” (Rep) 
opens tomorrow (Thursday ). 

Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— 
“Congorilla” 
(Indie) (reissues) (2d wk). Jungle- 
picture combo doing sensationally, 
holding to strong $12,500 in initial 
holdover stanza after giant $17,500 
teenff. 
and best coin done on present dual 
policy. Stays a third. 

Hellywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
—‘Possessed” (WB) (8th wk). 
Climbing a bit to $17,000, as against 
okay $16,500 for last week. Still in 
coin, 
August. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.20)— 
“They Won't Believe Me” 
(2d wk). Second stanza starts today 


and remains here until mid- | 


(RKO) | 


revue on stage was down to $65,000 
or less after stout $75.00 for second. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 


Ciro Rimac orch, Harry Babbitt, 
Sue Ryan heading vaude. Doing 
fairly well at $26,500. Last week, 
“Ege and I” (U) (2d run) (2d wk) 
with Vincent Lopez orch, others, on 
stage, nice $25.000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 75-$1.50)— 
“Cry Wolf” (WB) plus Freddy Mar- 
tin orch, Cocoanut Grove revue, 
Artie Dann heading stagebill. Head- 
ing for smash $67.000. Stavs on. Last 
week, “Unfaithful” (WB) plus 
Vaughn Monroe orch heading stage- 
show (3d wk), rousing $66,000, over 
hopes, and ending unusually big 
three weeks. 





Victoria (City Investing) (720: 
70-$1.20)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) 
(fth-final wk). Down to $13.500. 
after $15.500 last round. “Gun- 
| fighters” (Col) opens tomorrow 
| (Thursday). 


Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
| $1.20)—“Slave Girl” (U). Disappoint- 
ing at mild $18,000 or less. after 
taking beating from many of crix. 
However, holds. Last week. fifth of 
“New Orleans” (UA), $9,000. 


L’ville Still Lags, But 
‘Hucksters’ Fine $17,000; 
‘Perils’ Smart $14,000 


Louisville, July 22. 





‘to lure the patrons. “Perils 


(E-L) (3d wk-6) & 
days), down to $7,000 after thin $11,-| in the year. 


80-$1.50)— | the Gable-Kerr starrer. “ 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now”|and “Ramrod” are getting a fair 
(20th) with Abbott & Costello head- | Play among the newcomers. “Woman 
Opens here today | on Beach” and “Ghost Mrs. Muir 
“Moss | are receiving only scant attention, 


after four nice weeks aay. | Co" Man Out” (U) (2d run) with | 


Summer biz continues to be so-so, | 900... Opener last week was 
| with a varied assortment of product $21.500. 

§ pe = 
Pauline” at the Rialto and “Huck- | “Ramrod” (UA). 


“Hucksters” is setting dull Philly 
afire withthe hottest biz since early 
Nothing along Film 
Row is even in the same league with 
“Possessed” 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
“Woman on Beach” (RKO). Sad 
$8,000. Last week, “Honeymoon” 
(RKO), $7,500 on second week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Living in Big Way” (M-G) (2d 
run). So-so $4,500. Last week, 
“High Barbaree” (M-G), $4,200 sec- 


ond run, 

Boyd (WB) (2.350; 50-94)—“Ivy” 
(U) (2d wk). Dipping to fairish 
$16,500 after okay $23,500 opener. 

Earle (WB) (2,760: 50-94 )—“Huck- 
sters’ (M-G). Superb $42,000. Last 
week, “Best Years” (RKO), good 


at $1.20 top. 
Fox (20th) (2.250; 50-94)—“Ghost 
|Mrs. Muir” (20th). Mild $19,000. 


Last week, “Moss Rose” (20th), be- 
low expectations at .$17,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 
—‘“Perils Pauline’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Nice $16,000. Last week, $19,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—“Time Out of Mind” (U). Pale 
$8,000. Last week, “Yearling” (M-G) 
(8th wk), fair $7,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 
—‘‘Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (2d run). 
Good $8.000. Last week, ‘“Copa- 
cabana” (UA), $5.000*second run. 

tbhaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— 
“Possessed” (WB). Oke $27,500. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB), mild 
$16,500 third week. 


Pix (Cummins) (500: 9$0-$1.25)— 
“Duel im Sun” (SRO) (4th wk) 
(m.o.). Fair $6,000. Last week, 
$6.500. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-94)— 
“Fiesta” (M-G) (2d wk). Mild $16,- 





nice 


Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-94)— 


Fine $14.000. Last 


sters” at Loew's State, both heavily | week, “Trail Street” (RKO), $8,000 


are just jogging along. 
- Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 
60)—“‘Miracle 34th St.” (20th) 
downtown wk). Potent at $4,000. 
Last week, lively at $5,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) 
Street” (RKO). 
“Mighty McGurk” (M-G), $3,200. 

Mary Andersen (‘People’s 


Moderate $4,000. Last week, fairish 
$5,000 


National (Standard) (2,400: 40-60) 
—‘Odd Man Out” (U). Got 
raves, but public reaction is mild 





| Orleans” (UA) 
| (PRC), $6,500. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400: 40-60)—‘Perils 
(Par) and- “Cover 


and 


| Pauline” 
| Town” 


| Me” (RKO) and “Thunder Mountain” 
| (RKO), $10,000. 

| State (Loew's) 

| “Hucksters” (M-G). 


fighters” (Col) and “Corpse Came 
C.O.D.” (Col), $12,000. ; 


Scoop ‘Louisville Theatres) 


(3d | 


(1,200; 30-40) | 
—“Blaze of Noon” (Par)-and “Trail | 
Good $3,100, Last | ; | 
week, “Guilt Janet Ames” (Col) and | Hucksters,” with great week at the 


crix | 


and so is $7,000. Last week, “New | 
“Brute Man”. 
Big | 
(3,300: 40-60)— ! 


: Big noise of | “Duel in Sun” 
Latter is over expectancy, | week. fine $17,000. Last week, “Gun-| wk). Nice $6,000. Last week, $6.500. $14,000. 


(700: | 


exploited, will grab top coin. H.o's| Second week. 





Buff. Mildish Albeit 


: Buffalo, July 22. 
Big news here this stanza is “The 


| Great Lakes. “Ghost arid Mrs, Muir” 


(1,100; | is disappointing at the Buffalo, 
40-60 )—“‘Unfaithful” (WB) (3d wk). | 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea). (3,500: 40-70)— 
| “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and “Cover 
‘Big Town” (Par), Modest $12,000. 

Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) and 
“Dark Delusion” (M-G), fine $16.000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500: 40-70)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Great $22,500. 
Last week. “Miracle 34th St.” (20th), 
fine $15,000. 
Hipp (Shea) 
(m.o.), 


Okay $8,500. Last 


week, “Perils of Pauline” (Par) 
(m.0.), same. ° 
Teck (Shea) (1.400: 90-$1.25)— 


(SRO) (m.o.) (6th 


| Lafayeiie (Basil) (3,660, 46-76)5— 
| “The Web” (U) and “Sport of Kings” 
(Indie). Fairly good $11,000. Last 


$21,500 on moveover from Karlton,, 


‘Hucksters’ Big $22,500 


(2,100; 40-70) —*Un- | 
q (Par). Okay $14,000 or a) faithful” (WB) and “Dark Delusion” , $24,00 
(Indie) and “Borneo” | bit over. Last week, “Won't Believe | ‘(M-G) 


Chi Okay; Homestretch’ Sturdy 196, 
‘bth Ave.’ 186, Ruth Stage Big 656, 2d 





Grosses Are Net : 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie. withe 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetie admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax 


Pauline’ Paces 
Pitt, Big 21/46 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 
Big noise this week is “Perils of 
Pauline” which is giving the Stan- 
ley its best gross in weeks. “I Won- 


der Who’s Kissing Her Now” also 
is strong at the smaller Fulton. 





“Dear Ruth” at Penn, in second 
week, is continuing to surprise 
everyone. Warner with “Trouble 


With Women” is doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing’ Her Now” 


(20th). Heading for smart $12,500. 
Last week, “Great Expectations” 
(U) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Gunfighters” (Col) Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “Ghost Mrs. . Muir” 
(20th), dull $6,000. ‘ 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
—“‘Dear Ruth” (Par) (2d wk). 


Healthy and holding to big $18,000. 
Last week, smash $29,500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 90-1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (4th wk). 
Fine $5,500. Last week, $6,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Time Out of Mind” (U) and 
“Vigilantes Return” (U). Fair $3,500. 
Last week, “Miracle 34th St.” (20th) 
(5th wk), $3,750. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Perils of Pauline” (Par). Big $21,- 
500. Sold as musical instead of 
serial queen biog and results are 
big. Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) 
(2d wk), $13,800. 

Warner (WB) = (2.000: 

“Trouble With Women” (Par). Nice 
$9,000. Last week, “Born to Kill” 
(RKO) and “Likely Story” (RKO), 
fair $7,000. 


‘Hucksters’ Big News In 
Det.; Smash at $43,000; 
‘Believe Me’ Fast 176 


Detroit, July 22. 


40-70 )— 





heads and shoulders above all com- 
petition here this week, Its nearest 
competitors, “Odd Man Out,” at the 
Downtown and “The Web,” at the 
large Fox, are way behind its sock 
week. Of the holdovers, “Unfaithful” 
is doing well at the Broadway- 
Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 


“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Banjo” (2d wk). Mild $9,000. - Last 
week, about same. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,309: 70-95) — “Unfaithful” (WB) 
and “Dick Tracy’s Dilemma” (RKO) 
(m.o.). Stout $14,000. Last week. 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) and “Danger 
Street” (Par), swell $15,000, also on 
m.0. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 70-95) 
—“Odd Man Out” (U). Tall $20,000. 
Last week, “High Barbaree”’ (M-G) 
and “Likely Story” (2d wk), unhappy 
| $7,000. 

Cinema (Marten) (250: 60-90)— 
|“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) 
(reissue). Slim $1,500. Last week. 
“Hitting New High’ (RKO) and 
“Love Affair” (RKO) (reissues), fair 
$1,200. 

Madison (UD) (1.866: 50-60)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Hit 
| Parade 1947” (Rep). Average $2.100 
jin days. Last week, “Trouble With 
Women” 
(WB), okay $2,000 in 3 days. 

Michigan (UD) 44.039: 
| “Hucksters” (M-G). 








70-95 )— 


Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) and 


| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.100; 70-95) 
|—“The Web” (U) and “King Wild 
| Horses” (Col). 


“The Hucksters,” at Michigan, is 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95)— | 


| 
| 


(Par) and “The Verdict” ) 


Smash $43,000. | 
ae Dilemma” (RKO), tall | 


“ Chicago, July 22. 

Chi’s Loop pictures, all hoidoverg 
except two, are showing good hold- 
ing power due to impact from con- 
ventioneers, many of them foregoe 
ing usual nitery rounds for less exe 
pensive film entertainment. 

Of newcomers, “Happened On 
Fifth Ave.,” at Apollo, looks sturdy 
$18,000 and “Homestretch.” at Roosee 
velt, indicates a neat $19,000. 

Top take appears a toss-up be- 
tween two vaudepix houses. “I 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now.” 
at Oriental with Harmonicats and 
Dale Evans on stage, appears great 
$60,000 in third week. “Dear Ruth,” 
in second session at Chicago with 
Jo Stafford and Victor Borge on 
stage, will be sock $65,000 or near, 
“Great Expectations” is still strong 
on its second United Artists week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Apello (B&K) (1,200; 95)—‘Hape- 
pened On Fifth Ave.” (Mono), 
Sturdy $18,000. Last week, “Stair. 
way to Heaven” (U) (‘3d wk), 
$12,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 95)—“Dear 


Ruth” (Par)) with Jo Stafford and 
Victor Borge ‘heading stage show 
(2d wk). Big $65,000. Last week, 
sock $75,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 95)—‘“Gune- 
fighters” (Col) and “Corpse Came 
C.0.D.” (Col) (8d wk). Still stout 
at $14,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (8th wk). Exits with 
about $13,500. Last week, big 
$15,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3.400; 95 )—» 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now 
(20th) with Harmonicats and Dale 
Evans on stage (3d wk). Great 
$60,000 or near. Will stay another 
week. Last week, tremendous 
$65,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Ivy" 
(U) and “Little Miss Broadway” 
(U) (2d wk). Fair $16,000. Last 


week, nice $22,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 95)—“Out- 
law” (UA) (4th wk). Still doing 
well at $16,000 for subsequent-run, 
Last week, $18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) 
“omestretch” (20th). 


(1.500; 95)— 
Sturdy $19,» 


000. Last week, “Cheyenne” (WB) 
(4th wk), $15,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 95)—~ 


‘*Possessed’’ (WB) (5th wk). 
Staunch $17,000. Last week, $19,000, 
United Aritists (B&K) (1.700; $5 

—“Great Expectations’. (U) (| 
wk). Strong at $21,000. Last week, 
$25,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.073: 95)~ 
“Repeat Performance ‘(E-L) came 
in Monday (21). In ahead, “Miracle 
34th St.” (20th). (6th wk—5 davs) 
oke $9,000 after $15,000 for fifth 
week. 

World (Playhouse) (Indie) (5873 
75)—“Great Waltz’ (M-G) ‘(6th wk) 
(reissue), Fancy $3,500. Last week, 
$5,000. 


Stranger’ Huge 306 In 
Frisco; ‘Kissing’ 0K 276, 
‘Hucksters’ Secko 3736 


San Francisco, July 22. 











Personal appearances by George 
Jessel, Eddie Cantor, Martha Stewe 
art, June Haver and others on opene 
ing day of “Wonder Who's Kissing 
Her Now” at the Fox, gave house 
$7,500 teeoff buf week’s totat is only 
rated as healthy. 

Another preem, 
Stranger,” at St. Francis, is doing 
much better. This small-seater is 
heading for a colossal session, with 
prospects that the take will beat the 
big-seater Fox. St. Francis is opens 
ing at 9 am., giving fast turnover 
Other big opening, “The Hucksters. 
looks to land a sock week at the 
Warfield. 

Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 65-1.00) 
— ‘Woman On Beach” (RKO) plus 
vaude headed by Wee Bonnie Baker. 
Oke $20,500. Last week. “Honeys 
moon” (RKO) plus vaude headed by 
Max Baer and Maxie Rosenbloom, 
nice $23,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—“Wone 
der Who’s Kissing Her Now” (20th) 
and “Crimson Key” (20th). Healthy 
$27.000 or near. Last week. “Uncere 


“Welcome 


cover Maisie’ (M-G) and “Dark 
Delusion” (M-G), $16,500. 
Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)~ 


“The Hucksters” (M-G). Sock $37.* 
500. Last week, “Unfaithful” «WB) 
(3d wk), pleasing $7,500 in 4 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 55-85)~ 


“Possessed” (WB). Big $25.000. Last 


Fairly good $22,000. | 


/Last week, “Wonder Who's Kissing | 


| Her Now” (20th) (2d wk), down to 


; Waims-State (UD) (2.876: 70-85)— 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) and 
|“Thunder Mountain” (RKO). Lusty 


40-60)—“Carmen” (Indie) (2d wk). | week, “Gunfighters” (Col) and “Alias | $17,000 or over..Last week, “Woman 


Trim $2.000 
| punchy $2,800. 


after initial 


| ander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) and 
“Western Union” (20th) (2d wk) (re- 
issues). Mild $4,500, not so bad, after 


‘ first week's $6,000, 


week's Mr. Twilight” (Col), ditto. 


20th Century (20th Cent.) (3.000: 


Strand (FA) (1.400: 46-60)—“Alex- | 40-70 —““Repeat Performance” (E-L) | 


and ‘Heartaches’ (PRC). Slow 
$9,000. Last week, “Tarzan Huntress” 


san, and “Dick Tracy's Dilemma” 


(RKO), fairly good $12,000, 


'on Beach” (RKO) and “Heartaches” 
(RKO), stout $20,000. 

United Artists (UD) (1,941: 70-95) 
—“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Under- 
cover Maisie” (M-G) (4th wk). Still 
| good at $14,000. Last week, strong 
| $16,000, 


week, “Repeat Performance” (E-L), 
$16,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)-» 


“Welcome Stranger” (Par). Colossa 


$30,000 or close. Last week, “They 
Were Sisters” (17), $9,500 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) ‘2.448: 55- 
85)—“Ivy” (U) (2d wk). Fair $12,° 
000. Last week, solid $18.500. , 
United Artists (Blumenfe!d) (1.2075 


55-85)— “Great Expectations” ‘U) 

(4th wk). Nice $10,000. Last week, 

$12,500. . 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: 60-85) 


—This Happy Breed” (U) «11th wk) 
(Continued on page 23) 
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THE NEXT IMPORTANT INDUSTRY DATE IS 


FOLKS IN THE KNOW OUT IN HOLLYWOOD ARE ALL TALKING ABOUT A 
GREAT NEW TECHNICOLOR PICTURE FROM 20TH CENTURY- FOX! 


( same 20th Century-Fox whose Technicolor | WONDER = 











KISSING HER NOW set a new all-time 20th record for any theatre, any 
week in Chicago—a new all-time 20th opening record, in Detroit— 
a sensational pace in Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Boston! 





IT'S THE FIRST TRUE STORY OF SHOW BUSINESS—NOT AS IT’S BEEN TOLD 
A HUNDRED TIMES IN BACKSTAGE PLOT, BUT AS WE IN SHOW BUSINESS 


REALLY KNOW IT! (= as everybody in show business is talking about the Miracle figures 


being set by MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET everywhere—and the miracle 
holdover and move-over runs! 


THIS PICTURE IS “MOTHER WORE TIGHTS” AND IT IS THE NEXT GREAT 
2OTH CENTURY-FOX ATTRACTION TO OPEN IN NEW YORK! 


New Yorkers will also soon be seeing KISS OF DEATH, FOXES OF 
HARROW, NIGHTMARE ALLEY, DAISY KENYON — and FOREVER 


AMBER in Technicolor, GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT and CAPTAIN 
FROM CASTILE in Technicolor! ad 


MOTHER'S GREAT DAY WILL BE WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20TH, WHEN 
“MOTHER WORE TIGHTS” OPENS AT THE ROXY! EVERY SHOWMAN 
WILL REMEMBER MOTHER'S OPENING DAY! 
















fe” kK Mother is BETTY GRABLE—Dad is new-star DAN 
, a DAILEY—and the kids are MONA FREEMAN and 
; ee CONNIE MARSHALL. It was directed by WALTER 
LANG and produced by LAMAR TROTTI. Lyrics 
and music by Mack Gordon and Josef Myrow. 





fe a AAI Adie ang shit tt Bet taal 
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Heat Dulls L.A. But 


$0,000 in 3 Spots; 
556, 3; ‘Copa’ 266, 4; ‘Perils’ 376, 2d 


‘Hucksters’ Sock 
‘Possessed Nice 





Los Angeles, July 22. + 
Major firstrun interest current is 
going to “The Hucksters,” which is 
sighting a magnificent $80,000 or near 
in three theatres. Most other spots y 
re being affe cted By the heat, par- 
ticularly those in the downtown sec- 
tor. Light matinees are the rule. 
“Possessed” is heading for a pleas- 
jng $55,000 in three Warner houses. | 
“Copacabana” looks okay at ey 1000 





in four spots. Reissue bill of “Ari- 
Zona” and “Texas” shapes for neat 
$29,000 in four locations. 

Holdover biz is not too forte al- 


ough “Perils of Pauline,” in two 
es = Sls houses, is solid $37,000 or 
ear in second frame. “Brute Force” 
s slipping down to $34, 000-for, second 
week in five spots. “Ghost Mrs. Muir” 
looks only $22,500 in four houses for 
last six days of third stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— | 
“Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col) | 
(reissues). Neat $4,000. Last week, | 
“Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col) and | 
“T.ast of Redmen” (Col), fair $4,000. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—“Copaca- | 
bana” (UA). Okay $5,000. Last) 
week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d | ° 
wk), ‘slow $2,200. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- | 
$1)— ‘Corpse G-0.D.” (Col) and “Last | 
f Redmen” (Col) (m.0o.). Slight | 
3,000. Last week, “Ivy” (U) (m.o.) | 
(8 days), $4,400 in 8 days. 

aa (Grauman-WC) = (2,048; 

50-$1) — “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) 
(3d wk-6 days). Held six extra days 
because of booking change; down to 

7,000. Last week, neat 10, 500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Possessed” (WB). Good $20,000. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) (3d 
Wk-8 days), $10,400. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 50-$1)—‘“Copacabana” 
(UA). Okay $12,000. Last week, 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d wk), 


$6,000. 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Hucksters”’ (M-G). Wow $20,000. 
“Fiesta” (M-G) (3d wk), 


st week, 
7,600. ; 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Ari- 
gona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col) (re- 

sues). About $4,500. Last week, 
Corpse C.O.D.” (Col) and “Last Red- 
men” (Col), nice $5,200 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)— 
“This Happy Breed” (U) (8th wk). 

own to $2,500. Last week, steady 

3.600. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$4)— 
“Great Expectations” (U) (m.o.) (2d 
wk). Even $4,000. Last week, $4,600. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50- $1 )—' ‘Brute 

orce” (U) (2d wk). Dropping to 
fi 000 or close. Last week, nifty $8,- 


00. 
Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
(UA). Fair 


-$1)—“Copacabana” 
2 ; : “Dishonored 











5,000. Last week, 
ady” (UA) (2d wk), dim $1,800. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Possessed” (WB). Good $17, 000. Last 
week, “Unfaithful” (WB) (3d wk- 
8 days), $7,100. 
Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
eld) (475; 50-85)—“Copacabana” 
UA). Oke $4,000. Last week, “Dis- 
onored Lady” (UA) (2d wk); scant 
1 


800. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Brute 

orce” (U) (2d wk). Near $4,000. 

ast week, sturdy $7,700. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Storm Waters” (M-G). Weak 
$1,500. Last week, “Torment” (Indie) 
(4th wk), $1,900. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
1)—“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and 
‘Born to Speed” (PRC) (3d wk-6 
ays). Scant $7,000. Last week, thin 


10,000. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2.097: 
§0-$1)—‘“‘Hucksters” (M-G). Sock 
9,000. Last week, “Fiesta” (M-G) 
3d wk), $15,400. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) (3d wk- 


) Bes oe Fair $4,500. Last week, oke 


oes (G&S) (900; 90-1.80)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (7th wk). Nice 
$3.500. Last week, $4,000. 

Orpheum (D’'town-WC) (2.210; 50- 
$1)—“‘Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” 
(Col) (reissues). About $15.000. Last 
week, “Corpse C. O. D.” (Col) and 
“Last Redmen” (Col), 


Millien Dollar (D'town) (2,122: 55-| 


§8)—“Bringing Up Father” (Moho) 


with Meet the Missus radio show on | $3,500. Last week, nifty 


stage. Good $18,000. Last week. | 
“Scared to Death” (SG). with Ink) 
Spots on stage, stout $24,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50- $1)—| 
“Other Love” (UA) and “Desperate” 
RKO) (2d wk). Slow $8,000. Last | 
eek, fair $16,700 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50- $1)—| 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) 
—, (Par) (2d wk). Nice $20, 500. 
ast week, fancy $30,000 

Paramount Hollywood 
(1,451; 50-$1)—“Perils Pauline” (Par) 


(2d wk). Sturdy $16,500. Last week, | 


socko $20,400. 
RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 


80)—“Other Love” (UA) and “Des- | 
rate” (RKO) (2d wk). Light 
10,000. Last week, $18,200 


Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50- $1)—“Brute 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





EE. TOO. o ioaacaccvene $666,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
err ee ee $683,000 


(Based on 17 see 








| also helped hypo trade. 





Hucksters’ 286, 
Perils 236, Wash. 


Washington, July 22. 

With two big mid-town houses 
going great. guns over the week- 
end, general biz average is again 
up this week. “Hucksters,” at 
| Palace and ‘Perils of Pauline,” at 
Earle, both have been getting lines, 
and will be big. A wet weekend 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 44-80)— 
‘Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par), plus 
Boyd Raeburn orch on stage. Mod- 
est $21,000. ast week, “Cynthia” 
(M-G) with vaude, good $26,000. 


Columbia (Loew's) (2,263; 44-70) 

—‘‘Michigan Kid” (U). Satisfactory 
| $9,000. Last week, “Miracle 34th 
Street” (20th), same. 

Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par). Fine $23,000 


or over. Last week, “Great Expecta- 
tions” (U), $22,000 


Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85)— 
“Magic Bow” (U). Nice $3,000. 
Last week, “Years Between” (U), 
poor $1,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) 1,838; 44-80)— 
“Won’t Believe Me” (RKO). Near 


$13,000. Last week, “Ivy” (U) (2d 
wk), so-so $10, 

, Metropolitan ( VB) (1,153; 44-74) 
—“Unfaithful” (WB) (2d run). Slim 
$7,500. Last week, “Odd Man Out” 
(U), sturdy $12,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Smash $28,000 
or better, to lead town. Last week, 
“Macomber Affair” (UA), disap- 
pointing $15,000. 


Cincy Up; ‘Hucksters’ 
Huge $22,000, ‘Ivy’ 86 


Cincinnati, July 22. 

Biz is on upbeat at the major 
theatres here, five showing new 
bills this session. Three of new- 
comers are clicks. ‘Hucksters” is 
topping city by a wide margin. “Un- 
faithful” is okay and “Gunfighters,” 
looks solid. “Ivy” shapes as above 
par for Keith's but “Moss Rose” is 
only fairish at the Grand. “Wonder 
Who's Kigsing Her Now” is hold- 
ing strong in second downtown 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee d KO) (3,100; 50-75) —“Un- 
faithful” kay $14,000. Last 
week, “Wonder “i ee Her 


Now" (20th) 
Capitol RROD “a «.000, 50-75) — 
(M-G.) Giant $22,000. 


“Hucksters” 
Last week, “Fiesta” (M-G) 


Holds. 
(2d wk), mo erate $7,000. 
50-75)— 
Fairish $7,000. 


Grand (RKQ) (1,400; 
“Moss Rose” (20th). 
Last week, “Trouble With Women” 
(Par), neat $10,000. 

Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—“Ivy” 


(U). Good $8,000. Last week, 
“Great Expectations’ (U) (3d wk), 
$5,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; ‘50-75)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) (m.o.). 
So-so $4,000. Last week, “Buck Pri- 
vates Home” (UY) (m.o.), $5,000. 





Palace (RKO) (2, 600; 50-75) — 
“Gunfighters” ~(Col). Pleasin $14,- 
000. Last week, “Angel and Bad- 
man” (Rep), ut same 


Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now” 


(20th) (m.o.). Great $10,000. Last 
week, “Miracle 34th St.” (20th) 
(m.o.) (2d wk), nifty $5,500. 








neat $14,600.; Last week, stron 


| $15. 000. Last week, great $28,000. 


and “Big | 


(F&M) | 





Force” (U) (2d wk). Fancy $8,000. 
$12,100. 

Studio City ( C) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). Fair 
6,800. 

United Artists (UA). (2,100; 50-$1) 
—Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). Good 


Uptewn (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— 
“Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) and “Born 
to Speed” (PRC) (3d wk-6 fe 
| Only $4,000. Last week, $6,100 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 50- $1)—“Ari- 
zona” (cg and ‘ ‘Texas” (Col) (re- 
issues ) eat $5,500. Last week, 
“Corpse C. O. D.” (Col) and “Last 
Redmen” (Col), nice $5,600. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 50-$1)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Great $21,000. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) (3d 
closed with $7,000. 

(2,300; 50-$1)— 


‘Carrels’ $14,500, Mont’ 


Montreal, July 22. 
Trade is slowly picking up but ex- 
hibs are afraid of risking holdovers. 
Tops currently is “2 Mrs, Carrolls,” 
but not sock. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,610; 30-45-62)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Good $9,500. 
Last week, “Macomber Affair” (UA), 
$10,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,916; 30-40-50)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and 
“Winter Wonderland” (Rep). Strong 
$5,000 or near. Last week, “Bulldog 
Drummond at Bay” (Col) and “King 
Wild Horses” (Col), $5,000. 


Loew’s (C.T.) (3,115: 35-47-67)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB). Neat $14,- 
500. Last week, “Fiesta” (M-G) (2d 


wk), fancy $13,000. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,119; 30-40-60)— 


Women” (WB) and “Pilgrim Lady” 
(Rep), nice $8,000. 


Cooler Weather Boosts 
Prov.; ‘Hucksters’ Hot 
29G, ‘Perils’ Tall 156 


Providence, July 22. 
“Hucksters” is tops this 
week as the weatherman relented 
and cut down on the humidity. 
Other houses also hep are Majestic’s 
“Unfaithful” and Strand’s “Perils of 
Pauline.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Won't Believe Me’ (RKO) and 
“Banjo” (RKO). Opened today 
(Tues). In~ ahead, gave part of 
week’s holdover to “Ivy” (U) and 
“Vigilantes Return” (U) for good 
$12,000. First stanza was_ solid 
$15,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“‘Cheyenne”’” (WB) and “Step- 
child” (PRC) (2d run). Okay $4,000. 
Last week, “Homestretch’ (20th) 
and “Jewels of Brandenburg” (20th) 
(2d run), same. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) —“West- 
ern Union” (20th) and “Ox-Bow In- 
cident” (20th) (reissues). Peppy 
$6,500. Last week, “Sea Hawk” 
(WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) (reis- 
sues) (2d wk), fine $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Unfaithful” (WB) and “Killer at 
Large” (PRC). Fancy $13,000. Last, 
week, “Cheyenne” (WB) and “Step- 
child” (PRC), $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Plugging to- 
ward big $29,000 and holdover. Last 
week, “Framed” (Col) and “Corpse 
Came C.O.D.” (Col), $22,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 

—‘Perils of Pauline’ (Par). Into 
second week yesterday (Mon.). 
First week was sturdy $15,000. 


Heat Bops-Seattle But 
‘Hucksters’ Fat $19,000 


Seattle, July 22. 

Return of hot weather is no real 
drawback currently to “The Huck- 
sters,” great at Music Hall. “Miracle 
34th St.” also is big at the Fifth Ave- 
nue, 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Unfaithful” (WB) (2d wk). Fair $4,- 
000. Last week, “Farmer’s Daugh- 
nl (RKO) (3d wk), oke $6,900 in 9 

ays. 

Fifth Avenue (H- E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Miracle 34th St.” (20th). Big $12,- 
000. Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB), 
nice $11,200 in 9 days. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1,650: 45-80)— 
“Framed” (Col) and ‘ ‘Sport of Kings” 
(Col). Solid $9,500. Last week, 
“Janet Ames” (Col) and “Mr. D. A.” 
(Col), fancy $8,400. 

Music Box (H-E) (850:. 45-80)— 
“Egg” (6th wk). Strong $5,000. Last 
week, socko $7,100. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
“Hucksters”’ (M-G). Giant $19,000. 
Last week, “Undercover Maisie” 
(M-G) and “Millerson Case” (Col), 
no dice at $4,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Barbaree” (M-G) (2d wk).. Fancy 
$8,000. Last week, big $14.700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Blaze of Noon” (Par) and “Crimson 





State’s 





Key” (20th). Slow $7,000. Last week, 
nepersem Lady” (Par), $4,800 in 6 
ays. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80)— 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA). New pol- 
icy of films sans vaude for summer 
doing well. Good $6,500. Last week, 
“Ramrod” (UA) (3d wk). $3.000 in 4 
days. 

Deesovelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Ramrod” (UA) (m.o.). Big $4,000. 
Last week, “Stairway to Heaven” 
(UI) and “Stella Dallas” (FC), $3,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
50)—“Song of Sahara’ (U) and 
“Alexander's Band” (20th) (reissue) 





Wiltern (WB) 
“Possessed” (WB). Good $18,000. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) (3d | 


wk-8 days), $7,900. 


(3d run). Trim $2,800. Last week. 
“Sinbad” (RKO) and “Locket” 
(RKO), $2,700 for 3d runs. 


Hub Higher With ‘Hucksters’ Wow 
$45,000 in 2 Spots; Kissing’ Loud 24G 





Key. City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This WOR 22. Fis cea $2,846,900 
(Based on 22 cities, 199 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
i A 
Total Gross Same Week 
=" $2,890,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 180 theatres) 








“Ne le Criez les Toits” (E-L) and | 
“Dernier Metro” (E-L). Solid $5,500. | 
Last week, “Le Chant de Bernadette” 
(20th), $2,700. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,578: 30-45-62)— 
“Calcutta” (Par). Nice $11,500. Last 
week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA), $10,- 
500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,270; 30-40-53)— 
“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) 
and “Little Mr. Jim” (M-G). Hot 
$7,000 or over. Last week, “Way With 











‘Stranger’ Brisk 


$76,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

Pictures have terrific opposition 
from local Aquatennial summer 
mardi gras attractions this, week. 
But the three important newcomers, 
“Welcome Stranger,” “Cynthia” and 
“Cheyenne” are making fairly good 
progress. First-named, on one of 
first playdates, is being helped by 
fact that Joan Caulfield, one of its 
stars, was here as Aquatennial 
princess during first two days of 
run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“City 
Without Men” (Indie) and 
Without Bars” (Indie) (reissues). 
Okay $2,200 in 5 days. Last week, 
“Big Town” (Par) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Rep) split with “Queen of 
Yukon” (Mono) and “Wolf Call” 
(Mono), satisfactory $2,000 in 8 
days. , 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Miracle on 34th St.” (20th) (m.o.). 
Still showing vitality at satisfactory 
$6,000. Last week, “Perils of 
Pauline” (Par) (2d wk), $6,200. 


Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Corpse 


Came C.O.D.” (Col). Better than 
usual run for this house at $3,700. 
Last week, “Bells San Angelo” 
(Rep) and “Twilight on _ Rio 


Grande” (Rep), good $4,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘“Per- 
ils Pauline” (Par) (m.o.). Third 
week downtown for this one, oke 


$4,500. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (4th wk) (90-$1.25), fine 
$8,000. 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)— 
“North Star’ (FC) (reissue) . Satis- 
factory $1,800. Last week, “Raider” 
(Indie) (2d wk), good $1,200 in 6 
days. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par). Any 


Bing Crosby picture is sure box- 
office here. This one, helped by 
Joan Caulfield’s P. A. on opening 
day and world preem of Warner 
short, “Celebration Days,” filming 
of 1946 local Aquatennial festival, 
looks to do terrific $26,000 or better, 
Last week, “Miracle 34th St.” (20th), 
good $15,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Cheyenne” (WB). Nice $12,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Egg and I” 
(U) (3d wk), big $11,000. . 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Egg and I” (U) (m.o.). Still hefty 
at near $9,000. Last week, “Tar- 
zan and Huntress” (RKO), okay 


7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Cyn- 
thia” (M-G). Okay $11,000. Last 
week, “Fiesta” (M-G), $10,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55)— 
“Trouble With Women” (Par). First 
nabe showing. Fair $3,500. Last 
week, “Yearling” (M-G), $5,000. 

World (Mann)- (350; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (m.o.). Here 
after week at Century and Lyric, 
day and date, plus three more weeks 
at latter house, making it fifth 
week downtown. Big $6,000. Last 
week, “Woman on Beach” (RKO), 
mild $2,000. 


Perils’ Rousing $14,000, 
Denver; ‘Hucksters’ 226 


Denver, July 22. 

“The Hucksters” will grab top 
coin, with a sock session at Or- 
pheum, this week. “Perils of Paul- 
ine” is solid enough to rate a hold- 
over at the Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (35-74)—‘“Unfaith- 
ful” (WB) and “Philo Vance’s Gam- 
ble” (PRC), after week at Denver, 
Webber. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
“Son of Battle’ (20th) and “Too 
$5 000. Winners” (PRC) (m.o.), fair 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—Stanley, Livingstone” (20th) and 
“Les Miserables”. (UA) (reissues). 
Thin $5,080 or less. ast week, 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) and 





“Spectre of Rose” (Rep) (2d wk), 
$4,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74)— 
“Perils Pauline’ (Par). Rousing 
$14,000, and holds. Last week, “Cal- 
cutta” (Par) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Great Expectations’ (U) and 


(Continued on page 23) 


“Prison, 





Boston, July 22. 

Picture is brighter here this week 
with “Hucksters” day- date at the 
State and Orpheum and “I Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Her Now” at the 
Memorial hypoing the long-ailing 
film houses, “Possessed,” at the Met, 
also is helping. Biz is figured still 
about 20% off over last summer 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-80)—~ 
“They Won’t Believe Me” (RKO) 
and “Philo Vance Gamble” (PRC), 
Fairly good $17,000. Last. week, 
“Great Expectations”*(U) and “King 
Wild Horses” (Rep). Okay $22,000 
on subsequent-run, 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)— 
“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (5th wk) 


Hanging on by teeth at $4,500; last 
$5,500. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)— 
“Perils Pauline’ (Par) and “Fear in 
Night” (Par) (m.o.). Fairly good 
$9,000. Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) 
and “Blackmail” (Col), $6,000. 

Kenmere (Indie) (900: 40-65)— 
“Stone Flower” (Indie). Nice $2.000, 
Last week, subsequent run. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now” 
(20th) and “Seven Keys Baldpate” 


(RKO), Advance build-up paying off 
at fine $24,000, nearly like old times. 
Last week, “Ivy” (U) and “Time Out 
of Mind” (U), $16,000 for second 


week, fancy. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
— “Possessed” (WB) and “News 
Hounds” (Indie). Encouraging pick- 
up to $23,000. Last week, ‘Perils 
Pauline” (Par) and “Fear in Night” 


(Par), nice $16,000, second. 

Old South (Siritsky) (700; 40-65)— 
“Col. Chabert” (Indie) and “Dark 
Eyes” (Indie). Thin $2,000. Last 
week, subsequent-runs. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Sock $28,000. 
Last week, “Cynthia” (M-G) and 
“Great Waltz’ (M-G) (reissue), 
$18,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par).and “Fear in 
Night” (Par) (m.o.). Okay $15,000. 
Last week, “Unfaithful” (WB) and 
“Blackmail” (Col), $13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 40-80)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Very big $17.000, 
and wow for this season of year. 


Last week, “Cynthia” (M-G) and 
“Great Waltz’ (M-G)_ (reissue), 
$9,000. 


Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Spoilers North” (Indie) and “Bat- 
tling Hoofer” (Indie). Usual $4,500. 
Last week, “Apache Rose” (Rep) and 
“Trail San Antonio” (Rep), $4,000. 


K.C. Perking; ‘Hucksters’ 
$30,000, Near New High; 
‘Miracle’ 196, ‘Beach’ 136 


Kansas City, July 22. 


Turnstiles are humming and city 
will get its biggest session seen in 
many weeks. Big films and cooler 
weather is the answer. “Hucksters” 
heads the list, rol'ing them in at the 
Midland single feature, and may hit 
a house record. “Miracle of 34th 
Street” in Tower, Uptown and Fair- 
way also looks strong. Orpheum 
initiates a new single feature policy 
with “Woman on the Beach” for a 
gratifying week. “Dear Ruth,” in 
third week at Paramount, also is big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-65) 
—“Stairway to Heaven” (U) and 
“Vigilantes Return” (U). Av erage 
$4,500. Last week, “Born to Speed” 
(PRC) and “Devil on Wheels” (PRC), 
$5,500. 


Kimo (DickinSon) (550; 65)— 
“Sister’s Secret” (PRC) and “It's 
Joke Son” (E-L). Moderate $2,000. 
Last week, “First Affair’ (Indie), 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Doing topnotch 
biz at this big house. Headed for 
$30,000, new record at regular ad- 
mission scale. Will hold. Last week, 
“Framed” (Col) and “District At- 
torney” (Col), so-so $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,906; 45-65)— 
“Woman on Beach” (RKO). * Near 
$13,000, and over average. Last week, 
“Unfaithful” (WB) and “Seven Were 
Saved” (Par) (2d wk). $8,500. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) (3d wk). Show- 
si unusual staying power at nice 

000. Probably will move out for 
“Welcome Stranger” on Wednesday. 
Last week, big $14,000 for second 
stanza. With first week’s $16,000 film 
well hit best record at house since 
“Blue Skies” (Par) early in year. 

Southtown (Elmer) (950; 46-65)— 
“On Approval” (Indie) and ‘Pearls 
of Crown” (Indie). Fair $2,500. Last 
week, “Life, Loves Beethoven 
(Indie) and “Moonlight Sonata” 
(Indie) (2d wk), nice $2,500. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) With 
powerful ad campaign and extra 
plugging from Macy’s subsid. John 
Taylor’s store here looks to do big 
$19,000. Holds, Last week, “Ivy” (UV), 
$14,000. 
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M-G-M presents CLARK GABLE + DEBORAH KERR « Sydney Greenstreet + Adolphe Menjou * Ava Gardner » Keenan Wynn 
Edward Arnold in “THE HUCKSTERS". « Screen Play by Luther Davis » Adaptation by Edward Chodorov and George Wells 
Based on the Novel by Frederic Wakeman ¢ Directed by JACK CONWAY « Produced by ARTHUR HORNBLOW, JR. 
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Berlin’s Ace U. S. Staffers 


Easily the biggest story since 
World War II is the U. S. occupa- 
tion of Germany. Newsmen who 
have this beat—headquartered at 
Berlin—include some of the best in 
the business. Job calls for scribes 
who not only have the traditional 
nose for news but also the necessary 
know-how on such tough crackers 
as reparations formulas, trade bal- 
ances, level of industry, restitution 
policy and Reichsmark conversion 
rates. 

Though Berlin’s U. S. correspond- 
ents are inundated with official 
handouts produced by a crack staff 
of public relations teams, most of 
them ex-pundits themselves, they 
dig and find their own copy with 
skill and finesse which would have 
made Joseph Pulitzer proud. Most 
of them are under 30, although there 
are some oldtimers who know more 
about Germany than the Germans. 
The British, French and Russian 
press have staffs here too, but their 
output pales alongside of the U.S. 
dispatches. The Americans are 
merciless in the way they go after 
phonys in and out of government 
but they give credit when it is due. 

Their relations with Gen. Lucius 
D. Clay, hard-hitting Commander- 
in-Chief of European Command and 
also Military Governor, are warm 
and cordial. They have made a hero 
of the “old man” who like them- 
selves, is young and tough and un- 
afraid, and the feeling of respect 
is mutual. Every once in a while 
one of the press corps makes a bad 
slip like the Satevepost contributor 
who did a _ piece describing the 
dripping luxury in which Americans 
live over here. There was a storm 
of protest against the misrepresenta- 
tions and exaggerations in article. 
But in general the press coverage 
is fair, adequate and wholesome. 

The AP Berlin Bureau is staffed 
by four of that association’s ace 
reporters. Wes Gallagher is bureau 
chief. Four are Godfrey Anderson, 
Lynn Heinzerling and Edwin Shanke 
who covered prewar Germany, and 
Dick Kasischke. Hank Burroughs is 
AP photographer. 

The UP office is staffed by Mike 
Handler, whose Moscow experience 
stands him in good stead in cut and 
quartered Berlin; Johnny McDer- 
mott, who came into Germany with 
the Third Army; Bob Haeger and 
Ann Stringer.. INS is represented by 
George Herald. 

Joe Evans of the Wall Street 
Journal, who was discharged from 
the Army in Berlin while employed 
as a public relations officer for 
Military Government, is making a 
reputation as a writer on economics 
and finance. His series entitled 
“Chaos in Germany,” which his 

aper reprinted in booklet form, and 

is coverage of the International 
Trade Conferences in Geneva, put 
him in the top class of press men 
in Berlin. 

The New York Times is repre- 
sented by Delbert Clark, former 
D.C. bureau chief; Ed Morrow, who 
covers the British zone; Jack Ray- 
mond, who used to cover housing 
in New York; Dana Schmidt, sta- 
tioned in Frankfurt, and Kathleen 
McLaughlin, in Munich. In addition 
the Times has two full-time pho- 
tographers. 

John Scott, perhaps the best 
known correspondent in Berlin, 
heads up the Time and Life bureau, 
which is staffed by Walter Sanders, 
photographer; Simon Bourgin and 
Percy Knauth. James O’Donnell 
and Toni Howard cover for News- 
week. The Herald Tribune desk is 
operated by oldtimer John Elliott; 
Marguerite Higgins, and Edward 
Hartrich in Frankfurt. 

Kendall Foss, New York Post 
columnist; Betty Gaskill, Trans- 
Radio Press; David Nichol of the 
Chicago News; Larry Rue of the 
Chicago Tribune; John Brewer of 
the Los Angeles News; Jack Christie 
#f McGraw Hill Publications; Lan- 
drum Bolling, of Overseas News 
Agency; Barbara Neblett of the 
Miami Herald; Emlyn Williams of 
the Christian Science Monitor, 
complete the list. NBC is covered by 
Ed Haaker, CBS by Stephen Laird 
and ABC by Lyford Moore. 

These are some of the correspond- 
ents who are permanently stationed 
in Berlin. There are many others 
who are in and out. 





Pocket Mags’ Ad Problem 
Trade opinion is that the adless 
pocket-size mags which are now 
preparing to accept paid space 
muffed a chance to get off to a fly- 
ing start as advertising mediums by 
not making the changeover during 


wartime. Advertising went begging 
then because publishers had to 
severely ration space. due to keen 
paper shortage. Established mass- 
circulation mags able to accommo- 
date advertisers then could have 
gotten a great deal of biz merely 
upon notification that they would 
accept it. 

Ad selling job now is harder, 
which is why those publications now 
planning to take ads are doing ex- 
tensive preliminary promotion and 
selling jobs. At least one feels it 
won’t be too difficult, however. 
Coronet, the David Smart pub, won't 
take anything smaller than full-page 
units. Smart’s selling job is some- 
what easier than that of the others 
because of aid from the ad staff of 
his other mag, Esquire. There has 
never been any paucity of advertis- 
ing in that one. 

Other of the pocket-size mags 
which are now to take ads are 
Magazine Digest and Reader’s Scope. 
Reader’s Digest is cantinuing adless, 
but its numerous international edi- 
tions have been accepting paid space 
from the inception of each. 





Harwich Shedding Trades 


Harry P. Harwich, Massachusetts 
publisher, is placing his trade and 
other publishing ,properties on the 
market, to concentrate on his news- 
paper properties. He will, however, 
retain Newspaperman, craft paper 
for newspeople. 

Some of the Massachusetts papers 
published by Harwich are the Nor- 
wood Daily Messenger, Hyde Park 


Tribune, Mattapan Tribune, Rox- 
bury Citizen and Jamaica Plain 
Citizen. 





Posthumous Zane Grey: Tome 


Harper’s will issue 47 hitherto un- 
published stories by the late Zane 
Grey, there being 20 novels among 
the scripts. Understood that the 
specialist in westerns averaged three 
books annually but because of his 
personal evaluation of his writings, 
submitted only one for publication. 
Grey, a native of Zanesville, O., 
was a baseball pitcher through which 
he gained a scholarship at the Univ. 
of Pennsylvania, becoming a dentist, 
as was his father. Discarding his 
profession he turned to writing and 
it’s estimated the number of copies 
of his books, sold was in the millions. 





Screenplays Into Novels 


Trend the past few years of put- 
ting screenplays into novel form, to 
be published simultaneously with 
release of the film, was evident in 
two cases this week. “Kiss 2f Death,” 
20th-Fox’s Victor Mature starrer, 
will be released day-and-date with 
Penguin Books’ 25c pocket edition 
of the yarn. Story is the first try 
of a former New York assistant dis- 
trict attorney, Eleazar Lipsky. He 
sold the script to 20th under the 
pseudonym of Lawrence Blaine, but 
his real name. will appear on the 
book. 

Second film also to appear as a 
novel is “Survivors,” filmed in Pal- 
estine by Herbert Kline and Meyer 
Levin. Latter wrote the screenplay 
and has put the material into a 
novel to be published by Viking as 
“My Father’s House.” Release is set 
for mid-August. 





CHATTER 
Robert Ellis «amed Hollywood 
editor of Ebony, Negro mag. 
Norman Sedowie, drama editor of 
the Vancouver Sun, gandering Hol- 
lywood studios. 


Mozelle Britton Dinehart signed ag 
staff writer for Screen Guide and 
Movieland mags. 

May Mann appointec West Coast 
representative for Movie-Teen and 
Movie Fan mags. 

The Richard Lockridges, authors 
of “Mr. and Mrs. North,” have sold 
their 12th mystery to Lippincott. - 

Mag writer Jack H. Pollack has 
done an intimate profile of Barney 
Baruch which is the lead story in 
Sept. Pageant. 

Paul Gardner scribed features for 
Collier’s, American Legion, Holiday 
and True mags. All due for Septem- 
ber publication. 

Paul Hunter, veepee of Liberty 
mag, named publisher of the mag’s 
Hunter Screen Unit, which super- 
vises publication of Screenland, Sil- 
ver Screen and Movie Show. 

Second edition of Sammy Kaye’s 
“Sunday Serenade Book of Poetry” 
hit the stalls this week. Published by 
Serenade Publishing Co. First 
volume sold some 100,000 copies. 

Reports that Macfadden Publica- 
tions plans to abandon its True Story 
motif by substituting third person 
fiction have been denied by prexy 





O. J. Elder, who declared that none 
of the mags specializing in such 
stories in the past would depart 
from that policy. 

Ziff Davis bringing out an an- 
thology, “Bedside Book of Marriage,” 
edited by Arnold Shaw of Leeds 
Music, for spring publication. 

Louis Sobol is developing writer’s 
cramp autographing his new tomer 
“Some Days Were Happy,” mem- 
orabilia of his boyhood days in 
Waterbury, Conn., which Random 
House is publishing. Book is hav- 
ing its greatest advance sale in the 
class N. Y. bistros, including The 
Stork, 21, etc. 


| Nostalgia 
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talgia personified by Jolson is re- 
flected throughout the film industry. 
Producers recently have concen- 
trated on almost any type film with 
a nostalgic theme, on titles of old- 
time song hits and on remakes of 
films turned out a generation ago. 
Both Paramount’s “Perils of Paul- 
ine” and Metro’s “Merton of the 
Movies,” for example, are grossing 
heavily at the boxoffice because the 
yocks they give the audience are 
laden with memories. 


Oldtime song titles have been 
seen On Many marquees during the 
last year because they pay Off. 
“Margie,” turned out by 20th-Fox, 
was followed by “I Wonder Who’s 
Kissing Her Now,” the biog of Joe 
E. Howard, produced by George Jes- 
sel. Warners has already released 
“Man [| Love” and Enterprise is 
coming up next month with “Body 
and Soul.” In addition, 20th re- 
cently reissued ‘“Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band,” featuring a string of 
Irving Berlin oldies. Then, too, Ed- 
die Cantor is doing his film biog, 
“If You Knew Susie,” produced by 
himself for Warner Bros. release. 


Besides those old tunes revived by 
pictures, the nostalgic trend is re- 
flected in the music industry by the 
flock of oldies that returned to pub- 
lic favor this year on their own 
plugging; for instance, “Heart- 
aches,” “April Showers,” “Peg O’ 
My Heart” and “When You Were 
Sweet 16,” to. name just a few. In 
addition, the music industry has seen 
a gradual switch in public interest 
from swing to sweet music, consid- 
ered another indication of the pub- 
lic’s desire to ease up on the war- 
imposed tension. 


In radio, besides Jolson, there is 
the planned comeback of Ed Wynn, 
for years one of the established stars 
of musicomedy, radio and vaude- 
ville, 


Broadway stage has seen more re- 
vivals during the last year or two 
than at any time since before the 
war and most of them have achieved 
good runs. Such shows as “Burles- 
que” (Bert Lahr,) and “Sweet- 
hearts” (Bobby Clark) are still run- 
ning. Musical revivals especially 
have raked in good grosses, with 
shows like “Red Mill” and “Show- 
boat” eliciting good response. And, 
.of course, there is Frank Fay, star 
of vaude’s two-a-day, who made his 
comeback in “Harvey.” 


Nostalgic theme has been especi- 
ally prevalent in vaude and niteries, 
with such veteran stars as Sophie 
Tucker, Willie Howard, Carl Brisson, 
Ruth Etting and Benny Fields now 
drawing at least as well as they ever 
did. Trend is probably best noted 
in the current show at the Carnival, 
N. Y. nitery, where Lou Holtz and 
Bert Wheeler are heading the bili. 









Eyssell 


Continued from page 3 


a good picture will make money 
despite any tendency of the box- 
office to taper off. However, in or- 
der to hit an alltime high at the 
Hall, the house will have to use 
more pictures than in the last four 
years, because of current films’ in- 
ability to achieve lasting quality. 
Theatre’s top executive anticipates 
having to use at least 12 features 
this year as against eight last year, 
nine in 1945, 10 in 1944 and 11 in 
1943. 


“Bachelor and Bobby - Soxer” 
(RKO), which tees off tomorrow 
(Thurs.), will be the seventh pic- 
ture to play the house.this year. 
Oddly enough, one of the biggest 
grossers at the Hall so far has been 
“Great Expectations,” British-made 
film with no names familiar to U. S. 
audiences, racking up $648,000 in 
five weeks. This was topped only 
by “George Apley,” and then only 
by about $34,000. 


The Music Hall is now in its 15th 





year. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 





By Frank Scully $4-4-4-4444444445504 
Morgantown, W. Va., July 18, 

“My dear sir,” said the tall, light and handsome between-ager at the 
wheel of a Fordham-colored 1940 open car, “how does one get off this 
hill?” 

“If you’re smart,” I said, “you won’t.” 

“I’m smart, but who are you?” demanded the guy who didn't even know 
his way home. 


“H'ye Dave. I’m Scully,” I said. 
“Dave?” he said. “Who’s Dave?” 
“Smart.” I said, “he’s Dave.” 


“I’m smart, and I’m Par,” he said. 

“For this course Par is 72.” 

“My dear sir,” he said, “and you are none of these.” 

“Oh, that Paar,” I said, “the guy who has Jack Benny as a wintew re- 
placement—the LS/MFT boy. And what are you doing on Whitley 
Heights?” 

“I’m looking for Larry Parks. Now may I go home?” 

I looked at him. He should have been playing opposite Hedy Lamarr 
in “Ecstasy.” He smiled. But not at me. He was looking at the brass 
knocker on the door cf Scully’s Bedside Manor. 

“I’ve knocked a lot of brass in my time, too,” he said. 

“What did it get you?” 

“A $35 apartment for $125 and agents who have 110% of me. 
I go home?” 

“Why didn't you ask that in the first place,” I said. “You go around 
this circle, and if a carnival shill tells you he has the merry-go-round 
concession and demands a dime, ignore him. You pass Barbara La Marr’s 
old house, Valentino’s old house, Francis X. Bushman’s old place, Chester 
Morris’ old place, Eugene O’Brien’s old place.” His eyes sparkled. 


Now may 


“Say,” he said. “I’m in show business, too, you know. The live end, 
Mikes.” 

“Yeah, I know,” I said. “Summer radio. The Henry Morgan of dog 
days.” 


“Henry Morgan!” he cried as if pierced by a Hooper. ,“Listen, why is 
everybody trying to put me in a feud with Henry Morgan?” 

“Ask his mother. She lives right down the hill, on Whitley avenue.” 

“I love Henry Morgan and aside from that the only thing we have in 
common is that both of us were born after Stoopnagle and Budd, and so, 
for that matter, was Garry Moore. , 

“Henry Morgan never did anything I didn’t do first and the only reason 
he was behind me was because I began in radio a year before he did 
Surprises you, eh? Well, it’s true. I’m only 28, but I began broadcasting 
for the Gerry Society in Cleveland at the age of three. 

“The only break Morgan got which let him catch up was that I was 
pulled off the air completely for a couple of years, whereas he was pulled 
off by a new sponsor every couple of weeks. I was not only pulled off 
the air, I was inducted into the army, shipped to Guadalcanal and ordered 
to be funny three times a day in front of guys who were eating only twice 
a day. 

“Okay, Morgan insults his sponsor once a week. If they don’t like it, 
they can fire him. Well, my sponsor was the most powerful in the world 
and I insulted my sponsors 21 times a week and if they didn’t like it they 
could put me on K. P., shoot me or send-me to Leavenworth for 108 years, 
So yau see I’ve been cited for bravery under ire, too. But as a GI per- 
forming before GIs and officers, I got my fill of insulting my superiors. 
In fact, I got pretty tired of it.” 

“How about your producers at RKO?” 

“Listen. How would you like it if you were on a studio list of cons 
tracted players and hadn’t been asked to open your mouth for a year?” 

“Fine,” I said. 

“How would you like it if they handed you a scene explaining the studio 
tops were running through their roster to see which options to exercise. 
If you felt you were going to be dropped anyway, wouldn’t you throw 
your script in the ashcan and let the studio brass have it?” 

“No.” 

“Well, that’s what I did. It took me 55 minutes to tell them off, one by 
one. They thought it was one of my South Pacific routines with changes 
of names, of course, here and there. They loved it. What's more they 
exercised the option so I am still a contract player at RKO.” 

“Sure,” I said. “They have a part for.you—if you can play the guitar. 
They want you to replace Burl Ives.” 

“Say, you get around, don’t you? I can’t play even a Pickatune.” 

.“I know, but you can understand eight languages—including F. E. 
Boone.” 
Smiles and Kaypee 


He smiled. It’s a million-dollar smile with lips you'd love to hiss and 
teeth that really belonged on the Pepsodent show. That smile must have 
got him out of a lot of K.P. I told him so. 

“No, what saved my neck is a long story.” 

“Some other time, eh?” 

“I was ordered to entertain 5,000 sailors and marines in the South 
Pacific and I didn’t realize that the Navy brass has lots more dignity than 
the Army. The show couldn’t start until the commodore had arrived, been 
saluted and had sat down. We waited around, a half hour, an hour. Gobs 
started clapping. So I went out and started Warming the show up. One 
was a blue gag that was a true gag. About officers and USO girls. I had 
hardly pulled it when the commodore came in on the arm of a USO gal. 
Everybody got up to salute but I went right on talking. He must have 
heard the gag, and since it applied to him I didn’t help the situation by 
asking as he passed the platform, “Where do you think you're going? A 
short cut to Bougainville?” 

“The next thing I knew I was yanked from the stage and placed under 
arrest. The commodore dismissed the show.” 

“He liked you like Patton liked Bill Mauldin.” 

“Exactly. But my commanding officer asked for my release on the 
grounds that while I might have used bad judgment as a performer 
had a good record as a soldier. Besides he insisted that the commodore 
would have to make his request through his admiral to our general. 
Otherwise our C.O. would have to order me returned to the Army. Well, 
nobody wanted to make a cause celebre out of a jerk like me, so the 
commodore said he'd release me on condition that I was sent immediately 
to Okinawa. In those days that was the equivalent of being shot out of a 
cannon against the Palisades. My C.O. agreed. Meanwhile, I was allowed 
to entertain troops on condition that I never referred to the naval arrest. 
So I would show up and apologize for being late. “Had a hard time gete 
ting here,” I'd say and then take my hand out of my pocket. A handcuff 
would be dangling from it. 

“Meanwhile my deportation to the graveyard kept being delayed and 
naturally more guys died off. So in time I rose to the rank of sergeant. 
That gave me a chance to peek at the records. There I discovered, to 
both my horror and delight, that I was listed as: ‘Emotionally unstable. 
Class 4. Limited duty only.’ 

_ “Now, this was a medical order. Not even the President could overrule 
it. So it was a kind M.D. who saved me from being the late Jack Paar. 

“You're late enough,” I said. “Would you like to stay for lunch?” 

“Oh, could i? I mean wouid it be alright?” 

“Alright? Why it would even be all right.” 

“This is so homelike,” he said, wandering around Bedside Manor. “Guess 
you have to have at least $10,000 to plank down on a house like this. 
Maybe I could earn extra moriey as a writer. You know in Canton, In- 
dianapolis, Youngstown, Pittsburgh, Buffalo and the South Pacific I rote 
all my own material. Now I have four writers. One of them says ‘Okay 
once a week. For that he gets $1,000 a week. Do Variety muggs writé 
their own material?” 


I said we not only wrote it, we rewrote it. Or somebody did. 
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Only Better French 


Pix OK in US, 





Sez N.Y. Indie; Weakies Sour Market 


Paris, July 15. 
There’s no prejudice in favor of 
French Films in America, and Gallic 
producers must not take it for 


granted that their product will be 
welcomed in that market, according 
to Andre Lelarge, New York inde- 
pendent distributor, who recenthy 
arrived here to buy products. He 
inted out that inferior French 
ee tend to cast a poor reflection 
on the standing of the entire indus- 
ry. 
; However, Lelarge declared, _ if 
various U. S. distribs exercise dis- 
crimination by purchasing the better 
French productions in which the 
typical Gallic slant has been care- 
fully developed, they'll find many 
exhibitors willing to handle their 
imports. 

Head of European Copyrights and 
Distribution, Inc., 
has acquired two post-war French 
films, “Non Coupable” and “L’Hon- 
orable Catherine,” during his stay 
here. 

Prior to returning to U. S. late in 


August, Lelarge expects to bring 
back several other pictures with 


him. An Ariane- Films production 
starring Michel Simon, “Non Coup- 
able” recently was. bought by the 
J. Arthur Rank organization for dis- 
tribution in Great Britain. Simon, 
incidentally, was adjudged the “best 
male actor” at the Locarno Film 
Festival. 


U. §. FILMS EXPECT 
BETTER DUTCH DATES 


The Hague, July 15. 

Motion picture industry of Hol- 
land expects a new release quota 
schedule to be set within the next 
few weeks, and American pictures 
are confidently expected to get ad- 
ditional playing time. Up to the 
present, U. §S. distributors have 
worked under serious handicap since 
exhibitors were forced by Bioscoop- 
bond and the government to allow 
American product only 28 weeks 
maximum screentime per year. 

During the visit of Eric Johnston, 
head of U. S. Motion Picture Assn., 
to Holland, he talked with Bioscoop- 
bond officials and gave them an en- 
tirely new. conception of playing 
time in relation to American prod- 
uct. 








Bally U. S. Stars in Berlin 


An exhibit containing photos, 
heralds and other material aimed to 
acquaint the German film fan with 
new Hollywood faces gets underway 
this week in the British zone of 
Berlin. Sponsored by the Motion 
Picture Assn., the project will por- 
tray all phases of Hollywood. 

It was conceived by the MPEA’s 
German publicist S. H. Fuehr. 


British Film Briefs 


London, July 15. 

Josef Somlo, head of Two-Cities 
Films, signed Ivor Novello as film 
producer, with Novello to turn his 
‘musical successes into filmusicals... 
Dulcie Lambrick, who has painted 
portraits of Greta Gynt, Basil 
Radford and Margaret Johnston, is 
to paint Eric Portman...Robert Si- 
odmak arrived from N. Y. on July 
16 to direct “Precious Bane” for 
Paul Soskin#which he is making for 
J. Arthur Rank. It stars Robert 
Donat. Shooting of exteriors starts 
November, with interiors to be shot 
at Denham studios. Femme lead will 
be either Ann Todd or Joan Green- 
wood, _ 

Slim Dexter, Ganadian soldier 
who recently returned to the 
Rothschild family a German-looted 
Van de Velde painting, given small 
role in Columbia-Bditish Pictures’ 
The First Gentleman...Danish 
rider Lilian Wittmack given a film 
Contratt by agents Linnit & Dunfee. 

Film studio plasterers, who have 
been striking for more wages, are 
returning to work . . . Sydney and\ 
Muriel Box leave for N. Y. on the 
Queen Elizabeth on Aug. 7. Main 
object of visit is to diseuss future 
Plans with James Mason for picture 
Work in England... Mrs. Hal Wal- 
lis and son’ off to Switzerland for 
short vacation . General Film 

istributors’ sales drive in “Tribute 
to J. Arthur Rank,” has closed with 














Lelarge already | 


Chevalier to P.A. With 
‘Golden’ in England 


London, July 15. 

Maurice Chevalier notified British 
distributors of his “Silence is 
Golden” that he’s planning special 
series of personal appearances when 
film is launched in England. 

Maurice is now engaged adding 
commentary to explain the French 
to English-speaking audiences. 


Axing by Syd Box 
Stirs British Trade; 
Talk of His Qutting 


London, July 15. 
Latest uneasiness in the film trade, 
which is causing plenty of comment, 
Stems from wholesale firing of top 
executives of the Sydney Box or- 





ganization. Started off with the exit 
of Michael Chorlton, director of 
“Miranda,” who was suddenly re- 


placed by Ken Annikim, director of 
“Holiday Camp.” 

This was followed by the exit of 
Bernard Knowles, former camera 
man turned film director. Next to 
get the gate was Maurice Elvey, who 
was skedded to direct two racing 
pics, Edgar Wallace’s “The Calen- 
dar,” and “Becher’s Brook.” He was 
replaced by Arthur Crabtree, former 
camera man. 

Next to be out is Les Klieman, 
studio manager, followed by Ernest 
Gartside, production controller. 
Others axed were Tony Skene and 
Joe Mendoza, who were to direct pic, 
“Street Paved With Water,” which 
was cancelled. 

Reported also that Box, who has 
two more years to go with J. Arthur 
Rank as chief of Gainsborough 
Films and Gaumont-British Studios, 
Shepherd’s Bush is not entirely sat- 
isfied with his job, and is anxious 
to quit after termination of contract, 
preferring to work on his own. 


Metro Opens New Pix 
In Buenos Aires; ‘Life’ 
Hits $95,000 in 4 Wks. 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 

Metro has lined up the full pro- 
gram of its 1946 pix for exhibition 
in Argentina with both original Eng- 
lish dialog and Spanish subtitles. 
These will be shown at the Ideal, 
Suipacha and Normandie theatres 
and mark the end of the policy of 
showing only Spanish dubbed films. 
“The Picture of Dorian Gray,” first 
of these new releases, started at 
Ideal theatre, June 27, and did sock 
business for two weeks. Then it 
made way for second-run of 
“Carnegie Hall.” 

DIFA, French pix distributors in 
Buenos Aires, is getting set to 
preem its first production with 
Spanish dubbing, made in Argentine 
laboratories with Argentine voices. 
First sample of this dubbing will be 
“Florence Has a Complex,” for 
which the radio voices of Blanca del 
Prado, Jose Trecenza, Maritza de 
Castro, Osvaldo Canonica, Roberto 
de Negri and Mario Pocovi have 
been used, and credit given to these 
actors. Picture is slated to open at 
Biarritz theatre, 

“Best Years” has run for three 
weeks at the Luxor theatre, grossing 
$18,500, $16,250, and $13,000 respec- 
tively for the first, second and third 
weeks. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life” grossed 
$95,000 in the first four weeks’ run 
and is still doing sock business at 
the Gran Palace on _ second-run. 
Local film fans have really gone for 
“Wonderful Life.” Universal 
preemed the Britisher, “Odd Man 
\ Out,” at Broadway theatre on July 9. 








UN Film Board Catalog 


Publication of four international 
catalogs of tseful films is being 
planned by the United Nations Film 
Board. Currently producers are in- 
vited to submit titles of features and 
shorts of four categories. 

These include films on the United 





Mick Yasne (Sheffield), Douglas 
homas (Cardiff), Sam Redford 
(Manchester) and Oliver Ward 


(Nottingham) the winners , 


Nations, health and hygiene, agricul- 
ture and nutrition. 














Mex Union Bars Producer 
Mexico City, July 15. 
Miguel Contreras Torres, pioneer 
producer, has been suspended for 
six months from using any of its 
facilities, by the Picture Production 
Workers Union (STPC), 
This includes studios, players, 


Korda Sets 


(TERNATIONAL 


Grunwald, Rattigan, 
Asquith in Bid Vs. Rank 


gi 





Leadership 





directors and other technicians, Un- 


ion took action due to criticisms of Turnbull To USS. For | 


it which Torres made in an inter- 


view with a local mag. Huddles With 20th-Fox 


Yank Pix on H.0. + ys ie 


Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts circuit 
* 
In 7 Countries 


chief, going to the U. S. soon for 
postwar huddles with Spyros and | 

Healthy grosses and holdovers for 
U. S. films are reflected in 


| 
Charles Skouras. Johnny Glass will 
office survey made last week by the 


take charge while he’s away. 
James Sixsmith, secretary of 
Paramount’s local setup, will plane 
to the U. S. this month for a visit. 
Motion Picture Export Assn. in seven | wl 
countries where the organization is | erman tu 0S 
distributing. Leaders include Par’s | | 
“Holiday Inn” which is winding up 
its first month at Kronen theatre, 
Berlin, and passing the third week at 
Apollo, Vienna. 
Escapist films are popular in Po- 
land where 20th-Fox, “Sun Valley be 
Serenade” is clicking. This is the first lj ] ogram 
MPEA musical to be released day- ~ 
date in that country. “Holiday Inn” , 
also has vindicated that type of ub Berlin, July 15. | 
booking by chalking up strong busi- Military Government has procured 
ness at five Tokyo theatres. sufficient raw film stock, part im- 
Despite torrid temperatures in|POrted from U. S. and some re-| 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, such processed from old stockpiles, to 
films as Metro’s “Two Girls and a launch a major program of syn- 
Sailor” and 20th’s “Rains Came” chronization of American films into 
both have passed their sixth week |.German language. al 
in Prague houses while Columbia’s| | 0st Angel,” Random Harvest” | 
“Gilda” and Par’s “Lost Weekend” and “Suspicion,” are being synchron- | 
have been doing well there. ized at the Templehof studios here. | 























This and Heaven Too,” “Anna, King | 
of Siam” and “Two Years Before 
Mast” are having the dubbing done. | 
Prints From Under Nips | “Power Unlimited,” “Port of New 

| York” and “Northern Rampart.” 
prints of 12 United Artists pictures For the first time since VE-Day, | 


In Munich, “Adventures of Mark | 
9 a. 
UA’s Chinese Rep Tells 
Five Motion Picture Export Assn. 

documentaries have been completed, | 

were smuggled out of occupied | production got under way this week | 
Hong Kong in 1942 under the noses bee a big German feature with an all- | 


Twain,” “Shop Around Corner,” “All | 

Thriller of Smuggling 
being “Brazil Today,” “Great Lakes,” | 
of the Japanese military forces, was |star cast, “Between Yesterday and | 


Real life, wartime meller of how 


finally recited by Constantine |Tomorrow.” This is being produced | 
Golden, UA’s rep in China. Cur- |by the Bavarian Filmkunst in 
rently in New York, he was central | Munich. Film is being done strictly | 


figure of the drama. Golden ob- according to-German tastes which 
tained his present job with UA at/|demand plenty of laughs but can’t 
the time by cabling homeoffice execs | take overly heavy drama. Theory 
the following peremptotfy message:/is that the people have plenty of 
“Taking charge your interests in free | troubles of their own just now and | 
China. Am smuggling prints from!go to the cinema to forget them. | 
Hong Kong. Please confirm.” As of May 31, there were 962 film | 

UA execs had never heard of | houses operating in U. S.-occupied | 
Golden before then, but decided to | areas of Germany, including Bremen | 
ride along with him since there |and Berlin. 


wasn’t much else they could do. Be- 
Golden had been a theatre operator | Rank Gets 3d Interest 
In Big Dutch Circuit; 
John Davis on Board 


in China. After Hong Kong’s fall to 
the conquering Nipponese, Golden, 
The Hague, July 15. 
J. Arthur Rank moved into the 


who is a Russian-born, naturalized 
Britisher, was given a neutral’s pass- 

Holland theatre situation this week 
with signaturing of pact with Dutch 


port and allowed free movement in 
Japanese-occupied territory. Taking 

Tuschinski, Ltd., which now has 12 
theatres here, Amsterdam and in 


advantage of his circumstances, he 

was able to smuggle the UA prints 

out of the territory despite death 

penalty warnings issued by the Jap- 

anese to all persons possessing un- 
Rotterdam. Rank group secured a 
third interest in Tuschinski, which 
recently secured a deal with an- 
other Dutch company, the Royal. 

John Davis, of Rank organization, 


registered films. 
| gets seat on the board. 


Discussing current Chinese prob- 
lems, Golden declared that the un- 

The enlarged Tuschinski company 
has virtual control over some of the 


settled political situation piled onto 
largest houses in Holland's key 


the hard money famine, dimmed all 

possibilities of coin remittances from 
cities, including the Tuschinski and 
Royal in Amsterdam, Arena and 


China to the U. S. on present film 
earnings. Several of the major dis- 

Capitol in Rotterdam and the Pass- 
age here. 


tributors there, he said, were util- 
izing their earnings to buy Chinese 

Deal marks the first official in- | 
filtration of British capital into Hol- | 


real estate in the major cities but 

the critical shortage of materials 
land theatre operations and gives | 
Frits Strengholt, a_ director in | 


made theatre building also a remote 
Tuschinski setup, a powerful posi- 


activity. 
tion in the Dutch film industry. 











Golden declared that the 400 the- 
atres in China’s major cities were 
in urgent need of repair, together 
with replacement of obsolete projec- 
tion equipment. Chinese govern- 
ment, however, is not permitting 
any importation of such machines 
from_the U. S. at the present time. 
Activity in the 16m field, he said, 
was practically at a standstill since 
few exhibitors were willing to ven- 
ture into the countryside under 
present circumstances. 








Form Mexico Theatre Co. 
Mexico City, July 15. 

Acquiring or constructing cinemas, | 
theatres and other paid public diver- | 
sion centers is the aim of Especta- | 
culos Teatrales Cinematograficos, | 
capitalized for $250,000. 

National Cinematographic Indus-| Firm has been organized here by | 
try Workers Union (STIC), Mexico’s |4 syndicate headed by Fernando 
pioneer pic labor organization, has | Huerta. 
definitely turned film producer with 
the inauguration of studios at Cuer- 
navaca, nearby tourist resort, for 
the making of full-length features 
and documentaries. 

STIC announced that Mexicans 
will be preferred as players for pix 
the studios produce. Manuel 
Ramirez Vazquez, Sub-Secretary of 
Labor, attended the studios inaugu- 
ration. 





Mex Union Now Producer 
Mexico City, July 15. 





West. Electric Chief in Sydney 
Sydney, July 15. 

Eugene L. Gregg. general man- 
ager of Western Electric, here from 
N. Y. viewing the sound setup in 
this zone. 

Gregg will do a complete cover- 
age of the Aussie territory before 
returning to U. S. 








a box- |i 


Launch Big U. S. |: 


j in that country. 


| Own 


+ London. July 22. 


With the addition last week of 


three of England’s top indies to 
produce under his London Films 
banner, Sir Alexander Korda has 


sewed up a baker’s dozen of impor- 
tant independent filmmakers. It 
places him in position eventually to 
become a formidable competitor to 
J. Arthur Rank for film leadership in 
this country. 


Latest additions to Korda’s stable 


are Anatole de Grunwald, Terence 
| Rattigan and Anthony Asquith. Their 
initial pic is to be a filmization of 
Rattigan’s London stage hit, “The 


Winslow Boy.” Asquith will direct. 
De Grunwald worked on scripts of 
Major Barbara,” “Pimpernel Smith” 
and other pix. Asquith directed 
“Underground,” “Pygmalion” 
French Without.Tears” and “Fanny 
by Gaslight.” Rattigan wrote 
“French Without Tears,’ “Love in 
Idleness” and others. 

Other indies producing for Lon- 


don films include The Archers 
(Emeric Pressburger and Michael 
| Powell), Carol Reed, Herbert Wil- 
cox, Ivor McClaren, Edward Black, 
Harold Huth, Anthony Kimmins, 
George King and. Zoltan Korda. 


Korda provides all or partial financ- 
ing for them and physical facilities 
for production. 

Distribution in England is via 
Korda’s’ British Lion. Producers 
have the option of making their own 
releasing deals abroad. King, for 
instance, has set his “Shop at Sly 
Corner” with Republic in the U.S. 
and Wilcox has a deal on with Mex- 
ico for “Courtneys of Curzon Street” 
Korda’s own proe- 
ductions are handled in the U. S. by 
20th-Fox. 

Archers have set “The Promotion 


| of the Admiral” for their next film, 


to go into production early in 1948, 
with Ralph Richardson starred. 
Richardson is now working in “Anna 
Karenina,” with Vivian Leigh, for 
Korda. 

McClaren has just finished “White 


| Cradle Inn” with Madeleine Carroll, 


Black has done “Man About the 
House,” now in release, and “West 
End Central,” not yet in distribution. 
He’s about to start shooting on 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie,” with David 
Niven starred. 

Kimmins has just completed “Mine 
Executioner,” with Burgess 
Meredith in the top role. Huth just 
finished producing-directing “Night 
Beat.” featuring Leslie Howard's 
son, Ronald. Zoltan Korda may do 
either “Magic Mountain,” the Thomas 
Mann story, or Daphne Du Maurier’s 
“The King’s General.” Sir Alex 
himself is producing-directing “An 
Ideal Husband,” starring Paulette 
Goddard. 


SET WRITER ON NEW 
CROSBY BRITISH PIX 


London, July 15. 
Writing assignment for the Bing 
Crosby British film to be made next 


year under the Rank banner, goes,to 
Warren Chetham-Strode. He author- 
ed top stage successes “The Gleam,” 
“The Guinea Pig” and “Young Mrs. 
Barrington.” 

Chetham-Strode flew to France 
this week for story confab with Wes- 
ley Ruggles, who will direct the 
Crosby product. Plot is still hush- 
hush, but understood it has two 
equal starring roles for Bing and 
“London Town” Sid Field. It’s based 
on real-life Chetham-Strode experi- 
ence. Author is regular visitor to 
the Field show, “Piccadilly Hayride,” 
for study of comedian’s style. 


Memorial To Teddy Brown 


London, July 15. 
Members of the Grand Order of 
Water Rats and Variety Artists’ 
Federation were out in force at 
Golder’s Green Crematorium for the 








| unveiling of a tablet memorial to 


Teddy Brown, who died April 30 
last year. 

Among those attending were Bud 
Flanagan, King Rat; Georgie Wood, 
Mrs. Sophie Brown, Mills and Bob- 
bie, George Jackley, Cyril Percival, 
Jack Christie, Chesney Allen, Ben 
Warriss, Cyril Smith, Freddie Foss, 
Dave Carter, Miriam Warner, and 
Arthur Prince. 

Mexico’s first 16m cinema circuit, 
covering as an experiment town 
that lack cinemas, is being readie 
by Arturo Garcia Formenti, lawyer. 
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Right on the heels of "Kit Carson" and 
Wels mo) male Wi aCelalice lation dalclM:> 4allo)i ce) eam | 
yraatitelaclilarem eXonwd-1m@ oLele cele (stae) ai (-see 
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re-released by "THE CORSICAN BROTHERS” 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


RKO salesmen almost flopped from their chairs when given explicit in- 
structions by sales chief Bob Mochrie not to ask exhibs either for extended 
or preferred playing time for Samuel Goldwyn’'s “Best Years of Our Lives.” 
Mochrie was acting on orders from Goldwyn distrib topper James Mulvey. 

Since every producer's perpetual battle cry is for extended and preferred 

laving ‘time, salesmen did a double-take when the orders were reversed. 
SS ivey explained the switch as a good will move by Goldwyn to exhibs 
He said a study of the engagements played by “Best Years” showed it 
could play during the middle of the week and exceed a house’s normal 
weekend biz. Therefore, it was common sense, as far as an exhib is con- 
cerned, to play it midweek and give the preferred Saturday-Sunday time 
to a lesser film which wouldn't attract much audience otherwise. 

Furthermore, he said, his studies showed that “Best Years” didn’t do a 
great deal more business weekends than midweek and so it became pro- 
portionately more profitable to the exhib than to Goldwyn t6 play it during 
non-preferred time. As for not asking for extended time, Mulvey declared 
that studies showed the picture played to almost as many people in three 
days. for instance, as it did in four or five. Audiences concentrated their 
theatre-going while the pic was there, salesmen were told, so it didn't 
make a lot of difference in income if the extra days were obtained or not 


Mulvey conceded that he hoped to more than compensate for any | 


diminution of income through not seeking the extended or preferred time 
by the goodwill it piles up. Recompense will come, he said, in willingness 
of exhibs to re-book “Best Years” 
Goldwyn pix in appreciation of the understanding by the producer of the 
exhibitor’s problem. 





Charges by the Conference of Studio Unions that Willie Bioff still runs 
affairs of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees were 
decried last week by New York Post labor editor Victor Riesel, who re- 
ported that Bioff is in “abject hiding” for fear of his life. Riesel said he 
obtained his information from E. Fred Sweet, chief probation officer of 
the U. S. southern district court, who declared that the gangsters whom 
Bioff allegedly double-crossed are still out to get him. 

Lauding IA prexy Richard Walsh for having cleaned up the union after 
the Bioff fiasco, Riesel lashed out at the CSU for using the Taft-Hartley law 
to sue its rival union. “Only the Taft-Hartley law permits a union to be 
sued,”” Riesel pointed out. “So who’s doing the suing? Who sets the prece- 
dent for suing a labor organization under the new act—and for $43,000.000 
at that? Another set of labor organizations. How can labor expect public 
sympathy after such an exhibition?” 





Value of a timely release date in getting hypoed publicity space and 
tea for a film was evidenced this’ week in the top breaks given RKO- 

athe’s “Passport to Nowhere.” Regular short-in the “This Is America” 
series, “Passport” deals with displaced persons problem and so ties in 
directly with the Stratton bill now pending in Congress. 

Where such a film would usually have made only the Cinema column in 
Time mag, its timeliness shoved it up to page 2, where it was given four 
pictures and tied in ‘with Congressional news. N. Y. Times gave the short 
eight inches of editorial recommendation and Walter Winchell advised that 
“it should be shown to legislators.” Tiein with the Citizens’ Committee 
on Displaced Persons gave the short a number of extra bookings, and 
the Washington Times-Herald devoted a full page to it. 


Picture Grosses 
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B’way Dates 


Continued from page 3 








if he expects to make any kind of 
opening Most of the 
houses give the distrib 25° up to a 
certain figure (which varies from 


impression, 


theatre to theatre} and 75% 
that. In some cases advertising is 
taken out after the 25°. figure ends 





and give favorable terms to other | 


Arnaz Ups ‘Honeymoon’ 
Solid $23,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, July 22. 


(Continued from page 16) 
|“That’s My 


Gal” (Rep), day-date 
|} with Webber. Modest $14,000. Last 
| week, “Unfaithful” (WB) and “Philo 


— 60c. seale. 


First run biz is on the mend here | Vance’s Gamble” 
though still spottv. Desi Arnaz band | Webber, fair $13,500. 
is boasting “Lost Honeymoon” at Cir-| Esquire (Fox) (742; 74-$f.20)— 
ele to one of its best stanzas of year | “Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk). Fair 
be lead town. “Hucksters,” at | $2,500. Last week, big $7,000. 

ew’s, will top the straight filmers. | Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 

Estimates fer This Week | ‘““Hucksters” (M-G) and “Alias Mr. 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 48- | Twilight” (Col). Smash $22,000 or 

74)—“Lost Honeymoon” (PRC) with | near. Last week, “Cynthia” (M-G) 


Desi Arr>z orch on stage. Solid|and “Thunder Mountain” (RKO), 
23,000. Last week, “Happened on) OMly $11.000. 
ifth Ave.’ (Mono)~ and “The | Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 74-$1.20) 


Guilty” ¢Mono), ni .|—“Duel” (SRO) (2d wk). Fine $15,- 
me Se aes at | 000. Last week, record $29,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 40-60)— Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Un- 
“Ivy” (U) and “Millie’s Daughter” | tamed Fury” (PRC) and “Scared to 
(U). Slow $10,000. Last week.| Death” (SG). Fair $3,500. Last 
“Wonder Who's Kissing Now” (20th) poo eee ree righ 
and “Crimson Key” (Mono) and “Bulldog Drummond at 
$13,000. m gM), Condy Bay” (Col), after week at Para- 
; Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 40-60)— | mount, Esquire, Aladdin, fair $3,000. 
‘Kissing Her Now” (20th) and 


Tabor (Fox) (1.967: 35-74)—‘Sea 
«Crimson Key” (20th) (m.o.). Okay | Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 





$5,000. Last week, “Cheyenne” | (reissues). Modest $8,000. Last 
(WB) and “Little Iodine” (UA) | week. “Violence” (Mono) and “High 
(m.o.), $4,500. | Conquest” (Mono), with stage show, 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450: 40-60)— | fine $12,000. 

“Hucksters” (M-G). Fancy $20,000 Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
and holds. Last week, “Living| “Great Expectations’ (U) and 
in Big Way” (M-G) and “Dark| “That's My Gal” (Rep), day-date 


Delusion” (M-G), $10,000. with Denver. Fair $2,000. Last week, 
wlytic (G-D) (1,600; 40-60)—| “Unfaithful” (WB) and “Philo 
Web” (U) and “Jungle Flight” | Vance’s Gamble” (PRC), same. 
per). ee $7,500. Last week, 
Irway to Heaven” (U) and 
‘anjo” (RKO), (5.500 ‘Cheyenne’ 116, Omaha 
Omaha, July 22. 
Boxoffice is up a little on this 


SAN FRANCISCO =| Bowoftice is. up tile on thi 


( : 

—— from page 14) pheum: “Cheyenne.” at Paramount. 

a. Oke $1,700, Last week, ex-|and “Tarzan and Huntress,” at 

as $2.300. : | Brandeis, all look good. 

a5: uild Theatre (Lippert) (400: 35- Estimates for This Week 
—"Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue), Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16-65) 











_ wk). Smooth, $4,200 or near.' —“Late George Apley” (20th) and | 
r= week, $4,500. “Hit Parade of °47” (Rep). Okay 
‘May (Roesner)- (400; 
ears Between” (U-P) 


— $1,700. Last week, oke $1,800 in| Chester orch on stage. big $20,000. 

cat. Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 

wyat n (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— | 65)—‘Cheyenne” (WB). Nice $11,- 

Solid Terrible” (Indie) (2d wk). 000. Last week, “Yearling” (M-G) 
$2.200. Last week, $1,900 in 5/ (2d wk), off to thin $8.000. 


days 2 
me Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 

85. inited Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60-| “Tarzan Huntress” (RKO) and 

oe nfaithful” (WB) (4th wk) |“Likely Story” (RKO). Rousing 


“ $1,700. Last week. $8,000 and may holdover. Last week. 
apg Mrs, Muir” (20th) (3d wk) | “Unfaithful” <(WB} and “Bulldos 
‘0.), only $3,000. Drummond's Dilemma” (Col), $8.200. 


‘Ramsey Co. Shifts te Dallas Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)-— 





(PRC), same as/ 


“Wicked Ladv” (U) and “Brasher 
Dallas, July 22. Doubloon” (20th). Mild $9,500. Last 
week, “Brother Talks to Horses” 


R S ; 
&msey Pictures Corp, has opened |(M.G) and “Easy Come, Easy Go” 


Offices and studi 
os 
dogs ie here to produce 
Group was formerly in New York 


and Oklahoma Cit i 
field 16 years, icles 


(Par), $8,000. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50)— 
i “Sea of Grass” (M-G). Good $4,000. 


| Last week, “Open City” Undie), way 
‘over average at $6,800. 


|'and before the 75‘ In other 


‘conia the distrib absorbs the whole 
'eost of advertising, which includes 
signs over the theatres and the 
“fronts.” 

| Broadway Gamble 

' 

| 


begins. 


Must producers and distribs con- 
isider the Broadway openings a gam- 
lble. They're willing to assume a 


jproepect that it will increase the 
| picture's earnings in later runs, One 
aspect of this is the “prestige” the 
Broadway opening gives a pic—al- 
though this sometimes seems doubt- 
ful when it does a complete floppola, 
as a number of films have done on 
the Big Street recently. 

A more important fact of the gam- 
ble, however, is that the Boadway 
engagement can puts the distrib in 
a better bargaining position in re- 
gard to making a deal for playing 
Loew’s or RKO circuit in New York 
and the numerous other circuits 
which pattern after Loew’s and 
RKO in booking. Frequently de- 
termined from the strength a film 
shows on Broadway is which of the 
four positions the circuits will place 
it in when it plays their houses, 
That is, the top of the double bill 
during the long portion of the split 
week (five days), at the bottom dur- 
ing the long portion, at the top dur- 
ing the short portion (two days) or 
at the bottom during the short por- 
tion. There's a great difference in 
revenue from these various posi- 
tions, obviously. 

If a film doesn’t play Broadway at 
all, it -has no chance but to be bot- 
tom-billed on the circuits. 





jing the quality—or lack of quality— 
|of their product, have elected to skip 
| the first-run, knowing they’ll end up 
lat the bottom of the bill anyway. 
| Thus they save the cost of the Broad- 
way date. 


Most Choose to Take Gamble 


Most producers and distribs, how- 
ever, choose to take the gamble of 
dropping $5,000 to more than $50,000 
{in a first-run engagement with the 
hope of showing up well enough to 
get themselves at the top of Loew’s 
or RKO bill. This also assures them 


which follow. 
Good example of how the whole 


Broadway house at which the split 
comes at $16,000 and the distrib pays 
all advertising. A better-than- 
usual picture doing very well at the 
theatre will bring in an average of 
$25,000 a week for a six-week run. 


$16,000 and $6,000 in rental out of 
the remaining $9,000 of the $25,000 
gross. Thus he gets $10,000 a week 
for six weeks, or $60,000. 

Now, prior to his opening and for 
his first week, his newspaper adver- 
jtising costs him $25,000; 
cards and/or other types of publicity 
and advertising cost him $10,000 
more and the “front” on the theatre 
sets him back another $10,000. That's 
$45,000. For the next five weeks of 
the run, he reduces his advertising 
to $8,000 a week. That's $40,000, 
making the total ad bill $85,000. 

Inasmuch as he took in $60,000 and 
spent $85,000, it’s obvious that the 
engagement has cost him $25,000. 

The longer the run, of course, the 
more weeks to amortize the initial 
ad campaign cost and the closer the 
distrib comes to making money. 
Where the ad charges come out be- 
fore the 75-25 split begins, the loss 
is also lessened somewhat. Corners 
lean be cut, too, with it possible to 





to $75,000. At least $35,000 is usually 
spent on a big picture. A theatre 
'front can cost from $4,500 up to $51.- 
|000, for instance, spent recently on 
i“Carnegie Hall” at the Winter Gar- 
| den. 

Certain types of pix produce much 
rental by playing 





' 


igreater film 


ismailer houses for ionger runs. That | 


| gives an opportunity to amortize ad- 


vertising over a stretched-out period. 
'Samuet Goldwyn has had much suc- 
cess with that policy d@t the Astor. 
And Universal's “Brief Encounter,” 
playing the sureseater Little Car- 
'negie, art house on 57th street, took 
lout $77,000 in film rental in 33 


j weeks. 








after } 


sure loss on the engagement on the} 


Some | 
inside producers recently, recogniz- | 


Blocked Currency 
In France 








j 


Orsatti Announces 
Agency’s Expansion 


| Hollywood, July 22. 
P Victor Orsatti announced an ex- 
pansion program for the Orsatti 
Agency and Orsatti & Co., Inc., call- 
ing for greater cooperation between 
the New York play, story and radio 
markets and those in Hollywood and 
London. Meanwhile, he will spend 
most of his time in the Hollywood 
office; with general supervision over 
the eastern and British branches. 
Under the expansion 
Alfred P. Orsatti will function as 
executive associate to the manag- 
{ing director. Ernie Orsatti will go 
ito New York and Irwin Allen to 
| London to open new offices, later re- 
‘turning when these offices are run- 
ning smoothly. Harvey Orkin will 
|head the new talent department and 


schedule 


| Joe D. Brown will continue as chief | 


|of the contract department, with add- 
'ed duties as members of the policy 
| forming committee. 

















| Story Backlog | 


——mmm, continued from page 3 


| have been accomplished, incidental- 
i|ly—led studio to setting it back un- 
| til later. 

RKO was all set this winter to 
|send entire company to Switzerland 
|for ‘The White Tower.” Certain 
technical difficulties, however, inter- 
|fered with plans, and it was decided 
ithat best effects could be obtained 
iby putting its start off until next 
'summer. Plan then is for Edward 
Dmytryk to head 
| ducer-director, in junket to Switzer- 
‘land. 

Ross Set for Robe 


| Frank Ross, who will 
| Lloyd C. Douglas’ book, “The Robe,” 
| for RKO, now has set start of his 
‘picture, which he’s been working on 
| for several years, for some time after 
| the first of the year: Casting always 
|has been stumbling block with this 


|property, but even more serious is | 


troupe, as pro-| 


produce 


Creates Stew 


on American Pix 


Paris, July 22. 
The 35-40 big American films 
| Which the Office of War Information 
| rushed to this country close on the 
| heels of the liberating forces in 
| 1944, to fill the gaps in local playing- 
| time, now are kicking up quite a fuss 
in blocked-currency negotiations. 
Problem, which has never been 
unsnarled—whether the ‘majors will 
be able to collect the take on these 


pix—is one of the prime issues in 
| the efforts of Yank film distribs to 
unloosen a goodly part of frozen 
colin, 


OWI obtained these films before 


D-Day from American compahies 
for rapid distribution in French 
flickeries following their planned 
liberation. Knowing that these 


theatres, once German pix were 
barred from the screens, would be 
suffering from a dearth of bookings, 
| majors slotted a number of their 
| best productions to the OWI. Idea, 
also, was to get Yank pix to the 
|Gallic houses without delay to 
'revive an appetite for Hollywood's 
| celluloid. 

Following V-E Day, OWI turned 
over these prints to the majors in 
France. Distribs immediately fol- 
lowed through on a program of 
|large-scale releases of the pix 
| throughout France. The rub devel- 
| oped when the French government 
| promptly inaugurated a system of 
|licensing foreign pix and held the 
| OWI crop to be unlicensed. 
| Money garnered from these films 
|has been in the bankers’ tills for 
| some time. Question now is whether 
| the French will relent on their stand 
'that the films are unlicensed and 
| grant permission for transfer of the 
|currency to the U. S. 
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| Film Reviews 


Continued from page 10 


The Red Stallion 

| well) efforts to save the ranch from 
the traditional foreclosure. These 
scenes, especially an overlong prayer 
closeup, could stand judicious scis- 
soring. First half of pic needs gen- 
eral pepping. 

Once the camera moves into high 








} 


j}amount of stage space required. It 4 

seer fe d + aks os to depict the bear-horse fracas and 
- figured that all difficulties will be | the race that follows, pace pickup is 
irc..ed out by first of year, to enable |sharp and effective. For the story, 


Ross to give final go-signal. simply, is how a boy finds a foal, falls 


The distrib gets $4,000 out of the first 


RKO also has set “Simon Bolivar” , 


‘for production some time next year, 
probably early in spring. This is the 
‘property which Metro had planned 


| to research involved had postponed 
\it repeatedly. Metro finally decided 


ito RKO. 

Costs of postponed production are 
‘expected to hit befween $25,000,000 
'and $30,000,000 mark. By time set- 
back films are ready to take off, 
| production prices, it’s hoped, will be 
| down. They’re now at an all-time 
| high. 











Yates-Goetz 


Continued from page 7 











subway | 


| Goetz-Yates feud. There are no 
;nominees to replace Goetz and 
| Adamson, thus reducing the board 
|from 10 members to eight. 

| That leaves the only independent 
|major stockholders still on the 


board William’ J. German, executor | 


| of the estate of Jules Brulatour, 
| which owns 32,000 shares of Asso- 
i ciated, and Joseph D. Eagan, v.p. of 


| Wilmer & Vineent, which owns aj} 


i smaller share. 
| Yatés, own none or minor quanti- 
| ties of Associated shares. They are 
| Frederick R. Ryan, prexy and gen- 
|eral counsel of the company; John 
| A. Pfeifer, general manager, Ameri- 
;can Maracaibo Co.; Carl B. Heine, 
| retired; Albert W. Lind, partner in 


65-85)— | $12.500. Last week, “Ladies’ Man” | do a pre-opening newspaper Cam- | Sterling, Grace & Co.: Milton C. 
(2d wk).| (Par) with Jerry Colonna and Bob; paign to run anywhere from $7,500 | Green, purchasing agent for Repub- 


| lic, and Robert Delson, attorney. 

| Goetz and his attorney. Samuel 
| Becker, are going to Wilmington to- 
'day for the stockholders’ meeting. 


| Goetz arrived in New York from | 


| the Coast over the weekend and will 
‘remain east for the Rep directors’ 
conclave July 31. 


Ammen eintand’=~ neineineal ancaemt -% 

| AasoGcidweGs principa: asser, asice 
| from Republic, is oil royalty inter- 
| ests estimated in the company’s bal- 


j}ance sheet to be worth $563,446. 


| The other nominees, ali named by | 


in love with it, and trains it to be a 
great racer. And the prelims are 
| loaded for the second-half explosion, 
|In winning the race and thereby in- 
dueing a stable-tycoon to buy a share 


similar billing on the indie circuits|for this year’s production, but due | in tie Gan, it’s elvviows that the old 


| homestead is saved. | , 
Hardly secondary is the horse’s ha- 


situation works out is in a typical | to call it a day for yarn, so sold it | tred for bears and the vendetta that’s 


| liquidated in the epic battle. Note- 

| worthy, also, is a Phi Beta Kappa 

| dog, Daisy, which does some scene- 

| larceny on its own, Donaldson as the 

| boy is adequate. 

| Camera work is good. The animal 

| scenes must have taken considerable 
doing. Direction wavers at first but 

| finds itself in the closeout —. 

} it. 





‘ ° 
Gas House Kids Go West 
Hollywood, July 14. 

PRC release of Sam Baerwitz production, 
Features Curl ‘Alfalfa’ Switzer, Bennie 
Bartlett, Rudy Wissler, ‘Tommy Bond. Di- 
rected by William Beaudine. Screenplay, 
Robert EB. Kent, Robert A. McGowan, BFu- 
gene Conrad? original story, Sam Baerwitz; 
camera, William Sickne editor, Harry 
Reynolds. Previewed in Holiyvwood, July 
14, "47. Running time, 62 MINS. 
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| PRC’s Gas House Kids series 
}won’t live long if others are as 


|poorly turned out as “Gas House 
|'Kids Go West.” There’s nothing to 
|recommend this one for any book- 
| ing. 

| Original story by Sam Baerwitz 
| offers okay premise for stringing 
together comedy and melodrama 
but, as producer, Baerwitz displays 
| little knowledge. William Beaudine’s 
|direction also misses badly, and 
| Robert A. Kent, Robert A. McGowan 
| and Eugene Conrad, turned out a 
consistently bad screenplay. 

Plot has gashouse gang heading 
west for vacation on a ranch, along 
with a policeman friend. They 
| maneuver job of driving car to Cali- 
| fornia, not knowing it’s a hot job. 
| They find ranch is being used by 
crooked foreman as hideout for hot 
lears and trap the gang and save the 
rancher’s daughter from a marriage 


¥ +e . 
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| Income from oil royalties and rentals with foreman, : 

amounted to $54,808. Total income | Dialog is crammed with cliches 

was $112,670. a — — audience groans. 
eae me; . st does nothing to improve gags 

_Net vg Smal Associated Sos the | and situations. nsing and other 

_ year ending Dec. 31, 1946, according | production credits are adequate. 

jto the statement, was $75.007. Brog. 
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Cinecolor and Trucolor. Inked for 
starts this summer are 19 in Techni- 
color, seven in Cinecolor and five in 
Trucolor. There are also eight with 
Technicolor commitments that may 
or may not go this year, depending 
on various factors. ; 

Breakdown of backlogs, studio by 
studio, discloses the unusual fact that 
Metro has more tinters in its back- 
Jog and more in production than 
20th-Fox, which of late has been 
known as “color heaven.” 

Leo the Lion has a grand total of 
six in the can against 20th’s four. 
They are “Good News,” “The Pirate,” 
“The Birds and the Bees,” “This Time 
for Keeps,” “The Unfinished Dance” 
and “Summer Holiday.” That's in 
additiom to two in production, “On 
an Island With You” and “The Kiss- 
jng Bandit,” and three coming up, 
“puxury Liner,’ “The Three Mus- 
keteers” and Sierra Pictures’ “Joan 
of Lorraine.” Two others that may 
go this year, but next for sure, are 
“annie Get Your Gun” and “Easter 
Parade.” 

Quartet awaiting release at 20th 
ere “Forever Amber,” 
from Castile,” “Mother Wore Tights” 
and “Scudda Hoo, Scudda Hay.” In 
production is .“Green Grass _ of 
Wyoming.” Coming up out 
wood way are 
“The Flapper Age,” “On to Oregon,” 
“Circuit Rider’s Wife’ and “The 
Ballad of Furnace Creek.” “Missouri 
Waltz” and “Dick Turpin” will also 
be rainbow-hued, but starting dates 
@re uncertain. 

Paramount has no tinters in pro- 
duction now, but has eight in its 


backlog. They are “Emperor Waltz.” | 
Cecil B.| 


Bing Crosby _ starrer; : 
deMille’s “Unconquered”; Hal Wallis’ 
“Desert Fury” and “Whispering 
Smith,” allin Technicolor. These are 
in addition to the Pine-Thomas Cine- 
color output for Par __ release, 


“Shaggy,” “Adventure Island” and 
“Albucuerque,” latter made under 
Clarion Productions’ banner. Bob 


Hope’s “The Paleface” is skedded to 
start later this month, and Crosby’s 
“Connecticut Yankee” guns in Sep- 
tember. 

Columbia is also well stacked, with 
seven in the can, one in production 
and three coming up. Those await- 
ing release are, the Technicolor “Re- 


Jentless” (formerly “Three Were 
Thoroughbreds”), “Man from Colo- 
rado,” “Down to Earth” and “The 


Swordsman,” plus Cinecolor’s “Prince | 


of Thieves” and Vitacolor’s “Rin Tin 
Tin” and “Redmen.” 

Lensing at Col, 
Cinecolored “Strawberry 
with cowboy star’s “In a 
Spanish Town” set 
August. “Royal Mail,” in Techni- 
color, starts next month, too, and 
the Cinecolored “Gallant Blade” tees 
off in September. 

Warners has three Technicolor 
dishes-ready. They are “Two Guys 
from Texas,” “My Wild Irish Rose” 
and “Life With Father.” Michael 
Curtiz’s “Romance 
rolling now, and “Adventures of Don 
Juan” guns later this year. 

Universal - International, whose 
Technicolor commitments seem to be 
settling down to about six a year, 
has a pair ready, a pair in produc- 
tion, a pair inked for summer or fall 
starts, and another pair—"Song of 
, and a second awaiting 
studio toppers’ decision—as possible 
added starters, 

Those ready at U-I are the Mike 
Fessier-Ernest Pagano “Slave Girl” 
énd Paul Malvern’s “Pirates of Mon- 


a 


Roan,” 
Little 
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EDGAR F. LUCKENBACH ESTATE 


AUCTION 


2 LONG ISLAND ESTATES + 


IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY OR FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 


ON HEMPSTEAD HARBOR 
SANDS PT., Long Island 


“ELM COURT” “SHOREWOOD” 


40 Acres 64 Acres 
22-Reom Residence 12-Room Residence 
4 Private Homes 


r¢ 
$ 
Offered separately and as a weeks? 
SAT. AUG. 9. 





E“RNARD P DAY, Pres 


AUCTIONEERS: 
Fairfield P. Day, V. P 
pStephen A. McDonald, v. Pp. 
MH 4. McElveney, Jr. Vv. P. 
CHRYSLER BLDG., N. Y. 7. lex, 2-5000 
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“Wabash Avenue,” | 


is Gene Autry’s | 
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,terey.” Shooting are Leonard Gold- 
|stein’s “Black Bart, Highwayman” 
and Walter Wanger’s “Tap Roots.” 


| Goldstein’s “River Lady” and? Kar] | 


| Tunberg’s “Up in Central Park” will 
| start later this year. 

| Disney’s ‘Fun’ Ready 
Disney's “Fun and Fancy 


Wait 


'Free” is ready to be shipped. “How | 


Dear to My Heart” and “Sing About 
Something” are in animation. “Alice 


in Wonderland” is now on Disney’s 
“story boards” and will probably 
start through animation late this 


year. Samuel Goldwyn’s “The Secret 
Life of Walter Mitty” is ready and 
“That's Life” is shooting. Both are 
Danny Kaye starrers. 

Republic, which owns Trucolor, 
has five set for the market. Three 
are Roy Rogers starrers—‘Spring- 
time in the Sierras,” “On the Old 
Spanish Trail” and “Balls of San 
Angelo,” plus Ken Murray’s “Bill 
and 
the Oregon Trail.” “Under Colo- 
rado Skies” is shooting, and coming 
up this summer are “The 
Ranchero,” “The * page 
“Song of the Golden West,” “Cali- 
fornia Firebrand” and ‘Timber 
Trail.” And, of course, the Charles 
Feldman-Lewis Milestone Techni- 
color, “The Red Pony,” is rolling, 
too. 
| RKO and Eagle-Lion have one 
apiece finished and one each being 
prepped. “Red Stallion” has wound up 
at E-L, and “Wild Conquest,” the 
jone they’ll make at the Duke of 
| Windsor’s ranch near Calgary, is 
starting soon. RKO has, in Techni- 
novel, will have to fight that one out. 


Allied Artists has “Black Gold,” 
in Cinecolor, ready for Monogram 
|release, and Mono will also dis- 


tribute William Wyler’s 45-minute 
|Technicolor Army Air Forces’ docu- 
|mentary, “Thunderbolt.” Mono will 
jalso release Edward WNassour’s 
|“Panamint City,” now in the writing 
} mill, 


nicolor feature-length cartoons, “Tom | 


Thumb” and “Rip Van Winkle.” Also 
| scheduled to start soon, in Techni- 
i;color, are Boris Morros’ “Babes in 
Toyland” and the Mary Pickford- 
| Lester Cowan “One Touch of Venus.” 


: McClure Choice 


Continued from page 6 
son with the commanders in the oc- 
|cupied areas. Harold Snyith repre- 
sents the Association in Germany, 
| Wolfgang Wolf in Austria and 
| Charles Mayer in Japan. 

As the setup now functions, film 
| companies supply MPEA with a list 
of available films. MPEA’s and the 
'Motion Picture Assn.’s combined 























| selectivity committee eliminates | 
| what it feels unsuitable for export. | 


The culled list is then sent to the 
| liaison officers (arrangements are 
now being made also to send sample 
prints), who get the area command- 
ers’ selections. Lists are next gone 
over by the State Dept., and finally 
by General McClure. As can be 
imagined, before all the approvals 
are obtained, the lists have been 
| plenty trimmed. = 
| Ten additional pix have just been 
okayed and are on the way to Ger- 
many and Austria or are being 
printed. 
cision” (M-G), “Palm Beach Story” 
| (Par), “Lost Weekend” (Par), “Af- 
| fairs of Susan” (Par), “Rhapsody in 
| Blue” (WB), ‘““Dragon Seed”. (M-G), 
“Mrs. Parkington” (M-G), “The Spi- 
ral Staircase’ (RKO), “Cluny 
Brown” (20th) and ‘The Great 
John L.” (UA-Crosby). 

In addition to General McClure’s 
appointment, another thing that has 
simplified the MPEA’s dealings with 
the Army has been the departure of 
Pare Lorentz from the Civil Affairs 


} 
| 


he had charge of selection. The for- 
definite ideas as to the type of prod- 
uct that should go to the occupied 
countries—and they seldom agreed 
with those of the film companies. 
The result was a continuous battle. 





Sistrom, Binyon Draw 
UI’s ‘Saxon Charm’ 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Universal - International handed 


Charm,” which Claude Binyon will 
script and direct. 

Same __ producer - director - writer 
combination is also working on the 
MacKinlay Kantor yarn, “Midnight 
Lace,” which will star Claudette 
Colbert. 





Coo” and Monte Hale’s “Along | 


Gay | 
Stallion,” | 


George Pal is readying two Tech- | 


Division office in New York. where | 


mer documentary producer had very | 


Harry Brandt Sees Good 
Pix as British Antidote 


Hollywood, July 22. 

There is nothing to fear from an 
invasion of British pictures as long 
as Hollywood producers turn out 
good pictures. Harry Brandt, prexy 
of the Independent Theatre Owners 
| Assn., summed it up bluntly in a 
| talk to the Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. 

“Make good pictures and you 
won't have any problems. Make bad 
pictures and you deserve to have 
problems.” 





“Death Watch” For Marathon 
“Fhe Death Watch.” an 


fort, will be the initial production of 
Marathon Pictures. Marathon is 
owned by Brandt, Peter Mayer, son 
of Arthur Mayer, owner of the Rial- 
to, N. Y., and Frank Satenstein, an 
agent. Shooting starts Aug. 1 and 
pic will be released via PRC. 
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Continued from page 3 =——— 








|playing our films. Because of the 


} . . decrease in American film pro- 
duction, the American film 
could easily absorb 40 to 50 of our 
And this 


I am quot- 


market 


| first-rate films every year. 
is not only my opinion. 
ing one of the most experienced film 
men in the world, a man who is the 
head of one of the biggest and most 
successful film and cinema enter- 
| prises in the world.” 
Korda also took a shot at British 
'exhibs. He wrote: “The great waste 
in handling films today in Great 
| Britain results from the policy of 
|some of the larger circuits in only 
|playing films for one week, how- 
'ever much the public may want to 
|see them. We saw several examples 
of this last year when one of our 
| largest circuits took first-rate Brit- 
ish films out of their theatres after 
one wa2k in order to put in what 
often proved a much inferior ar- 
| ticle. This is a practice that does 
|not exist any more in any other 
; country in the world. 

“Surely if British films are good, 
and if the public is willing to sup- 
port them for more than a week, it 
| cannot be against the interest of any 

individual cinema and ‘can be very 
|much in the national interest te 
| keep them for as long as there is 
|a sufficiently large pubhe willing to 
|pay to see them. This would give 
| good and popular British pictures 
| longer playing time and a larger in- 
/come and would eliminate the ne- 
icessity of showing a number of 
/mediocre films.” 











‘Outlaw’ Dates 


ee Continued from page 6 











| : 
'Dawn theatre three times. 
a house average of $65, “Outlaw” 


| did $235 last October: $527 in Janu- 


ary and $274 in April. 
| A peculiar aspect of “Outlaw’s” 
|constant brushes with the Catholic 


|Selznick film likewise being an 
overgrown western heavy in 
amour department, some _ towns 
which refused permission to “Out- 
‘law’ and then okayed “Duel,” re- 
versed their decision on the Hughes 
Sie when the similarities were 
| pointed out to them. That was the 
case in New London, Conn., for in- 


j}stance. “Outlaw,” incidentally. out- 
| grossed “Duel” there and played 
two weeks against “Duel’s” one. 
|Both played the Victory theatre. 
“Duel” got 90c and $1.20, while 
“Outlaw” charged the regular 55c 
top. ‘“Duel’s” gross, nevertheless, 


}was $6,100 against $6,400 for ‘“‘Out- 
law” for the first seven days. 
“Duel” has been able to play with 
virtually no censorial difficulties, in 
|}contrast to “Outlaw.” largely be- 
cause Of Selznick’s 
+dling of the situation and willing- 
;ness to compromise with the church 
|} On sapolioing. Hughes, on the other 


. ° : bhand vat , ide n atti i 

Joseph Sistrom production reins on; ®@nd, teek belligerent attitude. | 
ey ‘ederic | Result is more than evide he | 

the film version of the Frederic | t be a nt in the 
Wakeman novel. “The Saxon, total earnings of the two pictures, 


/despite “Outlaw’s” 
|pericrity at the b.o. 


apparent su- 
“Duel.” in re- 


lease only since last May 7, has piled | 
| up more than twice as much in film | 


| rentals than “Outlaw.” although the 
jlatter started into distribution. el- 
j most 18 months ego. 


original | 
story by Max Wilk and Jerry Blank- | C 
Texas by John Franconi, local fran- | 


in Natalia, Tex., a town with 278 | 
population, pic has been back to the | 
Against | 


0 ~ |Church and local religious and civic | 
They are “Valley of De | organizations is the fact that it has | 


| been helped by “Duel in the Sun.” | 


the | 


kidglove han-. 


Beaumont, Texas. 


in the Jefferson Amus. Co., centering 
i here, sold to East Texas Theatres, 


Inc., for $1,100,000, according to 
Julius Gordon, head of both com- 
panies. 

Sam Wheeler, sales manager of 


Film Classics, named Jake Lutzer 
branch manager at Dallas with J. E 
Mitchell as sales manager. Lutzer 
was with Universal for years 





Connie Dreher named zone man- 
ager of west Texas and Don Clark 
of east Texas for Screen Guild ot! 


Dreher and Clark both 
in Dallas area. 
Enterprises, Inc., of 
Dallas. in association with Harry 
| Lowenstein, purchased the Wade- 
Tex theatre holdings at Gainesville. 


chise holder. 
were salesmen 
Theatre 


Wisdom Joins Flexer Theatres 
Memphis. 
J. H. Wisdom, formerly with Grif- 
'fith Circuit in Oklahoma for 17 
years, joined Flexer theatres here 
as executive in charge of houses in 
Mississippi and Tennessee. Flexer 
gave $50 prizes for outstanding ex- 


Miss.., 


and 


Sardis. 
of Varsity 


manager of Tower, 
and Eugene Boggs, 

Strand, Amory, Miss. 
Dillon New Charlotte Marshal 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Cy Dillon, manager of Charlotte 
branch for Republic, appointed fire 
marshal for film exchanges here, 
succeeding R. M. Simril, of National 
Screen Service. 

Harry Williams, 
United Artists, entered Memorial 
hospital here for treatment. 

P,. F. Rosian, Southern district 
managey of Universal-International, 
here from Cincinnati headquarters 
to huddle with Charlotte branch 
manager Jim Frew. 

Ben Caplon, branch manager for 


| Columbia out of Washington, came | 
here to talk with Harry Pickett, of | 


Crever theatres. 


branch in Charlotte, resigned. 


Aronowitz Sells Radio Stock 
Albany. 
Samuel FE. Aronowitz. a director 
| and general counsel for WTRY in 
| Troy, has sold his 10% stock inter- 
| est in Van Curler Broadcasting Corp. 





j to President William W. Farley. 
Film Row developer and theatre 
|}Oowner. Farley is pooled in three 


| Schenectady houses with the Fabian 
| interests who hold the controlling 
stock in Van Curler, applicant wit 
other companies for WOKO’'s 


two 


Holdings of J..C. Clemmons estate , 


ploitation work to Mrs. Mary Aiken, | 


salesman for | 


| Walter Heard: cashier for Warner | 


Clemmons Holdings in Texas Sold 
For $1,100,000; Other Xchange News 


+ 





the FCC, a Washington attorney re- 
vealed that Col. Charles E. alsh, 
Jr.. of Albany, would succeed Aron- 
owitz in Van Curler. 

Bill Rosenow, former Paramount 
booker in Buffalo and salesman 
|; here, now covering those territories 
for Selznick Releasing. 

Another former’ service man, 
Nicholas Natale, has become an ex- 
1ibitor in the Albany zone. He has 
leased the Worcester theatre there. 

St. Louis’ Reshuffle 
St. Louis 


Exchanges on film row have been 
reshuffled following the move of 
Universal into new quarters. Re- 
public has taken over the quarters 


abandoned by U. PRC, Eagle-Lion 
now occupy the old Republic site, 
and Film Classics goes into the quar- 
ters abandoned by PRC. Screen 
Guild now shares quart®rs with the 
International Theatrical and Tele- 
vision Corp., also on film row. 

Kerasotes Bros. will close their 
750-seat Senate, in Springfield, Il., 
for a $75,000 face-lifting. 

O. L. Turner, Jr., Harrisburg, 1, 
exhib convalescing from a major op- 
eration. 

Paul Bock, home office rep of 
RKO, recovered from an appendec- 
tomy. 
| Tom Edwards, of Edwards & Hare 
iris Circuit, Farmington, Mo., build- 
ing a new ranch type house on city’s 
outskirts. 

Singer Waterloo Corp., purchased 
Orpheum, 1,700-seater in Waterloo 
la., for a reported $85,000. 

The Flexer Drive-In Theatres, Inc., 
| Memphis, Tenn., awarded a contract 
'for construction of a $55,000 Drive- 
I:. near Sappington, St. Louis county, 


Cramblet’s New Berth 

Ralph Cramblet, vet United Art- 
ists branch manager in Minneapolis, 
named to post of midwestern dis< 
trict manager. He will operate out 
| of Chicago, handling territory tover- 
|ing Chi, Indianapolis, Milwaukee 
| and Minneapolis. He succeeds Rud 
| Lohrenz, who recently resigned to 
| become an exhibitor and has been 
with UA for 18 years. 

E. M. Loew Buys in Worcester 

Worcester. 

E. M. Loew’s Theatres, which op- 
| erates the Plymouth, Olympia, Fam- 
| fly and Royal here, last week pur- 
|; chased a three-story brick ware- 
j house in the center of the city and 
a lot containing 5,699 square feet, 
Indicated the selling price was $15,- 
000. Same interests hope to obtain 
more land to erect a 1,600-seat film 


| wavelength. In proceedings before | house. 
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Errol FLYNN © Barbara STANWYCK 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


“CRY WOLF” 


with 
GERALDINE BROOKS 
Produced by Henry Blanke 
In Person 


FREDDY MARTIN 


His “Siagive Saxaphone” and 
is Orchestra 


and 
if THE COCOANUT GROVE REVUE 
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"| WONDER WHO'S 
KISSING HER NOW" 


with MARK STEVENS JUNE HAVER 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
PLUS ON STAGE IN PERSON! 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Extra! MAURICE ROCCO 
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JOAN CRAWFORD VAN HEFLIN 
In Warner Bros. Hit 


“POSSESSED” | 


With 
Raymond Massey @ Geraldine Brooks 
Directed by Curtis Bernhardt 
Produced by Jerry Wald 


WARNERS' 
Ar sist Seer HOLLYWOOD 
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Rockefeller Center 
Cary Myrna Shirley 
GRANT LOY TEMPLE 


‘The BACHELOR and the BOBBY-SOXER’ 
An RKO Radio Picture 
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Nets Yen Quick Huddle with Petrillo | 
AM-FM Duplication 


To Clear Way for 


Washington, July 22. 
Prospects for a speedy duplication 
of network musical shows on FM 
are brighter, following a meeting 
here last (Monday) night of net- 
work and FM Assn. officials. The 


nets, after learning from J. N. “Bill” 
Bailey, FM Assn. director, that Rep. 


Carroll Kearns, chairman of a House | 


labor subcommittee probing the 
American 


had promised assistance in 


plication 
voted to confer with the AFM chief 
in double-quick time. 

It was reported that web officials, 
meeting earlier in the day with the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters’ em- 
ployee-employer relations commit- 
tee, had poirfted to AFM-net con- 
tracts as possible barriers in the 
way of duplicating musical shows. 
The release that finally came out of 
NAB headquarters late in the eve- 
ning, however, put all four nets on 
record as ready to confer with Pe- 
trillo on the duplication problem as 
“quiekly as possible.” They strength- 
ened their stand, it was understood, 
following the evening session with 
FMA men. 

FMA director Bailey said net- 
work-AFM contracts “make no ref- 
erence to FM at all. 
they confined to AM broadcasting. 
They cover employment of mu- 
sicians for radio broadcasting pur- 
poses, and FM is certainly included 
in this category.” 

Network men present included Wil- 
liam Hedges, Henry Ladner, Gustav 
Margraf and John McDonald, of 
NBC; Frank White and Howard 
Hausman, of CBS; Joseph McDon- 
ald and:Ken Berkeley, of ABC, and 
Bob Swezey, of Mutual. FMA reps 
included Bailey, Gordon Gray and 
counsel Leonard Marks. Impact of 
the Taft-Hartley Act on broadcast- 
ers, meanwhile, was -summarized 
by John Elmer, WCBM, chairman of 
the NAB labor relations committee. 
He declared: 

1. “The secondary boycott has 
been responsible for more bad feel- 
ing between broadcasters and unions 
than any other factor.” Outlawing 
it should lead to greater cooperation 
and mutual understanding. 

2. Radio contracts with closed- 
shop agreements are. prohibited. 
“The guild shop of one radio union 
conforms to the spirit-but not the 
letter of the T-H union shop pro- 
vision.” y 

3. The act gives employers more 
discretion in deciding whether they 
must discharge employees thrown 
out of the union, where there are 
union-shop agreements and bans on 
featherbedding practices. 


Mirochinca Epileg 





On ABC V-J Sked 


Network documentary coverage of 
the “two-years-after-V-J” period 


Federation of Musicians, | 
seeing | 
that James C. Petrillo permits du- | 
took heart and promptly | 


Neither are} 





Happy Day 
Hollywood, July 22. 

They're closing up shop at the 
Thompson agency Friday (25) so 
all hands can go down to the 
harbor to see their boss, Corn- 
well Jackson, take the vows with 
Gail Patrick, film actress. 
Nuptials will be performed on 
the boat that takes the newly- 
weds to Hawaii, and the full-day 
holiday was declared because of 
the long haul down to Wilming- 
ton, 


Winchell Scrams — 


With Hooper Palm 


Walter Winchell reprised an old 
custom by winding up in the No. 1 
Hooper summertime slot prior to his 
/own scrameroo. New Hooper Pocket- 
piece gives Winchell a 12.1 rating for 
the leadoff spot, though he was up 
against the toughest parlay of net- 
| work competition for the Sunday- 
|at-9 period, which included “Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round” (6.8); 
“Corliss Archer” (5.3). 

Oddity of the listings is that, even 
at midsummer stretch, only three 
replacement shows managed _ to 
creep into the coveted Top 15 (Fred 
| Waring, “Philip Marlowe” an@ Col. 

















| Stoopnagle in the Bob Hawk spot.) 


Here’s how Hooper rates ’em: 
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N.Y. State Fed. of Labor 
Seeks Albany Station 
To Fight ‘Anti’ Faction 


Utica, July 22, 

New York State Federation of La- 
bor convention, in its closing session 
here, unanimously adopted a resolu- 
tion from its press and radio com- 
mittee authorizing application to the 
FCC for a license to operate a radio 
station in Albany—“to offset anti- 
labor propaganda by the press and 
radio.” 

Executive Secretary Harold C. 
Hanover, who with prexy Thomas A. 
Murray and the executive council 
will submit the application, told 
VARIETY: “We should have done this 
|10 years ago. The press and radio 
| committee has long advocated an up- 
| State labor station.” 
| Hanover, who 





has frequently 





~. 8.01 denied 

. 8.0 | severing ties with ABC; claims, in 
| fact, that it has taken on new clients 
| with upped billings.) 





will find ABC coming up with an | broadcast over stations in New York 
unusual presentation, scheduled for | City and Buffalo but not in the Al- 
Aug. 6 airing. No definite time slot | bany area, added: “We have no illu- 





Pk pannet eye moter Se 


has been set as yet. 

Under supervision of Tom Velotta. 
ABC's director of news and special 
events, the web will build its half- 
hour program around Hiroshima as 
an epilog to the John Hersey ABC 
documentary of some time back, 
which was based on Hersey’s New 
Yorker mag piece. 

ABC has sent Ray Falk to Japan 
with a wire recorder to find the per- 
sonalities who were highlighted in 
the Hersey document. He'll be 
joined by Julian Anthony, who will 


fly from Washington with an Army | 


Air Force escort, and Anthony will 
go on the program, live, from New 
York to give a word picture of 
Hiroshima “Two years after,” sup- 
plemented by Falk’s wire-recorder 
pickups. 

Other outstanding V-J anni docu- 
mentary, of course, is that being 
prepared by the CBS documentary 
unit. Network sent correspondents 
to Europe and the Pacific areas to 
retrace the invasion steps and to 
give the “two-years-after” story. 


Cagney in GAC Exit 
Warren Cagney, of General Artists 
Corp. radio department, has resigned 
effective Aug. 1. No replacement set 
yet. 
Duties will be assumed by Danny 
Hollywood, and Frank Hobbs. . 





sion about starting big, with a 50-000- 

i watt outlet. We will start small and 
| work up. The State Federation of 
|Labor is very determined in this 
|matter. We hope and think a federa- 
|tion station could be put on a pay- 
jing basis, although we would not ex- 
pect to make much money.” 


WEISKOPF FOR HIKEN 
SEEN ON ALLEN SHOW 


Now that Nat Hiken has tendered 





his resignation to Fred Allen as chief | ©? 
| Girls,” 


writer on his Sunday night NBC 
show, it looks like Harry Weiskopf, 
janother Allen scripter, will move 
| into the head writer slot. 

| Despite Hiken’s resignation, how- 


lever, there’s some speculation as to! ’? 
|ing over 6:45 to 7 


|whether Hiken may not finally 
check in again for Allen when the 
fall rolls around. That would hinge, 
ite reported, an the status of the 
Milton Berle show in the fall (no- 
body wants to confirm it, but it’s re- 
ported show has been cancelled). 
Hiken is head scripter for Berle’s 
Philip Morris program. Allen pre- 
| fers that Hiken solo it on the Allen 
‘routine and not spread himself. If 
there’s a Berle fadeout, it’s viewed 
as likely that Hiken will return to 
Allen. at 








Paints Daily Sports Pictures 


MARK SCHREIBER 


Denver Post sports authority and 


columnist gives a. comprehensive 
roundup of sports news, scores and 
dope seven days a week with fre- 
quent interviews with prominent 
sports personalities. 


KLZ, DENVER 


ABC Answers 
WING Gripe On 


Net ‘Pressure 


The WING (Dayton) vs. ABC net- 
work controversy apparently is still 
going full blast, although cessation 
of affiliation goes back to June 15. 

In answer to WING’s gripe to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion that the network had exerted 
pressure to clear station option time 
for chain shows, and that ABC liter- 
ally threw the book at them in an 
effort to yank local shows for net 
programs, ABC this week 
VarieETY its own version 
transpired. 

(Dayton 
it has 








station, 
lost 


incidentally, 
business since 


Here’s how ABC squares off: 

“We offered WING a renewal of 
its affiliation agreement with ABC, 
identical with that under which the 
station had maintained affiliation 
with the network for the last two 
years. This standard affiliation 
agreement contained a _ provision 
whereby either ABC or WING could 
terminate the contract at any time 
on 12 months’ notice. The manage- 
ment of WING insisted upon a firm 
two-year contract, which ABC was 
unwilling to accept, because of the 
possibility that its service to the 
people of Dayton and vicinity might 
be improved and strengthened in 
the event that licenses for other 


FCC to that city. 


ABC's original offer on renewal] 
(Continued on page 34) 


P&G Seeks To Boost 
7-7:15 in New Season; 





Procter & Gamble is still wrest- 
ling with the problem of strength- 
ening its 7 to 7:30 p.m. cross-the- 
board programming on CBS in the 
fall. Jack Smith is all set for an- 
other season’s whirl in the 7:15 to 
7:30 slot; but P & G has been anx- 
ious to build up the first 15-minute 
period. Client is still committed to 
the “Mystery of the Week” show for 
another 13 weeks when the fall sea- 
son resumes, but is surveying the 
availabilities for a replacement 
show. 

CBS has been pitching up Robert 
Q. Lewis to P & G, but the soap 
people have been holding off on any 





commitment. “Leave It to the 
re-formed as a 15-minute 
five-times-a-week show, was audi- 
tioned by the company and re- 
jected. 

P & G in the fall will expand to 
45-minutes at dinnertime, also tak- 
on CBS for the 
Lowell Thomas newscast. 


Laurie’s Fun Digest 


Latest comedy package making the 
agency rounds (with a few sponsor- 
ship nibbles already reported) is 
“The Fun of the Week” show. It's 
a Joe Laurie, Jr., property. 

Half-hour program, aimed at once- 
weekly nighttime slotting, is a digest 
of all ‘the humor on radio, screen, 








stage, newspapers and books. 





| at NYU Summer Workshop last Thursday evening. 
| editor of Variety, also skedded for a guest shot....Jean Stewart replac- 





told | 
of what | 
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From the Production Centres 


(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Lou Cowan resting at home after several weeks in Harkness Pavilion 
hosp following gall bladder operation....Radio actress Mary Hunter has 
taken leave of absence from Theatre Wing schools for a number of weeks 
in order to stage direct new Monte Proser musical, “High Top Shoes’, .., 
Lynn Stone visiting relatives in Michigan and Ohio for two weeks. She 
and collaborator Addie Richton had their second “Studio One” adaptation, 
“Holiday,” on air last night (Tues.)....Draper Lewis is head writer for 
Robert Q. Lewis five-a-week gag show, with three outsiders, including 
Robert Cone helping and. Jack Mosman, directing for CBS....Harry 
Ackerman of Young & Rubicam was guest lecturer for Robert J. Landry 
George Rosen, radio 








ing Dorothy Day (on vacation) at WINS....Ed Thorgersen auditioned for 
the Milo Boulton spot on “We the People’....Priscilla Kent coastward to 
write for “Cavalcade of America’”’....Ed Jurist, of the “Aldrich Family” 
writing staff, a papa. Six-and-a-half-pound boy, Stephen, born last. Wed. 

Bill Griffis, actor-announcer on NBC’s “Believe It Or Not,” has become 
foster papa of a nine-year-old war orphan, Hendrik Strijker of Amster- 
dam, Holland....Jerry Danzig, WINS program director, takes off Friday 
(25) on a three-week flying vacation to Mexico City and California.... 
Robert Carpenter, Mutual station relations field rep in Oklahoma City, 
brought into the home office for briefing on h.q. operations. Other field 
reps will follow....Composer-conductor Nathan Kroll of ABC’s “Warriors 
of Peace” shoved off after Sunday’s (20) broadcast for a Lake Placid va- 
cation....Morey Amsterdam returns to his WHN show Monday (28) fol- 
lowing a hurried visit to the Coast to see his ailing mother. 

Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak returned yesterday (Twes.) from a three- 
week vacation at Pine Orchard, Conn.....Jimmy Dolan, former assistant 
CBS sports director, doing publicity for the Atlantic City Racing Assn..... 
Edward. J. Devney, formerly with the Howard Wilson Co., radio reps, joins 
Headley-Reed outfit Aug. 1....Rudy Blesh shoving off Aug. 2 to originate 
two of his Mutual “So This Is Jazz’ shows from the Coast, first Aug. 9 
via KHJ (Hollywood) with Kid Ory’s band, second following week via 
KFRC (Frisco) with Lou ‘Watters’ tribe....Billy Redfield signatured a 
three-year pact Friday (18) for the title role in “Willie Piper,” which GE 
will sponsor on AB@ this fall....CBS h.q. at the NAB convention in 
Atlantic City in September will be the Ritz. 

Ellis Sard, formerly with LaRoche & Ellis agency, has joined Kenyon & 
Eckhardt’s radio and tele dept.....Linda Watkins and Paul Potter into 
“Rose of My Dreams” cast. Marie Kenny in “Lorenzo Jones.” Chuck 
Rollins added to “Just Plain Bill”....Howard Teichman named co-editor 
of scripts for “Ford Theatre”’....Bernard Herrmann, CBS symphonic con- 
ductor who wrote the score for Orson Welles’ “Citizen Kane” film, to make 
his N. Y. Stadium concert debut next Tuesday (29) when he batons his 
original composition, “Welles Raises Kane”,...General Foods switching 
agencies for “When A Girl Marries’—from Benton & Bowles to Young 
& Rubicam—to plug a different GF product....Mutual’s UN reporter and 
ex-war correspondent Les Nichols, who has three small children, got 
word from the family doctor last week that he’s soon to be the father of 
twins! 

Elaine Carrington’s son, Bob, a budding magician who recently did a 
guestshot on Tex & Jinx’s television show, teaming up with a 19-year-old 
pal, Stu Daniels, to put on a “Magic Unlimited” show at Bridgehampton, 
L. I, Aug. 8 and 9....Catherine Walsh, of CBS press dept., engaged to 
George Muldowney, Acme news photog....Beryl Davis feted by English 
war brides last night (Tues.) at the English Speaking Union. 





radio stations were allotted by the, 


Elsa “Chiquita Banana” Miranda planes in tomorrow (Thurs.) from 
Puerto Rico to spend a week here cutting a series of platters for Ford 
Motors. Then she'll return south for nitery bookings at Havana, San 
Juan and Dominican Republic....Norman Corwin booked for a week of 
lectures at the Banff Sehool of Fine Arts, Univ. of Alberta, Canada, in 
mid-August. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Groucho Marx and Garry Moore are the latest to make test records for 
“Take It Or Leave It” should Eversharp and Phil Baker part company in 
the fall. Criticism of Baker has been that he doesn’t handle the con- 
testants with enough finesse....Bill Henry back home to do his newscasts 
-from KNX for the next three weeks....Bruce Dodge here from N. Y. to 
run things at the Biow agency, while Jack Runyon is east to talk over 
things with Milton B....Terry Hayward, with Young & Rubicam before 
the war, joined the Wade agency here as assistant production manager... 
Wauhillau La Hay shoved off after setting up publicity campaigns for 
N. W. Ayer’s five summer shows....Sandra Gould (Mrs. Larry Berns) 
making her picture bow at Warners. She’s Miss Duffy on “Duffy’s Tavern” 
....Sam Hayes resumes in the fall with his football roundup for General 
Petroleum....Sid Strotz east to talk over his Coast television setup with 
NBC brass. 

Harry Von Zell and Bill Goodwin will split up four weeks as Jimmy 
Fidler’s summer subs. He'll record his editorials for integration into the 
chatter session....Ken Carson, newest of the crooner crop, gets a buildup 
by NBC in a half-hour musical with Lucille Norman and Henry Norman's 
orchestra....Mutual has draped Ben Alexander around a turntable as ils 





Hold Off on R. Q. Lewis 


newest entry in the disk jock sweepstakes....Jack Creamer left MCA to 
go on his own in personal management....Another “rugged individualist” 
| is Al Kabaker, who will handle a list of writers in addition to his duties 
as Hollywood rep of Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample....Chuck Koren has 
taken his leave as head of Nat Goldstone’s radio department....Frank 
Pittman is trying out writing teams to take over “Gildersleeve” in the fall. 
Sam Moore and John Whedon, who have been turning out the scripts for 
five years, are more interested in a stage play they’ve written than the 
whimsy of Hal Peary & Co.....Hilliard “Hicky” Marks will handle pro- 
duction for Jack Benny next season so that Bob Ballin, Coast radio head 
of Foote, Cone & Belding, can have more time to.devote to the agency's 
Coast originations. 


IN CHICAGO... 


I. E. Showerman. of NBC, Gene Dailey and Art Churvis of WBBM 
were on initial flight of the new Chicago to Miami Constellation....John 
Scott Keck leaves NBC recording division here in August to become mem- 
ber of sales staff in New York....Joan Blondell, Mike Todd and Basil 
Rathbone guesting on Bob Elson’s “On the Century”....200 Catholic nuns 
here for convention toured NBC studios and were present at rehearsals for 
“Curtain Time” show....E. R. Boroff, Jeff. Wade, Art Jacobson, Glenn 
Snyder, Fran Allison, Phil Bowman, L. S. “Duffy” Swartz, and John Platt 
appointed committee heads of the Chi Radio Committee campaign for 1947 
....Dave Atchison, fromer editor of Veterans magazine, appointed staff 
writer for NBC press department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy McLaughlin (he’s general manager of WENR) were 
feted on their 29th wedding anni by radio friends on July 20....Dave Gar- 
roway'’s show over NBC network at 5:30 p.m., moves into 3:30 p.m. slot 
beginning Aug. 3....Jim Ameche now headlining on sustainer, “Grand 
Marquee” spot, vacated by Olan Soule....El Henry, publicity head of 
ABC, writes from’ Northern Wisconsin that he made his first “hole in one” 
during recent golf game....Harry Creighton joins the “Dress Up Quiz” 
on WGN as announcer....Kenny LeBahn, WBBM staff musician, and 
Gladys Usher, were married recently....Charles Foidart now violist with 
WGN’s Philharmonic orchestra....“Ladies Be Seated” will be in New 
Holland, Pa., en Aug. 2....Eric Danielson and Mrs. Danielson are parents 
of an adopted baby boy since July 16....WGN was given Fire Under- 
writers award for public service promotion jobs....Harve Fischman in- 
tervfewed Scotty Becketf from Hollywood for the “Junior Junction” show 
last Saturday (19). Show is moving to new time next week and will be 
heard at 10:30 a.m. ° ran gigtiia ‘ale 
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MORE DRAMA 





—_— 


Murrow Vs. 


In the fall, when Edward R. Murrow returns to the air as the Camp- 


bell Soup commentator, it will be a 


against NBC’s No. J man, H. V. Kaltenborn, with each slotted in op- 
osition to one another at 7:45 p.m. 
hey’re laying odds as to whether Murrow or Kaltenborn, with their 
wide divergencies in manner of delivery and ideologies, will come out 
on top with the biggest audience pull. 


It'll be the more incisive, gutsy 


Jeaning-toward-the-right, stacked up against the highly-polished, more 
elassic delivery and liberal viewpoint of Murrow. 

.  Kaltenborn, sponsored by Pure Oil, will only be on three nights a 
week, with likelihood of Henry Cassidy going in for the other two 


stanzas. 





Murrow Leaves Mark as Imaginative 


Kaltenborn 


4 


case of CBS’ No. 1 newsman pitted 


Right now around the networks 


UPS STORY 


RADIO 27 


NEED 





MAY HAVE TO Ie 





TO FILL QUT SKED 





approach of Kaltenborn, with his 





By GEORGE ROSEN | 


Four instances do not represent | 
a “trend” but, nonetheless, program- 
wise observers have been impressed 
that Ford has chosen to place a full- 
hour dramatic series on NBC Sun- 
day afternoons this coming fall. This 
will make four 60-minute dramatic 
series on the air: Lux, the daddy; 
Ford, the newest; “Theatre Guild of 
the Air” (U. S. Steel) and CBS’ un- 
sponsored Tuesday night entry, 
“Studio One.” 


Cantor, Jolson, Burns & Allen NBC 
Parlay an Old Palace Vaude Routine 





Say It Ain’t So, Boys! 


There’s been no little eye- 
brow-raising over the failure of 
either the Pau' Whiteman ABC 
disk jockey show or the Martin 
Block platter whirl on Mutual 
to make any dent in the opposi- 
tion programming, despite all 
that advance ballyhoo, partic- 
ularly on behalf of Whiteman. 
Rating-wise, neither of the 
afternoon shows is in the Hooper 
money. 


+ Significant factor in the revamped 


programming schedule on tap for 
NBC in the fall, now that it's ac- 
quired a flock of new talent in the 
switchover of shows and clients from 
CBS, is the strengthened position of 
both the Thursday Saturday 
night rosters, 

Time was—and not so long ago—~ 
when Saturday time was strictly in 
the hard-to-sell category. As for 
Thursdays. it was once NBC’s pride- 
and-joy night, with its onetime Bing 


and 


‘6 9 ‘ It's oe that a considerable Whiteman 60-minute stanza, | Crosby-Fannie Brice-Frank Morgan- 
ro am an— 0 lr er es ate = = wy tha ee — de- broken down in quarter-hour Rudy Vallee-Joan Davis parlay. But 
velop and Mat adaptations of stage segments, copped 1.5-1.8-2.0-1.5, in recent years it had dwindled to a 





Major reshuffles at CBS, as de-+ 
failed in last week’s Variety, which 
had a bombshell effect on network 
personnel, continued to excite~con- 
giderable interest this week. 

With circulating the trade, upper- 


Miracle on Madison Ave. 


Radio had its counterpart over the 
weekend of the Macy-Gimbel love- 
fest as depicted in 20th-Fox’s “Mir- 


plays and films may not suffice as 
source material, with the choice, 
perhaps, eventually turning, at least 
in part, to originals. 

The upsurge in 60-minute dra- 
matic programming comes as a con- 
siderable boon to freelance radio 





with the CBS, NBC and Mutuai 
competition all in higher 
brackets. Similarly, Block came 
through with 2.1-1.4-1.8-2.1, and 
here, too, the opposition stanzas 
on the other three webs batted 
higher Hoopers. 








degree that was creating no little 
alarm among the network brass. 
Picture takes on a much brighter 
hue this fall, however, with Thurs- 
day, in particular, approximating the 
closest thing yet to the old Palace 
; (N. Y.) vaude lineup. For the Thurs- 


most question has been: What other gytly we” | scripters, who have complained in riage oe Sage 
changes of major consequence has - a 4 ome Ek cele jrecent months that the “rat race” $reg agent ae? —= 
Cee evo ih Basar | tryed entre cam of eye “oodene™ge* mete amok Backs | sists sers it bls cone 
Milton Berle-Philip Morris show to | (Pabst) and Burns & Allen (Maxwell 











’ Frank Stanton put through an inner- 


Murrow was relinquishing his CBS 
administrative berth and vice-presi- 
dency to return to the air for Camp- 
bell Soups, and that Davidson Taylor 
would move into Murrow’s spot, with 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., joining the 
web as a programming veepee, prexy 


office memo. He announced that in 
the new alignment of programming 
responsibilities, William Fineshriber 
continues as assistant director of 
broadcasts, serving both Taylor and 
Robinson, and that no other changes 
are contemplated. 


Speculate on Robinson 











his Westport (Conn.) summc home. | 
The Berle show is out of the rival | 
Milton Biow office. 

There is a connection, however. 
Mary Shipp, who portrays the role} 
of Berle’s wife in the Tuesday night 
NBC comedy show, is Mrs. Acker- 
man, 


Pay or No Play, 








dropped out of the market, that with 
to shoot 
probably 


so few “freelance shows” 
at the competition has 
reached a new high. 


And it’s not only a dearth of shows 
for which they can compete, but 
prices for freelance scripts have hit 
a new low in recent months. Where 
a script could command $100 in the 
past, today they’re lucky if it will 
fetch $60, they complain—‘“and it’s 
that way up and down the scale,” | 
as one put it. 


Type of material and operating 











Barded as a distinct asset in terms of 


‘Sublime’ Return, 


On Full Network 


“Point Sublime,” at one time one 
of the top-rated shows on the Coast 
and which subsequently folded when 
its headliners, Cliff Arquette and 
Mel Blanc, decided they * wanted 


setup used by the four full-hour | coast-to-coast billing, has been re- 











House). As added starters, the Thurs- 
day sweepstakes also includes Jack 
Garson, who goes into the Sealtest 
show, and the General Foods “Ald- 
rich Family.” 

Added to the returning Saturday 
night roster of “Life of Riley,” 
“Truth or Consequences,” Judy 
Canova and “Grand Ole Opry” will 
be Frank Sinatra on the “Hit 
| “Parade” and Kay Kyser taking over 
| the Colgate spot in the Colgate pro- 
| gram reshuffle. 





Sunday 
| remain NBC's top nights, with its 


and Tuesday, of course, 
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man, and Stanton are convinced the |featured players for the. minimum | properties and stage-screen players, Costello may go on the network this . 
the : i onsored programs. hest f 24 ° ? fall under a _ mutiple-sponsorship i 
Robinson appointment adds up to a rate on sp prog Orchestra o . ipton S Wary Of deal A & C Thursday night NBC iq 
plus factor, a view generally shared “Studio One:” The CBS candidate. pannel wee teanend 4 ~ f th ( 
by the trade, in view of his agency ° Opetated by Robert J. Landry as G df Gi ° It Sei agg 7 ae ber ‘tGamait, 
background, his dealings with clients Kay Kyser Re-Signed supervisor and Fletcher Markle as odirey Uiving its pote + fx. ORES: ERs 
; ’ : : : oor é with comedy team on the “availabil- 
and his overall savvy and showman- director, latter recently brought T Sh Gi | Say” Viet aver. iene 
ship flair. B Colgate; Gets Sat down from Canada at reputedly €a a ot of in| “ABC aebwerk base two-week op- 
Another factor cueing speculation y ’ . highest salary now paid any sustain- This week’s premiere of the Ar-| tion on A & C and if the deal goes 
is the fact that Paley, matrimony- NBC S| t : R h ffle in: director. By deliberate policy, thur Godfrey “Talent Scout” show through it'll mark the first major 
bound (with his divorce imminent, ot in Nes u | “Studio One” does not use any mo- on CBS under Lipton’s Tea auspices | comedy teuneham tnko tne co-op abe 
he’s marrying Mrs. Barbara Cushing There was a lot of fast-and-thick | tion picture properties at all. Also (previously it had been a wastainne’ | gramming field 
Mortimer), sails Aug. 1 for a several- ; ; |avoids whimsy, fantasy and narra- - iss. Pe : 
é month , td pet al i huddling at Colgate hdqs. in Jer-| tions Sine use muah mnanel novels has sparked considerable apprehen-| (Indicative of how co-op shows 
oe sojourn in Europe, during |— , ie" Pues} with |.. “tiuass tha VU ee ‘S|sion by both the client and the | have become a bigtime industry op- : 
which time Stanton will take over | sey City yesterday asst |as “Under the Volcano,” “Romantic | agency, Young & Rubicam. For | eration is the fact that Kate Smith . 
the programming operation. (Re-/| execs of Ted Bates agency, which, Comedians,” “Mysterious Mickey otale tie unusual lei in the G 4. sain ona Sceniie. 290 st rf i284 
‘ports that pro i ill b i-milli .| Finn” and such tried-and-true items |, s 1. thes oe | : lig tage seas ~<A pc fj 
programming wl! € | handles the rnulti-million dollar ac- | ; |_frey-Lipton’s Tea contract | her mutual co-op deal, is grabbing +! 
*Stanton’s permanent “baby” rather s ‘as “Topaze,” “Dodsworth” and “Ah, Wh — Fs * : piraghiee a 
than Paley’s as in th ‘t are de- | count. And late in the afternoon | Wilderness.” Has Everett Sloane | hereas the usual radio sponsor herself a fast $10,000 weekly.) 4 
: e past are Dt se ‘ a ing cat |considers himself extremely fortu-| Final determination will probabaly ; 
nied), / here's how the Colgate programming | ynder contract for leads, but other- | : ae ; cf TE SE ty ; , } 
M ll resolved itself: wise relies on AFRA actors. Or- | nate if the star of his program will | rest on reaction to ABC sounding a 
The fa * yd as Asset | for the fall resolv ple ‘vet of 20 : |give an assist on the commercial | out its affiliates on the idea, which 4 
die, 18 at Murrow prefers a | Kay Kyser was re-signed for an- | ric ¥ | plug. Lipton’s Tea has stipulated that , Will be done over the two-week op- { 
a brass desk is generally re- | other year. For a while it appeared | Godfrey stick to his entertainment |} tion span. : 


}and lay off the commercials. Godfrey 
|is considered one of the best an- 


;nouncers in the business when 4 - , 
For CBS Downey Show comes to tossing off a commercial, Auto Lite Beacons 
Lillie as Haymes Pard 


; |but Lipton’s Tea thinks the plugs | 
Coca-Cola is mulling Spike Jones | should be given the dignified treat- | 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, on be- 
half of Auto-Lite, has _ initiated 


for second billing on the company’s | ment. And that’s not the Godfrey | 
overtures to pact Beatrice Lillie to 


hypoing CBS news br sti | a tossup whether it would be Kyser iC k M I] § ik J 
his brief regime as ap sacs ag lor a third Dennis Day show, aj OKe US pl € Jones 
Tow, it’s agreed, has left an undeni- | musical. (Day is also featured on 
ably enviable mark, bringing crafts- | the Jack Benny Lucky Strike stanza 
Manship and imagination into the and has his own Colgate situation 
network's serious programming. It | comedy show Wednesdays on NBC.) 

(Continued on page 30) In a reshuffle of the Colgate 
airers, Kyser will go into the Satur- 


Morton Downey show on CBS this | technique. 
fall. Audition platter was cut by| Around the trade they were lay- 








| B ? day at 10 period on NBC, with Judy Jones recently on the Coast. Deal ing odds, on the eve of this Friday | the Dick Haymes CBS show ne 
7 urrows 1-Man Show | Canova, who previously held down would give Jones his first network® night's preem as a sponsored show, | season. ‘ — ow ae : 
i Abe Burrows will do a one-man | the spot, moving into 9:30. That air spot since he did a summe® |that Godfrey, contract or no con-| Miss Lillie is current in the coun- t 
show for CBS starting this Saturday | means “Can You Top This” goes into. standin with Frances Langford 4a tract, would get in his plug innings. | try on a six-week visa and she’s x 
(26) in the 10:30-10:45 p.m. slot. Friday night at 8:30 on NBC. | couple of seasons back. |And that’s what's been worrying the | holding off on any decision until she 
Burrows, who wrote the comedy Friday period was originally in-| Coke outfit is experiencing some client. | finally decides whether she'll return 
Scripts for “Duffy’s -Tavern,” the tended for Rexall, but Bates agency | difficulty in setting a band for the| Godfrey show, incidentally, moves; to the U. S. in the fall or do a 
j Dinah Shore program, etc.. will do | effected a swap with Rexall for lat- | Downey stanza, it’s said, because the | from Friday night into Monday at} London musical. 
Parodies, ter's Jimmy Durante show, giving | show will be traveled. Orch signed | 8:30 starting next week (28) in the| The Lillie-Haymes combo would 


; pic travelogs, etc., with , : i i 
only a piano accompaniment. Show | Durante the ex-Kyser period Wed- | for the touring airer must be free of | Lever Bros. reshuffle of its CBS pro- shoot the Auto-Lite show talent nut 


Will have a Hollywood origination. 
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conflicting commitments. i gramming. } up by several thousand dollars, 
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Mont Entry Ushers In 
New Autonomous Setup for WABD 


With the appointment of Lawrence+ 
Phillips last week to head up the 
network operations of DuMont tele- 
vision, the video outfit now enters 
on a new phase of its activity in 
which the station operation will be 
completely segregated from the 
manufacturing and sale of equip- 
ment and receivers. New setup will 
give DuMont an operation similar 
to that of NBC and its parent com- 


Phillips’ DuMont 





Good to the Last Drop 


Benton & Bowles-produced 
commercial for Maxwell House 
on the WNBT (N.Y.) “Author 
Meets the Critics” features a 
coffee taster sitting at a revolv- 
ing table and sipping from cups 
seated around the rim. He sips 
and swallows, supposedly. 


pany, RCA, with the broadcasting Fact is that coffee tasters 
stations operating as separate di- don’t swallow the strong, bitter 
visions of DuMont Labs, Inc., ac-|' brew they’re sampling. There's 


a handy bucket right beside 
them. Agency’s producer Herb 
Leder figured a little license 
was permissible in this respect. 
Aside from the unsavoriness of 
the expectoration, it was diffi- 
cult to see how the taster could 
sigh, “Good to the last drop,” 
after having just hit the bucket. 
mumerscet So _ nara TREE es 














D’ARTEGA 

One will get you ten that Lang- 
Worth’s new radio show will be a 
leading network feature next faii 
and winter. 

The happy cordabination of D’Ar- 
tega’s Orchestra and the Emile Cote 
Glee Club is a “natural.” The ex- 
ceptional popularity ratings enjoyed 
by each group will guarantee in- 
stant public acceptance. 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 














Veepee Leonard F. Cramer, who’s 
been supervising operation of WABD, 
man, have returned to Passaic, N. J., 
site of the labs, where they'll work 
gompany’s general overall policy. 
Phillips henceforth will supervise 
network activity. John McNeill, | ° 
who recently resigned as_ station | Senate Pigeon-Holes 
continue as manager of WABD. 

Several plans are in the works for " : 

rs 
activities of WABD and the Du- Residential Tele Towe 
Mont web, according to Phillips, but Washington, July 22. 
them.” He | declared that DuMont | ¢, prevent erection of television, FM 
henceforth “will be playing the game | ,, facsimile towers in residential or 
in the future of television. The day |,¢ Columbia will not be reported 
is over when broadcasters can play | 444 py the Senate District Commit- 
velop the medium ‘as an added part) (Tues.), Television men, who were 
of show business. lcaught off guard when the bill 
signing on affiliates for the tele web. 
WTTG, Washington, in addition to 
WABBD, and has been granted a con- 
Pittsburgh. Application for station 
grants in Cleveland and Cincinnati 
ing a decision on whether DuMont 
and Paramount will be forced to 
goes through, however, it’s believed | 
in the trade that the two webs might | 
thereby giving them both a network | 
of 10 stations with which to start. | 
° 
Tele-AM Tieup 
Hollywood, July 22. 

eration and a planned network tele- 
vision operation of different par- 
modus operandi can be found. Talk- 
ing over such a cooperative deal are 
mount’s KTLA, respectively repped 
by Bob Reynolds, v-p and g.m. of 
Klaus Landesberg, director of Tele- 
vision Productions, Inc. 
ment on respective programming, 
presumably both commercial and 
be one of the most precedental ether 
enterprises effected. 
Landesberg are currently exploring 
the “w’s” of such a_ step, though 
hush-hush, and recently denied at 
Par altogether. The FCC’s little book 
discussion. it’s presumed. 

Move is a logical one for both 
of a step recently taken by Don 
Lee’s KTSL, experimental station, 
“Queen For A Day,” it’s own stand- 
ard ether baby. Indie operator Rich- 
op hereabout with a toe in tele’s 
door. Little else is left open except 


cording to Phillips. 
N. Y., and his assistant, Paul Eshle- 
with prexy Allen B. DuMont on the 
all phases of the broadcasting and | 
manager of WJZ in New York, will | Proposed DC. Ban On 
expansion of both the programming 
it’s “still too early to talk about) A House-approved bill (H.R. 2982) 
for keeps and with great confidence | ...,,j-residential areas in the District 
around. Now we must further de-|/4., jt was learned here today 
Phillips declined to talk yet about | 
utfit currently owns and operates 
struction permit for a station in 
are being delayed by the FCC pend- 
sever relations. Even if the break 
combine -broadcasting operations, | 
KMPC, KTLA Mull 
An independent radio station op- 
entage maybe wed here—if the 
G. A. Richards’ KMPC and Para- 
soon-to-be 50,000-watter KMPC, and 
If talk to effect a working agree- 
sustaining, results in a deal it will 
Reynolds admits that*® he and 
heretofore the matter was kept very 
of rules must also enter into the 
parties, though actually a followup 
now daily airing the broadcast of 
ards is the sole large scale radio 
the planned operation of the Los 


Angeles Times. Other licensees are | 
NBC, ABC, KFI and KLAC, all very | 
much in the-standard arena them-j{ possible to 
selves and just as very unlikely to | 
talk turkey with Richards. Warners | to 


KFWB has its motion picture “in” 
in video, besides, the Warners ro- 
mancing of David Sarnoff. 


Davis’ Video Talent Hunt 
Owen Davis, Jr., NBC television 
script and casting diréctor, is slated 
to leave Friday (25) on a three- 
weeks’ tour of summer theatres in a 
search for new talent for video. ; 
He'll wind up his tour at the 
Skowhegan strawhatter in Lake- 
wood, Me., in which he’s one of the 





slipped through the House, got to 
Senate members in time to point 
out dangers of such all-inclusive 
prohibitions on radio construction. 
The bill would have banned towers 
in restricted and_ semi-restricted 
residential areas and would have 
given the D. C. Commissioners 
authority to limit the height of any 
structures to protect homes, play- 
grounds, recreational facilities, “the 
orderly development of adjacent 
residential property, property values, 
or the beauty of the Nation’s capital.” 
Rep. Joseph O’Hara (R., Minn.) 
had said on the House floor the 
measure would not apply to any of 
the four existing tele permittees 
here—NBC, The Evening Star, Bam- 
berger Broadcasting Service and the 
Allen B. Dumont Laboratories. 


B&K Resume Chi Video 


Chicago, July 22. 
Chicago’s only video outlet, Bala- 
ban & Katz's WBKB, returned to 
the air Saturday (19) after being 
dark for 12 days while new bat wing 
antenna was being installed. En- 
gineers have been busy working in 
several shifts to complete in two 
weeks a job which ordinarily would 

require from four to eight weeks. 
New antenna gives station in- 
creased transmission power, 7,4 
times greater than under old setup. 
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BORDEN’S LITTLE SHOW 
With Mary Chase Puppets; Tom 
Reddy, announcer 
Producer: Garth Montgomery 
Director: Fred Coe 
15 Mins.; Sunday (20), 9 pm. 
BORDEN 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 





“Little Show” represented the 
third step in Borden's expanded 
television experimentation, which 


includes tryouts of variety shows, 
films and dramats, in addition to 
the puppets used on this one. Idea 
is to select the best format from 
among the four and concentrate on 
that in the future. From the looks 
of the “Little Show,” it seems that 
the puppets definitely won't get the 
final nod. 

Marionettes may be okay for a 








directors. 


small spot in a show or for a com- 
mercial but cannot be used for an 
entire show, mostly because it’s im- 
instill enough action 
into the antics of the little figures 
sustain audience interest for 
more than a few minutes. Mary 
Chase puppets used in the show 
constitute one of the best such acts 
extant, but even in niteries and 
in vaude they’re only one of sev- 
eral acts. Faet that it’s almost im- 
possible in tele to conceal the 
strings controlling the figures also 
militates against them on. this 
medium. 

Show Sunday (20) night com- 
prised two short skits featuring 
puppets representing Bing Crosby 
and an Indian snake charmer, with 
each doing a single and then get- 


(Continued on page 34) 


NBC Tele Signs 
For N. Y. Giants, 
Navy Grid Games 


NBC led off the fall television 
sports parade this week, pacting for 
all home games of the N. Y. Giants 
pro team and also for four Navy 
games. In addition, NBC is expected 
to line up the Army games, which 
it carried last fall, and will also 
have access to games played by the 
Baltimore Colts of the All-American 
Conference and the Philadelphia 
Eagles, thereby assuring the web of 
a game every Saturday and Sunday 
throughout the season. 


Giants’ games, which will be aired 
by the WNBT crew from the Polo 
Grounds, N. Y.,~will be sponsored 
by Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer through 
the Warwick & Legler ad agency. 
It hasn’t been determined yet 
whether Pabst or Hoffman Bever- 
ages, a Pabst soft-drink affiliate, will 
be plugged, but the contract marks 
the company’s initial appearance as 
a tele bankroller. Schedule ealls for 
eight games, teeing off Sept. 3 with 
a night game between the Giants 
and the Eastern All-Stars in the 
ninth annual N. Y. Herald Tribune 
Fresh Air Fund contest. Arthur 
Daly, N. Y. Times sportswriter, and 
NBC’s Bob Stanton will handle the 
play-by-play. 

Navy games include the Columbia 
game from Annapolis on Oct. 4, and 
three games to be played in Balti- 
more: Navy-Duke, Oct. 11; Navy- 
Georgia Tech, November 8, and 
Navy-Penn State, Nov. 15. With 
WBAL-TV, NBC’s Baltimore tele 
affiliate, expected to be on the air 
by that time, games will be trans- 
mitted from Schenectady down 
through N. Y., Philadelphia, Balti- 
more and Washington. WPTZ (Phii- 
co, Philly) is expected to carry again 
this year games of both the Univ. 
of Pennsylvania team and the Philly 
Eagles and WNBW (NBC, Wash.) 
will have the Balto. Colts, all of 
which will be available to NBC in 
N. Y. on open dates. 


B.0. BUST BRINGS TELE 
BOUT BAN IN LOS ANGELE 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Impression being gained in the 
east anent video making for vacant 
seats at sports events is having a 
repercussion here, too. Following 
Following the feeling first demon- 
strated elsewhere, the Olympic 
Stadium in downtown Los Angeles 
has cancelled glomming of its fights 
by Paramount's KTLA. 

The nix is said to be based on 
the refusal of certain fighters to 
permit it, but insiders deciare that 
the Stadium heads themselves feel 
the b.o. is also taking a beating from 
television. Station’s agreement is 
said to have been only one with the 
house and that individual okays had 
to be obtained from maulers to be 
|mugged. That, apparently, was used 
as the stadium’s “out.” Agreement 
on wrestling matches continues in 
effect—so far. 














Productioned Songs 
Will Come With Television 


By OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2D 


Anyone who has devoted five minutes thought to television knows of 
the many difficulties and hurdles that bar its progress the entertain. 
ment world. Anyone who has been alive for the past years, and hag 
seen the development of silent pictures, then radio, then talking pictures 
knows that in some way television will some day surmount all these ob. 
stacles and will become a vital and important part of our lives. 

In its early stages there is a natural disposition on the part of television 
producers to lean upon the literary products of other mediums—mainly 
the stage and screen. This can not go on for long. Once television 
achieves an audience running into millions, it will constitute a serious 
opposition to these other mediums of entertainment. Owners of stage 
and screen properties will not permit the material to be televized con. 
current with theatre presentations, It would smother them. A Broadway 
hit will not be available for television until after it has had its theatre 
run. The same will go for screenplays. 

There is only one answer. Television will have to develop its own 
group of authors and directors in addition to raiding the ranks of radio, 
the screen and the theatre. It will gobble up literary material much 
faster than all the authors in the country can create it. 

In addition to these original television plays and shows there will be a 
great deal of adapting of old plays, pictures and novels. Music, of course, 
will be a very big part of television, but in my opinion, it will have to be 
“dressed up.” The audience will not be satisfied with mere band and 
singer renditions but will become educated to songs being produced with 
costume and scenery and perhaps a dialog story introduction. Thus, 
popular songs will, in the future, carry with them “production rights.” 
The television directors, not being able to secure the rights to reproduce 
the songs that are in current musical plays and after using up reproduc. 
tions of songs in old musical plays, will use their ingenuity to create pro- 
duction backgrounds for current popular songs unattached to plays or 
pictures. This will undoubtedly influence the work of the popular song 
lyricist. This use of a song, being something in between a smal right 
and a grand right, is one of the problems that must be worked out be- 
tween television and the American Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers.: But I am convinced that it will be worked out just as I am 
ag that the scientific and technical problems will eventually be 
solved. 

It would be unreal to laugh off the danger of this competition to the 
stage, screen and radio, but I can not help believing that the same old 
law of entertainment will prevail. The good plays, the good pictures, the 
good radio shows and the good video shows will attract audiences and 
the bad ones will not. 


(Sixth in a series on Television) 





Tele Gets Extended Free Ride On 
Co-Ax Cable as AT.&T. Ices Tariff 





FORD BANKROLLING 
KSD TELE BALLCASTS 


St. Louis, July 22. 

Ford Motor last week inked a 
pact, through J. Walter Thompson 
agency, to bankroll telecasts over 
KSD-TV of one-half of the baseball 
games to be played in St. Louis after 
Saturday (26). Contract calls for 11 
games, both day and night. 

The commercials will be dubbed 
in and will be of an institutional na- 
ture, with mention of product and 
reminder to motorists to use the 
services of Ford distributors. The 
“live” section of the commercials 
will be made by members of the 
KSD-TV staff. In addition to the 
current contract, the Ford company 
has obtained an option to repeat dur- 
ing the 1948 season. 


Tele Set Output 
Only 10th Of 
Way to 47 Goal 


Washington, July 22. 

Though television manufacturers 
earlier pegged 1947 production as 
high as 450,000 sets, it now looks as 
if less than half that number of 
video units will roll off the assem- 
bly lines this year. 

Aceording to a breakdown of set 
produgtion released over the week- 
end by the Radio Manufacturers 
Assn., a total of slightly more than 
46,500 video receivers was turned 
out in the first six months of ’47— 
which means the industry is only 
one-tenth of the way toward its 
goal. 

RMA report said 11,484 tele sets 
were turned out in June—more than 
were manufactured during the en- 
tire year of 1946 and 3,000 more 
than rolled off the lines in May. 
Check of video distributors here 
indicates big-screen sets for cafes, 
clubs and restaurants are going like 
hotcakes, but home models are 
piling up on dealers’ shelves. The 
distributors attribute the slack buy- 
ing to general uncertainty about the 
_ and to the summer buying 
ull. 

Fact that home sales are not 
booming, they feel, may mean man- 
ufacturers will not go all-out on 








(Continued on page 33) 





+> Washington, July 22. 


Television broadcasters can con- 
tinue to get a free ride on the Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co.’s 
coaxial cable between New York 
City and Washington for at least 
several more months as result of 
phone company action here yester- 
day (21). 


Hard-pressed by both FCC and 
the entire video industry, A.T.&T. 
withdrew tariffs which would have 
slapped a  $40-per-circuit - mile 
monthly subscription on tele’s use 
of its co-ax to network shows be- 
tween these poinis, Explanation was 
that it was pulling out the proposed 
charges “without prejudice” to sub- 
sequent tariffs which would be 
filed after its “technical people 
undertake further studies with the 
television industry.’” 


Phone company took the move in 
the knowledge that William Roberts, 
counsel for Allen B. DuMont Lab- 
oratories and for Television Broad- 
casters Assn., had a protest ready to 
drop in the hopper yesterday, FCC 
deadline for any industry kicks 
against the co-ax rates. (Roberts took 
no action, following the A.T.&T. an- 
nouncement.) At the same time. al- 
though the Commission had taken 
no official steps to cancel the tariffs, 
FCC men took the position that the 
cable should be kept in an experi- 
mental category a little longer. It 
was also felt that it was too early 
to determine operating costs and 
equitable charges for the service. 

Telephone eompany did not endear 
itself to the local press in its man- 
ner of releasing its action. Although 


‘the entire industry knew what was 


coming, a query directed to the of- 
fice of the A.T.&T. Washington rep- 
resentatives within two hours of the 
action brought a brief “no comment.” 


KANSAS TEACHERS GET 
OWN VIDEO OPERATION 


Kansas City, July 22. 
Kansas State College at Manhat- 
tan is setting up full television broad- 
casting facilities, but the only re- 
ceiving clients will be the college's 
own engimeering department. The 
school’s new $100,000 television sta- 
tion is expected to be ready for te3? 
broadcasts early in the fall, accord- 
ing to K. L. Martin, professor of the 
electrical engineering department. 
This will give Kansas State the 
only telecaster in the area, the 
closest believed to be at St. Louis or 
Omaha. The station will operate as 
WXBV and is expected to cover ® 
range of about 20 miles. 
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CBS SPREAD 





Mobilize Indies for 
By Clears’ to 


Washington, July 22. * 


A new attempt to organize the 
small, independent stations to fight 
pressures from the bigtime clear 
channel broadcasters is under way 
here. It is the second move of its 
kind since the FCC hearing to decide 
whether or not spotting of hundreds 
of sun-up to sundown stations on the 
favored channels was causing inter- 
ference to the clears. At that time, 
topnotch presentation of the wealthy 
50 kilowatters overwhelmed argu- 
ments of the few daytimers who put 
in an appearance. 

Latest mobilization movement is 
masterminded by J. Mark Kerans, 
head of a moth-proofing concern 
here, who professes no knowledge of 
radio beyond attendance at several 
recent FCC hearings. It is believed 
that Kerans is working with a radio 
lawyer here in town on the project. 

A letter to some 800 stations went 
out over Keran’s signature early in 
July suggesting that the Commission 
would probably halt further daytime 
grants on clears until a thorough 
investigation is made. In which case, 
he urged the wee watters to present 
a united front on future problems of 
this kind. Kerans said a $425 annual 
dues from each indie would foot the 
bills for such an organization. 

To date, he said he has gottén “a 
much better than expected response,” 
with well over 50 replies in during 
the past two weeks. Most stations, 
however, protested the §425 bite, 
which is wef over the dues charged 
by NAB, FM Assn. or another newly- 
organized indies’ group. It was be- 
lieved the Keran’s project hasn’t a 
chance of rounding up bulk of the 
wee watters so long as the levy re- 
mains in the $400 bracket. Many of 
the daytimers are still trying to save 
up enough dough to get into NAB 
and are not likely to go all out for 
a single-purpose organization at this 
price. FM Association dues are $100 
a year, while the Daytime Petition- 
ers’ Assn., headed by Howard Hayes, 
manager of WPIK, Alexandria, Va., 
charges its members a top of $300 
yearly. 

Hayes is also behind an earlier 
movement to organize all daytime 
stations to fight attempts of the 

(Continued on page 34) 


REX HARRISON VAMPS 
EVE ARDEN NBC SHOW 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Rex Harrison ankled the Sealtest 
“Village Store” air show 10 minutes 
before the regular Monday (21) 
evening preview was to go on for a 
studio audience. Actor is reported 
to have given as his reason for bow- 
ing out of the guest spot at the last 
minute the fact that he felt the script 
made fun of the English. Eve Arden 
airer broadcasts Thursday. 





Danny Kaye, who chanced to be | 


in the station, took over for 45 
minutes of impromptu entertaining 
of the preview audience, assisted by 
the Sportsmen’s Quartet, Bob San- 
ders and Miss Arden. 

Producers of the show are trying 
to figure a new guest artist and 
whether or not the script will have 
to be rewritten. 


Harmon Will Pick 
"Em on Durante Show 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Tom Harmon, one of football's 
greats, will have a spot on the Jim- 
my Durante show to review the 
week’s grid happenings and tab the 
Winners of following weekend 
games, 

Still undecided whether to use a 
&Toup or vocalist in the music spot. 








Treacher First Casting 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Jimmy Durante first 
Casting for next season, that-of Ar- 
thur Treacher as his man-in-wait- 
ing. Likely that a femme vocalist 
will be abandoned in favor of a 
8Toup because of the guestar policy, 
Which will bring many singers to 
e program. 

Writing battery will comprise 
Stanley Davis, Elon Packard, Bud 
Pierson and Les White. 


made ‘his 


Fight in Move 
Push Them Off Air 





‘Evening With Kobak’ As 
One-Shot on Wisc. Sked 


Madison, July 22. 

Couple of highlights of the Public 
Service Radio Institute upcoming 
at the Univ. of Wisconsin are an 
Aug. 4 forum on “Is Radio Meeting 
the Challenge of Our Time?” and 
an Aug. 2 “Informal Evening With 
Edgar Kobak.” 

The forum, taking over the Aug. 4 
spot in the regular weekly series of 
university forums airing vital issues 
of the day, will pit FCC Commis- 
sioner Clifford J. Durr against Ed- 
ward R. Murrow, veepee and direc- 
tor of public affairs for CBS. Added 
participant will be R. S. Lambert, 
supervisor of educational broadcasts 
for the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
who'll speak from the international 
viewpoint. Lambert was a delegate 
to a UNESCO parley on radio plan- 
ning in Paris last fall. 

“Evening with Kobak”. will give 
institute attendees a chance to meet 
and gab with the Mutual prexy. Chil- 
dren’s programming is expected to be 
one of the major topics in view of his 
net’s many excursions into that field. 


Hail White Hearing 
As Turning Point 
For a Free Radio 


Washington, July 22. 

Unanimous endorsement of “the 
vigorous stand made for freedom of 
radio” by NAB prexy Justin Miller 
when he opposed the White radio 
bill before the Senate Interstate 
Commerce subcommittee last month 
headlined a meeting of NAB’s public 
Relations Executive Committee here 
last week. Similar enthusiasm for 
Miller’s stand was expressed earlier 
by heads of all four net works. 

Committee chairman Gilmore 
Nunn (prexy of WLAP, WBIR, 
WCMI, KDFA and WMOB) — de- 
clared: “It is the unanimous feeling 
of this committee that these hearings 
marked a turning point in the Amer- 
ican system of broadcasting.” He 
added: “We feel that, ‘for the first 
time in our history, broadcasters 
have had expressed publicly the 
principle of freedom for which they 
stand and for which they will fight.” 

Other actions of the public re- 
latiuns committee included: 1. A 
resolution that “all possible public 
relations facilities of the NAB be 
employed inside and outside the in- 
| dustry to bring about general accept- 





| ance of BMB and its operations.” 
2. Approval of a study on how 
broadcasters can more effectively 
(Continued Yon page 34) 


KWK in St. Loo Drops 
16 Staff Tooters Under 
New Federal Lea Act 


St. Louis, July 22. 
KWK, owned by the Thomas Pat- 
rick, Ine., and Mutual outlet, last 
week became the first local station to 
take advantage under the recently 


enacted Federal Lea Act and on Sat- 
urday (2) dropped 10 of the 16 
union tooters employed at the sta- 
tion. 





KWK. said the tooters dropped had 
been employed at the station for 
about 10 years and were “laid off” 
until further notice. The station is 
retaining Carl Hohengarten, vet 
meastro; a staff organist, and four 
transcription men, who play and 
index records. 

’ Sam Meyers, financial sec. of AFM, 
Local No. 2, said none of the other 
stations had intimated they would 
follow KWK’s lead. He said 21 toot- 
ers are employed at KMOX, CBS 
outlet; 13 at KKSD, NBC outlet, and 





12 at KXOK, ABC outlet. 


C 
. 


Ray Dady, v.p. and gen. mgr. of | 


BIGTIME STATION 
“REP, RECORDINGS 


| From reports in the trade CBS’ 
|latest move in the station represen- 
| tation field is bu? one of two major 
| Phases in a new program of ex- 





| pansion, Columbia, according to the | 
is about to move into the | 
| transcription business on a grand/| 


reports, 


| scale, The network is negotiating for 
a major independent recorded li- 
brary service in New York and an 
open-end transcription company in 
Chicago. 

Columbia uncovered the initial 
phase of its expansion plans the 
week before by adding WRVA, 
Richmond 50,000-watter, to the rep- 
resentation “list of Radio Sales, a 
CBS affiliate. The expansion blue- 
print for Radio Sales, according to 
the reports, envisages the eventual 
enlistment of four more 50,000-watt 
stations now affiliated with the net- 
work. Two of the foursome are in 
the south, one is in the west and 


the fourth is on the Atlantic sea- 
board. 
The representation list of Radio 


Sales as it now stands, inclusive of 
WRVA, takes in seven stations. 
They are WCBS, New York; WTOP, 
Washington; WBBM, Chicago; WBT, 
Charlotte; WCCO, Minneapolis, and 
KNX, Los Angeles. In terms of 
power: this lineup of 12 stations 
would easily rate as the greatest con- 
centration of coverage for any one 
station representative organization. 

The purchase of the recorded li- 
brary service and the open-end 
transcription setup will for the first 
time put the network into those 
divisions of the recording field, and 
also for the first time give CBS a 
subsidiary operation parallel to 
NBC’s Thesaurus. 


WOXQ’s Fax Set 
For Fall: Preem 


WQXQ, FM affiliate of the N. Y. 
Times-owned WQXR, expects to be 
on the air before the end of the fall 
with new General _ Electric-built 
facsimile equipment turning out per- 
haps four 15-minute editions daily, 
according to John V. L. Hogan, 
prexy of the stations. 

Whether the fax airer will be is- 
sued under the masthead of the N. Y. 
Times or simply be a WQXQ News 





hasn’t yet been determined, he 
added. 

Plan is to spot an as yet unde- 
termined number of receivers 


;}around the metropolitan area at the 
outset to test reception. Receivers 
as well as transmitters are being 
turned out by GE. A N.Y. transmit- 
ter manufacturing firm, Temco, also 





| is working on equipment using 
|Faximile processes invented by 
Hogan. 


Fax operation won't force WQXQ 
to cut sound programs off the air, 
Hogan pointed out, because the sta- 
tion has both its old low band (45.9 
mc) and its new “upstairs” wave- 
length (96.3 mc) in operation and 


(Continued on page 34) 


STERLING DRUGS WOU 





ABC network is planning a re- 
vamp of its afternoon co-op pro- 
| gramming, with particular emphasis 
jon the 2:15-2:30 period currently 
|}occupied by the five-times-a-week 
| “Ethel and Albert” show. 

Move stems primarily from re- 





/ported squawks by Sterling Drugs, | 


| which sponsors the 2:30-3 “Bride and 


| Groom” show. Client feels it should | 


'be backed up with a stronger show, 
| rating-wise, in the preceding period. 
| atest Hooper fallies give both 
| stanzas a 3.2 rating. 

| ABC is kicking around a number 


|of ideas for the 2:15 slot, including | 


possibility of Joan Crawford doing 
a femme-slanted gab stanza on a 
co-op basis. Cost, however, may be 
|the principal snag. Plan is to con- 
| tinue “Ethel and Albert” in another 
‘time slot. 


HYPO ‘BRIDE’ NEIGHBOR | 


ING ITS WI 


NGS 





Blue Book Station 








D.C.’s FM Picture 


Washington, July 22. 
Two more FM permits were 
handed out in the D. C. area 
last week when CBS nicked off 
one of Washington’s two re- 
served FM slots and the FCC 
arded a 


award a community-type 


franchise to the Montgomery 
FM Broadcasting Corp, for Sil- 
ver Spring, Md. 

Action means that all four 
networks are now in the FM 
picture. CBS pulled out a bid 
for Minneapolis in order to get 
a Washington outlet and _ still 
stay within FCC limit of only 
six stations to a customer. 

Brash bidders for the Silver 
Spring FM indie are grocery 
store owners Sidney Alpert and 
wife Ann. Everett Dillard’s pio- 
neer WASH is the only inde- 
pendent FM station now broad- 
casting from Washington. 


Durr, Hyde, Jett, 
Jones as FCC's 


B cast Division 
Washington, July 22. 

Broadcasters have a big stake in 
selection of the four FCC members 
who will be named to handle broad- 
cast matters under a new division 
setup due to be tried out by the 
FCC this fall. 

Plan calls for three divisions 
(broadcast, common-carrier and non- 
broadcast radio), each made up of 
four FCC commissioners. FCC chair- 
man will serve on all divisions but 
not as chairman of any one. Three 
individual division chairmen will 
serve on one division only, with 
three FCC’ers serving on two divi- 
sions each. 

It was felt that commissioners E. 
K, Jett, Clifford J. Durr, Rosel Hyde 
and Robert F. Jones would be named 
to the broadcast division, with Jett 
ov Hyde standing the best chance of 
becoming chairman. Plan will be 
tried out through March, 1948, and 
may then be made permanent or dis- 
carded. 


PITT’S MAN-ON-STREET 
GETS THE BUM’S RUSH 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 

Pittsburgh’s newest station, WPIT, 
got billing in the police reporters’ 
notebooks last week, and Bill Ewing, 
the chief announcer, almost landed 
in jail. It alf happened when a 
Pittsburgh traffic cop interrupted a 
Man - On -the-Street program and 
forced it off the air. 

Ewing had just started the quar- 
ter-hour show on a downtown street 
corner when the bluecoat broke in 
and wanted to know what was go- 
ing on. Spieler told him, and officer 
wanted to know if he had a permit. 
When Ewing said truthfully that he 
didn’t, cop told him he’d have to 
move, all of this conversation going 
out over the air. 

So Ewing moved his mike to an- 
| other sidewalk, but it wasn’t long be- 
| fore the same policeman was on the 
|air again. This time announcer had 
;no alternative and show faded in 
| the middle. p 
Later George E. A. Fairley, Pitts- 
| burgh director of public safety, said 
it was all a misunderstanding. After 
| investigating the incident, he 
ferred the matter to the traffic in- 
spector, who said measures had been 
taken to see that the broadcast was 
not molested any more. 

The traffic inspector said the 
policeman who broke up the pro- 
|; gram was substituting for the reg- 
| ular patrolman, on vacation, and 
| didn’t realize that the station's FCC 
|license was sufficient permit for 


' broadcasting from the city’s streets. 














re- | 


(WQQW) Folds 


In Failure of Longhair Policy: 
Flock of Bids Loom for D.C. Indie 


Washington, July 22. 

Several bidders have feelers out 
for indie WQQW, Washington day- 
timer which last Friday (18) became 
the first post-war outlet here to hang 
out a “for sale” sign. Willingness of 
the so-called Blue Book station— 
which made nationwide headlines 
when it took to the ether six months 
ago—to throw in the towei refiecis 
the pinch of competition which saw 
the number of local stations leap 
from six pre-war to the present top- 
heavy 13. 

It is also looked on as proof of the 
difficulties of running a _ long-hair 
music station aimed at a select but 
numerically small audience. Of im- 
portance also is the fact that WQQW 
is owned by 202 local government, 
newspaper and professional people, 
few with radio savvy and none of 
them overly chip-heavy. 

Avco Denies D. C. Bid 

Two newspaper interests, a prom- 
inent D. C. real estate operator, a 
labor union and a couple of out-of- 
towners with station experience and 
an eye out for a bargain are re- 
ported dickering for the indie. Gus 
Ring, local realtor, is in the picture. 
Scripps - Howard and Eleanor 
“Cissy” Patterson both have dailies 
here and had FM bids in the pot at 
one time. The former is reported to 
have a feeler out for the station, 
along with several other names in 
the news. Aviation Corp. reps de- 
nied knowledge of another fast-fly- 
ing rumor that Victor Emanuel was 
toying with the idea of a D.C. outlet. 

Meanwhile, reports place at least 
two more daytimers here in the “for 
sale” category, though both have 
denied it. One is WOOK, owned by 
WOL commentator Richard Eaton. 
This is the newest AM outlet 
on the air and had the _ mis- 
fortune to snag a bad frequency 
(1590 kc) in addition to bucking 
competition from a dozen other wat- 
ters. Suburban Virginia and Mary- 
land stations are not having an easy 
time, with two of them frankly ad- 

(Continued on page 34) 


MBS Cole Willing, 
National Guard Biz 


Mutual, finally getting the hooks 
into some new business following 
an extended dry spell, followed up 
its nailing of a $1,250,000 Pharmaco 
deal by closing pacts during the past 
week with Cole Milling for a Sunday 
half-hour and with the National 
Guard’ for the new “Block Party” 
program Thursday nights. Both 
pieces of biz came through the 
Gardner agency. 

Cole (Omega Flour) signed for 
the Sunday 3 p. m. period currently 
occupied by a sustainer called “Re- 
union.” Milling outfit, which spon- 
sored a quarter-hour of Smilin’ Ed 
McConnell’s Saturday ayem stint on 
Mutual until June 28, hasn't decided, 
however, on a show. Word is that 
McConnell, who’s also sponsored by 
Brown Shoes on NBC Saturday 
noons,- isn’t likely to get the nod, 
bankroller feeling a different type 
of program is preferable for the 
Sunday spot. New Cole show will 
tee off Oct. 5. 

Net is donating the time on the 
Army Recruiting deal in behalf of 


(Continued on page 34) 


‘Timid Soul’ Creator Thinks 
Radio’s Here to Stay 


Half-hour weekly show based on 
| H. T. Webster’s “Timid Soul” strip 


i- . +1 : ok - 
is currently in preparation by 














\gram Productions outfit. Max Wylie, 
formerly of Young & Rubicam radio 
|dept., is editor and chief writer of 
the series, 

| Unusual angle in Webster's okay 
for the series is the fact that in hig 
syndicated strip the “Timid Soul” 
|creator has always taken a tongue- 
in-cheek attitude toward radio. 
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Congress Gets $1,600,000 Yearly Free 
Radio Time Through Platter Setup 


Washington, July 22. |basis amounts to a little over $31,000 

Congress is getting itself free|a week. If they had to pay for that 
radio time at the rate of better than} time, as they would during a politi- 
$1,600,000 a year and the figure is|¢al campaign, they would have to 
still moving up, according to Robert | Pay a little over this amount for the 
Coar, director of the Congressional |Tadio time that the members are 
radio room in the House of Repre-|ow given free.” Asked the aver- 
sentatives office building. Facilities|age length of the broadcasts, Coar 
are used by both Senators and Rep-| gave one more proof that the poli- 
resentatives. Pa ticians are as longwinded Frage 
: . . “They vary from four-and-a-half, 
Virtually all of the radio time is hog dee » 
used for transcribed speeches, with | which is the time we recommend, 


nein Bagh “i .. |he said, “to 14 minutes.” In a four- 
the Congressional radio studios turn- | and-o-telf-minute program we gen- 


ing out in the neighborhood of 400 | Phen? 
: 2rally are able to have the station 
atters per week when Congress is | ©'?* 
* genic tay es é schedule the talk after a_ regular 
Ee . : rs P st, which assures a 
oar has ng his own ap- | "ews broadcast, . 
Cant Net DO es > considerable larger audience than if 


paratus and selling the platters to ‘ : res a 
the legislators at $4 for a four-and- they were presertting a straight 14 


a-half-mintite disk and $6 for a 15-| Minute talk. 
minute burble. The space is given| “There has never been . ae 
minute burble. The space is given free who has used the service w an <7 
by Congress, however. Bill has just | NOt found it yap 4 por ype 
been passed to take over the deal Most oe th canees 

and to make Coar “coordinator of ra-| the ‘onger talks. 

dio information facility,” a Congres- 


sional employee, Result of this would | RADIQ SQURPUSSES GET 
REPLY VIA ‘BEST PLAYS’ 


$2.50 for a large one and $1.25 for a 
small one. 

However, while the member of “Radio’s Best Plays” (Greenberg, 
Congress would save money, the tax-/ ¢3) 4 collection of 20 plays for radio 
payers would take over the nut, pay-| .cjected and edited by Joseph Liss, 
ing for the saving. This would add is an answer to many of radio’s 
about $17,000 a year to the budget} critics, at least those who condemn 
of Congress for operating the room.|;+,. medium in toto, without allow- 

Bill has passed both the Senate ing for its obvious flaws or com- 
and the House. Radio Correspond-| ending its vital contributions. Liss’ 
ents Assn. is up in arms OV€I| choice of plays makes toward ex- 
one section of it which would give | citing and rewarding reading from 
Coar the tifle of “coordinator” of/ , literary standpoint and positively 
radio information facility.” Cor- disposes of the argument that writ- 
respondents claim this infers that ing for radio produces nothing of 
Coar has some control over the permanent value. 

House and Senate radio galleries.|~ prye radio writing for the most 
Actually Coar has no connection at} ).:+ is. of necessity, a one-shot ef- 
all and his work is only the making} 5+ But this handicap, and many 
of ‘transcriptions. other arguments clarifying the posi- 

Up to now, newspaper correspond- | tion of the radio writer, is advanced 
ents who make platters for use by/ in the prefatory notes that are in- 
local stations connected with their! .iigeq with each play, wherein the 
pinay i = ke have also used the facili-| comments of the author on radio 
ties of Coar’s unit at the same cost writing and radio’s hopes are suc- 
as members of Congress pay. Under cinctly and emphatically presented. 
the new law, they would be barred Unfortunately for the radio listen- 
from the radio platter room. — er, the pessimism of many of radio's 

In discussing his setup with 7 gifted writers toward their future 
House Appropriations Subcommittee, in radio doesn’t leave much hope for 
Coar explained that “the amount of continued volumes of “Radio’s Best 
broadcast time being given free to Plays.” 
pornos i. tae sewer oxy oe Volume includes such notable air 
ssn © county .on a weekly contribs as Arnold Perl’s “The 


Empty Noose,” Archibald Mac- 
Leish’s “The Fall of the City,” Ar- 
thur Laurents’ “The Face,” Millard 
Lampbell’s “October Morning,” Nor- 
man Corwin’s “Daybreak,” Marc 
Blitzstein’'s “The Airborne” (which 
belongs more to the symphonic 
literature but which was first pro- 
duced on the air), Erik Barnouw’s 
“The Story They'll Never Print,” 
Norman Rosten’s “The Big Road,” 
with Morton Wishengrad, John 
Faulk, Fletcher Markle, Liss, Lu- 
cille Fletcher, Al Morgan and Liss 
himself among the others repre- 
sented. Rose. 























Minneapolis—WTCN is donating 
three baseball bullpens to the St. 
Paul municipal playgrounds. Its 
sports announcer, Dick Seibert, for- 
mer big league first baseman, is 
making the presentations. 
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The only shots that count are those 
that hit. Weed and Company’s record 
for “on target” selling is maintained 
by the accurately directed efforts 
of its experienced representatives 


WEED 
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NORMAN 
BROKENSHIRE 


Listen to “Brokenshire Broadcast- 
ing” it might give you some new 
ideas for that new fali show. 

In between the WNBC daily stint 
at 12:30 noon, EDST, the Theatre 
Guild on the Air on Sunday nights 
at 9:30, EDST, The Saturday 
Stapleton Show and transcriptions 
for Chesterfield and Lever Bros., 
I can be had. 


KXOK Backchecks 
Findings of BMB' 


St. Louis, July 22. 


To backcheck the BMB report of 
its station KXOK, owned and op- 
erated by the St. Louis Star-Times, 
the p.m. sheet, has just completed a 
30-county telephone survey under 
the supervision of Edward G. 
Doody & Co. The survey, one of 
the largest of its kind in this area, 
was made to determine by 15-minute 
periods the audience coverage of 
KXOK and the competing stations 
in the 30-county area surrounding St. 
Louis, but excluding the city and 
adjacent St. Louis County. 

Significance is attached to the fact 
that the survey is broken down into 
hourly periods to determine the ex- 
tent of listening audiences in each 
of the individual counties, and thus 
backstop the radio industry’s BMB 
report of last year for KXOK. More 
than 109,000 completed telephone 
calls were made in the area sur- 
veyed, more~ than an adequate 
sample to determine the conclusions. 


The counties selected for the 
KXOK area study were determined 
through the BMB area report. In 
order to limit the size of the survey 
only counties showing 59 percent or 
more BMB listening to KXOK, day- 
time and nighttime, were included in 
the Doody survey. The physical dis- 
tance extended to a 100-mile radius 
from St. Louis. 


The survey was programmed to 
cover a period of two weeks, with 
the largest town in each county as 
the base of telephone operations. 
BMB is interested in the results of 
the survey, with the possibility of a 
relationship between this type of 
survey and the BMB study of last 
year. 


ALF LANDON BID FOR 
COLO. STATION OKAYED 


Washington, July 22. 
Alfred M. Landon, Republican 
presidential candidate in 1936, won 
his first radio station permit last 














Inside Stufi—Radio 


Couple of radio’s youngest broadcasters, 13-year-old twins, who oper- 
ate a one-watt station in an upper Manhattan (N.Y.) apartment house, 
were dug up by Bill Berns, WOR gabber, to guest on the teeoff last week 
(14) of a new daytime strip he’s doing, 4:45-5 p.m. Berns calls the stanza 
“15 Minutes” and invites in a couple of juves each day, spinning platters 
they bring with them. 

Twin guesters, Jay and Bruce Colen, told how they got permission from 
FCC—by telephone!—to operate their “campus-type” one-lunger at 1400 
ke. It reaches out perhaps 1,000 feet. Boys have their “master control” 
in their mother’s linen closet. They have disk-jockey shows, boy-in-the- 
street interviews, etc. They even wage air campaigns, such as appealing 
to parents to increase their children’s money allowances, etc. 





Radio eds around N. Y. are beating their chests, with a pair of toilet 
plungers yet, compliments of WOR. Dick (the flack) Pack sent out the 
plungers (with which sound effects men simulate hoofbeats) accompanied 
by invites to a studio clambake tomorrow (Thurs.) in honor of “the un- 
sung men-behind-the-scenes,’” WOR’s 14 sound effectsters. 

Idea, says Pack, is to uncork a little praise for the guys who make the 
noises that make radio dramats more realistic. Couple of kegs of Pilsner 
Urquell, from the first batch of this brew to be imported since the war, 
also will be uncorked. 





L’Observatore Romano, semi-official organ of the Vatican, devotes gen- 
erous space to an account of Father Patrick Peyton and his “Family The- 
atre” on the Mutual network. U.S. Catholic circles regarded the article 
as an unusual tribute to the priest and program, and some Catholic papers 
front-paged it. “For the past two or three years a priest of Irish origin 
has been acquiring a well-merited reputation in the Catholic world of 
America,” said the paper, telling in detail of Father Peyton's struggle to 
launch the apostolate for family prayer via network radio. Article pointed 
out that “Family Theatre” is aired on 300 stations (Father Jerome Lawyer, 
Father Peyton’s assistant in Albany, N. Y., said the program now is on 327 
Mutual stations, 16 shortwave stations beaming it across the Atlantic, and 
a 50 kw outlet in Stuttgart, Germany) and the Vatican paper added that 
Pope Pius XII is personally aware of Father Peyton's project. 


Idea to supplement WCKY’s (Cincinnati) mail-pull showing has been 
instituted with interesting results by Nelson King, the station’s “Jamboree” 
platter spinner. He recognizes all long-distance phone calls received 
during his four-hour nighttime hillbilly-western disk session. In six 
nights, July 3-9, 710 listeners from 23 states, Washington, D. C., and 
Canada phoned in. Some of the calls were piped directly to King on a 
studio phone. Calls reached a peak of 142 on July 9, originating from as 
far away as Florida, Louisiana, New York and Massachusetts. 





KCMO and WHB, Kansas City, opposing network affiliates, crossed 
off their usual differences to pool efforts on a broadcast of the Soapbox 
Derby trials on Sunday (20). The derby presented an excellent chance 
for civic promotion, but line charges for the outdoor affair ran unusually 
high. So John Schilling of WHB, the Mutual @utlet, and E. XK. Harten- 
bower of KCMO, ABC station, made a pool broadcast of the affair and 
went whole-hog by pooling personnel also. Dick Smith, special events 
chief for WHB and Walt Lochman, sports director of KCMO, joined 
forces on the Sunday afternoon event. Both stations carried the event. 
WHB an early trial heat, and KCMO a later round, with both carrying 
the finale. Deal marks the second time within recent months that Kansas 
City stations have worked together on a local coverage, an occasion which 
has rarely occurred in the past. 


_ 


Mutual execs are so impressed with a 22-minute ‘Symphonic Diary” 
composed by a Brooklyn Army sergeant now stationed in Vienna that 
they've scheduled its preem airing as the feature of a full-hour special 
concert by the Chicago Philharmonic. Stanza will be a pre-VJ Day anni 
program on the net Tuesday, Aug. 12, 9:30-10:30 p.m. 














week in Englewood, Colo. Landon, | 
an ardent booster of Senator Robert | 
Taft of Ohio to head the GOP ticket | 
next year, is the only stockholder in 
the Englewood company which has | 
authorized to operate with 1 kw. 
power on the 1250 ke. slot. during | 
daylight hours only. Landon has! 
other standard broadcast bids pend- 
ing in Liberal and Leavenworth, 
Kans. 

Out Arizona way, novelist and pix 
writer Erskine Calldwell got FCC 
approval last Friday (18) to switch 
partners in his newly-licensed AM 
station KCNA, Tucson. His original 
partners got cold feet when FCC 
handed out three standard broadcast 
permits there in a single action. 
Caidweiil’s new colleagues are 
wealthy newspaper men who publish 
the Arizona Daily Star and the Tuc- 
son Daily Citizen.. 





Salt Lake City—Wayre Wiscomb, 
formerly with KSL, and Paul Co- 
burn, formerly with KEIO, have 
joined the announcing staff at 
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Murrow 


Continued from page 27 


Only WTAG covers 
Central New England, 








was Murrow who inaugurated the 
CBS Documentary Unit, which has 
firmly entrenched itself as one of the 
vital postwar contributions in broad- 
casting. It was Murrow who reju- 
venated the network’s “talks” sched- 
ule, put meaning into the web’s 
“Open Hearings” programs, launched 
the provocative “CBS Views the 
Press” weekend show, and is respon- 
sible for the ‘current “Doorway to 
Life” weekly series, generally cred- 
ited as one of radio’s top summer 
shows. 





Fort .Wayne—Robert F. Skeetz, 
formerly of the Indianapolis Star, 
has joined the continuity depart- 
ment of WOWO. 























WALTER WINCHELL says.... 
The Bigtime: 
““MARILYNE TOWNE’S vocallure on WMCA” ... 


MARILYNE TOWNE 


Singing Star of the New 


“THREE LITTLE SACHS SHOW" 


Sundays, 1:30 P.M.. WMCA 


SID WEISS, Radio Daily, says.... 
Love ‘n’ Kisses: 
“MARILYNE TOWNE’S chirping on her new 
WMCA show.” 


Press Representative: 
HALL, STILLMAN & SOLTERS 





Personal Management: Vocal Coach 
JIMMY RICH 
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MARTIN BLOCK 


BK On i RACAL 


AN UNBEATABLE TEAM! 





























The MAKE BELIEVE BALLROOM 


Makes music for listeners, 
money for advertisers... 
10-11:30 a.m. 5:35-7:30 p. m. 
Monday thru Saturday 


Ever since 1935 MARTIN BLOCK and the MAKE BELIEVE 
BALLROOM have been part of the pulsating life of this me- 
tropolis. They make hearts—and merchandige—move faster! 


For more than 12 years the MAKE BELIEVE BALLROOM has 
been a New York show—tailored for New York listeners 
and custom-made for advertisers who want to sell them! . 
3 It’s a BIG show—and like all big shows it appeals to all : 
tite" ER ~ se ~% ages! Hit tunes, top bands, new stars—you hear them all qi 
te ee : S and you hear them first when MARTIN BLOCK entertains at 4 
a | the MAKE BELIEVE BALEROOM with two big performances ; 
daily, six days a week. 


Yes, he’s No. 1 in the No. 1 Market! 


So listen to MARTIN BLOCK at his best—on the MAKE 
BELIEVE BALLROOM! 


Buy MARTIN BLOCK where he’s biggest—on WNEW in 
Greater New York! 
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ON YOUR | 


Represented by 
John Blair and Co. 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JersEY 24 HOURS A DAY ° DUAL - 
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THE BIG BREAK 


ith Eddie Dowling, emcee; Mary 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
Block orch, David 


Martin, 
guests; Ray 
Ross, announcer, others 
Writer: Welbourn Kelley 
Producer: Lester O’Keefe 
3@ Mins., Sun., 10:30 p.m. 


LIGHTS OUT 

With Boris Karleff, Tom Collins, 
Lurene Tuttle; Ken Niles, announ- 
cer; Leith Stevens, music 

Writers: Willis Cooper, Paul Pierce 

Director: Bill Lawrence 

Producer: Larry Robertson 

30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 


' For it’s asking an audience, 


ADAM HATS EVERSHARP 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y¥. WJZ-ABC, N. Y. | 
(Miiton Biow) (Biow) 


Here’s another ambitious attempt 
to give talent a break. It’s paid off 
on the Arthur Godfrey CBS show, 
and now Eddie Dowling, Adam Hats 
and NBC have joined forces to sift 
promising talent in the various cities 
around the country. 

For example, “Big Break’s” initial 
broadcast Sunday (20) spotlighted a 
group of Philadelphians — a pop 
singer, a baritone, an actress with 
dramatic aspirations and a girl pian- 
ist. Dowling is the permanent host 
on the show, and there’s a weekly | 
guestar (Mary Martin appeared on | 
the preem) to reprise the bit that 
projected the star into the bigtime. 
As an added starter, program also 
brings on a top showman (Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, appeared on Sun- 
day) to select the winner. In this 
instance it was the baritone (An- 
drew Gainey) who won. : 
sprung to a Town Hall concert in 
New York. 

Obviously, it all adds up to a fairly 
expensive layout. It’s not strictly 
an amateur show, for there was a 
definite pro quality throughout the 
opening show. As such, success of 
the program will depend largely on 
whether subsequent cities (Boston 
next week), can yield the same type | 
of talent as that found in Philadel- 
phia. 

Opening show moved along at a 
nice clip, with Dowling, as emcee, 
wisely restricted to a role of more 
or less getting the talent on and off | 
(although he appeared to much bet- 
ter advantage in teaming with one 
of the femme contestants in a brief 
scene from “Accent on Youth”). 

Whatever the admirable intent of 
“Big Break,” the fact remains that 
the Mary Martin contrib was the 
show’s sock standout. 








Lateness of the hour (show is | 
slotted at Sundays, 10:30-11) may) 
mitigate against its audience pull. 


at a 
time when it prefers the relaxation 
of sustaining continuity or musical 
fare to sit in judgment on talent. 
There’s a two - way commercial 
spread accenting the Adam Event 
summer topper that doesn’t go too 
overboard. Rose. 





Henry Morgan hoped, in his clos- 


ing minutes on the air this season, 
that nobody would buy any Ever- 


sharp-Schick razors while he was 


vacationing during the next eight 
weeks. He ought to get his wish, if 
his summer replacement has any in- 
fluence on listeners’ buying habits. 
Mystery, detective and crime shows 
seem like good clean fun alongside 
this horror of horrors. Why anyone 


thirst for 
these 


latent 
inflict 


without a _ barely 
blood would care to 


|ghoulish goings-on on themselves of 
a hot summer night is hard to under- 
| stand. 


Chillers, under the heading of 
“Lights Out,” were originally aired 
more than a decade ago. The cur- 
rent series will revive some of the 
blood curdlers “most popular” on 
previous airings. Boris Karloff, 


He'll be | guestaring on the opener (16), was 


right in his element as a doctor who 
conspired with a medic friend to ex- 
periment on the corpse of his wife, 
killed in an auto crash, and bring 
her back to life with a secret for- 
mula. The formula works, but the 
wife has lost her soul while on “the 
other side,” and she runs amok, killw 
ing one of the medics, before she’s 
put away for good. Thing is fraught 


| with a lot of screams and fiendish 


fol-de-rol. 
Karloff did justice to his role. In 
fact, aside from question of whether 


/such grisliness is good entertainment, 


the stanza was well tailored and ef- 
fectively presented. 

Commercials are standard. Doan, 
THREE VIEWS OF THE NEWS 
With Ben Grauer, Ed Thorgersen, 

Valentina; Les Tramayne, an- 

nouncer 
Writer: Jesse Maas 
Director: John Hoagland 
Producer: John T. Madigan 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9 pm. 
ANDREW JERGENS CO. 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 

(Robert W. Orr) 

This is a three-ply attempt to 
hang on, for the coming six weeks, 
to as much as possible of Walter 
Winchell’s audience, which at last 





rating books. Judged by the preem 
last Sunday (20), the stanza has no 
special allure, save for the femmes 
who might care about the fashion 
expert guesting on each edition. 
Apparently, however, the format 
satisfies Jergens. It has been used, 
with slight variations, for a number 
of fillin seasons. 

Ben Grauer kicks off the period 
with a straight newscast, sans any 
touch of Winchellism, but: with the 
capability of an old hand at the 
biz. Ed Thorgersen follows with a 
fast-paced roundup of the week's 
sports highlights, reeled off in his 
best newsreel-commentating man- 
ner. On the teeoff airing, the guest 
style authority was Madame Valen- 
tina who, speaking via transcription 
from Paris, tossed the girls some 
timeless tips on how to correct 
nature’s shortcomings and look your 
best. Mme. Valentina’s interestingly 
accented voice came through nicely. 
(Next week: John Frederics.) 

Jergens’ commercials were the 


|usual thing, a free trial offer, an 





anonymous femme testimonial, etc. 
Doan. 


WORMWOOD FOREST 
With Tom Tichenor, Jane Dabney, 

Elmer Alley, John Culley, Chris- 

tine Tibbott 
Producer: Marjorie Cooney 
Writer: Tom Tichenor 
15 Mins.; Sat., 11:15 a.m. 
WSM, Nashville 

With elimination of some of the 
saccharin character of “Wormwood 
Forest,” WSM would have a show 
meeting network standards and 
capable of enticing an adult audi- 
ence as well. * Layout has moments 
that are reminiscent of a Disney 
cartoon and, with some lifting of the 
age-level of its appeal without los- 
ing any of its essential charm, show 
would rate a top category for juves. 

Script, telling of the exploits of a 
group of animal denizens of the for- 
est, gives the critters some fairly 
human problems. Central character 
is a frog who’s been told off by his 
girl friend because of his lack of 
drive. He sets about on a business 
venture to prove his worthiness. 

As it is, show seems to be tailored 
for the very young and except for 
the Saturday ayem time slot, 
wouldn’t entice the older kids, most 
of whom would rather listen to 
cops-and-robbers opera. 

Production and enactments are of 
high standards and once script loses 
the talking down attitude, “Worm- 
wood Forest” would be an outstand- 


count was the largest on Hooper’sing example of local programming. 
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REVEPORT | 
The , 20000 WATTS ~ 


Represented by The Branhan 


N in Your Files] 





For Immediate Delivery ... 


Minden, 30 miles east of KWKH, is the leading city 
of Webster Parish, Louisiana. State Department of 
Revenue figures show that last year some 34,000 
Websterites spent more than $15,375,000 on retail 
During the first four months of 1947, they 
have already spent nearly $5,500,000, or almost 23% 
more than the same period last year. 
6,930 radio families show an overwhelming prefer- 
ence* for KWKH. Be sure they know about your 
product . . . on KWKH, the station heard by 
most and preferred by most in the $1,000,000,000 
- Ark-La-Tex. 


<2 Pes 


Webster’s 


*BMB Study No. 1—1946 
“KWKH .... 98% 
Station “B” ,. . 75% 
Station “C” 15% 





Transcription Review . 


TED LEWIS SHOW . 

With Geraldine DuBeis, Paul Arnold, 
guest, orch. 

Writers: Sherman Marks, Shep Char- 








toc 
Director: Marks 
30 Mins., Once Weekly 
Participat:ng 

(Chartoc-Colman) 

This 39-week series of transcribed 
musical shows marks Ted Lewis’ 
initial bigtime splurge into radio 
(previously he had confined himself 
to guest shots). And the verdict is 
all in Lewis’ favor. 

Chalk it up, indeed, as a tribute 
to a vet showman who fits as much 
into the present-day pattern of show 
biz as he did a generation ago. Here 
is a show which, based on the in- 
itial transcription (which is set for 
an August teeoff in upwards of 50 
markets) succeeds in_ parlaying 
schmaltzy nostalgia and a modern, 
up-to-the-minute-tempoed musical 
melange into a sock stanza of enter- 
tainment. It’s tailored down to the 
250-watter and up to the 50kw. top- 
circulation station, calculated to 
satisfy everyone. 

Chartoc - Colman Productions has 
gone off the deep end budget- 
wise on this one, sinking an approxi- 
mate $6,000 weekly talent-production 
nut to launch a new phase in the 
career of the vet showman. But 
they’ve come up with a prize pack- 
age. It’s loosely formated to provide 
for guest stars, but wisely they’ve 
started off with a simple pattern 
aimed specifically at projecting the 
Lewis personality. 

From his opening “When My 
Baby Smiles At Me,” through his 
Jolson medley, into “Sunny. Side of 
tie Street,’ “I'll Close My Eyes,” 
then back through memory lane, the 
clarinet-spotlighted “St. Louis Blues” 
and the “Baby” reprise fadeout, all 
the familiar Lewis shadings get full 
play. 

Lewis’ 18-piece orch is grooved 
mainly for juve appeal, getting in 
plenty of its own hot licks. Geral- 
dine DuBois, his femme vocalist, is 
a permanent on the show; a decided 
asset, as was Paul Arnold’s guesting 
for the initialer with his “They Say 
It’s Wonderful” vocalizing. 

The answer to the Lewis “Is 
Everybody Happy?” tagline will be 
reflected in the Chartoc-Colman 
billings. Rose. 
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Follow-up Comment 
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John McManus, radio ed of PM 
(N. Y.), delivered a commercial for 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune last Thurs- 
day (17) on Martha Deane’s WOR 
(N. Y.) program. He did a good job 
—adlibbed at that!—albeit employing 
the testimonial technique. It came 
about at the close of a panel discus- 
sion on radio commercials. Partici- 
pants, besides McManus, were Carl 
Rigrod of the Donahue & Coe ad 
agency, who produced a series of 
commercial-kidding radio spots for 
the ‘“Hucksters” film; Rod Erickson, 
program director of WOR, and Mrs. 
Eleanor Schnurr, a “typical listener.” 
In general, Rigrod and Erickson de- 
fended commercials, McManus and 
Mrs. Schnurr assailed them, argu- 
ments being standard. Forty-five- 
minute, off-the-cuff gabfest was get- 
ting repetitious toward the close. 
(Even so, the station got more lis- 
tener calls during the airing than 
Miss Deane has ever received. ) 

Reminded when five minutes re- 
mained that she had some sponsors 
to “take care of,” Miss Deane sug- 
gested McManus and Mrs. hnurr 
do her commercials. Both readily 
agreed, the PM critic stipulating, 





however, the products had to be ones 
of which he approved. Miss Deane 
|named her sponsors and didn’t sup- 
| pose McManus would care to do the 
| one of the Herald Trib. “On the con- 
| trary,” he replied, “I wouldn’t mind 
|at all. It’s a very fine newspaper.” 
| Where was the text of the commer- 
|cial? Miss Deane said she just had 
|a couple of notes because she ad- 
| libbed, and he'd have to. So he did, 
| asserting the H-T was “a newspaper- 
| man’s newspaper,” with which he did 
not always agree, but it was a sound, 
— recorder of international affairs, 
etc. 
“That,” cried Miss Deane, “is one 
of the best commercials I’ve ever 
heard!” That if was, to any listener 
| irritated _by trick and trip-hammer 

commercial techniques. Question fol- 
| lows, of course, of whether McManus, 

or anyone else, even given products 
| he personally believed in, could plug 
| them with the same informal, quietly 
| enthusiastic touch on a five-times- 

weekly, week-in-and-out basis. -It’s 
| a knack few now on the air have. 


‘Crosley Subsid Buys 
| Out Open Ball Time 


The 15.minute segments preceding 
and following the New York Yankees 
ballcasts on WINS are now com- 
pletely sold out, with Crosley Dis- 
tributing Co. (a subsidiary of Cros- 
ley Broadcasting, which owns the 
station), buying alternate days for a 
sports roundup. 

Paradise Wine sponsors the “pre 








and post” periods three days a week. 





OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 

With guests, Lou Snider’s Orch; an. 
nouncer, Elweod Glover 

Producer: John Adaskin 

Director: Ian Reid - . 

Writer: Valda Marshall 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CJBC-CBC, Toronto 


John Adaskin’s “Opportunity 
Knocks” is a variation of the audi- 
tion formula except that it uses peo- 
ple of professional calibre and also 
gets them jobs. Two of the five en- 
trants on the first program have al- 
ready been given contracts on CBC 
fall programs. Audience show is 
staged at CBC Theatre studio, with 
applause-meter governing standing. 
Entrants get minimum actor’s scale 
or regular musician’s union scale, 
with topper getting an additional $50 
on every program, Winner of the 
first 13-weeks’ segment will also be 
given a screentest at Toronto stu- 
dios of J. Arthur Rank. Program is 
being carried by 28 stations of the 
CBC Dominion network and produc- 
tion costs are not being stinted. 


Teeoff quintet included Victoria 
Pitchot, pops singer; John Knight, 
former guest-pianist with the To- 
ronto Symphony and just out of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force; Dennis 


Gonet, baritone, another R.C.A-F. 
veteran; Louise Robertson, come- 
dienne and voice imitator. Good 


stunt was having Gonet singing a 
duet with himself to a* recording 
made when he was a 13-year-old 
tenor prodigy in British music halls, 

Adaskin is also giving would-be 
announcers an opportunity, with one 
a week being judged by four of 
Canada’s leading announcers—Lorne 
Green, Byng Whitteker, Allan Mc- 
Fee and Herb May. Entrant was 
Eidon Wilcox, who was handed a 
snap script with intentional fluffs in 
the typing but quick-wittedly es- 
caped them. 

Whole program is brisk in execu- 
tion, fresh in its approach, and a lis- 
tenable revival of the radio break- 
in gimmick; and, already manifestly, 
a job-getter up here. McStay,. 





Fire Prevention Award To 
Travelers Insurance Station 


Hartford, July 22. 

WTIC has been awarded the 1946 
Gold Medal Award to Radio for out- 
standing public service in fire pre- 
vention and protection by the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters. 
Station is the first in the east to re- 
ceive the $500 award, the sixth in an 
annual series presented by the un- 
derwriters. 


The station was cited “for its con- 
sistent, year around effort to encour- 
age better fire prevention and pro- 
tection and for the skillful planning, 
ingenuity and breadth of its pro- 
gramming.” 

Of interest is the fact that WTIC 
is owned and operated by the Trav- 
elers Insurance Cos. through the 
Travelers Broadcasting Co. 
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millions ! 


WHAT IS IT? 
WATCH FOR IT! 


PILOT RADIO CORP., L.I.C.,N.Y. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EDST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps. 

“It Happened in Brookly" 
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Zoomar Zooms Tele Along 


Revolutionary new Zoomar television lens, after a series of delays, 
was finally given its first commercial test Monday (21) by WCBS-TV 
(CBS-N.Y.) in the station’s airing of the Brooklyn Dodgers-Cincinnati 
Reds baseball game and emerged as the best thing that’s happened to 
television sports since the invention of the RCA image orthicon tube. 
~ Designed to obviate the necessity of cutting from one camera to 
another by “zooming” from a short-distance closeup to a long-distance 
shot, the lens worked similarly to a human eye. If a batter at the plate 


hit a long one to the outfield, the 


camera caught all the action, fol- 


Jowing the ball in flight with its “zoom” and giving viewers a perfect 
closeup of the outfielder making the catch. Picture retained excellent 


clarity and focus in the zoom and 
fectly easy on the eyes. 


the sweep of the camera was per- 


Successful use of the lens Monday indicates its tremendous possi- 


bilities for video. Good as it is for 


baseball, it will be even better for 


football when the cameras can catch the players in a huddle and 


then zoom*in for a closeup of the n 


1an with the ball, picking up much 


of the action missed during past seasons when it was necessary to 


cut. 
since broadcasters could do as good 
shows, with two cameras equipped 
with three or four standard 


turret 


Elimination of the cutting procedure also makes for economy, 


a job, both on remotes and studio 
with the Zoomar as they now do 


lens models Zoomar was in- 


vented and developed by Dr. Frank Back and is being distributed by 


Jerry Fairbanks. 


Stal. 











Hearings Move to D.C. | 
In Complicated Byplay 
For WOKO Wavelength: 


Albany, July 22. 


FCC, which conducted a three-day | 





hearing here last week on the com- | 
peting applications of three compa- 
nies for a license to operate on the | 
1460 kc waveband now held by | 
WOKO, will resume the hearing in 
Washington, D. C., next Monday | 
(28) , with three star witnesses 
scheduled to take the stand. Trio are | 
Raymond M. Curtis, New York City | 
money backer of the Joseph Henry 
Broadcasting Corp., one of the appli- | 
cants; Deuel Richardson, assistant | 
eneral manager of WOKO and /} 

ABY, and Jim Healy, spearhead 
of the all-local, “blueprint-of-radio- 
operation” Governor Donvan Broad- 
casting Corp., another of the appli- 
cants. 


Third applicant is the Van Curler 
Broadcasting Corp., controlled by 
the S. H. Fabian theatre interests. 
This group abstained from active 
participation in the hearings here— 
and is expected to take no part in 
next week’s—on grounds that the | 
hearings are illegal. Attorney John 
P. Southmayd of Washington, the | 
Van Curler counsel, contended the | 


| 
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Making the best 
even 
better! 


NOW — 


along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
eelf-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 
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FCC should have acted first on his 
client’s application filed 18 months 
ago and concluded as to testimony 
last November. 

(FCC held the WOKO-length ap- 
plications open pending a Supreme 
Court ruling on the commission's 
order cancelling the present station’s 


| license for reasons of stock conceal- 


ment. The Supreme Court upheld 
FCC's decision last spring.) 
Richardson and Curtis Were ex- 
pected to take the stand here last 
Tuesday (15) to clear up many de- 
tails in the Henry corporate setup 
and policies, on which several em- 
ployee-stockholders were vague in 
earlier testimony. It was decided, 


| however, to reserve the two men’s 


appearances, along with Healy’s, un- 
til next week, in fairness to all. 

Examiner Jack P. Blume, who 
conducted the hearings here, had 
Southmayd produce one witness for 
the Van Curler Corp. to bring its 
record up to date. He was Eugene 
J. Fitzpatrick, Van Curler veepee 
and editor of the International Pa- 
per Makers’ Union journal. He testi- 
fied that the Van Curler group was 
still ready to buy or lease—prefer- 
ably lease—WOKO’s facilities pend- 
ing construction of Van Curler’s new 
5 kw. transmitter. 

Blume asked Samuel Jacobs, sec- 
retary of WOKO and counsel for 
the Joseph Henry Corp., whether 
the WOKO facilities would be avail- 
able to the Dongan and Van Curler 
outfits if the Henry application were 
rejected. Jacobs said it was his 
thought such an offer should be 
made. 

One of the first things to be 
cleared away in the complicated 
structure of the WOKO-WABY op- 
eration is an application by Frank 
Gannett’s Press Co. (Knickerbocker 
News), which now has a financial 
interest in both stations, for author- 
ity to take over operation of WABY, 
a Mutual af@liate. Knickerbocker 
News is scheduled to move WABY 
out of Radio Center, which it shares 
with WOKO. 

Harold E. Smith, genera] manager 
of WOKO, is to be paid $180,000 for 
his stock. He is “through” with the 
station’s operation, effective Aug. 31, 
and is said to be entering the potato 
chip business. 

Curtis, who will be sole stock- 
holder in WOKO, agreed to turn 
over assets to the Henry Corp. In 
return he was given 45% of the vot- 
ing stock in Henry, the employees 
retaining 55%. If the Henry Corp. 
fails to get WOKO’s license, Smith 
will be reimbursed for his stock 


from the WOKO treasury, as will 
the employees who have subscribed 
for stock. 


MARLOWE QUITS ABC 
VIDEO; GOES ON OWN 


Harvey Marlowe has resigned as 
ABC television production chief to 
start his own video package and 
consultation firm under the title of 
Harvey Marlowe Television Asso- 
ciates, Inc. New outfit, in addition 
ta packaging live shows and offering 
production service to advertisers, 
agencies and stations, will produce 
films for business firms, trade asso- 





ciations, ete., for distribution on 
tele. 

Marlowe expects to place special 
emphasis on films for productions 
| wherever possible and will seek to 
nterest companies i1n = sponsoring 
documentaries on tele as a public 
|relations pitch. New quarters in- 
|clude a rehearsal studio, projection 
|room and talent, casting and prop- 
ierty departments Don Giesy, for- 
mer publicity chief for ABC tele, 


iment films for 









Tele Output 


Continued from page 28 


video set production unless distribu- 
tors and dealers give them the high 
sign. 

Same RMA survey showed a8 
healthy 8,500,000 sets of all kinds 
turned out from January through 
June, 1947. Slightly less than a half- 
million of these were AM-FM units. 
June was ‘a bad month, however, for 
both AM and FM production. Drop 
was anticipated as part of the sea- 
sonal decline and also in view of the 
fact that Zenith Radio Corp shut 
down to give its employees vacation 
leaves. 

Table modeis stiii hog production 
lines in both sound and picttire ra- 
dio fields. Of the 46,389 tele sets, 





has joined Marlowe in the same ca- 
pacity. 





Ast of Fairbanks 


Tele Pix Completed 


the first of Jerry 
series of entertain- 
television was com- 
pleted on the Coast Monday (21) 
and is now in the process of editing. 
First pvrint expected in N. Y. 
within the next 10 days, at which 
time it will be shown to advertisers, 
agencies and station operators for 
possible sale. 


on 
new 


Shooting 
Fairbanks’ 


1S 


Series is titled “Public Prose- 
cutor,” with the first story named 
“Case of the Missing Bullets.” Cast 
includes some w.k. film and stage 
actors, indicating the films carry a 
higher budget than any yet pro- 
duced especially for video broad- 
casting. Topping the cast is John 
Howard, now co-starring in Los An- 
geles with Jan Clayton in a legit 
presentation of “Rose Marie” and 
recently’ in the Broadway cast of 
“Portrait in Black.” Before the war, 
Howard appeared ... such Holly- 
wood productions as “Lost Horizon” 
and “Disputed Passage.” 

Also in the cast are Anne Gwynne 
and Mary Beth Hughes, both with 
a number of screen credits. Don- 
ald MacBride, vet Hollywood char- 
acter actor; Dewey Robinson, now 
working on the Metro lot, and Lou 
Lubin, who plays “Shorty, the bar- 
ber” on the “Amos and Andy” radio 
show, complete the cast. Series will 
include 17 different subjects, which 
will be offered for rental on a sta- 
tion-to-station basis. Films will run 
approximately» half-an-hour and 
have opening and closing spaces for 
the addition of a commercial. 


Tele Price War Seen 
As Farnsworth Lists Its 
New Low-Cost Models 


Chicago, July 22. 

What has all the earmarks of a 
price war in television sets was in- 
dicated here last week during the 
the Farnsworth distributors conven- 
tion at which table model television 
sets with 10-inch direct view picture 
tubes were listed to sell at $349.50 
retail, without installation costs or 
federal taxes. This compares to 
models with the same size picture 
tube being retailed by RCA at $375 
and by Philco at $395, also without 
installation or tax costs. 

Keynoting the price war spirit 
was statement by Farnsworth’s 
prexy, E. A. Nicholas, who said, “It 
is only competitive horse-sense that 
every manufacturer will keep his 
television products at the lowest pos- 
sibie price levels.” 

Although supply of sets is now and 
will be for some time to come, inade- 
quate to supply the demand, taper- 
| ing prices are being observed by 
| video broadcasters as one of the best 
| indications to daté to assure maxi- 
mum set distribution when produc- 
| tion troubles are over. 


COAST AFRA SENDING 
20 DELEGATES TO N.Y. 


Hollywood, July 22. 
American Federation of Radio 
| Artists will send a minimum of 20 
| ond possibly a few more delegates 
New 

















| to the national convention in 


32,769 were table units. Small sets | York, Aug. 14 to 17. They will hold 
accounted for 63% of the standard | proxies for the 104 delegates al- 


broadcast output. 





San Antonio—Rudy Carrasco has 





—,. 





| lowed. 


An estimated $10,000 will be 
raised via already approved volun- 





joined the merchandising and pro-j|tary pro rated levy on members to 


motion staff of KABC, San Antonio. 


defray costs. 


TELEVISION-RADIO 





Quiz Shows, Disk Jockeys to Ride 


On VA's Intra-Hospital ‘Network 


Washington, July 22. 
Hospitalized veterans with a yen 
to produce radio shows are getting 
the chance to try their hand at it 


through use of fully equipped radio | 


studios in some 30 hospitals, Vet- 





erans Administration announced 
| , ‘ 

; Sunday (20). 

| The home-brewed programs 


range 


from disk jockey stints to quiz 
shows and are transmitted to the 
|bedsides of the GI's through inter- 


|hospital networks of 
|ceiving sets. 

One such disk jockey program, for 
|example, is produced in the VA hos- 
pital at Minneapolis p 
Harry Settergren, who was on 
ABC’s production staff before he en- 
tered the hospital. His show 
popular records interspersed 
takeoffs on radio commercials. 

Weekly quiz show put on at the 
VA hospital in Hines, Ill. broadcasts 
recorded conversations by hospital 
employees and calls on the patients 
to identify the voices. Inmates of 
{the hospital at Ft. Howard, Md. take 
| part in sports quizzers conducted by 
(Tommy Dukehart, sports editor of 
the Baltimore News Post, and Jesse 
Linthicum of the Baltimore Sun. 

Interviews with patients broad- 
cast from the hospital at Ft. Harri- 


earphone re- 


bv 


++ nt 
VALICTit 


airs 
with 





ison, Mont, are picked up by station 


KXLJ, Helena, and relayed to other 
stations on the Z-Bar Network. Title 
of this show “Meet Your Hos- 
pitalized Veteran.” 

“Swing High,” disk pockey show 
produced by a patient in the Van 


is 


ie Calif. hospital, plays request 
r 
| 


ecords and advertises products on 
isale in the hospital canteen. The 
bedside network added 
|four new shows to its schedule this 


| Van Nive 
} Veesa AUS 


spring, including “Swap Shop,” a 
| 15-minute program during which 
|patients swap hand-made articles; 
i“For the Kids,’ a Sunday morning 
reading of the _ funnies; “Platter 
Chatter,” a daily hour-long show of 
recorded music: and “Betty Bryant 
Broadcasts,” an interview with pro- 
fessional entertainers brought to the 
hospital by Betty Bryant, in private 
life, the wife of Les Carhities, author 
of “The Saint” novels 

Patients in the VA host tal at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Mo., get a helping 


hand from the newsmen of KWK, St. 
Louis. The hospital newscaster tele- 
phones KWK just before each broad- 


cast to pick up last-minute news 
bulletins 

VA said only one-fourth of its 
hospitals have been equipped with 


| broadeasting studios to date, though 


more units are under construction. 
Almost all hospitals, however, have 
beside receiving sets, capable of re- 
| ceiving at least one radio signal. 


Pfanstiehl to WTOP 
Washington, July 22. 

Cody Pfanstiehl, for 11 months a 
publicity staffer for Warner Bros. 
theatres here, has moved over as 
Director of Press Information for 
| WTOP-CBS. 

He succeeds Carl Gebuhr who was 
‘promoted to the WTOP Sales Dept. 
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WWJ is a name long associated with “firsts” in Detroit. 
WWJ was the first AM station in America, having 
begun broadcasting commercially way back in 
1920. WWJ-FM was the first FM station in 
Detroit—on the air regularly since 1940. And now 
WWJ-TV, newest sister station, is the first and only 
television station in Detroit—already broadcasting 
commercial and sustaining features, among which 
are televized broadcasts of the Detroit Tigers 
baseball games. It is this pioneering instinct so 
consistently identified with the letters WWJ, 

that has given The Detroit News its well-earned 


leadership in Detroit’s radio field. 


Basic NBC Affiliate 
Associate FM Station WWJ-FM 
Television Stotioa WWJ-TV 





FIRST IN DETROIT... Owned and Operoted by THE DETROIT NEWS 
Notional Representotives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
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ting together for the finale. Music, ; 
of course, was dubbed in from re- | 
cordings. Puppets were controlled | 
competently enough but it’s doubt- | 
ful if even the kids in the audi-! 
ence found them entertaining. 
Opening and closing announce- | 
ments, featuring other puppets of | 
Elsie, the cow, and the little door- 


man of “Borden’s theatre,” were | 
good, Intimate chatter between 
Elsie and announcer Tom Reddy 


carried off well. 
confined to a- middle 
was. integrated neatly into the 
Stal. 


Was novel and 
Commercial, 
plug, 
script for good returns. 





LOOK WHO’S TALKING 
With Pierre Andre 
Producer-Director: Lorraine Larson 
Writers: Jimmy Savage, Hugh McKay 
15 Mins.; Tues., 8:30-8:45 p.m. 
WBKB, Chicago 

This is one of a showcase series 
which is being developed for pros- 
pective sponsorship, idea of series 
being to give opportunity to adver- | 
tising agencies or individuals to use 
facilities in order to present pack- | 
aged programs, in effort to discover 
new talent and video ideas to sell. 

“Look Who’s Talking,” scripted by 
Jimmy Savage, oldtimer at Balaban 
& Katz, and Hugh McKay, had Pierre 
Andre, recent Coast returnee, at the 
reins, interviewing contestants and 
assisting in presentation of clues in 
aud participation show. Andre turns 
in his always good performance, 
with the camera an added asset be- | 
cause he is one of few announcers | 
who look as good as their voices | 
sound, After much success in radio 
circles, more of same work on tele 
screen will establish him as a much 
sought after video actor. 

Show _ utilizes motion picture! 
identification game as theme, using 
sound track for first clue in naming 
artist appearing in scene from film, 








WDSU broadcasts $000 warts 
a from the. French Quarter to 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners, 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time regularly 
and exclusively to the St. Louis Cathedral, 
the International House, Moisant Inter- 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas. 

WDSU's dominate Hoop- 
¢rating proves that hon- 
Oring loca! institutions 
creates high listener 


Television Reviews 


t Continued from page 28 


| solving the queries 








NEW ABC 
ORLEANS Affiliate 
F 8000 


1280 ke Watts 











and flashes on actual picture as 
second step. First hint hardly gives 
contestants fair chance for answer 
because track lasts only 10 seconds. 
Judging from opening show con- 
testants, unless screen education is 
unlimited, it’s tough coming up with 
correct reply. Show is fine challenge 
to enthusiastic theatregoers. Third 
clue has Andre giving background 
of particular individual. This is 
where show missed. Would be perfect 
spot for more emphasis on 


mour, a pipe for Crosby, or a trum- 
pet for James, and would also give 
more reason for being a television 
show. 

Lorraine Larson managed to rig 
up convincing scenery for 
effect, but her camera co-workers 
would have done more justice to her 
efforts had they used a few longer 


stage 


| shots. They'll have to be on their 


toes with this one, not knowing what 
interesting reactions might 
from amateur participators. 


Spectators were energetic about 


| After screening was over, they 
gagged about fact that although 


Savage works for B&K, all picture 


| insertions were from films released 


at the Oriental, an Essaness house. 











‘Clears’ 
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clears 








to push them off the air. 
from the indies who presumably 
would join forces with the 26 mem- 
bers of the Daytime Petitioners’ 
Assn. This group is trying to win 
24-hour-a-day operation for those 
U. S. stations assigned on Mexican 
clear channels. P ° 

WCPS Victory Vs. WJR 

Washington, July 22. 

A U. 8S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia last Friday 
(18) upheld the right of tiny day- 
timer, WCPS, Tarboro, N. C. to share 
the ether with clear channel station 
WJR? Detroit. 

Station had been earlier stayed by 
the court from continuing to broad- 
cast on WJR’s 760 ke channel, so 
that last Friday’s order represented 
a complete legal about-face. 


Hail White 


‘—i_as Continued from page 29 =! 




















participate in college radio clinics 
throughout the country. A threeman 
subcommittee was named to explore 
the subject, with A. A. Schechter, 
Mutual veepee as chairman; Buryl 
Lottridge, general manager WOC, 
Davenport, Ia.; and Craig Lawrence, 
general manager WCOP, Boston. 

3. Recommendations for an all-out 
campaign to “sell radio by radio,” 
with NAB activity along this line 
given special commendation. 

4. Kudos for activities of the NAB 
research department and adoption 
of a motion urging broadcast stations 
to cooperate fully in answering NAB 
queries. 

Present in Washington for the 
two-day session were: Gilmore Nunn; 
A. A. Schecter, MBS; Buryl Lott- 
ridge, WOC; Craig Lawrence, WCOP; 
William S. Hedges, NBC; Clarence 
Worden, CBS; Merrill Lindsay, 
WSOY, Decatur, Ill.; Richard Mason, 
WPTF, Raleigh, N. C.; and Harold 








Wheelahan, WSMB, New Orleans. 











SD 


visual | 
clues, like using a sarong for La-|} 


spring | 


and had fun} 
| amongst themselves watching show. 


Hayes has over 50 favorable replies | 


ANA RADIO COUNCIL 
ELECTS HALVERSTADT 


Radio Council formed last year 
| by radio-using members of the Assn. 
‘of National Advertisers has elected 
A. N. Halverstadt, manager of Proc- 
ter & Gamble’s radio media division, 
to succeed Robert F, Elder of Lever 
Bros, as chairman. Halverstadt is a 
former member of the Broadcastt 
Measurement Bureau board. 

| Group also engaged I. W. Digges, 
‘counsel for ANA for the past 16 
| years, as general counsel. 





Halverstadt is expected to name 
several subcommittees shortly to look 
into various problems 
radio advertisers. Specific subjects 
they will be assigned, however, 
weren't disclosed. 


include Joseph M. Alien of Bristol- 


Myers, Stanley I. Clark of Sterling | o¢ $181,000, but may not recoup this | 


Drug, Elder, S. C. "Gale, of General 
Mills, Harry F. Jones of Campbell 
Soup, Charles G. Mortimer, Jr., of 


General Foods, W. M. Stedman of 
| American Home Products and D. B. 
Stetler of Standard Brands. Between 
them, they control more than half of 
network radio’s billings. 


Omnibook’s CBS Airer 


Omnibook magazine is down for a 
bid for increased femme readership 
| via network radio. Omnibook Corp., 
| publisher of the mag, has signed for 
a 15-minute. airer Saturdays at 10:15 
p.m. on CBS, stanza to feature Lee 
Adams with commentaries “of in- 
terest to housewives. 

Adams, who currently has his own 
show on KMOX-owned station in St. 
Louis, will originate his Omnibook 
program from Chicago. 














ABC-WING — 


'——— Continued from page 26 


to WING was on the basis of a 
mutual six-month cancellation priv- 
ilege. However, when the manage- 
ment of WING objected to this 
shorter cancellation privilege, ABC 
agreed to offer WING the identical 


contract under which it was operat- 
ing at the time. This contract pro- 
vided for a mutual one-year termina- 
tion privilege. At the same time the 
renewal of affiliation was offered to 
WING, renewal affiliation was also 
offered to WIZE, Springfield, O., 
which is owned and operated by the 
Same company that owns and oper- 
ates WING. Although this contract 
contained a mutual six-month can- 
cellation privilege, no objection was 
raised by the management of WIZE 
to the contract, and this Springfield 
station is now operating as an af- 
filiate of ABC under the ‘terms of 
this contract. ° 


“The reason that ABC originally 
offered WING a two-year contract 
with a six months mutual termina- 
tion period was because of dissatisfac- 
tion on the part of ABC relating to 
the release of its programs to the 
people of Dayton. The cooperation 
given ABC by WING was not com- 
parable to that given the network 
by its other affiliates, and it was 
felt that ABC programming in Day- 
ton was suffering.” 


Mutual Biz 


Continued from page 29 


the National Guard. “Block Party,” 
which preemed a couple of weeks 
ago in the Thursday 9:30-10 slot, 
features Ray Bloch’s musickers play- 
ing pop tunes selected by disk 
jockey Martin Block. Tentative 


starting date for the NG sponsorship 
is Aug. 14, second anniversary of 
V-J Day. Show presumably will 
have to be shifted to a new time 
come fall, inasmuch as it is occupy- 
ing the “Treasure Hour of Song” 
period. 


Stanza will hypo the Guard's 
recruiting drive, which for some 
time has been plugged via Paul 
Whiteman’'s “Assembly” concerts on 
the ABC network. 


“Block Party” will be hypoed via 
addition of a chorus and guest stars 
as part of a buildup for a National 
Guard recruiting drive slated to tee 
off Sept. 16 for a two-month nation- 
wide run. Guard’s deal on the Mu- 
tual musical stanza, however, is set 
up for one year. Talent costs haven’t 
been definitely determined, accord- 
ing to the agency, but probably will 
run well in excess of $2,500 weekly. 

NG recruiting campaign will seek 
extensive support from broadcasters 
through the airing of courtesy spots, 
special programs, etc. 
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mitting they are still operating in 
the red. 

News of WQQW’s readiness to sell 
leaked out following a vote of the 
six-man board of directors here last 
week, Notices went out to the sta- 
tion’s stockholders and word was 
promptly picked up by the press. 
Result is that, though there is still 
no price set on the station, bids are 
coming in. Stockholders will meet 
Sept. 1 to consider the board action 


and are expected to take the best | 


offer. 
May Not Recoup Losses 
The station reports a total invest- 
ment—including operating losses— 


much through sale. 
The station has drobped its orig- 


inal high-sounding policy of separat- | 


ing all commercials by 15-minute 
shows and limiting spots to four an 
hour. Under a vigorous sales and 
promotion campaign sparked by new 
sales chief Mort Nusbaum, the sta- 
tion also dropped its taboo on sing- 
ing commercials and is now Selling 
commercial shows back-to-back with 


|'no double spots and a limit on one- | 


minute on all plugs. 

Station won fame as a Blue Book 
operation by virtue of fact that man- 
ager Edward Brecher was one of the 


|authors of the FCC report. 


Station’s Hooper has always been 


near the bottom, but WQQW prob- | 


ably has a bigger file of fan letters 
than most other daytimers in the 
area. An American University sur- 
vey pegs its audience at 49,000 D. C. 
families. 


Wanted More Classical Music 


An analysis by National Analysts, 
Ine. found WQQW’s small audience 
among the  upper-income-bracket 
and best educated D. C. groups— 
neither of which has put the station 
in the black, This study polled 1,100 
listeners who had written the sta- 
tion and found that most wanted 
more rather than less classical music 
on WQQW. They also turned thumbs 
down on the jazz now aired by the 
station, 


All of which goes to show that if 
minority tastes are to be adequately 
served in radio, it takes plenty of 
dough and savvy on the management 
end of listeners themselves have 
to ante up. And that kind of radio 
has not made its appearance here 
yet. 





WFAX 
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can use the former for fax while 
airing sound on the latter, 


Industry hopes that the FCC will 
set fax standards by fall. Meantime, 
FM broadeasters have permission to 
use their wavebands for fax trans- 
missions, 


WQXQ will be the first to receive 
the GE equipment. The Miami 
Herald, one of a score of news- 
papers ooperating with Hogan’s 
Radio Inventions, Inc., the Faximile 
development, is anxious to get into 
operation and will be one of the 
first following WQXQ to get a trans- 
mitter and test receivers. 

Cost to an FM broadcaster of get- 
ting on the air with fax is placed at 
the moment at approximately $10,- 
000, Present cost of receivers is 
about $500-$600. All of these costs 
will drop as production increases. 





Airing of Race Info: 


NAB Code May Nix It 


Washington, July 22. 

Whether the Federal Trade Com. 
mission should assume jurisdiction 
over race-information broadcasts 
which might be regarded as “unfair 
competition” was hashed over in a 
closed meeting of the FCC and FTC 
general counsels here last Friday 
(18). National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 
|code committee, meanwhile, pre. 
pared today (Tugs.) to vote on 
| whether to write into its new code a 
|}sanction against broadcasts of odds 
| and prices paid at racetracks, on the 
assumption that such _ programs 
| could be used by bookies and num- 
| bers racketeers for illegal purposes 
Question assumes importance in 
| view of the fact that four D. C. sta- 
'tions are now broadcasting racing 
info, the most recent addition being 
| WOL, Mutual network station here. 
| It’s believed stations elsewhere will 
jturn to such audience-pulling shows 
wherever the going gets rough. FCC 
has urged FTC to invoke its statute 
against the shows, and NAB, which 
| questions FCC’s authority here, also 
| prefers to have the FTC wield the 
stick. 





| 

| Argument is made that FTC can 
|}move quickly wherever it. is shown 
'that the broadcasts constitute an un- 
|fair trade practice, FCC has author- 
ity where?the shows are clearly used 
for illegal purposes but can act only 
when the offending station’s license 
|comes up for renewal. 


FTC has before it a complaint filed 
by WWDC, local indie, against race 
shows carried by WGAY, Silver 
Spring, Md. WWDC broadcasts rac- 
ing info but not prices. WEAM, 
Arlington, Va., started a racing stint 
early this summer, but tries not to be 
on the air fizst with the prices. 
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Writer Sues to Establish Alleged 
Authorship of Revived ‘Kissing Now’ 





Suit to establish alleged author- 
ship rights to the song, 3 I Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her Now,” was filed 
yesterday (22) by composer Haroid 
Orlob in N. , supreme court 
against Joe E. Howard listed as 
composer of the song; its publishers, 
E. B. Marks, Charles K. Harris and 
Jerry Vogel, who co-own the copy- 
right renewal, and 20th-Fox, pro- 
ducer of the film of the same title. 
Because of the pic the song has 
been geiting a revival plug. 

Orlob seeks to recover interest in 
the melody of the standard and to 


have himself recognized as its com- | 


poser. He seeks no damages or an 
injunction against the film, et al., 
but a simple declaration of rights. 

.Orlob asserts that between 1905 
and 1910 he worked for Howard, 
then a producer and vaude perform- 
er, composing songs which he turned 
over to Howard. Among, some 100 
tunes written under this arrange- 
ment was the tune in dispute, which 
subsequently was handed by How- 
ard to lyricists Will M. Hough and 
Frank R. Adams (they are not listed 
as defendants), and the finished 
song was thereafter used in the 
show, “The Prince of Tonight,” with 
Howard sharing author credit with 
Hough and Adams. 

Asserting in his action that it is 
common knowledge in the music 
business that he is the actual writer 
of the melody, Orlob cites dates and 
places wherein Howard is said to 
have admitted to witnesses that Or- 
tob was the composer of “Kissing.” 
He claims he is suffering in his pro- 
fessional standing due to the wide 
circulation given Howard’s name as 
the song’s composer. 


Det. Symph Head Set 
To Dispute Booking 
Tactics of CCI, NCAC 


Detroit, July 22. 

Henry H. Reichhold, multi-mil- 
lionaire chemical magnate and 
music lover, has declared open war 
on what he calls the “ruinous tac- 
tics of established New York concert 
bureaus.” He has formed his own 
concert booking agency. 

Reichhold, president of the De- 
troit Symphony and owner of the 
Music Hall here, admitted that his 
fight with Columbia Concerts, Inc., 
and the National Concert and Artists 
Corporation, is due to his decision 
to *his refusal to yield’ to what 
amounts to an artistic dictatorship. 
These bureaus are withholding from 
the Music Hall top artists whom I 
would have gladly signed to appear 
with the.symiphony,” Reichhold said. 

Reichhold says: 

“First, I don’t like and refuse to 
accept ‘package deals’ whéreby, in 
order to get one artist we want, 
we're forced to engage two or three 
others we don’t want and who don’t 
fit in with plans we have for the 
symphony season. Secondly, I re- 
sent the practice of making the mid- 
dle west and other areas pay 
through the nose for artists who 
play for peanuts in New York and 
other eastern cultural centers.” 

He declared that Columbia and 
NCAC, to build up the reputations 
ef their artists, book them with the 
New York Philharmonic, the Boston 
Symphony and other major -orches- 
tras for a fraction of the fee de- 
manded from Detroit, Indianapolis, 
Chicago and other western cities. 


Reichhold is confident. He says 





his org will go to Europe, too, if | | 
lorganized. Jack Mills, firm's head | 


necessary, and bring in fresh talent 
for buildup. “We've got a record 
company (VOX),.which soon will be 
Producing recordings of our sym- 
phony and our recitalists on low- 


cost unbreakable records. And we've | 


got a chemical company that will 
make the plastics for the records.” 

“We're bringing in excellent art- 
ists for whom I need to offer no 
apologies,” he said. “I recognize 
that our transition from big-name 
stars has been a bit abrupt, but it’s 
a step that we had to make in order 
to begin building up a more free 


and @ More brilliant musical center 
in Detroit.” 





Julie Loesch, Hollywood rep for 
Mood Music (Shapiro-Bernstein sub- 
sid), is being “replaced by Jose 
Granson. Granson was replaced as 
West Coast rep of Shapiro-Bernstein 
Music only two weeks ago by Sam- 


my Friedman, who shifted from 
Leéds, 


How About Sunday? 


Hollywood, July 22. 
James C. Petrillo, president of 
| American Federation of Musicians, 
| has ruled that no union effort will be 
expended to get film producers to 
time studio musicians’ chores so all 
may be free to attend Local 47 gener- 
al membership meetings, held after- 





{noon of fourth Monday of each 
month. 

Contingent of film musicians, after 
repeatedly taking matter to J. W. 


| Gillette, international studio rep for 
'the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, who continually nixed bid, 

finally insisted that he. contact 
| Petrillo, 

Windjammers claim few have been 
able to attend afternoon meetings due 
to work calls and hence are missing 
out on voting on Local 47 legislation. 


Promotion Stunts 


On Dorothy Shay 
Hit a New High 


One of the wildest set of exploita- 
tion and promotion ideas’ ever 
promulgated to push an artist and 
her recordings gets going tomorrow 
(Thursday) at Flat River, Mo., in 
behalf of Dorothy Shay, the “Park 
Avenue Hillbilly,” and her Columbia 
disks of “Fightin’, Feudin’ and 
Fussin’” and “Flat River, Mo.” Miss 
Shay, instead of taking a vacation 
before heading for Europe soon, goes 
to the small town to participate in 
“Dorothy Shay Day,” which actually 
has been declared a holiday by the 
town. 

Here are some of the gags de- 
veloped: “Presidential” procession 
from St. Louis (train) to Flat River, 
68 miles away, with trooper escorts, 
mayor, etc. Sky-writing of singer's 
name above the town. Luncheon and 
dinner affairs. KMOX, St. Louis, 
special events broadcast, film trail- 
ers, plus a flock of other stunts. 

Columbia Records is in the thing 
with both feet, spending over $1,000 
and sending promotion reps. out 
from N. Y. It also is shipping a wire 
recorder crew to record everything 
for dubbing later for the use of disk 
jockeys. Company’s distributors also 
have spotted albums for sale in 
every.store in the town regardless 
of type. 

Payoff came, however, when some 
150 wires to disk jockeys, etc., ad- 
vising of the shindig were filed for 
dispatch from the town, for the 
benefit of the dateline. It seems the 
wireless operator in Flat River is 
the agent of a qne-lung railroad. He 
almost ran the filer of 150 individual 
wires out of town on the business 
end of a gun. And the wires are still 
reaching addressees though they 
were filed last week. 


Mills Music Plans 











branch under the 





|said he expects to sail for Lon- 
don July 30 to lay operational plans 
for the new setup. 





late a professional staff and there's 
|, possibility the British eompany 
|may also represent other American 
pubs. Formation of the London 
branch was considered for years, 
Mills disclosed, but the war delayed 


its establishment. Last spring his 
brother, Irving, laid the ground- 
work on a brief visit to Britain. 


According to prexy Mills the new 
office will act as a liaison between 
Lawrence Wright and other pub- 
lishers who already represent varl- 
ous portions of the Mills catalog. 

E. H. Morris, Irving Berlin and 


established London offices, all in 
conjunction with British firms. 





| hue’s, Mountain View, N. J. Opens 
Friday (25) for 16 weeks. 


King-McCormack to Hook 
Up for RCA-Victor Album 


Chicago, July 22, 

Album by Wayne King’s orchestra 
and Franklyn McCormack will be 
cut in August for release this spring 
by RCA-Victor. Package will fol- 
low format established on McCor- 
mack’s radio program, “Book of 
Memories.” 

King will do the background mu- 
sic and McCormack will recite the 
poetry. Both poetry and music have 
been submitted and okayed for cut- 
ting. 





| 
| 


| 


Mills Musie will open a London | of one-niters up the Coast. 
management of | 
vet British music man H. G. Wat- | 
kins. As yet Mills Music, Ltd., the | 
new subsidiary has not been fully | for a stand at the Hotel Pennsyl- 


Upon Mills’ arrival he may formu- | 


Leeds are other U. S. pubs who have | 


Leo Pieper orchestra set at Dono- \cleffed a tune about the 





Philly Click Club's 


Top Salary Policy 


Stirs Resentment 


Click Club, Philadelphia, probably 
the only remaining warborn name 


| band nitery in the country that ad- 


heres to paying the sort of prices 
established by the defunct 400 Club, 
and Aquarium, New York, has a 
very powerful lineup of bands set 
to start its fall season. Meanwhile, 
however, operators of spots in other 
parts of the country are not very 
partial to the Click’s salary disburse- 
ments. They feel that the prices it 
is paying are helping in a large 
measure to sustain a wartime salary 
level for the top names, which they 
can ill afford. 

Click has Desi Arnaz due in Aug. 
21 for two weeks, Tex Beneke for 
four days opening Aug. 28, Elliot 
Lawrence following for one week, 
then Sammy Kaye on Sept. 29 for 
one, Harry James Nov. 24 for two 
and Xavier Cugat. Cugat’s opening 
date isn’t set. Salaries being paid 
all the above are being kept care- 
fully under cover, but they’re said 
to be substantial. James is return- 
ing to the spot en the basis of the 
business he did over the July 4 
weekend, when he was paid a 
claimed $7,500 for three days. Click, 
incidentally, gives no _ percentage 
deals, but does come up with bonuses 
if biz is exceptional. 


Sammy Kaye, MCA Sue 
St. Louis Promoter 
For $3,900 Salary 


St. Louis, July 22. 

Sammy Kaye, dance maestro, and 
the Music Corp. of America last 
week filed suit in St. Louis Circuit 
against Sam D’Agostino, westend 
dance promoter, for $3,900. Sum is 
unpaid balance alleged to be due on 
ia one-nighter contract. 

Petition charges that D’Agostino 
promised to pay $7,500 for Kaye and 
his band for three appearances here 
and one each in Terre Haute and 
Evansville, Ind., during July, 1946 
It is alleged that D’Agostino has only 
paid $3,600 and has refused to fork 
over the rest. 





STAN KENTON DUE TO 
RESUME WORK SEPT. 15 


Hollywood, July 22. 














Stan Kenton will reorganize his 
‘orchestra and hit the road again 
about Sept. 15. Fully recovered in 


: *;° poten following a physical break- 
ritis ranc | down in April, the batoneer will re- 
} 


| form here and resume via a string 
General 
Artists Corp. then route him 
east, and agency already is pitching 


will 


vania, N. Y., which the band was 
supposed to have played last fall, 
but withdrew from voluntarily. 

Most of Kenton’s original sidemen 
will be back, with possible exception 
| of Vido Musso, who may again try a 
crew of his own. It is doubtful that 
chirp June Christy will return, since 
| she has been getting $600 weekly as 
|a single, to which she turned when 
| Kenton disbanded. That figure about 
| trebles what she got with the orch, 
land as both Kenton and Miss Christy 
|are handled by Carlos Gastel, the 
| manager easily can arrange the mat- 
ter. Also, Miss Christy is out on 
her own as a singer with Capitol 
Records, and Gastel envisions build- 


| 


ality. 


Sid Bakal, formerly with the Wil- |annual convention, set for Sept. 14) the body 
gorether with |at Atlantic City, there isn’t much Cemetery, Brooklyn. 


lliam Morris agency. 
| Michey Catamas. Coast songwriter, 
Dodgers, titled “Those Great Big 
| Beautiful Bums.” 


ling the thrush into a singie-o person- | 





False Pretenses 
Pittsburgh, July 22. 
Jim Jam Trio, booked into Oasis 


substitutes for men who regularly 
make up the threesome, and unit 
was promptly cancelled out after 


the first night. Management agreed 
at least to give them a hearing, but 
was dissatisfied with the results. 


As a result, Oasis was without a 
combo for its Tropical Bar for sev- 
eral days, so Red Ketter, playing for 
dancing in an adjoining room, quick- 
ly organized a trio from his unit and 
doubled. 


AFM Biding Time 
On Form B Action 
Pending D.C. Edict 


Chicago, July 22. 
Executives and attorneys of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
met here at the Blackstone hotel !ast 





It’s claimed nothing was arrived at 
pending further word from the U. S. 
Treasury Department, with whom 
union attorneys have met since 
the high court decision, and that 
there will be another meeting on 
policy following work from the D.C. 
coin gang. 

Meet was attended by president 
James C. Petrillo, attorneys Joseph 
Padway and Wilson, Rex Riccardi 
and Clair Meeder of the New York 
national headquarters, plus the en- 
tire executive board. They decided 
that any move in the direction of the 
elimination of Form B, which, inci- 
dentally, was off as of July 1 last, 


Meanwhile, the AFM men came up 
with two suggestions for the pro- 


will be forced to pay the employer's 
share of social security and unem- 
ployment taxes for the musicians 
they hire. One was to raise leader 


they will have to pay the Treasury; 
the second was to add a flat 5% to 
the contract price of a band to cover 
the added expense. 


Insofar as the standby situation 
was concerned, the mén in meet 
agreed that this was one restriction 
of the recently promulgated Taft- 
Hartley bill with which they were 
in accord. National office of the 
AFM never liked the forcing of 
standby rules on band buyers (these 
make it mandatory upon the buyer 
of a “travelling” band to pay salar- 
ies commensurate with the number 
'of men in the secured combo to 
|}members of the AFM local within 
| whose jurisdiction the band is put to 
|work) and is assertedly glad it’s 
knocked out. Standby rules are en- 
tirely the doings of individual lo- 
| cals. 





ASCAP to Step Up 
Radio Pact Talks 


American Society 
Authors and Publishers and repre- 
|sentatives of radio will soon quicken 





ithe pace of negotiations to develop, 


'a new contract, which, when it is 


finally set up, is expected to take the | 


|place of the current agreement, | 
iwhich expires the end of 1949. | 
| There has been a lull in talks be- 
itween the committees representing | 
| both factions and the sub-committees 
|named to look into certain phases of 
|the new contract, notably television, 
;due to the fact that the summer 
‘vacations have kept executives out 
‘of cifculation. 

But since it is iniended to have a 
idraft of a new contract ready for 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 


itime left. As a result, radio people | 


j}heads arrange to resume meetings 


as soon as possible. \ 


last week, arrived in town with two, 


Wednesday and Thursday (16-17) to | 
determine the AFM’s course follow- | 
ing the recent outlawing of the Form | 
B blank by the U. S. Supreme Court. | 


will await word from the Treasury. | 


tection of leaders who in the future | 


scales only enough to cover the sums | 


of Composers, 


Bandsmen Await U. S. Directive 
On Form B Wiping 


Slate Clean 


Washington, July 22. 

| Treasury Department is expected 
| io issue a directive within the next 
; week or so which will govern the 
‘behavior of the American Federae 
tion of Musicians, band agencies, 
bandleaders and others caught iff 
the squeeze of the recent reversal by 
the U. S. Supreme Court of the 
AFM’s Form B contract. 

Form B, put into effect almost 
10 years ago, cited the user of a 
band, not its leader, as the employer 
of the musicians and made him re- 
sponsible for withholding Social Se- 
curity and unemployment taxes. 
Most band buyers have for years ob- 
jected to its terms but could de 
nothing until the Crystal Ballroom, 
Ia., began suit and won out in Sue 
preme Court after a victory and re- 
versal by state courts. 

Paper the Treasury is developing 
is expected to advise that ballroom, 
hotel and other band buyers who 
have been considering, or who 
already have moved to sue the 
Treasury for reimbursement of 
| the protested taxes, will recover 
| them without argument. Plus which 

and this is the important angle in- 
sofar as the band business is con- 
cerned—the Treasury does not an- 
| ticipate dunning bandleaders ‘or the 
sums returned to operators. It’s ex- 
| pected that the slate will be wiped 
clean—with everyone starting from 
scratch. 

Latter angle was the biggest fear 
among maestroes and their aecount- 
ants. It was felt that if and when 
employers for whom they worke 
under Form B sued and recovered 
the disputed taxes that the Treasury 
might dun them for coin. Since 
many leaders had never anticipated 
a reversal of Form B and did not put 
| sums comparable to those paid un- 
der protest by buyers into escrow 
| (as others did) they figured to be 
‘badly hurt financially if the Treas- 
ury forced them to cough up. 
| Treasury is assertedly taking the 
forgiving attitude on the disputed 
coin on the theory that the mixup 
| involving Form B was partially its 
| own fault. It has always backed the 
| terms of the AFM’s contract blank 
| whereas the Internal Revenue De- 
| partment had always opposed. 


Walter Donaldson Dies 
At 54; Turned Out String 
Of Hits Spanning 30 Yrs. 


| Walter Donaldson, 54, one of the 
trade’s outstanding songwriters, died 
last Tuesday (15) in Santa Monica, 
Cal., after an illness which kept him 
under physician’s care for more than 
a year. His death quickly followed a 
relapse from a liver ailment which 
;had come close to causing his death 
almost a year ago. 

Donaldson, the son of a musie 
teacher, was born in Brooklyn. He 

wrote his first song, “We'll Have a 
Jubilee In My Kentucky Home,” in 
| 1915 when he was 19 and thereafter 
collaborated with some of the best 
lyric writers available to the musie 
industry to turn out a string of hits 
that have since become “standards.” 
He wrote with Gus Kahan and severe 
al other top lyricists, and turned sev- 
eial hundred tunes, the outstanding 
ones including “My Mammy,” “My 
|Blue Heaven,” “My Buddy,” “How 
| You Gonna Keep ’Em Down On the 
|; Farm,” “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby,” 
| ‘Little White Lies,” “(What Can I 
|Say, Dear) After I Say I’m Sorry,” 
“At Sundown,” “Daughter of Rosie 
, O'Grady,” “Good Night, A Thousand 
Goodnights,” “I Wonder Where My 
Baby Is Tonight,” “Carolina In the 
| Morning” and many others. 

Donalds#h at one time became & 
music publisher, forming Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble. Firm stayed in 
business 10 years and the catalog 
subsequently was sold to Mills Musie, 
He held an “AA” rating in the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, the highest 
rating a writer can achieve. 

In recent years, Donaldson spent 
almost all of his time on the Coast, 
where he turned out tunes for Metro 
and other studios. His home was in 
Santa Monica and services were held 
there last Thursday (17) morning. 
His body was then shipped to 
York where services were 
again held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
yesterday (Tuesday) morning and 
interred at Holy Cross 
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Donaldson is survived by .Mra 


Brooklyn |have been requesting that ASCAP Dorothy Donaldson, from whom he 


was separated in- 1942, 
daughters, 


and two 
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Hollywood, July 22. | 

Martha Tilton’s best record in a 
Jong while couples “All of Me” and 
“Every So Often” (Capitol). She 
sings the first, a 15-year-oldie getting 
@ new plug these days, in a swingin’ 
light tempo that’s extremely effec- 
tive. It may be the Ernie Filice 
background or it may be something 
else, but Miss Tilton here has an ease 
lacking in most of her previous 
work. “Every So Often,” by Harry 
Warren-Johnny Mercer, is a swell 
slow ballad which sounds like a 
hit. Miss Tilton projects it in a way 
that should please its writers and 


= 








Best Bets | 


Ballad—“Every So Often” | 
(Martha Tilton), “Ask Anyone 
Who Knows” (Joe Dosh), “You 
Do” (Margaret Whiting), “What 
Are You Doing New Year’s Eve?” 
(Art Lund), and “Don’t Tell Me” 
(Tony Martin), 

Dance—“I Wonder Who’s Kiss- 
ing Her Now” (Ray Noble), “The 
Echo Said, No” (Elliott, Law- 
rence), “When the Summer Is 
Gone” and “Without Music” 
(Tex Beneke), “Fine Thing” 
(Charlie Spivak), and “What 
Are You Doing New Year’s 
Eve?” (Kay Kyser). 

Novelty—“That’s What” (King 
Cole Trio). 

Hillbilly — “Dangerous 
Grounds” (Jimmy Lawson), 











Mewensos 


audiences. Here, as on the backside, | 
there is none of the straining which | 
flawed many of her past records. 
Subdued accompaniment is by the 
Filice group. If “Every So Often” | 
makes the grade as a tune, you can 
look for this to click on the jukes. 

Vaughn Monroe also revives “AH 
ef Me” (Victor) this semester. He | 
sings it a yood deal more slowly | 
than Miss Tilton and, for us any- | 
way, not so well. Monroe’s Wurlit- 
zer draw should do business for it, 
however. On‘the other side, he sings | 
“In Dreams I Kiss -Your Hand, | 
Madam,” from Bing Crosby’s “The | 
Emperor Waltz.” Taking it at a 
moderate tempo, he manages to get | 
a lot of value out of the lyric. Both | 
faces are vocals with subdued band | 
accompaniments. 

King Cole’s singing is right up 
our alley. He doesné let down in 
either “That’s What” or “Naughty 
Angeline,” which constitute his 
latest Capitol. “That’s What” is 
Primarily one long scat vocal by 
Cole. Race locations will eat it up. 
On the other side, “Naughty Ange- 
line” is at a medium tempo. Tune 
is good and might build. If so, this 
is the preferred version. 


Joe Dosh, the young man who 
used to be identified merely as “Joe” 
when he sang on The Hit Parade, 
eontinues to sound more like Sinatra 
than Sinatra does. On a new Con- 
tinental he does “Apple Blossom | 
Wedding” and “Ask Anyone Who | 
Knows,” “Apple” we do not order; | 








“Ask Anyone Who Knows,” how- | 


ever, has a lot on the ball. Dosh 


interprets it just about as Sinatra | 
would. Which, to us, does not seem | 


bad. Justin Store batons the accom- 
panying orchestra. 
eoin-box possibilities, 

Ray Noble (or somebody who 
works for him) has a lot of in- 
ventiveness. His “Linda” had a 
pretty good switch that didn’t hurt 
sales a bit. Same thing holds true 
of his Columbia of “I Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now.” Taken at a 
danceable tempo, it has a vocal by 
The Sportsmen, the quartet which 
appeared with Jack enny last 
season. They cut up comedy touches 
which make this treatment a little 
bit different. 
for the nickelodeons. So, if to a 
lesser extent, is the backing, “April 
Showers,” which starts slowly and 


| 
then doubles time. Snooky Lanson | 
sings along with The Sportsmen— | 

' 


and quite engagingly too. 


Elliot Lawrence also provides Co- 


lumbia with a potential winner this | 
week. His treatment of “The Echo 
Said No” is a pleasant combination 


of novelty and melodiousness which | 


should bring nickels. We don’t know 
whether or noi ihere’s any signifi- 
cance to the incident, but during 
a 10-minute breather in Albuquer- 
que last week, we observed several 
Indians sitting contentedly outside 
a music store from which blared 
forth this face. They seemed pretty 
satisfied by Rosalind Patton's vocal. 
We think they showed excellent 
taste. Backing the “Echo” is “As 


Jocks, Jukes.and Disks 


By George Frazier 


|The Campus Kids. 


This face has) 


We think it’s a cinch | 








Years Go By,” based on Brahms’ 
“Hungarian Dance No. 4” and 
featured in “Song of Love.” Tune 
is pleasant enough and Jack Hunter 


sings it agreeably, but the face lacks | 


the resourcefulness of “The Echo 
Said No.” 
Margaret Whiting does one of her 


father’s tunes, “My Future Just 
Passed,” and a new number, “You 
Do,” on her latest Capitol. She 


handles “Future” with considerable 
feeling, but we wish she and Frank 
DeVol had taken it at a _ brisker 
tempo. Their version has a tendency 


to drag. “You Do,” an extract from 
“Mother Wore Tights,” strikes us as 
by far the better face. If the 


number gets any kind of exploita- 
tion, the Whiting treatment will be 
a buffalodeon favorite. 

Tex Beneke’s “When the Summer 
Is Gone” and “Without Music” (Vic- 
ter) should do quite nicely with the 
younger set. “Summer,” if no wow, 
is a nice slow tune with a yearning 


quality that has vast appeal. It’s 
sung by Gary Stevens and The 
Moonlight Serenaders. “Without 


Music,” which is faster, features the 
latter group. There’s nothing es- 
pecially distinctive about either face, 
but they. both exhibit taste and an 
ability to furnish a danceable beat. 

Jimmy Lawson is Columbia’s en- 


|try in the hillbilly field this week. 


His “Some Folks Call It Texas” cuts 
no swath with us, but the reverse, 
“Dangerous Ground,” has a lot to 
recommend it. A moralizing num- 
ber, it is sung with casual masculin- 


| ity by Lawson. 


Kay Kyser’s three-ring circus try 
“On the Old Spanish Trail” and 
“What Are You Doing New Year’s 
Eve?” on Columbia. Vocals in both 
instances are by Harry Babbitt and 
“Spanish Trail” 
is the sort of sagebrush sophistry 
that certain people will find a peachy 
face. More to our fancy is “What 
Are You Doing New Year’s Eve?”, 
a good tune with an intelligent lyric. 

Kyser performs it danceably and 
with plenty of showmanship. Both 
are juke sides. 


Wax Facts 


‘Tony Martin sings two slow bal- 
lads, “You’re Not So Easy to Forget” 
and “Don’t Tell Me” (Victor) in a 
boudoir voice that. should entice 
sales. Victor Young and a vocal 








Suggested Programs 


“The Echo Said No”—Elliott 
Lawrence (Columbia). 

“Say It Simple”’—Jack Teagar- 
den (Victor). 

“Lady. Be Good’—Ella Fitz- 
gerald (Decca). 

“One O'Clock Jump”—Harry * 
James (Columbia). 

“Avril Showers”—Al Jolson 
and Guy Lombardo (Columbia). 

“Feudin’ ’n’ Fightin’ ’’—Geor- 
gia Gibbs (Majestic). 

“Blue -Book Boogie’—Jessie 
Price ‘Capitol). 


Program No. 2 

“Anything You Can Do I Can 
Do Better’—Ethel Merman and 
Ray Middleton (Decca). 

“You Go to My Head”’—Frank 
Sinatra (Columbia), 

“The Japanese Sandman”’— 
Paul Whiteman (Victor), 

“Timtayshun” — Red 
(Capitol). 

“You Do”’—Vic Damone (Mer- 
cury). 

“Brazil”—Xavier .Cugat (Col- 
umbia). 

“Sugar’—Jimmy MacPartland 
(Decca) 


Program No. 3 

“Tea for Two”—Dinah Shore 
and Frank Sinatra (Columbia). 

“Drop Me Off at Harlem”— 
Duke Ellington (Brunswick). 
| “Isn’t It a Pity?”—George By- 
;} ron (General). 

“Marie’—Tommy Dorsey (Vic- 
tor). 

“A Faded Summer Love”’— 
Bing Crosby (Brunswck). 

“I Guess I'll Have to Change 
My Plens”’ — Johnny. Mercer 
(Capitol). 

“St. Louis Blues”—Louis Arm- 
strong (Okeh). 


Ingle 











group back him up. Of the two faces, 
“Don't Tell Me” (from “The Huck- 
sters”) is the sounder bet... 
Charlie Spivak’s “Fine Thing” 
(Victor) is a good job. Played ata 
moderate tempo, it has an agreeable 
vocal by Tommy Mercer. We were 
unimpressed by 
Rocks at the Devil,” the other side... 


“Stop Throwin’ | 


Art Lund, MGM label’s strongest 
asset, teams with Johnny Thompson 
and his band in a bracketing of 
“What Are You Doing New Year’s 
Eve?” and “Naughty Angeline.” 
These interpretations of two poten- 
tially-hit numbers should keep him 
among the top sellers. You will 
notice that we carefully sidesteppéd 
any discussion of their intrinsic 
merit. After all, if people think Art 
Lund is great, this is what they de- 
serve. 








Rainbow’s Pix Technique 
Applied to Exploitation 
On New ‘Romeo’ Album 


Rainbow Records, New York indie 
disk label set up earlier this year 
by Harry Fromkes and Herb Hend- 
ler, applied a new technique last 
week to the marketing of their new 
“Romeo Loves Juliet” album. Tak- 
ing a page from the methods infre- 
quently used by picture distributors 
in saturating the country with prints 
of new films, such as was done with 
“Duel in the Sun,” Rainbow applied 
the technique to the exploiting of 
the album. 

Company set last Thursday (17) 
as “D Day.” It shipped in advance 
more than 500 vinylite-disk albums 
to record jockeys and followed up 
with wires to each requesting that the 
album be performed on their shows 
starting as of midnight (17). Com- 
pany received affirmative answers 
from more than 60% and feels that 
a better percentage was achieved 
via jockeys .who didn’t bother an- 
swering. 

At any rate, the recordings in the 
album hit major and minor cities 
and disk stations all over the coun- 
try on the same day, providing a 
sort of “saturation” idea in exploita- 
tion. It was deemed successful in 
making a large slice of the record- 
buying public aware of the album, 
which consists of original tunes writ- 
ten for an idea by Hendler and Larry 
Clinton, arranger and former band- 
leader. 


WAYNE KING PLANS 
SEPT. CONCERT TOUR 


Chicago, July 22. 

A six- to seven-week concert tour 
of one-nighters is skedded for Wayne 
King’s orchestra beginning Sept. 
20th. King will feature a company 
of about 30 persons, including an 18- 
piece orchestra, mixed chorus of 
eight, two soloists and a dance team. 

Entire tour will be definitely a 
concert stint except for four or five 
college play dates where orchestra 
will follow concert with short period 
of dance music. 


Arch Oboler Signs For 
3 Decca Dramat Albums 


Arch Oboler, radio’s dramatist, 
signed a contract with Decca Rec- 
ords last week to pen and direct the 
making of three drama _ albums. 
First cutting, entitled “This Lonely 
Heart,” will spotlight Bette Davis in 
an adaptation of the story o* Tschai- 
kowsky and Madame Von Meck. 
Others will be titled, “Bill of Rights” 
and “The Living Book.” Former will 
be done in cooperation with the 
U. S. Government's “Freedom 
Train” series. “Living Book” will 
dramatize incidents from the Bible. 
* Victor Young, at the heim of a 
concert orchestra, will background 
all three books. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending July 10 47) 
London, July 11. 














OVNI Eo sk cs oh econ Wright 
Ga if Calta... Ss . Feldman 
People Will Say....... Chappell 
A Little Tenderness. ...Connelly 
eee Rye Southern 


Sun in the Morning. ...Chappell 


Time After Time... .E. H. Morris 
Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
Old Spanish Trail...... Maurice 
How Lucky You Are....Kassner 
Heartaches ............ Connelly 
April Showers......... Chappell 


Second 12 


Rainy Night in Rio....Feldman 
Dear Old Donegal........ Leeds 
You Went Away....Box & Cox 
Oh Beautiful Morning. .Chappell 
WORTUTICG = iis Sossccesicc: Ricordi 
Violetta ... i 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
i, Keith Prowse 
| It’s Never Too Late. .Strauss«M. 





Gm Mat F D0. 6s 5 vise. Feldman 
| Linda oc ccsecccesewwew-Wworld 
| All Over Again..... Seecss eae 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{ Harmonicats ....Vitacoustics 

* [Three Suns...........Victor 
{ Martha Tilton.......Capitot 

{ Tony Pastor...., --Columbia 


3. Chi Baba, Chi Baba (8) (Oxford)...... cane ee er 
eee ee ees at -M 


1, Peg O’ My Heart (9) (Robbins)....... 


2. I Wonder, I Wonder (6) (Robbins).,, 


4. That's My Desire (15) (Mills)........., | Rrankie Laine. .... .Mercury 
| Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
5. Across Alley From Alamo (11) (Capitol) } Mills Bros... ..... ... ee 


) Woody Herman. .--Columbia 


6. Red Stocking, Green Pe'’re (6) (Morris). | Ray McKinley... Majestic 
| Tony Pastor.......Columbia 


7. When Were Sweet 16 (3) (Shapiro-B).. Perry Como.......... Victor 
8. Mam’selle (8) (Feist) ...:..:.s..ee-06. ae tenes Sree 
4 eeeere++eeess -G-M 
9. Sunday Kind of Love (12) (Maurice)... fp theme th eae 
- --CLOlump!a 
10. Temptation <1)" (Bobbins). ..........c0 Ingle-Stafford....... Capitol 
Coming Up 
Feudin’ and Fightin’ (Chappell)....... ; Dorothy Shay..... Columbia 
: { Bing Crosby... .......Decca 
Tallahassee (Famous).....ccscoes seeeeeees ) Mercer-Pied Pipers .Capitol 
i § Jo Stafford.......... Capitol 
Ivy (Burke-VH) ...cccc-ccrcovcee *eeeeee-* ) Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
As Long As I’m Dreaming (Burke-VH).... | deci demas sna pe arin 
Midnight Masquerade EP. Tess aia eee bee ne Mg tart Bee ag 
Smoke, Smoke, Smoke (American)......... Tex Williams........Capitol 
Stella By Starlight (Beverly)...... eeceere Sade: Seagiate Se gaat nee 
[t's Same Old Dream (Sinatra)......... «es Tommy Dorsey.... ..Victor 
a P { Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
E WREE VE CATER) « fas ie code cess cees ***** ) Louis Armstrong... ..Victor 
My Heart Is a Hobo (Burke-VH)..... 04d6, a ones: 7 Pa here 
Dreams Are Dime Dozen (Criterion)....... Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
Old Devil Moon (Crawford)........... mays reg oleoraagd — 
After Graduation Day (T. B. Harms)...... Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
When I Write My Song (Exclusive)........ Herb Jeffries......Exclusive 
MICE AMEIEOIEY 6b vast soaces can eness ena Charlie Spivak....<. Victor 


Ask Anyone Who Knows (Witmark) Margaret Whiting....Capitol 


I Wonder Who's Kissing Her (E. B. Marks). Perry Como.......... Victor ~ 
GOe: tee CMRORTISO) oii ds oc ireds ns Segee Danny Kaye..........Decca 
Je Vous Aime (Crawford)........eseeee+-2 Andy Russell........Capitol 
Lady From 29 Palms (Martin)..... océcoeens: SUG Battin. ici... Victor 
ee { Dick Jurgens......Columbia 
Come to Mardi Gras (Southern)...... cooee* ) Three Suns ......<... Siaker 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


General Amusement Corp. is receiving a number of calls for copies of 
a pamphlet developed recently by its one-night booker, Howard Sinnott, 
titled, “How To Promote a Name Band.” Covering 16 pages of normal- 
sized 8x10 paper, the compilation, gotten together by Sinnott after months 
of work, is a clear course of procedure for the tyro promoter in staging a 
dance. It was written when it was found that so many inexperienced 
promoters were coming into the field who knew nothing at all about the 
basic problems of staging, promotion, ete. Another item which caused 
Sinnott to compile the book was his visiting’ of various one-night pro- 
moters in the eastern area and his noticing that one promoter used ideas 
and promotion gimmicks that another hadn’t thought of and vice versa. 
He began operating as a clearing house for these ideas and subsequently 
hit on the printed compilation of as many of them as possible, intertwined 
with standard promotion practices. : P 





Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., being run on lease from the 
Westchester Park Commission by maestro Shep Fields, has been having 
difficulties that haven’t helped the ‘spot’s season. One evening during the 
July 4 holiday weekend a fire developed under the bandstand and a week 
ago Saturday night (12) a short circuit doused the spot’s lights at 9:15, 
and they weren't repaired until almost closing time. Fire was caused by 
hot pipes being too close to wood, a condition that had existed for years 
without incident. Short caused the blowing of a fuse in a box somewhere 
on the island itself (spot is on Glen Island, hence the name) and the dif- 
ficulty couldn’t be found until next day. Meanwhile candles were used on 
each table and at 1 a.m. a portable generator from nearby Fort Slocum 
finally was hooked into the building's wiring. By then it was too late. 





Executives of American Federation of Musicians, Local 47, are being 
plagued again by the appointment of union firebrands to Central Labor 
Council. Seems appointees are from among the late and unlamented Union 
Activities Committee, which all last year raised hob with 47 brass and 
which also went over local heads to president James C. Petrillo on film 
studio problems. 


Unthinkingly, union toppers named troublesome members to CLC and 
now have them back on their hands as a semi-organized group about which 
little can be done. Petrillo has ruled against intra-organization cliques, 
committees, ete., but official status of new CLC group lends immunity 
that is now being employed to harass board meetings. and union heads 
with suggestions, resolutions, etc. 





Tommy Dorsey's 96-foot yacht, the “Sentimentalist.” is currently on its 
way up the inland waterway to New York, major domoed by George 
Marlo. When it arrives the boat will be anchored off City Island, N. 2 
(Dorsey is a member of City Island Yacht Club.) Since Dorsey swapped 
his 40-foot Consolidated cruiser and some $30,000 for the larger ex-Walter 
P. Chrysler boat, it has been in drydock in Florida. Originally, Dorsey 
intended having it go through the Panama Canal to Santa Monica, Cal., 


| So he could live on itthrough his current Casino Gardens, Ocean Park, 


Cal., date. Latter closes late in August and the leader will come east, to 
get a few weeks’ use of the ship before starting on a theatre tour some 


time in October. He flew a full crew from N. Y . ce ily 
to bring the boat north. - Y. to Florida, incidentally, 





Fact that Capitol Records did not renew vocalist Matt Dennis when 
baritone’s contract expired recently came as no real surprise. Cap long 
has labored to overcome confliction in public mind over Clark and Matt 
Dennis, both of whom have worked for the label for some time. Recorder 
feund it difficult to pump out publicity that sharply differentiated be- 
tween the two warblers, and there were frequent mixups in handling 
orders from dealers. Cap mrde up its mind after Clark scored solidly 
with reprise of “Peg O' My Heart,” first hit of sizable proportions either 
singer made from the firm. 
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Copyright Snafu 


| Hey, Ruba’ Cries Cosmo Over Tuba’ 


as Decca Moves In 





mo 
mee ‘out of the picture a few 


> aco via a bankruptcy filed by 
sao named by the court to look 
into the firm’s possibilities, is still 
kicking 8 bit via its “Tubby the 
Tuba” album. This album was the 
one item that Cosmo turned out 
in its comparatively brief run that 
a peartion to it. Even the ma- 
iors at various times have tried to 

, ip. 

oe hye rate, Decca Records has 
made its own version of the album, 
with Danny Kaye, and is said to 
be holding up its release pending a 
current court action by George 
Kleininger, writer of the music, and 
Paul Tripp, who penned the story, 
for the recovery from Cosmo of the 
copyright. Decca and the writers 
assume that this suit will be success- 
ful. Cosmo doesn’t think so. 

Kleininger and Tripp are using 
the complaint that Cosmo did not 
live up to the circulation terms of 
the original contract between them 
in an endeavor to regain control of 
the work. This Cosmo again disputes 
and undoubtedly will battle the 
writers’ suit to the finish since the 
“Tubby” album is the most valuable 
item in its catalog and can in some 
measure help reimburse stockhold- 
ers in the defunct venture. 

There are other ramifications. It 
seems that Cosmo’s former operators 
put the “Tubby” album masters up 
as collateral for a loan secured when 
Cosmo needed coin in a hurry. They 
also put up a later album, “Cluny 
the Clown” in a similar deal. 

Now, recording retailers are being 
approached with copies of “Tubby” 
for sale and people formerly con- 
nected with Cosmo feel that they can 
only be bootleg copies. How they 
were made is a question both they 
and the men currently concerned 
with Cosmo’s death throes are try- 
ing to find out. 


Vatican Choir Due To 
Open Tour in N.Y. Aug. 2 


With the arrival of the~ Vatican 
Choir in New York, July 29, group 
starts on a tour of some 99 U. S. and 
Canadian cities, including Honolulu. 





Choristers comprise some 54 voices | 


and are under the direction of Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Licinio Refice. 

Sponsored by an inter-faith com- 
mittee of Protestants, Jews and 
Catholics, the tour will include two 
New York concerts. First is sched- 
uled at the Polo Grounds, Aug. 2, 
while the other is slated for Ebbets 
Field, Brooklyn, Aug 7. Part of the 
entire tour’s proceeds will be ear- 
marked for charity. 


Records, which officially+ 


big league character, based | 


Billy Eckstine Wants No 
Part of Big Band Hassles 


Billy Eckstine, who gave up his 

big band several months back after 
a long hassle with payrolls and 
other worries of the type confront- 
ing all maestros today, isn’t likely 
|to reorganize. He’s going to con- 
tinue working as a single, he says, 
and won’t even form a small combo 
|'to work behind him, as he did in 
| Hollywood recently. Eckstine is 
/now at the Onyx Club, N. Y. 
On M-G-M Records, Eckstine will 
| work with background combos sup- 
| plied and conducted by the firm's 
| musical directors. He made disks 
|in Hollywood recently with Sonny 
| Burke and will do others in N. Y. 
| with a band conducted by arranger 
| Hugo Winterhalter. 


J ames Clicks On 
Latest 1-Nite Tour 








and summer location tour in the 
least has been very successful at the 


b.o. Starting at the Click, Philadel- 
phia nitery, for three days (July 
3-5) where he’s claimed to have 


piled up a $27,000 gross in three 
days, James did well on every one- 


at Ocean Beach, New London, 
Conn., which apparently wasn’t his 
fault. 

He is claimed to have worked to 
2.500 people at Riverside Park, 
Springfield, Mass.; 2,600 at Old 
Orchard Pier, Old Orchard, Me.; 2,- 
400 at Bedford Grove, Manchester, 
N. H.; 2,550 at Mallett’s Pavilion, 
Burlington, Vt.; 12,000 at Forum, 
Montreal; 7,500 at Auditorium, 
Ottawa; 2.900 at $2 per at Sylvan 
| Beach, Syracuse; 2,300 at Armory, 
|Elmira; 2.485 at Mecca Temple, 
|Seranton. He’s now at Convention 
| Hall, Asbury Park. 
| New London date, the first out of 
the Click, was hurt by a series of 
|mishaps. Bus carrying the band 
| from Philadelphia broke down, a re- 
placement picked the musicians up 
and also broke down, 
transferred to a train and it also 
had trouble. Band finally reached 
the date at 11 p.m. James had gone 
ahead, however, and he did what he 
could to hold the crowd, staging 
amateur contests, etc. When his out- 
fit arrived, it worked until 4 a.m, 





Men were 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

Sammy Kaye.....Astor Roof (850; $1-$1.25).......... 5 3,250 18,500 

Guy Lombardo .. Waldorf (400; $2) ....... receeereces & 3,050 6,300 

Skitch Henderson. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 4 1,325 8,100 

Vie Lombardo*.. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 9 1,150 12,025 

Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)...4@..,.....35 975 33,850 
*Ice Revue at New Yorker. 

Chicago 
Henry Brandon (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Circus 


Light 3,100. 


Henry Busse (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 1,100; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Band bringing this up another 2,000 for total of 6,000 covers. 

Vido Musso (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Steady 4,300. 

Freddie Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). 4,400. 

Bill Snyder (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min.-cover $1). Slight 


hop this week; 2,000 covers. 


Los Angeles 
Eddy Howard (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Sturdy 2,500 tabs. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Okay 2,000 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


M (Chicago) ° 
arty Gould (Chez Paree: 650: $3.50 min. Danny Thomas going the 


limit with 6,500. 


Fight mobs helped. 


Dick Jurgens (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Cool weather equalled con- 


Sistent 17,000. 


Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $0.90-$1 
eure slack summer trade. 
sant Pearl (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 


Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; -700; 


15 adm.). Just what place needed to 
Hefty 18,500. 


min.). Got share of out-of-towners; 


$2.50 min.). Ritz Brothers and Jane 


Withers running close second in night club race. Top 6,000. 





(Los Angeles) 


ann Osborne and Jack Barrows 


(Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 7th wk). 


rlie Barnet piled onto the stand over weekend and helped to good 


7,400 admishes. 


sonewhny Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 8th wk). Pace eased 
what, but 11,500 customers still splendid. 


Gene Kru 
06 buyers 


pa (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 6th wk). 


Windup frame fair 


- Frankie Carle opened last nite (Tuesday). 


nighter with the exception of a date. 


Harry James’ second one-nighter | 


Salt Lake Off, Too 


Salt Lake City, July 22: 

Duke Ellington’s orchestra wound 
up an eight-day stand at Jerry 
Jones’ Randevu Saturday (19), with 
business only fair. Spot operates 
with $1.50 admission Monday 
through Thursday, $1.70 on Friday, 
and $2 Saturday, plus a 25c table 
charge on Friday and Saturday. 

Week finished with attendance 
definitely off the war time standard, 
and owner Jerry Jones squawking 
about guarantees staying at peak 
levels while business settles into the 
doldrums. 


Disk Execs, Band 
Biz See Brighter 
Boxoffice Hue 


Band business and recording ex- 
ecutives took a much more optimis- 
tic attitude the beginning of this 
week toward the sales and b.o. 
doldrums in which both fields have 
been mired. Perk of bandsmen is 
due to a definitely brighter showing 
made last week in the east and mid- 
west on the average one-nighter and 
in major location dates and the im- 
proved enthusiasm displayed by 
buyers and owners of these spots. 

In so far as the disk business is 
concerned, the item that has them a 
bit more cheerful, it’s claimed, is a 
noticeable resumption of activity in 
the reordering of material already 
marketed. For some time now the 
initial orders placed by distributors 
for new releases have been dwin- 
dling steadily, indicating a willing- 
ness by distribs to wait until songs 
proved themselves and a demand 
was created. 


MPPA Puts Lamplighter 
Label Into Bankruptcy; 
Also After Jewel Outfit 











Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
| has tossed another independent disk 
;}company into bankruptcy and_ is 
| sighting on another. Firm for which 
'a bankruptcy petition was asked 
is the Lamplighter label, a Los 
Angeles outfit, and similar wheels 
have been put in motion against the 
owners of the Jewel label. 

Sum owed music publishers by the 
Lamplighter outfit amounts to less 
than $600, but Harry Fox, MPPA’s 
general manager, took the move due 
to his inability to secure anything 
on account. What Jewel owes pub- 
lishers is uncertain due to the com- 
pany’s failure to file statements. 

Several others have been warned 
by Fox to get up the coin owed 
publishers in royalties or follow 
Lamplighter and the others into in- 
voluntary bankruptcy. These are, 
the Asch Recording Co.’ of New 
York; Vogue label, Detroit, which 
owes some $9,000 and Signature 
Records, also N. Y., which has been 
given until Aug. 15 to pay up some 


$14,000 in arrearages. 
Prior to the moves above, the 
MPPA’s Fox had put the Pan- 


American label, a Hollywood out- 
fit, into bankruptcy for falling to 
pay royalties and had figured in the 
ARA and Cosmo bankruptcies. 





Joe Merman, former pianist with 
Al Kavelin’s orchestra, heading his 
own rhumba unit at The Brook, 
Summit, N. J. operated by Joe Zieg- 
ler, formed vaudevillian and Gus 
Steck formerly musical director of 
WAAT, Newark. 


SEES 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, July 19) 








Peg O’ My Heart...... Robbins 
eee ee eee Oxford 
I Wonder, I Wonder....Robbins 
Across Alley Alamo..... Capitol 
SHOTS BEY SOE ccc vck ose Mills 
Anyone Who Knows...Witmark 
Who's Kissing Her........ Marks 
NE OP ws naevens 6a% Shapiro-B 
RT BOGE iso ks 00s sod0es Mood 
ie eee ee ry eee Mayfair 
Second 10 
BUY iadskatasesceiaads Burke-VH 
Adohe Hacienda........... Peer 
Midnight Masquerade.Shapiro-B 
Sunday Kind Love..... Maurice 
pe rer ee ere ee Feist 
Red Silk Stockings......Morris 


It's Same Old Dream....Sinatra 
Maree er eee Sinatra 
Had Life Live Over... .General 
Je Vous Aime.........Crawford 





ASCAP Decides to 


Plans to Boost Theatre Revenue 


y% 


Proceed With 








‘Masters Follows T. D. 
At Casino Gardens, Cal. 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Tommy Dorsey will wind up his 
current successful stand at his own 
|Casino Gardens ballroom, Ocean 
Park, Aug. 29, and Frankie Masters’ 
crew will take over the stand. Dor- 
sey, upon closing, flips to New York 
for a week on his radio transcrip- 
tion deal, then bounces back here 
by Sept. 13, picks up his band and 
starts working on a cross-country 
trek. 

Tour will chiefly be one-niters, al- 
though several short locations will 
be sifted in, such as a stand Sept. 
22-27 at the annual corn festival at 


theatres. 


BBC Payola Probe 
Takes New Turn 


London, July 22. 

Situation involving the recent 
halting of payolas in the music in- 
dustry on this side of the water took 
a new twist yesterday (Monday). In 
a secret meeting the Maisic Pub- 
lishers Assn. decided to stop buying 
for special arrangements for broad- 
casting by bands unless the arrange- 
ments are made by men connected 
with the bands themselves. 


This resolution was drawn up and 
submitted to Valentine Holmes, 
King’s Counsel, who has been head- 
ing the investigation into the payola 
evil here and it’s based on the 
squawk by local bandleaders that 
they cannot afford necessary special 
arrangements. This, of course, is 
looked upon as a clear impression 
of what the payola system meant to 
British maestros. Too, the musicians’ 
union here is looking for increased 
| fees to bandleaders as the result of 
| the cutting off of publisher coin for 
| the perforance of songs. 








Mitchell, S. D. Band then goes into | 


+ American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers definitely 


| has decided to proceed with its ine 
| 


tention of seeking more revenue 
ifrom motion picture theatres for 
the performance of music in pice 
jtures. Go ahead signal was given 
|\to ASCAP executives at a special 
|; board meeting in New York Monday 
(21) although no definite rate pat- 
tern has as yet been worked out. 
| Board is said to have listened to a 
report by Herman Greenberg, one of 
ASCAP’s four operating heads, whe 
recently made a swing around some 
of the Society’s branch offices for 
| the purpose of checking into the the- 
atre situation. Greenberg is due for 
another trip to branches not covered 
on the first swing, for the same pur- 
' pose. 

Meanwhile, more than 200 inde- 
pendent New York metropolitan the- 
tres through their attorneys, Weis- 
man, Celler, Quinn, Allan & Spett, 
|have requested ASCAP to furnish 
jthe nature and extent of proposed 
j}additional music changes to film 
exhibs as well as the,date when it 
jis intended to make such fees ef- 
fective. Legal test of the propriety 
of any additional charge would then 
be made upon receipt of the infor- 
mation. 

The N. Y. indies originally filed 
suit against ASCAP some four years 
ago charging it with violations of the 
Sherman and Clayton Acts. Pro- 
ceedings were dormant during the 
war but were revived last April. 
ASCAP has mulled a boost in ex- 
hibitors’ music fees for years and 
with the recent return of most of 
its execs from a London meeting of 
the International Confederation of 
Authors and Composers, it’s ex- 
pected that renewed huddles will be 
held to hike the present seat scales. 


San A. Gets AFM Coin 


San Antonio, July 22. 

Series of free concerts will be 
held at the Sunken Garden, Brack- 
enridge Park here by San Antonio 
|Local 23, American: Federation of 
Musicians. 

Band of 50 musicians, will be di- 
rected by Jean Sarli. 











Survey Week of 


I Wonder I Wonder I Wonder 
If I Had My Life To Live Over . 


(Peatman). 

Alexander’s Ragtime Band.......... 
An Apple Blossom Wedding 
me aS Pe er eee 








¢ Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 


I Wish I Didn’t Love You So—?“Perils of Pauline’ 


te wene 


Man Who Paints the Rainbow In the Sky.. 


Come To the Mardi Gras—?+“Carnival In Costa Rica”..... 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 33 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cove 
erage Index Survey of Popular Musie Broadcast over Radio Networks, 
Published by the Office of Research, 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director, 
July 11-17, 1947. 


A Sunday Kind of Love............ LCE EY ATT ETS Oe Maurice 
Across the Alley From the Alamo............ Keka chee: Capitol 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”.......... . ....Sam Fox 
As Long As I'm Dreaming—t“Welcome Stranger”.......... Burke-VH 
he eB | ere Hi hee ee Witmark 
Cecilia ...... Sas 2 ohh atten 60 bb whe Kd Ss ChE bE cs POCd cc ceee tat ABC 
Chi-Baba + Lye A960 5042906 1h 46)b O00 oe ebb ys ise cath. Ae Oxford 
| ee og es eo j biaatare Ramee eee ogi Ces Lombardo 
Feudin’ and Fightin’—+“Sons O’ Guns”............0... 000: Chappell 
I Believe—t“It Happened in Btooklyn”........ TAs 


nape -...-Paramount 
.«+.. Robbins 


I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now—i“I Wonder Now”. -...E. B, Marks 


.. ee. General 


I'm So Right Tonight....... .... iebedb bs oe WeSS ight ec Ores Leeds 

i So, a TR ee ee eee Te eer re ny ee le Merry Burke-VH 
Je Vous Aime—t“Copacabana” .........cccccccccccccce ces Crawford 
SAOES asiscac ABTA, S05 06 Terrrrrririy rire er Te _- ++. Morris 
RVR GOT CO, WOES iian 5 és 55 cov ose vavesaltecudeil zs -...Berlin 
SRS FESR Re eis ee ee eh Feist 


Ps Pee -..-Mutual 
er AGDOR.SENOINGOR i655). 5 0s \'s0tbbdir cae eee ee ANS Tee Southern 
My Heart Is a Hobo—?+“Welcome Stranger”............++.- Burke-VH 
My Young and Foolish Heart............ sa wekbeseues <eeeee Morris 
PU db ibaioed Iv ktaees sess Sedvedsiesdeétotkebives: ....Chappell 
een a” ee ee ey. pie ea oer bis dokedeoks 00a 
Red Silk Stockings and Green Perfume....... PAN ery tr Morris 
Stella By Starlight ....  ......... aekviaase i’ Beverly 
Tallahassee—?‘Variety Girl” ......... Csibed a Ns bAGidas Hen Famous 
Eee BEF DOMED ic 3. sa Sick s 600%0% Swkes eels Vam.ees eS Mills 
There’s That Lonely Feeling Again..... bwcwevare hb 6% 08 Mellen 
ye Ee er ee et eee ee - iy 35 aeady .-Miller 
Would You Believe Me—t“Love and Learn”......... .. see. Remick 





The remaining 17 songs of the week, from the copyrighted ACI 


... Berlin 


apeeges atoneeh tances ¥a08 Shapiro-B 


.. Miller 
. Southern 


eeree-ee 


Deep Down In Your Heart............... Ustvactens db vs OPEN Triangle 
Don’t Tell Me—+‘‘Hucksters” ............cceecee ae 
ey. SD MNO Vice erat os caves aka oenes coho@hs.6 2 bake ee Warren 
dn te re a Ae banecesaugehaen Leeds 

£ Con't.Get Up tie Nerve Fo Mies YOu: oc. oko ccc cb on cne ued Santly-Joy 
I Had a Wonderful Time In Columbus... dod vkias apts oO Ge 

If This Isn't Love—*“Finian’s Rainbow”...............eeee- Crawford 
te fg Rare rs ce Pe ee et Pree ee Capitol 
RTT TT eee Vicereiry 
Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s Rainbow”. ..............60 e0e- Crawford 
Bs Bh Ea ee er eee ree eee. eee .«... Goldmine 
Time After Time—i"It Happened In Brooklyn”..., ....... Sinatra 
WRUOMOOE DORE oo. . ceccescccesshs ceceecccvessense. 06 ..- Miller 


x aeleng narenr ait Ibe 


OY Brew oem some 


Set alate ae ce ae 


ot 


De eae 





e ae, 


Ve Bae | 
RA tenn ns i OE 


sae gf 


allele Neotel 
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aaaaaaaad -| Chappell’s: in London e 
On Th U be { $+ Closes Three Subsids USIC otes 
@ D a z London, July 22. Lou Levy on Coast for a stretch....Karen Morley inked by Enterprise 
3 + 1o444ee Drastic slump in sheet music has; Records to wax a satirical album, “Just Between Us,” which will slant 











crew he has been using on Capitol 

Hollywood | Records; set Aug, 1-2 at Pasadena 
Dave Cavanaugh, who arranged | @ivic.,..Red Norvo, at the Bocage, 
and sat in with numerous bands, last! has a six-piece combo consisting of 


with Bobby Sherwood, has formed; the rhythm section from Woody | 
OWR. CEOW..cs2. Frankie Carle, cur- | Herman’s disbanded heri— pianist 
rent at Palladium, being lensed in a! Fred Otis, drummer Don Lamond, 
two-reeler at RKO...Slam Stewart; tenor Jack Simms, trumpeter Ray 
snapped a bone in ankle last week! Lynn, bassist Joe Mondragon... 


and is out of his combo at Toddle | Spade Cooley set for Reno’s (Nev.) 


House for at least three stanzas annual jamboree, Aug. 14-16. 

Jack McVea’s five-piecer«inked for 

four frames at Billy Berg’s opening New York 

July 30...Phil Carreon into Avo-| 

don next weekend...Kay Starr set|.. Frank (Pee-Wee Monte) drew a 
for eight weeks at Morocco, teeing free room last week from a Scran- 
Aug. 13...Chuy Reyes’ crew today | ton, Pa., hotel in return for putting 
(Wednesday) starts indef stay at|Up Harry James’ band there, finally | 
Club Brazil. Catalina.. Emma Lou |°Comvincing bandsmen who know 
Welch reorganizing trio ..T. Tex @bout it that the war is over... 


Tyler oatune troupe off on South- Consolidated Edison of N. Y., which 
west gig jaunt...Barbara Nelson, ex- | U"derwrites park department dates 
sax with Boyd Raeburn, rehearsing | bY name bands, promoting the hops, 
16-piece crew of men which she'll | Which are free to dancers, via radio 
front...Marilyn Grady now chirping | SP°ts...-Charlie _ Ventura _ band’s 
with Garwood Van aggregation at | 0Pening at Sherman hotel, Chicago, 
Flamingo, Las Vegas...King Cole | Friday (25) was set by Harry Moss 
Trio returns to Bocage for three | #4 Don Palmer with hotel’s Marty 
weeks, Aug. 6 ..Ansell Hill inked | Bloom, not by McConkey Agency.... 
into L. A.’s Million Dollar theatre | Benny Goodman 
week of Aug. 1@...Hal Derwin, now | Visit from Coast....Atnett Cobb, ex- 
fronting for dances the 12-piece Lionel Hampton Sax, creating quite 

a stir with small combo... .Teri 
Josefovits elected to membership in 
American ‘Society of Composers, 
Authors; Publishers... .Capitol Songs 
pulled unique promotion stunt on 
| Johnny Mercer-Eddie Miller new 
song, “Lazy Mood,” shipping out 
facsimiles of title page which actu- 
(ally has a recording of tune in- 
|scribed in center....Count Basie 
| band holds over at Paradise, At- 
' lantic City, through Labor Day. 


| Pittsburgh 
| 











Music Born Jo Liue 









Jack Fina band into Bill Green’s 
for two weeks ..Denny Breckner at 
Vogue Terrace.. Jim Jam _ Trio 
opened limited run at Oasis, suc- 
ceeding Lucienaires...Bob Rhodes 
band, formerly staff crew at WCAE, 
at Lake Delavan, Wis., for remain- 
der of summer, 





Chicago 

Dave Garroway presented his 
| third jazz concert at Terrace Casino 
| with Charlie Ventura, June Christy, 
|-Anita O’Day and Doc Evans ..Louis 
| Jordan awarded the Robert Vann 
| memorial plaque at Regal theatre 
| by Pittsburgh Courier ... Bobby 
| Meeker begins four-weeks at the 
| Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City, Aug. 
113...Charley Fiske opens indefinite 
!run at the Pla-Mor Ballroom, K. C., 
| July 29...After Wil! Back finishes 
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799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK N 








| Aug. 3, he goes into Melody Mill Ball- 












‘| plays one week at Redwood, Minn., 
| celebration July 31, then one-nights 
| through middlewest for month... 
| Henry King back to the Aragon 
| Aug: I after a year’s absence ..Blue 
‘| Barron in this territory middle of 
|} August for one-nighters.. Sherman 
Hayes .into Plantatior, Nashville, 
Aug. 4 to 17 and then does string 
| of one-nighters here for two weeks 
ff | .. Freddie Shaffer's all-girl orches- 

'tra set for Forest Park Highlands, 
ee | St. Louis, Aug. 3 to 16...W. C. 
4 Handy will appéar at the 8th Musi- 


py SREAT NEW DISC! 


Recorded by 







DARKTOWN 
STRUTTERS' 
BALL 





cal Festival in Comiskey Park and 


| also on “Democracy, U. S. A.”. 





in New York on} 


jhis stay at Plantation, Nashville, | 


| room for three weeks...Jan Garber 





|caused Louis Dreyfus, head of Chap- 
/pell’s and other music companies, to 
‘shutter three subsidiaries, New World, 
|Sterling and Victoria. Latter is re- 
fepening this fall. 

| Dreyfus hopes to absorb the staffs 
of those closed. 


Vet in Lunceford 


Band To Take Over 





Jimmie Lunceford’s orchestra 
| probably will be taken over by one 
of five musicians who have played 
| with that band for the past 12 years 
or more, instead 
thought of placing a name at the 
helm. Musicians, who continued a 


one-nighter tour on the West Coast | 
are | 


following . Lunceford’s death, 
being led by tenor sax Joe Thomas, 
with Lunceford for 14 years and 
when these dates are completed the 
band will return to New York where 
voting among the men will select the 
new leader. Thereafter the combo 
will be known as “Jimmie Lunce- 


ford’s Orchestra, Conducted By—” | 


Although the idea of perpetuating 
the band of a deceased leader had 
been attempted several times be- 
fore the war, not one had ever been 
successful. This is due mainly to 
the fact that, despite the musical 
reputation a band may have estab- 
lished, the leader’s presence has al- 
ways been a vital personal touch. 
And without him the band usually 
eannot sustain selling price, hence 
cannot sustain -the operating costs 
that might have originally made it 
successful. Glenn Miller’s band, now 
under Tex Beneke, however, is look- 
ed upon in Lunceford’s case as a fa- 
vorable precedent. 

Incidentally, an autopsy performed 
last week is-said to have determined 
Lunceford’s death due to a heart 
attack. Services were held in N.Y. 
last Saturday (19) and the body 
shipped to Memphis for burial. 





Coast Disk Presser: 
Forms Co-op Plant 


And Distrib Setup 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Firsi cooperative company to 
make and market records for small 
'labels fas been formed here by 
Johnny Clein, who long has operated 
a 20-press plant and biscuit mill in 
Long Beach. Clein has tagged his 
outfit United Artist Records, and 





after United Artists’ film setup. 
Already brought under the Clein 
banner are Urban, Rhapsody, Minor, 
Hit and Hucksters — firms — indies 
which sprang up here and found dif- 
ficulty getting national distribution. 
All will be sold under UA label, 
with individual identifications sub- 
billed, and each participating label 





| sales. 

Clein started the cooperative be- 
cause biz at his plants has been poor 
of late, due to fact he pressed. for 
number of indies and the odd-labels 
haven't been moving very strongly. 
Some have been limping because 




















Our No. ONE Song 


“THE BACHELOR 
AND THE 
BOBBY-SOXER’ 


All Material Available 
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WANTED 


Someone with musical training or 
background to collaborate in pertect- 


umzec-+ ~coozpaM 


creditors were pressuring, and 
others, like Urban, became fouled up 
with musicians’ union. Clein is at- 
tempting to take them all off the 
hook. , 

Before Clein envisions his idea 
clicking appreciably he hopes to 
have lined up at least 20 labels, 
which he claims will assure him of 
strong national distribution because 
he will.shave a wide and steady flow 
of releases. 


Sinatra Signs New 5-Yr. 















ing four good songs. 


C. GROTH, 3115 Sedgwick Ave. 


Bronx, New York, N. Y. PAULL-PIONEER 


“1657 Broadway 


MUSIC CORP. 


New York 19. N- Y 




















BAND LEADERS 


The recent Supreme Court decision on the Form 8 Contract requires 
that the Leader pay the Social Security Taxes and be responsible for 
the withholding taxes. 

BOB DIAMENT'S OFFICE (formerly Cugat) is especially equipped to 
handle your payroll problems from New York or Hollywood. 


ROBERT DIAMENT 


1819 Broadway New York 
Circle 6-7652 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Frank Sinatra renewed with Co- 
lumbia Records last week, signing 
|} an agreement extending his current 
|; pact another five years. Agreement 
now in force has another 17 months 
to go. 

Several weeks back it was re- 
ported that Sinatra had renewed 
with Cokumbia, and Manie Sacks, 
,Columbia artists and repertoire 
| head, denied it in N. Y. It now comes 





; out that the contract had at thats 


|time been signed by one of the 
| parties and not the other. Deal be- 


| came Official Friday (18), 





Herman Ruby, songwriter, under- 
goes brain operation at Hollywood 











hospital next Monday. (28). 


of the original | 


says his setup frankly is patterned | 


will draw a percentage of profits on | 


Pact With Col. Records fits have been secured engineers who 


ribbing takeoffs on film personalities....Artie Wayne signed by Maiestic 
Records....Dick Stabile and Benny Carter signed to arrange for the 
orchestra Miguelito Valdes is forming on the Coast... .Mildred Cavanaugh 
lone femme songplugger working Hollywood, last week quit post at 
Criterion Music....Carl Haverlin, BMI prexy, and his professional man- 
ager, Julie Stern, visiting Hollywoed....Dick Haymes, flanked by Gordon 
Jenkins’ orch, sliced four sides for Decca....Cass County Boys, oatuners 
habitually working with Gene Autry, signed by Variety Records... .Milton 
Rackmill, Decca exec v.p., in Hollywood hobnobbing with Morty Palitz.. 

Ink’ Spots and Danny Kaye cutting for Decca this week... .Spike Jones 
ouged four sides for RCA-Victor this week... .Bill Savitt, Witmark plugger 


o 





& 
on the Hollywood scene, recuperating from operation at Cedars of Lel- 
anon,....Frances Wayne cut four sides for Exclusive over weekend 


| Frederick Hollander loaned by RKO to which he is under pact, to 20: 
| Fox to collab with Leo Robin on tunes for Ernst Lubitsch’s “Ladies 
| Ermine”....Robert Emmett Dolan has secured leave of eight weeks from 
Paramount studio, to clef tunes, with Johnny Mercer lyricizing, on 
musical, which will have a book by John. Whedon and Sam Moore. Proiect 
as yet is untitled....Barry Sullivan signed by Mercury Records to etch 
album of Christmas stories. 


legit 








Cugat’s Mex Plans 


Xavier Cugat goes to Mexico for a 
vacation sometime during the com. 
ing falt and while there he may 
make recordings for Columbia Rec. 
ords. Plans are not too clear on the 
arrangement, apparently, but ii’s 
supposed to call for Cugat to gather 
and direct a crew of local tooters 
for the dates. 


Shep Fields Pliks Te 
Continue New Combination: 
Beyond Glen Island Date 


Shep Fields will continue his re- 
organized “Rippling Rhythm” or- 
|chestra beyond the Glen Island 
Casino season. He opens the new 
band there Aug. 14 to fill the final 
part of the spot’s season and, since 


Glen Island isn’t likely to continue FED, = nnd arene yaa 
its full-week policy of operation OUR PROGRAM 


| through the winter, as originally in- val THE 

| tended, the new combe will hit the 

road after the New Rochelle, N. Y., 

date | SUNNY SIDE 


| Fields had been with Music Corp. | 

|of America, but his contract expired 
Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ilast winter and: he’s not now with 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 











| 





} 
| 
} 
| 


lany agéncy. He'll probably sign with | 
‘one before going out on the road. | 
MCA and Fields, incidentally, have 
not been getting along and he’s not | 
likely to be with that agency. Due 
to circumstances involving getting 
his release, a feeling developed 
which hasn’t been improved by the 
fact that he hasn’t been able to buy 
one MCA-controlled band name for 
Glen Island this summer. 

New band, currently in rehearsal 
in N.Y., is composed of four fiddles, 
five sax, three trumpets, accordion, 
piano, bass, drums. It’s different 
from the original “RR” crew. 
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'Brenner’s ‘Mystery Disk’ 
Promotion Buildup 


Paul Brenner, rider of a request 
disk show on WAAT, Newark, N. J., 
has begun an unusual promotion idea 
with the aid of RCA-Victor, Colum- 
bia, Majestic. Mercury, Signature 
and Sonora record companies. He’s 
running “mystery disk’’ contest six 
nights a week, each using a current 
disk of the different companies and 
awarding 100 free records nightly to 
winners. 

Idea is worked by the playing of ”* 
ithe “unknown” disk nightly and the 
first 100 correct audience answers 
draw a letter redeemable for one 
disk of any selection at any retail 
| dealer, the label governed by what- 
;ever one was played the night the | 
| prize was won. These letters are in 
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* MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


IF IT’S TRUE 


WHEN YOUR OLD 
WEDDING RING 
WAS NEW 


MOONLIGHT 


Ted Weems (Decca Record 25105) 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 























| turn relayed to distributors for each 1619 Broadway New York 19 
company, who reimburse the dealer | = 
with a new disk. ne 

THANKS 





Col. Settles With Engineers 


New 18-month pact recently ne- | 
gotiated by Local 1212, Radio & Tel- 
| evision Broadcast Engineers Union, 
| with Columbia Recording Corp., sets 
| UP salaries on an escalator basis. | 
| Wages start at $67.50 weekly to a; 
| peak of $127.50 after three years. 
service. 

Supervisors’ pay is a flat $153, | 
while an additional 10 percent goes 
to men who work between 6 p.m. 
'and 7 a.m. Broader vacation bene- , 


JOEY BISHOP 


EDDIE and GEORGE 


TAILORS TO THE STARS 
Smart attire for Acts and Bands 


When in the East Call or Wire 
for Representative with Samples 


305 S. Broad St., Phila. 
5-1656 





have five years or more with the, Phone: 
company. . 7 


ANOTHER | iti: 
BENJAMIN AND WEISS’ FLYING pDIScs 
HIT: 
J} EGAN T GET UP pen orn eens ccine spun 
|| THE NERVE TO 


PEnny packer 























often enough by the dise jockeys— 
you'd better switch to RECORD 





PROMOTION ASSOCIATES and 
KISS you make certain your records get 
played! Inquiries invited. 


Record Promotion Associates 
|| 57 William St., New York 5, N. Y. 
| Chicage — Hollywood 


1619 Broadway, New York 
| {|} TOMMY VALANDO, Gen. Pro, Mgr. 


| Senne 


| SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
} 
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THERE’S NOTHING LIKE A SONG 
THIS IS MY FAVORITE CITY 
FARE-THEE-WELL, DEAR ALMA MATER 


(Rolling Down Bowling Green) | 
ON A LITTLE TWO-SEAT TANDEM 


Lyrics and Music by MACK GORDON and JOSEF MYROW 


\ \ ‘a “TWO TON” BAKER (Mercury) ¢ RAY BLOCK (Signature) e CARMEN CAVALLARO (Decca) ~S 
| 9 


\ ¢ BING CROSBY (Decca) e VIC DAMONE (Mercury) ¢e LARRY DOUGLAS (Signature) 


\y \ 
\\NS \““ _ re Mare x 
Ff ~ HELEN FORREST (M-G-M) e FOUR CHICKS AND A CHUCK (M-G-M)« GEORGIA GIBBS (Majestic ..eao-, 


VICTOR LOMBARDO (Majestic) * VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 


DINAH SHORE (Columbia) « MEL TORME (Musicraft) e MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
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Warner Houses Sans Vaude First 


Time in Years, But Not Permanently 


Double feature run at the Strand? 
theatre, N. Y., starting Aug. 8, will 
mark the first time in many years 
that the Warner circuit will be 
without vaude. Strand is dropping 
vaude for two weeks of reissues, 
“Marked Woman” and “Dust Be My 
Destiny.” This is second time with- 
in three months that double features | 





Liquor Sales’ 30% Drop 
Washington, July 22. 
Big drop in liquor consump- 
tion year comes largely from the 
decline in night club biz, accord- 
ing to a spokesmen for the Dis- 
tilled Spirits Institute. 


have nudged stageshows out of | During first four months of 
house. Strand previously had pair | the year, it was 30% under the 
of revivals, “Sea Hawk” and “The! ‘same period of 1946, and the 
Sea Wolf,” May 23. | drop has continued ever since 

However, bookers stress excur-| then. Actually consumption is 


sion into straight 
be permanent. House will pick up | 
stage fare immediately afterward, | 
although bill hasn’t been set yet. | 


pictures will not slightly higher than in the pre- 
war years, but is skidding stead- 
ily from the high figures of the 
war years. 


_ House has commitments for | The biggest drop, percentage- 
Frankie Carle, Vaughn Monroe,| wise has been in the niteries, it 
I. onel Hampton and Bob Crosby was explained. 


No dates have been set for | 


NVA Hiking Dues 50% 


orchs. 
them. 

During previous vaude exit War- 
ncrs retained vaude at Earle, Phila- 








delphia. But since then, that house | W f F 
has dropped stageshows, perhaps | To Bolster el are un 


permanently 

A few years ago, Warners was a 
large user of vaude, having shows 
at Strand, Earle theatres in Phila- 
deiphia and Washington; Stanley, 


|year to $9, effective September 1. 
| Action for rise was taken at recent 
Pittsburgh, and spot shows in other |meeting of board of governors of or- 
towns. Today only the Strand re- | nization to meet increased operat- 
mains, although Colonial, Utica, has |i"S e@xpenses and to augment wel- 
occasional stageshow fare fund of organization. 

There is talk that they’ll reopen; Although the Will Rogers fund 





Stanley, Pittsburgh, with vaudfilm | provides burial and sanitarium care 
policy, also Warner theatre, Okla- |for needy of the profession via the 
homa City. |'NVA, latter is called upon for 
; temporary assistance. and other 
medical care, according to Lou Han- 

din, exec secretary. 


SALKIN VICE SILVER 2,27 cr sxe 
IN CHI MORRIS AGCY. its’. 'mitas."* "2 


Nat Kalcheim, treasurer, and Nat | 
Lefkowitz, head of band and act | 
dept. of William Morris Agency, re- 
turned from Chicago last week after | 
installing Leo Salkin as head of that 
office. He suceeds Morris Silver. 
Salkin will be assisted by Irving 
Greene, formerly of N. Y. Morris 
cafe dept. Pat Lombard continues to 
head band sector and Billy McDon- 
ald the one-nighters. Sidney Epstein 
will head contract section. 


Larry Adler Follows Boyer 
At N.Y. Cafe Soc. Uptown 


Larry Adler has been signed to 
|play Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., 
| starting Nov. 24 upon completion of 
Lucienne Boyer’s stand. Spot is cur- 
rently closed for the summer but 
| will reopen Sept. 8. 
| Elsa Lanchester, 
|? will follow Adler. 

Nellie Lutcher, who records for 
pigeete. will open at Cafe Society 
Downtown, N. Y., Sept. 16. 


who starts Jan. 

















New Icer Set for N.Y. Cafe 


Iceland Restaurant, N.Y., will 
preem new summer ice revue 
Thursday, July 31. Headlining are 
the Four Learys in trick comedy 
routine. : > 

Others featured in blader are: 
Florence Budny & Jo Ann Axtell, 
Jane Petrie, June Payne, Johanna 
Schultz, Ray Hoyt and Margie 
Rooney. Choreography is by Paul 
van Gassner, music by Blimpy 
Blank, costumes by Jac Lewis. Noel 
Lee is producer. 








Carmen Miranda’s Vauders 

Carmen Miranda is being submitted 
for vaude dates at the conclusion of 
her stand at the Arrowhead Inn, 
Saratoga, Aug. 1. 

William Morris agency 
mitting her at $8,500. 

No dates signed yet. 


nmkoaonw > 
Booked by 


HARRY A. ROMM 
38 E. 57th St York, N.Y 


is sub- 
New 




















SEE THE SUPERB DANCING OF 


MANOR and MIGNON 


LOEW'S STATE, New York 


OPENING JULY 24 


ny Thanks to SIDNEY PIERMONT and JACK EDWARDS 
For immediate Bookings Contact 
NICK MANOR 
348 West 47th Street, New York City 
Circle 6-5958 


Loppy Bryant Injured 
When Prop Gun Backfires 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 


Lobby Bryant, brother of Slim 
Bryant, whose Wildcats are aired 
over KDKA, suffered injuries which 
sent him to the hospital when blank 
cartridge backfired during act while 
|playing stage date at West View 
Park. Bit, which act has used for 
a concluding laugh for years, went 
haywire for first time, the cartridge 
just missing, according to doctors, 
imuscles which would have para- 
lyzed him. 





|shows Wildcats had scheduled at 
|amusement center and they did the 
{second with only four instead of 
{customary five. Bryant will rejoin 


fact next week. 


| Andy Russell Settles 
Sam Stiefel Suit By 
Payment of $17,50 


Andy Russel and Sam Stiefel, his | 
former manager, settled their differ- 





the payment by Russell of $17,500 to 
| Stiefel. 
|claims Stiefel might have had on the | 


| Personalities, Ltd., the former built | 


| latter as a management agency. 

| Stiefel had sued Russell for $343,- 

|000 for breach of contract. George 
(“Bullets”) Durgom, now Russell’s 
manager, and who at one time had 

|been partnered with Stiefel in Per- 

| sonalities, Ltd., had withdrawn from 

| that outfit before the actions. 


j 
| 


ADV. BLIMP TO BALLY 
‘ICE CAPADES’ IN A.C. 


Arena Managers Assn., organiza- 
tion ‘of arena operators, which pro- 
duces “Ice Capades,” has hired the 
Douglas Leigh advertising dirigible 
to publicize the Atlantic City en- 
gagement of that icer. Step is in line 
with AMA’s newly announced pol- 
icy of exploiting events under AMA 
auspices within a radius of 100 miles 
or more from spot where show is 
| playing. 

The Leigh dirigible, which lights 
up letters on a ribbon 170 feet 
in length, was previously used by 
M-G-M films for its exploitation. 
Metro paid $19,000 monthly for the 
airship. AMA is believed to be pay- 
ing a similar’ amount. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 22. 

J. J. McFadden, Jr., Philadelphia 
RKO staffer, took time out from 
RKO convention in N. Y., to visit 
Sam “RKO” fko who was just 
handed a good clinic. 

Kitty Bernard, who is progressing 
rapidly after recently mastering a 
minor operation, agog over sneak 
visit from Pauline Russel. They last 
met ine Detroit 32 years ago while 
playing the Temple theatre.™ 


Frances Grupp planed in from 
N. Y. to bedside of her daughter, 
Helen Grupp, who is mastering the 
routine with top honors. Will vaca- 
tion in the colony for balance of 
summer. 


Inez Dolorse Liverpool cheered up 
by surprise visit from George Baily, 
Geo Finlay, Johnny Concannon and 
Kim Chisholm, all from Boston. 


Peter Schmith of the Madison 
Square Garden staff in to see and 
chat with Margie Regan who has 
been in bed for a long time. 

Peter Hagan giving his daughter. 
Edna Hagan, the once-over and 
elated over her progress. Joe Taft 
shot in from Rosedale, L. L., to see 
his wife, Rose, who is flashing good 
clinic reports. 

Arthur Slattery, from N. Y., reg- 
istered as a new arrival. - 

Lillian “Par” Bergson thrilled by 
bedside visit of the Burt Kleins, ac- 
companied by Gene Bergson and 
or Klein who motored in from 
NM. Bs 

















| Richard Menin, New Rochelle 
band leader, rated a good clinic that 
upped him for all meals. Forest 
“Slim” Glenn drew one hour of 
added outdoor exercise. 

Sam Schulman was given the all- 
clear signal to go home this fail. 

Charles LaGrassa, of N. Y., in to 
chat with Frank “RKO” Schedell. 
Walter Hoban “& Kelly” handed his 
first-up for one meal daily after 
mastering three stages of thoraco- 





os 














plasty operation. 





Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM” 


ON TOUR 


Hirection MATTY ROSEN CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 


Seni Okun, writer and author, got 
his first reai okay, clinic giving him 
one daily meal. A real comeback. 

Betty Blessing excited over the 
latest good clinic that her medico 
handed her. She may resume work 
soon. A former Paramount staffer, 
she recenily acted as Dr. Edgar 
Mayer's sec. 

(Write to these who are iil.) 
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Accident happened at first of two | 





ences on the Coast last week with |; towns 


British Shore Resorts 
Slump Hits Show Buz; 
Blame High Hotel Rates 


London, July 15. 


British seaside resorts, which used 
| to yield a real harvest for show pro- 
| ducers, often balancing their West 
| End summer losses, are having lean 
| pickings this year. Most prominent 
lof these spots, Blackpool, a gold- 
mine for many years, is suffering 
from its worst slump in 20 years. 
Spots, such as the Opera House, 
Tower Circus, Grand theatre, the 
Palace, and pier shows, have 
'dropped down to 50% of their regu- 
lar intakes or worse. 
| Hotels at Blackpool, which were 
|booked annually for months ahead, 
with the summer season always a 
sellout, are half empty. Many hotels 
complain they will suffer 
rlosses this year. Same applies 
Scottish resorts, the Isle of Wight, 
Isle of Man, and many other resorts. 
Main reason for falling off are the 
high prices charged at hotels, with 
packed with day-iripperss, 
who bring their own food in many 





This arrangement settled all | cases. 


Restaurants, however, ‘are still do- 


| National Variety Artists will tilt | singer and part of the deal involved | ing a big trade from these one-day 
|membership dues from current $6 a{ the dissolution of Russell, Inc., and | trippers. 





around the singer himself and the | 


Howard Remembers Stage 
Charities in 206 Estate 


Charles Howard, vet comedian, who 
died several weeks ago after a heart 
attack while visiting performer 
friends at Shubert theatre, N. Y., left 
an estate of over $20,000. . 


In a will drawn up two years ago 
iby Lou Handin, N. Y. attorney, 
comedian bequeathed $500 each to 
|Actors’ Fund, Jewish Theatrical 
Guild and N. Y. Elks. 

Howard undoubtedly had not ap- 
prised relatives about codicil. Han- 
din had been out of town when he 
died and when apprised of death 
communicated with Howard’s 
widow, who receives bulk of estate 
with their two sons. 








Puleo Vamping Minevitch 
To Head His Own Unit 


Johnny Puleo, lower case comic 
with Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals for years,, is pulling out of 
|the setup, claiming that the new 
Taft - Hartley bill gives him an 
out. He'll take six of the Rascals 
along with him in an act of his own. 

Puleo has already signed a con- 
tract to open Aug 4 at the Mercur 
Music Bar, Pittsburgh, for two 
weeks with options. 

Puleo has been with Minevitch 
for dozen years or more. He’s been 
feuding for a breakaway for some 
time, but had been dissuaded by 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 





Dobson With Goldstone 


Ned Dobson resigned from the 
Paul Small agency, N. Y., to join the 
Nat Goldstone agency, Hollywood. 
Dobson, prior to joining Small, was 
with the William Morris Coast office. 

However, Dobson will continue to 
work on some matters with Small 
inasmuch as Small represents Gold- 
stone in the east. 


Wheeler Again 
Tops Miami Award 


Q Miami, July 22. 

Miami néwspaper and radio station 
amusement editors, balloting in 
second annual awards for mythical 
all-star vaude show from acts which 
played the Olympia theatre here jy, 
past year, named Bert Wheeler as 
best comic again. 

Only repeater on the slate, Wheeler 
topped Willie Howard in the voting 
by one vote. Others selected were: 
Jan Bart, best male singer, with 
John Boles the runner up; DeCastro 
Sisters, femme vocalists, with Gracie 
Barrie and Yvette tied for the second 





| spot; Four Evans from the dance acts 
|}and juggler Rudy: Cardenas from the 


heavy | 
to |} 


novelty turns. 

Winners will be awarded silver 
trophies and have names inscribed 
on plaque backstage at the Olympia, 


MIAMI ADOPTS 57 
Miami, July 22. 
The Miami City Commission, this 
week, passed an ordinance levying 
a 5% tax on hotel and apartments 


for transients. Tax measure passed 
Commission after second reading. 





Bill was opposed by hotel and 
apartment owners, who contended 
measure would create ill will 


toward Miami and force visitors to 
other Flcrida cities. 





‘Adler Pays $3,000,000 


For Flamingo, Las Vegas 


Sanford D. Adler, operator of FI 
Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas, has pur- 
chased the Flamingo hotel in same 
town for a reported $3,000,000. Adler 
is still to set the entertainment pol- 
icy for his new acquisition but will 


continue name shows at the El 
Rancho. 

Spike Jones is current at the 
Rancho, and will be followed by 


Sophie Tucker, Harvey Stone and 
Frances Faye. 


Flamingo was owned by 
Siegel, recently slain mobster. 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
SPECIAL SUMMER PRICES! 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 

At $1.00 Each, or 
Nos. 1 Thru 13 for $10 
Nos. 14 Thru 22 at $1.00 Each 
or SET OF 22 FILES for $18.00 
WOTTA BUY! HURRY! 


“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS” 
3 Vols. at $20 per Vol., or 
$50 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
Over 10 8 -Written 
Seck Parodies ONLY $5.00 
“HOW TO MASTER THE 


CEREMONIES” 
(How to Be an Emcee 
_ $3 per Copy, Incl. 2 Gag 


NO €.0.D.’s 
Be Sure to Send Permanent Address 


PAULA SMITH 


Bugsy 











) 
Files 








200 W. Sith St. New York 19, N. Y. 




















Personal Management: 
ELBERT TERRY 


MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 


NOW (indefinitely) 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 





Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 

















GRINGO DO TAMBOURINE 


Sensational Brazilian Rhythms 
Now Appearing at 


LOEW’S STATE, New York 


(Week July 17th) 
| WITH CiRO RIMAC BAND 
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Schizophrenology 


At one of the topflight New England mountain-peak resorts where 


the tab runs from $25 to $50 
scion is presided over by a 


er person per day, the exclusive dining 
eadwaiter who combines a keen sense 


of handout hospitality with an astute touch of showmanship. As a 
_gide line to his more routine duties, this major domo operates ad- 
-jacent to his own living quarters a Screwball Rumpus Room where, for 


a customary fee, the heavy sugar 


guests are initiated into mountain 


’ night life complete with champagne, song, zany signs, pratfall gadgets 


and other devious devices. 


For next morning breakfast, the head 


joker clowns about the dining room in cap and bells dispensing gags 
and aspirin to his swank private customers with hangovers. 
From mid-September to mid-June this seemingly goofy character 


doubles as teacher of economics in 


a Greater, Boston High School. 
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Smalltime Acts in Pitt. 


Area 


Making Hay on Barbecue Circuit 


Pittsburgh, July 22. + 


Smalltime vaude and cafe acts, 
hit hard by the recession along the 
Booze Belt, are finding an unex- 
pected bonanza this summer in 
something new. Big picnics held by 
industrial firms and fraternal so- 
cieties are going in for paid enter-. 
tainment, and local bookers are bus- 
ier than they sometimes are during 
regular season. 

There’s hardly an outdoor affair in 
these parts any more than doesn’t 
put in a call for anywhere from 
three to seven acts, and turns that 
generally seek outside employment 
during the warm months are prac- 
ticing their trade and making a very 
good living. 

One agent here spent five years 
building up an out-doorsy clientele 
and now it’s beginning to pay off. 
The deviled egg circuit is the big- 
gest break, however, for the per- 
formers. Especially those who for- 
merly, couldn’t count on much be- 
tween banquet seasons. 





Lewis Follows Lena Horne}au, 4. 


In Fall Show at Copa, N.Y. 


Copacabana, N. Y., ushers in fall 
season on Sept. 11 with Joe E. 
Lewis, who is slated to foMow run 
of Lena Horne opening next Thurs- 
day (31). Mario and Floria have 
been set to go in with Lewis. 

Monte Proser, Copa’s operator, in- 
tends to round out the year with 
Tony Martin, Peter Lind Hayes and 
Rose Marie. 














WA’APPENS! | 


America's No. 1 Rumba Personality 


PUPI CAMPO 


and his orchestra 


Now... Chelsea Hotel 
Atlantic City 








; Per Dir. G.A.C. 





Yeggs Pass Up Show Folk 
In Croyden, Chi, Stickup 


Chicago, July 22. 
Forty customers, mostly show peo- 
ple .relaxigg after performances, 
hit the floor of the Croyden Hotel 
cocktail lounge here last week when 


two gunmen held up the bar at three 
p. m. 


Bandits escaped with $1,000 from 
the cash register making no at- 
tempt to rob the show folks. No one 
was hurt although one bandit fired 
and missed couple running out the 
side door when hold up order was 
given, 


GINNY SIMMS SET ON 
WALDORF ROOF, N. Y. 


Ginny Simms plays her first New 
York solo date when she opens at 
the Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof 
She’s also set on the Coca- 
Cola show starting Sunday, Aug. 17, 
on CBS. 


Jack Fina and Mischa Borr or- 


chestras are also part of the Waldorf 
show. 








Ross Fenton Farms Fades 


Owing Frances Faye 4G. 


Ross Fenton Farms, West End, 
N.J., folded last week after short- 


lived summer operation. Spot had a| 


bill topped by Frances Faye, who 
went out allegedly being owed $4,000. 
Miss Faye was set at $2,250 weekly. 

However, it’s likely that she’ll re- 
cover the money inasmuch as Farms 
was operated by Rocky Camera, who 
also has Greenwich Village Inn, 
N. Y. American Guild of Variety 
Artists, it’s felt, will demand pay- 
ment to songstress. 

Ross Fenton Farms for many years 
operated on the profits of the casino. 
Since gaming is outlawed this sea- 
son, spot apparently couldn’t make 
a go of it on a straight policy. 














primarily to the knockout 
Band. 


swell Brazilian singers and 


CIRO RIMAC 


AND HIS BAND 


“The new vaudeville show at the State is excellent, due 
They have a smooth Brazilian style and some 
Best of these is Alzira Camargo, a Latin Betty 


Hutton, who sings and gyrates with bang and humor.” 
Jack Thompson, N. Y. Mirror, July 20th, 1947. 


NOW LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
(Week July 17) 


Direction: HARRY ROMM, 38 E. 57th Street, New York 





act of Ciro Rimae and His 


dancers who knot the show 




















Carmen Amaya.” 





LA MINERVA 
FLAMINCO DANCER 


“Rimac’s come up with a first-rate gypsy and flaminco 
dancer in La Minerva, who looks and works like a younger 


NOW AT 


LOEW'S STATE, New York 


With CIRO RIMAC 


—VARIETY, May 7th. 








*. e 
Mipis, Anti-Gambling Law 
e e 
Seen: Stymying Fairs 
Minneapolis, July 22. 
Confusion over Gov. L, D. Young- 
dahl’s anti-gambling edict has caused 
Wallace Bros. show to cancel five 


Minnesota county fairs, darkening 
the fairs’ midway with possible re- 





sultant financial losses, 


The governor is determined to stop | 
all games of chance in the state and 
carnival shows that already have | 
played here have been hard hit by | 
enforcement. Show operators are} 
wondering what they can and cannot | 
bring into the state and don’t want | 
to take any chances, it’s explained | 
by Allan Doran, secretary of the | 
Minnesota Federation of County | 
Fairs. 





Doran says fair managers at the | 


| to procure some type of rides. 

| “If they do not,” says Doran, 
| these fairs may take a huge loss be- 
cause proceeds from the midway at- 
tractions go a long way toward pay- 
ing the costs of the fairs.” 


A.C.’s Garden Pier May 
Be Returned to Private 
Ownership in Tax Deal 


Atlantic City, July 22. 
The Garden Pier, once one of the 
resort's most popular amusement 
spots, now owned by the city via tax 
foreclosure proceedings, may be re- 








turned to private ownership this 
week, 
Mrs. Miriam Sylvia Richmond 


Levin, of Bala, Pa., sought return of 
the property, claiming that she 
wasn’t given due notice of the fore- 
closure suit and that thus had been 
deprived of an opportunity to protect 
her interests. She claimed that she 
was serving in the WAC during the 
war and that the work was so con- 
fidential that she wasn’t permitted to 
receive personal mail. It was during 
this time the city served notice of 
intent to foreclose. 

Vice-chancellor Vincent S. Hane- 
man is expected to sign a formal 
order this week permitting Mrs. 
| Levin to regain title to the property 
| provided she pays all taxes, interests 





a stipulated date. This will total 
more than $200,000, since $150,000 was 
the total of delinquent taxes when 
the city gained possession of the 
property on April 5, 1944. The vice- 
chancellor has upheld Mrs. Levin's 
claim that she wasn’t given due 
notice of the foreclosure suit. 

Mrs. Levin is prepared to bring 
the pier up to date if she secures 
possession again, it is reported. She 
would reopen it next summer. The 
pier has been a white elephant as far 
as the city is concerned. The resort 
had no funds to improve it and make 
it a public park. It could not sell it 
because of deed restrictions. 


Shanghai, Miami, Folds 
Owing Acts, Band Dough 


Miami Beach, July 22. 
New Shanghai Club folded Thurs- 








‘day (17), after one week of opera- | October 


five places will make every attempt | 








and the city’s costs of foreclosure at | 





Mt. Hotel Assn. Capitulates to AGVA 
Terms, Averting Threatened Lockout 


Threatened lockout of vaude acts 
in N. Y. mountain resort area in 
reprisal for American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists having banned four 
spots as unfair, didn’t come off. In- 
stead, operators tendered clive 
branch to talent union and after | 
capitulating to latter’s demands for 
proper housing and boarding of acts | 
booked into their spots, were given 
the greenlight by Dave Fox, acting 
national head of AGVA in absence 
of Matt Shelvey, but not until they 


Gal Aerialist Faints Atop 
Pole, Rescued by Partner 


Atlantic City, July 22 
Spectators viewing the water cir- 





had signed contracts to that effect. 
However, some of the spots not 
involved in fuss but who had 


| eancelled shows because of the ban 


on fellow members, were without 
shows last weekend through inabil- 
ity to set talent in after Fox had 
made his decision late Friday night 
(18). 

Crux of controversy, according to 


Fox, was the refusal of spots in- 
| volved (Lake House, Maple Lawn 
and Alamac, Woodridge, and Gold- 
berg’s, Loch Sheldrake) to abide by 
AGVA’'s clause that acts employed 
hould get room and board on prem- 
ises or comparable quarters within 
five mile radius of employment 
plus safe transportation back and 


forth for meals, rehearsals, etc. All 
others but four involved, booked by 


| Jack Segal, who also runs a room- 


cus on Steel pier Friday night (18) 
got an unexpected thrill when a girl | 
collapsed 165 feet over | 
their heads and was rescued by male | 
partner. 

Marian Foster, 25, of Boston, and | 
Ludwig Berosini were hoisted to the | 
tops of poles despite heavy gale 
wind. 


performer 


Suddenly the girl yelled to partner | 
who swung from his pole and 
worked way across 50 foot on sway- 
ing wire to her, 

She was lowered to the deck and 
treated in her dressing room, where 
she said that she had completely 
blacked out and did not even re- 
member how she had braced herself 
against falling. 


ILL. BILL WOULD BAN 
CAMERA GALS IN CAFES 


Chicago, July 22. 
Night club camera girls are burned 
over bill passed by [Illinois state 
legislature which outlaws their busi- 
ness. Bill, which now awaits Gov- 
ernor Dwight H. Green’s signature, 








| lifted, 


| structions to 


| ing house for his acts, haa lived up 


to contracts. 

After the Mountain Hotel Men’s 
Assn. declared last week (14) that 
they’d toss shows unless ban was 
AGVA characterized action 
as a lockout and was about to take 
retaliatory steps via Musicians’ 
union, That had been Shelvey’s in- 
Fox from Chicago, 
where former is confabbing on 
forthcoming convention setup. 

A committee of resort owners not 


| involved in the mixup, spearheaded 


by Paul Grossinger, of Grossinger’s, 
angled a conciliatory deal from Fox 
that permitted spots to light with 
talent as usual. Truce was effected 
only after four trouble spots signed 
contracts providing for room and 
board on their premises, union hav- 
ing lifted the five-mile stipulation as 


to them as a punitive measure. 
Others will operate either way as 
formerly. 

One aftermath of the AGVA- 


borscht hotel fracas is the filing of 
a $5,000 damage and injunction suit 
against the union by Jack Segal. 
Hearing is slated for today (Wed- 
nesday) in the N. Y. Supreme court. 
However, there is the possibility 


was spearheaded by Senator Roland | that action will be dropped because 


Libonati of Chicago, who claimed 


and out-of-towners have been em- 


barrassed by roving camera girls” 


and that sometimes. there were | 
shakedowns.” 
Gals have been burrows since} 
charges were made, calling accu- | 


sations and bill “silly” and move to 
deprive them of earning a living. | 
Teeth to the bill are fines of $100 | 
to $500 and jail term of 90 days, or 
both, for cafe owners entering into 
contracts with camera girls. 


MCA Setting Sinatra - 
Dates for East in Fall 


Frank Sinatra probably will come 
east in the fall to work theatres and 
it’s probable he will again play the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. 

Music Corp. of America is nego- 
tiating theatre deals for the singer 
which may confine him to the Para- 
mount, N. Y., and the Chicago in 
Chi. They would be played during 
and November. Waldorf 





that “men in public life, —e | 
} 








|tion which saw a strong opening | deal would be later. 


\fade until acts were working to 
sparse attendance thereafter. 

Myron Cohen, dialectician, who 
opened room as a favor to owner 
Max Caldwell, worked for five days 
and turned spot over to Eddie Shaef- 
fer, comic, in New York with Harry 
|Adler, agent who repped Caldwell. 

Shaeffer and supporting acts, the 
Debonairs and the Martins, arrived 
for Thursday night stint and were 
'told the room was closed and all 
|would be paid the following after- 
|noon. After waiting several hours 
|\they were told there’d be no, payoff. 


|La Martinique, N.Y., To 
Reopen as Supper Club 


Indications that La Martinique will 
preem for the fall season as a supper 
|club came this week with the sign- 
| ing of Ruby Hill for the initial show. 
| Booking indicates that Dario and 
| Jimmy Vernon, spot’s bonifaces, will 
| attempt intimate late hour entertain- 
|}ment policy. . 

Other acts are still to be set. 


| U. S. Acts for Pansine 


Hotel International,, Panama City, 
jis slated to open Friday (25) with a 
show comprising the Richards-Adair 
cancers, 
Rymal. 

Spot is operated by Bill Liebow, 
owner of the International hotels 
'in Havana and Miami Beach. 














Helen Parrish and Reggie | 





of Friday’s settlement of the issue. 











THERE'S ONLY ONE 


Currently 


EL RANCHO 
Las Vegas 


Direction: M.C.A. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Leon & Eddie's, N. Y.- 


Efidie Davis, Carl Conway, Marsha 
Stone, Holloway Sisters (2), Shirley 
Hayward, Frank Shepherd line (10), 
Art Warner Orch; $3.50 Min. 





Eddie Davis, operating spot solo 
since recent business chism from 
Leon Enken, his partner of 18 years, 
is maintaining format which has 


made this cafe a legend on 52d street. | 


As always, the major draw is 
Davis’ songs and minehosting. Those 
lured by his entertainment pro- 
pensities always make return trips 
because of the intimate touch of 
proceedings. 

It still holds true that, due to the 
high laugh value in Davis’ 30-minute 
stint, the spot can afford to utilize 
rest of the floor show to spawn new 
talent. Batch of newcomers this trip, 
looks like they'll be set on the cafe 
circuit. Of the layout, Marsha Stone's 
singing shows up in the most polished 
professional manner. She shows | 
savvy in selection of numbers and | 
has a good feeling for interpretation. | 

Bill is emceed by Carl Conway 
(New Acts). with dance interludes 
coming from Shirley Hayward and | 
Holloway Sisters (both New Acts). | 
Tahja, a holdover here, does her| 
exotic terping in a manner that’s 
okay for the visiting firemen trade. 
The Frank Shepherd line (10) shows | 
up nicely in a pair of production 
numbers. Art Waner’s orch, as_ usual, 
does competent backing. Jose. 





Flaminge, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 20. 

Joey Adams, Mark Plant, Tony 
Canzoneri, Dave Apollon with La- 
verne Gustafson & Lois Bannerman, 
Think-A-Drink Hoffman, Dorothy 
Dorben Dancers (7), Garwood Van's 
Orch. (13): no cover or minimum. 

The moment Sanford Adler and 
associates acquired the Flamingo 
they switched Joey Adams, Tony 
Canzoneri and Mark Plant into top 
spot from the Rancho Vegas another 
Adler operated hostelry where the 
trio were in third week. 

Adams starts off show by inter-| 
viewing a couple of youngsters, ad | 
libbing gags that garner plenty | 
laughs. Emceeing, he works in and 
out of every act. Canzoneri makes a} 
good foil. os 

Plant scores with his renditions of 
“It's A Great Big Wonderful World,” 
medley of Irving Berlin tunes, 
“September Song,” “Old Man River, 
and encores with Adams clowning 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently 
CARMEN THEATRE 
PHILADELPHIA 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 





| gram included “Beguine,” “Summer- | 


| Stubby & Buccanneers for funstering 

















. RENDEZVOUS 
NEWPORT, KY. 
Weeks of 
July 18 and 25 


Direction: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 
130 W. 42d St., N.Y. 

Phone: PE 6-0975 





through “Sonny Boy” which gets} 
‘em off to heavy applause. | 

Dave Apollon is well received with 
two lookers accompanying, talented | 
Laverne Gustafson on piano and Lois | 


Bannerman on harp. Apollon’s pro- | 


time,” “Man I Love,” “Hungarian | 
Rhapsody” and a Boogie Woogie | 
encore. 

Think - A- Drink. Hoffman goes 
through bartender’s manual produ- | 
cing everything from scotch to a 
zombie at will. His fast line of chat- | 
ter and pretty gal assistants sell for | 
good applause. 

Dorothy Dorben dancers open with 
Merry Widow number and return | 
for colorful oriental dance. Natalie 
Schilling is featured. 

Garwood Van’s orch plays a neat 
show. Brig. 





Village Barn, N. Y. 

Ann Dennis, Corday & Triano. 
Capt. Stubby & Buccaneers (5), Lew | 
Cecil, Pappy Below; no cover or 
minimum, 





Meyer S. Horowitz’s Village Barn, | 
N. Y., which for years has been a 
popular diversion center in Green- 
wich Village for several decades, has 
one of its sockiest layouts in new 
summer show. Sparked by attrac- 
tive Ann Dennis, erstwhile prima of 
“Polonaise” and “Yours Is My 
Heart;” Corday & Triana, as nifty a 
terp team that’s around, plus Capt. 


and instrumentation, it can’t miss 
taking the bucolic nitery out of 
usual summer doldrums. 

Stubby and lads are the slickest 
combo the Barn has had in some 
time—and they’ve had others plenty 
good. They've a youthful group, 
comprising Tom Fouts (Stubby), 
Tiny Stokes, Jerry Richards, Sunny 
Fleming, Tony Walberg, who double 
on instruments, vocals and clowning 
in merry style. Fouts’ batons and 
handles comedy numbers such as 
“Barnacle Bill” but really kills them 
with his suppressed falsetlo version 
of “Who’s That Knocking At My 
Door,” flanked by lads and worked 
up for top comedy bit. Stokes clicks 
with his neat tenoring.on “Irish Lul- 
laby,” “Glocca Morra” and “Peg O’ 
My Heart,” Walberg and Richards 
contrib nice version of “Bumble 
Bee” on clary and accordion. Lads 
do 20-minute floor stint that’s socko 
all the way and provides hep tunes 
for dansapation. Instrumentation for 
latter comprise piano, bass, accor- 
dion, guitar, washboard and other 
gadgets. Though a zany combo their 
funstering is modulated and gets | 
away from more blatant contem- | 
poraries. | 
Miss Dennis provides class touch | 
in her song stanza (New Acts). Ditto | 
for Corday & Riano, whose smooth 
and ingenious terp contribs are top- 
drawer stuff. Couple previously made 
somewhat of a rep playing class 
spots like the Versailles and Persian 
room of Plaza hotel until interrupted 
two years ago when Triano under- 
went operation on-leg. There’s no 
evidence of such handicap in their 
work here and they look set for an- 
other whirl around the class cafes. 
Their routines are imaginative, well 
thought out and neatly executed. 
Teeing off with classy waltz to 





animated foxtrot to “Fine and 
Dandy,” they effect another change 
of pace in a pantomimic conceit to 
“Beautiful Morning,” with Stokes 


| subway 


Chopin’s Nocturne and seguing into | 


Martin Kent. Working in the swoon- 
style he purveys “That’s For Me,” 
“Ill Be Passing By,” and “Prisoner 
Of Love.” Encores with “Peg O 
My Heart.” 

Acro-adagio terpers Andre & Del- 
phine click with smooth lifts, bal- 
ancees and spine. Routines are a bit 
too slowly paced to garner best re- 
turns. 

Al Nesor, in closing spot, is a 
brash comic with reminiscent gags. 
Most are slanted at oversized schnozz 
for laughs. “Cockeyed Murray” tops 
his sequence. Encores with the hoary 
panto bit. However, it 
seemed new to most patrons. 

Line spaces with three stereotyped 
routines. Johnny Silvers orch backs 
show competently and handles dance 
music in okay fashion. Lary. 





Copacabana, Miami B’ch 
Miami Beach, July 18. 

Slate Brothers with Fay Carroll, 

Duke Art & Junior, Bob Dixon, Ger- 

maine, June Taylor Girls (7), Frank 

Linale Orch; no minimum or cover. 





There’s been a slump in biz for 
niteries running on the Beach, with 
the Copa affected as well as most 
others. The hotels are doing nicely, 
as are their dance patios. But the 
clubs, outside of weekends, aren't. 
Production installed July 4 is a 
bright, fast-moving 70 minutes, 

New to this area, the Slate Bros. 
are a hard working trio of zanies 
with fresh material. Mixture of 
crossfire patter; impreshes and the 
penny arcade,.wrestling and base- 
ball game takeoffs get howls. Inter- 
lude with Fay Carroll is all too 
short. Looker impresses with her 
song, despite comedy biz injected by 
the trio. It’s a funny sequence, but 
the payees wanted to hear more 
from her. 

Supporting lineup builds strongly. 
Production numbers are imaginative, 
with the attractive June Taylor girls 
handling routines with sparkle. Ger- 
maine, holdover, scores with her tap 
weavings and spins. Bob Dixon, an- 
other holdover, applies voeal talents 
to production numbers and reaps 
good returns for “Lover Come Back 
To Me” and “Granada.” 


Duke Art and Junior add novelty 
via their fast clay modeling. His 
figures, accomped by past patter, 
make for a satisfying sequence. Car- 
icatures include- baby, mother-in- 


law, glamor gal into old age, and | 


for a topper, Uncle Sam. 


Frank Linale and small unit back 
show in good style and get them up 
for dansapation. Lary. 


‘‘Jukebox’’ Tele 


Centinued from page 1 











ized long ago that returns on adver- 
tising by radio are good. He is learn- 
ing now that returns on television 
will be even better.” 


“They pay no tax; they drop no 
nickels in slots; they receive no bills 
from anyone. They expect the same 
from television and they are going 
to get the same from television.” 
To refute McDonald’s stand that 
advertising alone cannot support top 
drawer video programs, he pointed 





tenoring vocal, for prolonged salvos. 
Encore with Polish majurka for more 
applause. 

Lew Cecil, holding over from pre- 
vious show, pleases with fiddling and 
tunes on toy ballroom. Also fiddles 
for square dances and musical chairs 
stunts, handled by Pappy Below in 
candy-striped overalls to maintain 











bucolic motif, and providing plenty 
additional fun. Edba 





Kitty Davis’, Miami 


Miami Beach, July 17. 
Al Nesor, Ken Barry, Martin Kent, 


Silvers Orch; no minimum or cover. 

















Nothing otstanding in current 





Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 


* Draw from our library, one of the 
fargest, most comprehensive in 


* Exclusive material our specialty’ 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Read, L. I. City 2, N. ¥ 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 


package though layout is entertain- 
ing most of the way. 

; Ken Barry holds over as emcee 
and keeps things moving. In own 
spot comic applies easy delivery to 
a familiar line of patter, with fresh 
| angles added to garner giggles. Tops 
| stint with the prop-snake in a basket 
bit for howls and hearty salvos. 














Singing spot is capably held by 





| 
| 





ONE NITE STANDS 


BOISE, 24; SALT LAKE 
CITY, 25; BURLEY, 26 





Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenve, New York . 





Andre & Delphine, Line (6), Johnny | 


to the increasing interest being 
| shown by advertisers. “Sixty-two 
| advertisers, including many of the 
| nation’s largest companies, are now 
sponsoring television programs. Only 
|a short month ago that number was 
| 46. So we have had an increase of 
;16 in 30 days or 33%.” This he em- 
|phasized was during the seasonal 
decline of radio advertising. 


He warned that selling sets as 
“home jukeboxes” would actually 
depress sales since only a limited 
|/number of people could afford the 
| perpetual expense on top of the 
| initial cost of a set, which in turn 
| would actually reduce the amount 
‘of revenue rather than increase it. 
He cited the Canadian Broadcasting 
/Corp., which is partially supported 
by listener fees, as an example of a 
|red ink operation when an extra 
| charge is made for listening. 
| E. R. Bonfig, v.p. of Zenith, scoffed 
'at these charges, claiming that the 
combination of free television pro- 
| grams plus “phone vision” was just 
| the thing needed to “lift television 
from the doldrums in which it has 
| languished for years.” He pointed 


| out that Zenith’s system, “instead of | 


|; competing with ordinary television, 
| will be an added service of great 
{value to both the public and the 
television industry.” 


| 
| ° ” . ° 
| “In addition,” he said, “phone vi- 


| sion will enable set owners to see in 


their homes, for a moderate fee, new 

|}movies, theatrical spectacles and 
|} other costly features. Entertainment 
of this type has never been avail- 
able to the public free of charge, and 
never will be, by television or any 
j other means.” 





| achieved a high degree of eminence | 
| with their version of “Open the | 


that “radio could not be the success | 
it is if the advertiser had not real- | 


New 


JANE WITHERS 
Songs 

14 mins. 

Latin Quarter, Chicago 


Jane Withers, ex-moppet screen 
star who began her vaude career in 
Chicago at the age of seven, makes 
nitery bow here also, with her ap- 
pearance at the Latin Quarter. 


She has abundant fresh material 
and capable accompanist. In a 
powder blue and black lece affair, 
she projects nice singing voice; also 
a flair for comedy. 

Opening with “Annie Get Your 
Gun” medley, she incorporates ef- 
fervescent personality which has 
made her a favorite in films and pre- 
vious vaude dates. “Willie the Wolf 
of the West,” which she offers at 
alternating performances with “Jack, 
Jack, Jack,” (latter done with Ritz 
Bros.) songalogs her experience 
with a western wolf. Also medley 
including, “Mr. Five by Five,” “Deep 
in the Heart of Texas,” “Not Mine,” 
and “Temptation.” 

For a windup she does old reliable 
theatre holdover, “Hollywood Glam- 
or,” tale of a film queen’s artificial 
store beauty. Her routine has punch, 
her voice is strong, and wins solid 
response. She’s a good bet for 
either vaude or plush niteries. 

Hunt. 


ANN DENNIS 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 


Ann Dennis is an attractive titian 
with vibrant personality and splen- 
did singing voice, who is trying her 
vaude and nitery wings here after a 
turn at principal roles of “Polonaise” 
and “Yours Is My Heart” on Broad- 
way. From reception and ability 
displayed she will continue to go 
places. 

Wearing an off shoulder attractive 
black net gown, with skyblue acces- 
sories, she projects charm from 
walkon and sustains it throughout 
songs. Introing with “It’s a Grand 
Day” for neat response she segues 
into “September Song” for change of 
pace and winds with a Jerome Kern 
medley, which provides plenty 
flexibility for range, for more hefty 
salvos, 

Gal’s a good bet for any branch of 
showbiz—vaude, productions or the 
swankier boites. Edba. 


Acts 


that's too unhep to surprise steady 
vaude patrons, 

However, with better material 
team might work into standard act 
category. Benson is a funny little 
guy, both in appearance and projec- 
tion, Mann, as straight, hasn’t yet ac. 
Quired that sharp edge of timing to 
increase laugh value of gags. In the 
applause joust, he should try some- 
thing other than weak line of terps. 

Jose. 


HOLLOWAY SISTERS (2) 
Dance 

8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

The Holloway Sisters are a pair of 
well-garbed and nicely appearing 
tapsters with energetic routines, 
They show some nice turns, pre- 
cision work is good, but need cone 
siderably more polish in execution. 

When more fluidify is achieved 
they'll do in terp spot in family 
vauders. Jose. 
CARL CONWAY 
Songs 
8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


As evidenced from his singing 
chores at Leon & Eddie’s, Carl Cone 
way is yet to determine whether he 
wants to be classified as a baritone 
or tenor. Natural voice indicates 
greater volume in the higher regis- 
ters, but it seems that he’s forcing 
pipes down a few pitches resulting 
in loss of quality. 


Once he gets his placement set, 
many kinks now evident will be 
ironed out. He’s okay on ballads, and 
also emcees handily. Jose, 


SHIRLEY HAYWARD 
Acro-Dance 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Shirley Hayward, youthful con- 
trol dancer, has developed a set of 
nifty acro tricks, nice backbends, 
and other items which make for ap- 
plause-winning returns. However, 
she could enhance value with greater 
concentration on dance part of act. 
The straight terps are still in de- 
velopment stage and need polish, 
but once she uses sapient mixture 
of both, she’ll be ready for the more 
lucrative spots. 

She’s a looker, makes a nice ap- 
pearance and tastefully garbed. 

Jose. 





THREE FLAMES 
Instrumental 

15 Mins. 

Vilage Vanguard, N. Y. 


The Three Flames are far from 
being a new act, having already 


Door Richard,” still on the best sell- | 
ing lists in England. For Variety's 
file records, they’re a sock bet on the 
cafe and cocktail lounge circuit and 
need only a few additional gim- 
micks to mold into a good vaude act. 

With an instrumentation of piano, 
bass and amplified guitar, this sepia 
combo has style, melody, a strong 
beat and good concept of comedy. | 





‘ ; _ | Many of their numbers are slanted | 
The American people are accus- | for comedy with such titles as “Don’t | 
tomed to the radio way,” he averred. | 


Be Ridiculous, Nicholas,” together | 
with varied calypsos. 


Can handle dance assignments 
equally weil. Jose. | 
JAY MARSHALL 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 


Village Vanguard, N. Y. 


Jay Marshall uses his magic as a 
premise for an entertaining comedy 
act. While some of his tricks are 
applause winners, he relies mainly 
upon literate and fetching monology. 

Lad centers most of gab around 
stunts such as interlocking rings, 
paper formations, and finally knock- 
ing off a bit of ventro, using gloves 
shaped into a rabbit as dummy. He 
gets plenty laughs on all tricks. 

He’s ready for class cafes. Jose. 





MANN & BENSON 
Comedy 

10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


Jack Mann and Irving Benson, who 
recently toured with the Leo Fuld 
unit, “Fun for Your Money,” and 
have since teamed on own, have 
welded a partly commercial act from 
stray bits of corn and hoke that fre- 
quently bring laughs. But as pres- 
ently set up, turn is too familiar in 
gags and routining to be bigtime. 

They do such familiars as the deaf 
men with single hearing device; di- | 
viding house for applause solicita- 
tion, and show a line of verbiage | 





Columbus Nitery Burgled 
Columbus, O., July 22. 

A 500-pound safe containing $3,- 
000 was taken from the Kit-Kat Club 
early July 13 by thieves who sawed 
through two-inch iron bars across 
a rear-window, police reported. 

Detectives said the safe was rolled 
out the back door and loaded onto 
a small truck with several cases of 
liquor. 


MIRIAM SEABOLD 


“Ballerina with a Sense of Humor" 


Just Completed: 
Dallas Operette 
““Blossomtime”’ 
Currently: 
Pappy’s Showland, Dallas 























BOOKED SOLID 


MARCH 31-AUGUST 11TH 


Thanks to 
NORMAN STAPPE - E. O. STACY 
MCA, Dallas 
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"VOICE COACH TO 
THE STARS" 


LEO KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND ARRANGER 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 
New York City 
BY APPOINTMENT 




















with bang and humor." 








ALZIRA CAMARGO 


SENSATIONAL BRAZILIAN SINGER 


Now at Loew’s State, New York 


(WEEK JULY 17) 
APPEARING WITH CIRO RIMAC BAND 
“Ciro Rimac has some swell Brazilian singers and dancers . 


these is Alzira Camargo, a Latin Betty Hutton, who sings and gyrates 
—dJack Thompson, N. Y. Mirror, July 20th, ‘47. 


Direction: HARRY ROMM 
38 East 57th Street, New York 
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House Reviews 


Capitol, N. Y. 
traeter Orch with Kitty 
Ted od: Jimmy & Mildred Mulcay, 
Winchell, De Marcos, Charles 
renet; “The Hucksters” (M-G), re- 
vpiewed in Variety July 2, 47, 





ersatility and playing per- 
gglanonce, there aren't many bills 
around that can equal the current 

w at Loew's New York flagship. 

The Mulcays. with their standard 
harmonica wizardry; Paul Winchell 
and his expert ventriloquial act; the 
dazzling De Marcos, in their ever- 
expert pallroomology, and Charles 

et, the French swooner, com- 
rise a bill that can play anywhere. 
And Ted Straeter’s orch? Well, that’s 
the weak spot. 

The Mulcays are the opening act, 
as such, barring the Straeter orch 
contributions. And, as always, they 
show the dexterity they've been pass- 
ing off through the years with their 
mouthwork. 

Winchell, with the dummy that he 
calls Jerry Mahoney, is as good as 
any voice-thrower around, always 
striving for something new. That 
ees for both material as well as 
ittle bits of business that come un- 
der the heading of novelty. And 
achieving novelty in an act of this 
type is a trick in itself> 

t’s almost a shame that the De 
Marcos have to be restricted as they 
are by the small elevated platform 
on which the whole layout works. 
But they overcome this handicap as 
best as they can, though to the 
trained eye it’s obvious that Tony 
and the always gorgeously costumed 
Sally De Marco would like to spread 
their wings and really fly, What 
wouldn’t they do for that nearby 
Roxy stage! ; 

As for Trenet, this is his second 
Broadway theatre date in several 

onths, and as he displayed at 
wew's State down the street re- 
cently, his Gallic personality and 
warbling are clickos wherever he 
may play. The trick that Trenet has 
astered is to sing those French 
yrics and have a typically N. Y. 
audience maintain its interest thoug 
hey might not know their meaning. 

e lyrics don’t have to mean a 
thing; the Frenchy’s personality and 
etter! are clearly manifested. 

e fact that he closes this show, tol- 
lowing the spectacular De Marcos, is 

clear demonstration of his boffola. 
Nothing here could follow him. 

Straeter’s orch seems listless in 
playing for the show behind the 
negative personality of the leader. 
Its own innings are just stage waits. 
Kitty Crawford, with the band, is 
cute-looking and does one _ tune 
nicely. Kahn. 


Strand, N. Y. 


Freddy Martin Orch. (19) with 
Stuart Wade, Clyde Rogers, Glenn 
ughes, Barclay AKen, Gene Conk- 


in & Martin Men (5); Jean, Jack & 
auty, Artie Dann, “Cry Wolf” 
e ), reviewed in Variety July 2, 





Freddy Martin’s orchestra, which 
r years has been a power on rec- 
ords almost consistently, waited a 
long time to work a Broadway 
vaudfilm house. A perennial at the 
Cocoanut Grove, Ambassador hotel, 
Los Angeles, Martin has never be- 
fore played the important bandfilm 
houses. Years ago, when he hit the 
disk jackpot with his “Piano Con- 
certo,” Music Corp. of America di- 
verted him into locations. Yet, per- 
haps it was all for the best since he 
has issued a fair number of hits on 
RCA-Victor disks the past year or 
more and his b.o. value is that much 
better. 
Martin puts on one of the best 
e shows the Strand has ever 
P-2sented. It’s unfortunate that one 
of the acts used with him doesn’t 
measure up, to standard he sets, but 
that’s not his fault. With no femme 
singer (and not missed) and @ pas- 
sel of singing musicians, plus a large 
dose of intelligence applied to minu- 
test detail, this band serves enter- 
ment that without exception 
ws heavy audience response for 
fach individual bit. That in itself is 
Tecommendation enough, since to- 
Gay's bandfilm audiences have de- 
veloped considerable lethargy toward 
unimaginative scripts used by most 
heatre-working maestros. 
artin’s application of gray mat- 
ter starts from the opening. His band 
comes out of the pit immaculately 
attired in dark trousers, white 
sports jackets (pressed, too) black 
€s and hankies and black and 
white shoes. It doesn’t sound like 
much until one reflects on the 
sloppy dress of so many contempor- 
rd bands. Then starts the parade 
Of singers and the show moves so 
ast that, when it’s over, it actually 
seems too long since so much has 
appened in some 62 minutes. 
wm Penner is an arrangement of 
eres no Business Like Show 
pusiness into which is  interpo- 
jated a handful of past hits, such as 
Daphony,” “To Each His Own,” 
oin’ What Comes Nat’rally,” “Ma- 
nagua Nicaragua” and employing 
Singers Stuart Wade, Clyde Rogers 
_ the Martin Men. It’s a smart, 
_ debut piece excellently paced by 
e following Debussy’s “Clair De 
pig a deluxe arrangement for 
th ge that is niftily lighted. Above 
€re's a crack about attention to de- 


* 


“mac Orch 





t:il. An example: Martin does a 
sax solo in this, lighted by a spot 
from the wings. As he winds up he 
begins turning around just as the 
spots begin to fade. It’s a small item, 
but it adds up to a standout overall 
picture. 

As things proceed, Martin trots 
out all of his tricks. There’s a sax 
man (Gene Conklin) who whistles, 
“Nola” and “Hora Staccata.” Pian- 
ist Barclay Allen gets his inning and 
proves an excellent performer on 
“Bumble Boegie,” “Cumawa,” a 
samba he wrote himself, and “Misir- 
lou.” He’s perhaps a better key- 
board man than Jack Fina and Mur- 
ray Arnold, both of whom exited 
Martin’s combo to start their own 
combos (this band is built around 
piano and the chair must be held by 
an accomplished workman). Mar- 
tin shows more good judgment, too, 
in performing the hits of the day, 
whether he has recorded them or 
not, inserting them between the two 
outside acts and covering, “Peg O’ 
My Heart,” “I Wonder,” “That's My 
Desire.” At the finale, the band 
delivers a “Concerto” medley, which 
holds its audience to the finish, a 
smart spotting of material with 
— the combo has become identi- 
ied. 

Performance-wise, Martin’s com- 
bo also rates a big “E.”’ But here 
again it’s smart thinking that does 
the trick. This is essentially a hotel 
band (and one of the best, by the 
way, based on a viewing by the 
writer at the Cocoanut Grove). 
That is to say its beat never varies, 
its five brass never become over- 
talkative (all the ingredients that 
for a dull, dime-a-dozen two-beat 
outfit, looking at it from any per- 
spective other than a 50-year old). 
But, the choice of tunes, the excel- 
lence of its arrangements, the 
method of staging, the constant use 
of soloists, trios, quintets—in other 
words, smart showmanship turns 
this combo into one of the outstand- 
ing bands available. Add to that one 
other item and the picture is com- 
lete. This band is an organization. 
ts attention to dress, its stage de- 
portment and everything else com- 
bines to cite that every member 
of the outfit takes his job seriously. 

Jean, Jack & Judy present a good 

act in itself. But it’s a bit mis- 
placed on this show. When they 
come on Martin has held the stage 
for 25 minutes alone and their tum- 
bling and acro stuff jars loose’ his 
hold on audience. * Too, the act’s 
costumes this. showing were n.s.g. 
A class dance act would have been 
the right ticket. 
_ Artie Dann is a comedian who 
isn’t very impressive in his open- 
ings gags, but winds ug like Assault 
and has to beg off. He uses re- 
verse psychology in routines that 
deprecate ‘his unusual nose, includ- 
ing a parody of “Sam You Made the 
Pants too Long” and gets his audi- 
ence going his way with it. There- 
after, he’s a shoo-in and inevitably 
he begins a series of imitations, the 
performance of which makes it ob- 
vious that Jimmy Durante will be 
the capper. The guy’s very funny, 
however, except for those opening 
gags and well worth the salvos he 
gets. Wood. 


State. N. Y. 
Sue Ryan, Harry Babbitt, Ciro Ri- 
(11) with Charlie Boy, 
Alizira Camargo, La Minerva, Rein- 
ita; Les Juvelys, Grace Drysdale, 
an & Benson; “Odd Man Out” 
(U-I) 





While current State layout has 
some off-moments, it’s basically a 
strong show that gets a high degree 
of audience receptivity. It’s well- 
balanced and has enough variety to 
make it entertaining fare. 

Toppers are Sue Ryan and Harry 
Babbitt. Miss Ryan, who always 
does well at this house, gets 
her strong mittings despite current 
material not being up to her usual 
par. Special material built around 
“Guy Named Joe” and “Chi Baba” 
show up effectively, but it’s gal’s 
innate ability to handle comedy 
that puts her into the sock class. 

Babbitt, who reached a degree of 
name value via his long tenure 
as soloist with the Kay Kyser orch, 
hits the measure of this house de- 
spite several vocal clinkers on show 
eaught. He builds up to a good re- 
sponse, but for many in the audience 
good work is nullified by falsetto 
rendition of “Cecilia” doubly wrong 
since he does number previously in 
serious vein. 

Probably the strongest turn on the 
layout is by Ciro Rimac crew. They 
offer a lively Latin session with an 
11-piece band, plus vocals and dance 
turns. Rimac ts omnipresent during 
the long turn as maestro, singer and 
duncer, doing all energeticly for ap- 
plause building results. As usual, 
Charlie Boy dances, and Alzira Ca- 
margo gives out with s.a. and song, 
both for nice results. Newcomers 
with crew are La Minerva, who 
shows promise in the flamenco terp 
line, and Reinita, who chips in_ in 
additional terps. Turn is colorful, 
fast and entertaining. 

Opener is by Les Juvelys, who get 
top mitts on intricate head balanc- 
ing. Grace Drysdale, in the duce, 
shows hand puppets to good ad- 
vantage. Mann & Benson is al 

ose. 


New Acts. 


Steet Pier. A. <. 
Atlantic City, July 18. 
Kitty Kallen, Jack D. Leonard, 
Elaine Howard, Skating Earls, Jugg- 
ling Jewels, John O’Connell House 
Orch; “Thunder Mountain” (RKO). 


Glamorous Kitty Kallen, song- 
stress, tops the Steel pier bill this 
week supported by other good acts. 

With rotund Jack D. Leonard 
emceeing, show opens with Juggling 
Jewels, four gals who keep out- 
fronters interested with nice club 
and hoop juggling for nice returns. 

Elaine & Howard score with their 
comedy terping appearing on pier 
in some time. Girl’s ability to man- 
handle partner big laugh spot. 
Garner meet applause. 

Miss Kallen tees off with “Blue 
Skies” and follows with “Please 
Take Me Home” which goes over 
with a bang. Then a medley com- 
prising “Besame Mucho,” “I'll Buy 
That Dream,” and “Long, Long 
Time” for additional salvos. 





dred Years from Today.” 


stint which is mixture of clowning 
and takeoffs on Hollywood celebs 
that are unused up for lots of fun. 

Skating Earls, gal and two lads, 
close with fast interlude on roller 
skates. Hefty femme stooge adds to 
merriment of act. 

Big good at show caught. 

Walk. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, July 17. 
Rufe Dduis, Marshall Bros., Pat 
Burke & Sylvia Rhodes, Raymond 
Baird, Les Rhode House Orch; “The 
Imperfect Lady” (Par). 





Solid fare most of the way in lay- 


comedy the chief lure. 

Gets them all the way with his 
hillbilly songs, sound effects and 
patter. Vocal tricks are standout. 
Off to terrif response. 

Supporting lineup sets a zingy pace, 
with the Castle sisters in the teeoff 
slot clicking with their terping. Ray- 
mond Baird, sax-clarinetist, goes 
over nicely in his spot with his 
tootling. Tops with “Jealousy,” done 
with two saxes. 

Sylvia Rhodes and Pat Burke are 
a pair of youngsters who have been 
playing local boites and this house 
for several years. In current stint 
they show development into a solid 
song due. Gal displays sparkling 
personality and zesty delivery in solo 
spots. Burke’s tenor goes well and 


solid returns. 

Marshall brothers, also familiar 
here, do okay with their impreshes 
of the radio plugs, crooners, film 
stars and others. Fresh angles, via 
comedy patter, make stint socko. 

Les Rhode house orch backs show 
in neat fashion. Lary. 


Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, July 19. 


Nonchalants, Rudy Cardenas; “Lost 
Honeymoon” (PRC). 





Desi Arnaz and his rhumba band 
are putting a new kick in the stage 
show situation at the Circle, where 
band attractions haven't been doing 
so well lately. He opened strong 
and held to a solid pace right into 
the weekend. His spicy rythms, 
choice of supporting acts ‘and nice 
presentation are making a definite 
hit with the locals. Show opens fast 
with a slick arrangement of “The 
Continental,” emphasizing _ brass. 
The torrid Dulcina then gives out on 
“Mama Y Quero” and “Para Vigo 
Me Voy.” 

Arnaz hits the mid-show climax 
with his parody, “North America, 
Take It Away,” in which he and 
Dulcina demonstrate that the Lindy 
a is much rougher on the sac- 
roiliac than the rhumba or conga. 
Band has its big moment in the 
classy ‘Malaguena,” presented as 
piano concerto. After doing “Cuban 
Pete,” Arnaz goes to tom-tom for 
exciting finale in “Ba-Ba-Lu,” a 
highly seasoned Latin novelty with 
solid beat. 

Rudy Cardenas, 18-year-old Mex 
juggler, is fanciest practitioner seen 
here in a long time. He’s a whiz 
with balls and hats, bounced off the 
brow. The Nonchalants get plenty 
laughs for their smooth acrobatic 
clowning. Corb. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Illinois Jacquet Orch (7), Tommy 
Reynolds Orch (14), Laurel Watson, 
Kenny & Lloyd, Sid Gary, Count Le 
Roy, Spider Bruce, John Vigal, Vi- 
vian Harris. “Brute Man” (PRC) 











It’s a fast show current stanza at 
| this Harlem showcase. And better- 
| than-average business when caught 
| Friday (18) reflected the draw of 
;tenor saxman_ [Illinois Jacquet, 
|coupled with Tommy Reynolds mixed 
| outfit. Latter opens with a sock 
“After You’ve Gone” paving the way 
| for blues singer Laurel Watson. Clad 
|in a form-fitting gown, she tees off 
| with “I Don’t Want a Million Dol- 
lars.” then really cuts loose with 
| “Can't Believe That You’re in Love 
With Me.” Closed to nice reception. 

Sparked by Reynolds, tooting a 
‘torrid clarinet, his sidemen register 
| with “I Got Rhythm.” Outfit consists 
| of three rhythm, four reed (plus 
| Reynolds) and six brass. Lads tend 


(Continued on page 47) 


Comes | 
back for “Glocca Morra” and “Hun- | 


Leonard next takes spot for own | 


out here this week, with Rufe Davis’ 


when pair duet pops and oldies for | 


Desi Arnaz Orch, with Dulcina, 3 | 





| 





| Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JULY 23 





Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full 


Letter in parentheses indicates cireuit: (1) Inde 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) 


or split week 
mdent; (L) Loew; 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (L) 24 
Ted Straeter Ore 
The DeMarcos 
Charles Trenet 
Paul Winchell 
J & M Mulcay 
Musie Hall (1) 24 
Paul Haakon 
Joseph Levinoff 





Stephanie Antle 
Olia Serova 
M Williamson 
Earl Covert 
Corps de Ballet 


| Roc kettes 
| Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 22 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
| Eliz Talbot-Martin 
Rexy (1) 23 
Abbott & Costello 
|}Hermanos Williams 
Amanda 
Audrey Young 
Maurice Rocco 
State (L) 24 
The Winter Sis 
Adrian Rolilini 8 
Paul Regan 
Pansy the Horse 
Benny Fields 
Manor & Mignon 
Strand (W) 25 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Artie Dann 
Jean, Jack & 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (I) 28-26 
Nils & Nadine 
Leon Fields 
4 Melody Masters 
Ted Lester 
T & B Alvadado 
Henry Lamarr 
2 Collegians 
| Astor & Rene 
Betty Lou Holt 
AKRON 
|Palace (I) 24-25 
Dr Neff’'s Madhouse 
of Mystery 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Judy 


Casino (1) 20 
The Howells 
Henny Youngman 


Mack Triplets 
Gleason & Sanborn 
Roxyettes 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 23 





Pann Merryman 
Joey Preston 
Ish Kabibble 
Harry Babbit 
Leon Navara 
| State (1) 24-26 
| DeDios Circus 
| Purcell & Ray 
| Bobby Rollins 
Beau Jesters 
27-30 
‘isa Greenwell 
| Haller & Hayden 
Olin Walker 
|} Rossilianos 


CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 25-27 
R & B Pickert 


Ann Oakland 
The Briants 
George Freems 
Stage-McMann 8 
CHICAGO 


Chicago (P) 25 
Victor Borge 
Jo Stafford 
Debonairs 


Oriental (1) 24 
2 Harmonicats 
Dale Evans 
Barr & Estes 
3 Shyrettos 
Ray Lang Ore 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Cirele (1) 24 
Jerry Colonna 
Jimmy James Orc 
Hank Sieman 
Martez & Delita 


MIAMI 
Olympia (PF) 23 
Lewis & Van 
M Christopher 
Lew Nelson 


Dolly Dawn 
Ross Wrvyse Jr 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 24 
Seldon & Joyce 
Helene & Howard 
Jack Leonard 
Roberta Welch 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 24 
3 Diacoffs 
Dillon & Parlow 
Chuck Brown 
Missing Bros 
June Hart 
Del Breece 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Lyric (1) 21 
Eddie Dean 
Golden*West Revue 
Benny Meroff 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (KR) 23 
Whats Name of 
That Song? 
George Givot 
Val Setz 
Radio Winners 
SPRINGFIELD 
Ceurt Sq (1) 24-27 
Benson & Mann 
Jordon & Parvis 
Jack Oleson 
Coleman Clark Co 
Mary McLanahan 
TRENTON 
Capitol (R) 30 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol ‘*.) 24 
The Juvelys 
George Prentice 
Sue Ryan 
Andre, Andree 
& Bonnie 
ENGLAND 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (1) 21 
Dante Co 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (1) 21 


Wezzan Troupe 
Len & Bill Lowe 
Boy -Foy 
Bumin'’s Puppets 
Toy & Wing 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (1) 21 
Laurel & Hardy Co 





28 
Laurel & Hardy Co 








Cabaret Bills 








Cafe Society 

(Downtown) 
Stanley Prager 
Mary Lou 
Annabelle Hill 
Buck Miller Ore 


Carnival 
Bert Wheeler 
Lou Holtz 


Diosa Costello 
Wood & Kelly 
Cc & T Valdes 
Yvonne Adair 
Jimmy Ellison 
Paul Gavotte 
Reid Orc 
China Doll 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li 
Tai Sings 


Copacabana 
Mitzi Green 
Mel Torme 
Copmjey & Ayres 
Gerri Sutton 
Nancy Doran 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Aiverez O 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
P.osita Rica 
Caballeros 
Alice Farrar 
Havana-Madrid 
R & L Reyes 
M A Luis 
| Lecuona Boys 
Chino Ore 
| Iceland 
McGowan & Mack 
Jerry Mapes 
|} Joanne McGowa 
Blimpy Blank re 
Tiny Clark 
Latin Quarter 
Willie Howard 
Al Kelly 
| Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Glorta Le Roy 
Emile Boreo 
Piroska 
j -ailbiaidi 
Bon Vivants 
heme Travers O 
otel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomis Hawailane 
| Hotel Pennsytvant: 
|Skitch Henderson 
' Ore 


Sun 





Gwynne 





Williams 


, NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Pierre 
Roberto & Alicia 
Stan Fisher 
Chas Reader Ore 

Hotei St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Ray Malone 
No. 1 Fifth 
Pat Bright 
Jack Kerr 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
lfi¢ghlights 

viera 

Andrews Sis 
Henny Youngman 
Sensationalists 
Chandra-Kaly Ders 

Little Club 

Walter Gross 
Leon & rddle’s 

Eddie Davis 

Art Waner Ore 

Holloway Sis 

Tahja 

Shirley Hayward 

Carl onway 

Marsha Stone 

Shepard Chorus 

Zimmerman’s 
Paul Smith 
Janczi Makula 
Zeiga ela 
Paulens 
Doris Haywood 
Gene Kardos O 

Monte Carle 
Joel Shaw Orc 
Rhumba Orc 
Roberto 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Joe Sater Trio 
Biggell & Farlev 

yaldorf-Astorin 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 

Belmont-Ptaza 
Blair & Dean 
Martha King 
Prof. Fabian 
Payson Re Orc 
Nino Ore 

Ruban Bleu 
Sally Chapman 
Muriel Gaines 
Glenn Pope 
Judy MeGee 
Cedric Wallace 8 
Wally Blacker 

Versaines 
Bob Grant Ore 
Cerl Ravazza 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Ani Dennis 
Norman Jensen 
Stubby Orc 
Lou Ceasar 
Corday & Triano 


Ave 





Pappy Below 
Hotel Edison 


Geo Towne Orc 


Wilfred Pickles Co 
LONDON 
Casino (1) All July | 

Ignorance Is Bliss 

Vivian Blaine 
Jack Durant 
Ronald Chesney 
Dick Henderson 





arter 
Hotel Bilitmere Jay Marshal) 
Ray Heatherton Three Flames 
Arthur Ravel Ore Don Frye 
| ¢ ardini Wivel 
| Tony Bavaar Bob Lee 
| Joel Herron Ore Kay Carole 
| Stale Orc Stuart Langley 
- age Vanguaré Peggy Palmer 
Maxine Sullivan D’Quincey & Giv’ns 
| CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Jackie Cain 
Ray Pearl Charlie Ventura Ore 
Sherman Bros (3) Clark Dennis 
Uren Morehouse Hotel Stevens 
Chez Paree Henry Brandon Or 
Danny Thomas Franks & Janyce 
Miriam Lavalle Lola Ameche 
Marty Gould Ore Bobby May 
} harry Sherwood Lee Gilmore 
Rodriquez & Phyllis | Boulevar-Dears 
| Chez Adorables (10) | Jacy Milton 
| Hotel Bismarck |, , Latin Quarter 
| Don Julian & Mar saab Brothers 3) 
| Lorita Mallney Jane Withers : 
Eddie Fens Ore : alan rs = aa 
| a Rt . atir ove 8 
Ea ieomeise OF | Huddy ‘Shaw Ore 
Sabiues fhe sansleys (4) 
| Sid Fisher Ore I Sener House 
Harry Cool CTC . 
Jill Adams Wreddie Nagel Cre 
| Phin D’ Rey Michael Douglas~- 
i Dérethy Glen Abbott D'neers (18) 
| Hotel Blackstone | Gower & Beil 
Bill Snyder Ore Rio Cabana 
H Edgewater Beach | tle Lovelies (6) 
| Henry Busse Ore Cee Davidson Ore 
Myrtle & Picaud fan Murray 
Haags Elephant Nancy Donovan 
| Harold & Lola Clurk Brothers 
|} Orantos (3) Vine Gardens 
| Royal Rockets (8) [Dick Gale 
Song Stylists (4) Rleonor Christian 
Marianne Fedele P Daniele-J Danice 
Hotei Sherman Jackie Soo 





Carl Marx Joe Kish Ore 














Johnston-Dewey 


Continued from page 


1 —_ -— 





political front. His only excursions 
have been the writing of numerous 
articles and giving of many speeches 
on world affairs and participation in 
many committees afield from films. 
| This has irked some industry policy- 
makers to the extent that Johnston 
is seldom at his desk when they 
| want him. 

Satisfied As Veepee? 

| Although the MPA topper made 
few obvious motions like a man 
seeking the presidency, not many 
| of his associates doubt that he Lasn’t 





|always carried the possibility in 
mind. Query that is now being 
bandied among them is whether 





| he'll be satisfied with the v.p. nomi- 
|nation. They'll be surprised if he 
|is. Since the secondary spot on the 
| ticket has so traditionally been a 
political burying ground, some of 
Johnston’s associates are of the 
opinion that he might choose to wait 
until 1952. 

Possibility is seen, too, of course, 
that the wrangle for the top position 
might get so hot among the other 
candidates «nd thei. supporters that 
Johnstoin’s name could emerge as a 
dark-horse compromise. ' 

It is thought unlikely, however, 
that the State of Washington delega- 
tion that met with Dewey on Satur- 
day (19) at Bozeman, Mont., did so 
without the full knowledge of 
Johnston. Johnston, before he left 
for Europe, was invited by Dewey 
to spend a weekend with him on his 


return. Whether or not he accepts 
this invitation might be indicative 
of his receptivity to a secondary 


place on the ballot. 

Johnston’s name came up at the 
governor’s conference in Salt Lake 
City last week. As a resident of 
Spokane, Wash. Johnston would 
lend geographical balance to a 
Dewey ticket. He has also generally 
taken a more liberal viewpoint than 
Dewey, which might likewise be 
valuable to the GOP as vote-bait. 


ASCAP 


Continued from page 1 














action to be pressed, explain that 
the Government’s delay in serving 
papers is probably due to the ab- 
sence of Deems Taylor, prez. 

Another angle of the suit which 
probably would prevent its cancel- 
lation is the Government’s second 
cause of action. This levels a “mo- 
nopoly” rap due to ASCAP’s indi- 
vidual, exclusive contracts with 
some 25 foreign societies, all mem- 
bers of the ICAC. 

This angle ASCAP men find in- 
teresting. They point out that the 
possibility of the Justice Department 
forcing ASCAP to relinquish these 
exciusive reciprocal iights deals is 
present, but how the Go®ernment 
would go about forcing the foreign 
societies into making similar deals 
with any other U. S. performance 
rights society, notably Broadcast 
Music, Inc., is a moot problem. 
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LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23, 1947 





10 New 


Plays Getting Preem 


On Strawhat Circuit This Wk. 





Ten new plays are being tried out + 


in the summer stocks this week and 
another is in rehearsal for a Broad- 
way showing Aug. 19, it being . the 
only listing for next month so far. 
Latter is “The Magic Touch,” billed 
as a comedy, slated at the Interna- 
tional, Columbus Circle, which will 
be operated by Max J. Jelin, current 
lessee of Belasco. Howard Smith and 
Frances Comstock will play the leads 
in “Touch,” authored by Charles 
Raddock and Charles Sherman. Try- 
out is dated for Buffalo, Aug. 4, with 
Newark to follow. 

In the strawhats the new plays 
listed this week are: “So Small a 
World,” Clinton, Conn; “Bonfire,” 
Bridgeton, Me.; “Four Flights Up,” 
Peak’s Island, Me.; “Strawberries in 
January,” Guilford, Conn.; “Mon- 
day Man,” Oaks Bluff, Me.; “Holi- 
day From Heaven,” Reading, Pa., 
“Among Ourselves,” Moylan, Pa.; 
“The Shining Threshold,” Falmouth, 
Mass.,” “Third Cousin,” Dallas, 
also “Hi Ho Figaro,” Provincetown 
Playhouse, N. Y. 








‘Ruth’ 8144G, A. C. 
Atlantic City, July 22. 

“Dear Ruth,” with Jean Lewis in 
the title role, did $8,500 gross in the 
Auditorium last week. The play was 
the first offered in thiss summer 
house. Backers expect Sylvia Sid- 
ney, in “Joan of Lorraine,” which 
opened yesterday (21), to do better. 

Theatre running in competition 
with “Ice-Capades,” housed on rink 
in main auditorium while summer 
plays are staged in large ballroom 
with seats ramped to accommodate 
2,000. 





Ball-‘Dream Girl’ Up to 24G 
Detroit, July 22. 

“Dream Girl,” starring Lucille Ball, 
increased its business in the second 
and closing week at Music Hall when 
it did $26,000 against $24,000 for the 
first week. 

“Claudia,” starring Kim Hunter 
and John Craven, opens at Music 
Hall tonight (22). 

“Dream Girl’ played nine per- 
formances last week at a $3 top for 
the 1,800-seat house. 








ZaSu’s Olney $4,300 
Washington, July 22. 


Olney theatre, town’s only pro- 
fessional strawhatter, hit the jackpot 
past week with ZaSu Pitts in “The 
Late Christopher Bean.” Actress’ 
draw was so great, that, despite the 
rainy week, house had standees for 
every performance, with cash cus- 
tomers frequently turned away for 
lack of floor space. 

With a $2.40 top, and a 432 seat- 
ing. capacity, Olney grossed $4,300. 
Large bite in profits was taken by 
large nut invested in four guest 
players. (Frank Wilcox, Zolya Talma 
and Nancy Davis are the others). 





Pitt Troupe Folds 
Pittsburgh, July 22. 


Repertory Players, strawhat group 
operating at the Frick School audi- 
torium, have given up the ghost 
after four weeks of a planned 1I1- 
week schedule. Outfit never really 
got started and had rough sledding 
right from the beginning. 

Troupe, playing only Thursday 
and Friday nights, lost its backer at 
the end of the third week of opera- 
tion and then decided to go cooper- 
ative for remainder of season. How- 
ever, after one show, Noel Coward's 
“Blithe Spirit,’ which didn’t even 
draw 50 people in two performances, 
company decided it was no use and 
folded. 

Repertory Players were under the 
direction of Francis Mayville, who 
also acted leading roles. 





Tallulah’s “Lives” 7144G SRO 


Westport, Conn., July 22. 

Tallulah Bankhead hit new high 
summer business for Westport Coun- 
try Playhouse last week in ‘Private 
Lives” revival, which John C. Wil- 
son will send to Chicago for a run. 

ross neared $7,500 for complete 
sellout. More seats at $3 this season 
accounted for $300 jump over last 
summer high of $7,200 for Olivia 
de. Havilland in “What Every Woman 
Knows.” 

Engegement drew comment in 
New York dailies when reports of 
star’s capers at tempestuous final re- 
hearsals reached the breakfast tables 
here of commuting drama reporters 
and Broadway press agents. 


: Strawhat Jottings 

Edith Atwater, starring in “The- 
atre,” which opened Monday (21) 
at Ridgefield (Conn.) strawhat... 
Donald Devlin, 12-year-old, set for 
title role in “Christopher Blake” at 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, 
Pa., week. Aug. 4...Richard Base- 
hart and Beatrice Pearson in “The 
Hasty Heart” at La Jolla (Calif.) 
Playhouse this week. ..Janet Cantor, 
youngest daughter of Eddie Cantor, 
legit-debuted last night (Tues.) in 
“Personal Appearance” at Rochester 
(N. H.) summer theatre... “The 
Vortex,” Noel Coward drama, is 
week’s bill at Lakewood theatre, 
Skowhegan, Me...“Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street” tees off teday (Wed.) 
at Josephine E. Holmes’ Barn Play- 
house, New London, N. H....Film 


writer Ralph A. Jason's psycholog- 
ical script, “The People Are Run- 
ning,” slated for pre-Broadway test 
at Hayloft theatre, Guthsville, Pa., 
next month...Noel Coward’s current 
“Blithe Spirit,” the 300th play to 
have been presented at Priscilla 
Beach theatre, Plymouth, Mass., 
since spot’s organization in 1934... 
Lois Wilson and Eddie Nugent in 
“Kiss and Tell” at Brattleboro (Vt.) 
summer theatre starting Monday 
(28)...“The Shape of Things,” satiri- 
cal revue, slated for tryout next 
Monday (28) at John Drew theatre, 
East Hampton, L. I...“Dream Girl” 
this week’s opus at Sayville, L. L, 
Playhouse...Elissa Landi and Bran- 
don Peters have top roles in “The- 
atre” starting. Mgnday (28) at Town 
Hall, Cohasset, Mass. ..Olga Bac- 
lanova inked for Gian-Carlo Menot- 
ti’s “A Copy of Madame Aupic,” to 
be tested week of Aug. 27 at The- 
atre-in-the-Dale, New Milford, Conn. 
.Port Players of Oconomowoc, 
Wisc., celebrating their 100th pro- 
duction this week with “The Bishop 
Misbehaves”...New play by Horton 
Foote, “Return,” set for tryout July 
30 by Perry-Mansfield theatre work- 
shop, Steamboat Springs, Colo. 


“Three Men on a Horse” slated 
for Weston, Vt., Playhouse starting 
Thursday (31) ... “Trial of Mary 
Dugan” rolls Monday (28) at Ben- 
nington, Vt., Drama Festival... 
“Morton DaCosta, managing director, 
of Cragsmoor theatre, Cragsmoor, 
N. Y., plays Sheridan Whiteside in 
“Man Who Came to Dinner” week 
of July 29 . . . Tonio Selwart star- 
ring in “Topaze” this week at Finger 
Lakes Drama Festival, Ithaca, N. Y. 
‘ . Putnam County Playhouse, 
Mahopac, N. Y., using revolving 
stage this week in presenting John 
Galsworthy’s “Escape” in 10 scenes 
.. . Frank McHugh and his son, 
Peter, appear in “Ah, Wilderness,” 
which tees off Monday (28) at West- 
chester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
... Stella Roman, Metopera soprano, 
sings in “La Boheme” next Tuesday 
(29) at the Cincinnati Summer 
Opera ... Raymond Greenleaf and 
Elizabeth Eustis inked for roles in 
“Pink String and Sealing Wax,” 
opening Aug. 4 at the John Drew 
theatre, East Hampton, L. I.... 
“High Tor” next week’s offering at 
the Van Wyck Playhouse, Fishkill, 
N. Y.... “Trial Honeymoon,” com- 
edy by Conrad Smith, tested last 
month at Greenbush theatre, Blau- 
velt, N. Y., set for return booking at 
same spot starting Aug. 5. 


Faye Emerson appears in Charles 
and Michael Robinson’s new play, 
“Profile,” at Cape Playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass., North Shore theatre, 





Marblehead, Mass., and winds up 
last week in August at Spa theatre, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y.... Paul and 
Grace Hartman current at the Berk- 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., 
in their touring revue, “Heaven 
Help the Angels” ... Julie Haydon 
has lead femme role in “Glass 
Menagerie” this week at St. 
;Michael’s theatre, Burlington Vt. 
... “Joan of Lorraine,” with Madge 
| Evans, garnered an estimated $4,700 
_in eight performances through Sun- 
,day (20) at Spa theatre, Saratoga 
, Springs, N.Y. ... “There’s Always 
| Juliet,” with Miriam Hopkins, gross- 
ed about $6,800 at Boston Summer 
_theatre last week . . . Edward Ever- 
ett Horton, making the rounds in 
| “Springtime for Henry,” plays Mar- 
'tha’s Vineyard, week of July 28, 
Cape Playhouse, Cape May, N.J., 
| Aug. 4, and Spa theatre, Saratoga, 
Aug. 11... “Papa Is All” bill at 
|Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, 
| Mass., starting next Tuesday (29). 





DRAKE HEADS UTAH 
CENTENNIAL DRAMA 


Salt Lake City, July 22. 
The most pretentious production of 
the Utah Centennial bowed in last 
night (21), when “The Promised 
Valley,” starring Alfred Drake, 


preemed at the University of Utah 
stadium. “Promised Valley” features 
a cast of 150 topped by Drake, who 
is supported by Jet MacDonald. 


The show is billed as a drama with 
music, in an effort to shake loose 
from the idea it’s a pageant, and tells 
the story of the pioneer trek of the 
Mormons from Illinois to Salt Lake 
a century ago. 


The advance sale topped $30,000, 
a record*for Utah. Show plays 18 
performances. Heavy advance was 
largely due to the potent sales ef- 
fort put on by the Mormon Church, 
which appointed 1,300 ticket agents 
to cover every ward (parish) in the 
country. Result was a sale of 5,000 
tix in Los Angeles alone. 


Music for “Valley” is by Crawford 
Gates, book by Arnold Sundgaard, 
musical direction handled by Jay 
Blackton, while the dances are by 
Helen Tamiris. Nelle Fisher and 
Barton Mumaw take the dancing 
leads. The Show is directed by C. 
Lowell Lees, director of the local 
university theatre. 


With 9,000 seats .available in the 
stadium, and prices scaled from $3 
down to 50c for kids, the opus can 
show a healthy profit playing capac- 
ity. But indications are this would 
be practically impossible, and it is 
understood the Centennial Commis- 
sion is ready to write off a $95,000 
loss. 

After “Valley” closes Aug. 9, 
Drake will head for Westport to do 
“Pursuit of Happiness,” and when 
that closes he expects to go into re- 
hearsal with “The Liar,” a play with 
music he co-scripted. 





Jelin in Court to Reply 
On 5'44G Judgment 


Max Jelin, operator of the Belasco 
theatre, N. Y., is slated to appear 
today (Wed.) in N. Y. supreme court 
to answer Alexander Gross’ request 
for summary judgment on $5,500 
claimed to be owed Gross. 


Gross, who says he advanced $5,- 
000 to Jelin for a play that was 
never produced, already had a $4,- 
393 judgment against Jelin when he 
advanced the coin for the play, ac- 
cording to petition to the court. Ad- 
vance was submitted by Jelin in his 
recent bankruptcy plea, and in or- 
der to get satisfaction for the judg- 
ment and clean up the $5,000 debt, 
Gross contends that Jelin gave him 
55 $100 notes and says that no 
payment has been made on them. 


Gross asked for immediate hear- 
ing for his request for summary 
judgment inasmuch as Jelin’s lease 
on the Belasco expires in two 
months and, with lease’s expiration, 
Jelin’s assets would be dissipated. 





Mpls. Lyceum’s Facelift 
Minneapolis, July 22. 

Remodeling of the Lyceum, legit 
roadshow house here, expected to 
cost approximately $50,000, is under 
way following receipt of a Govern- 
ment permit. 

The 2,100-seat house, managed by 
Leo Murray, reopens in October 
with Ina Claire in “The Fatal Weak- 
ness.” 


Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, July 22. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Col’s’m (7). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (13). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (26). 
“Boys On Brown,” Duchess (4). 
“Deep Are Roots,” Wyndhaus (2). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (2). 
“Edward My Son,” Majesty’s (8), 
“Ever Since Paradise,” New (7). 
“Here There,” Palladium (16). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (25). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (7). 
“Nightingale,” Princes (1). 
“Noose,” Saville (5). 
“Off the Record,” Apollo (7). 
“Oklahoma,” Drury Lane (12). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (118). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (19). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (14). 
“Proudiy Present,” Yorks (12). 
“Sleeping Clergyman,” Crit. (5). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (64). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (14). 
“Trespass,” Globe (1). 
“Voice of Turtle,” Piccadilly (2). 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (61). 














“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (12). 


Aet of Darkness 
New Milferd, Conn., July 18. 


Louis Townsend production of melodrama 
in three acts (five scenes) by Frank Gabrifel- 
son, Stars Peggy Conklin, E. G. Marshall. 
Directed by Paul Vincent Gorden; settings 
by J. D. Fitz-Hugh. Opened at Theatre- 
in-the-Dale, New Milford, Conn., July 16, 
'4T; $2.50 top. 


SION TIRES. cocked dsees seis Peggy Conklin 
Professor Chris Gade...... kK. G. Marshali 
Core’ ZACCIONOIG. é..502s0600% Cele McLaughlin 
Professor Harold Littlefield. Alexander Clark 
Madeline Hughes............. Jeri Sauvinet 
Wee Hee etsiia sacks oveeeees Bruce Carlislé 


Dr. John Williams...... William Gibberson 
De. TIOnGricks. ....:cdocee Edmond Le Comte 
es SAMO. 6 cc ca euedeove William Robertson 
PUUSOS. WAR. cc ccccaecacs Georgia Simmons 





“Darkness” is typical of that type 
of play that crops up not infrequently 
in the strawhat belt; plays that indi- 
cate potential depth but which a nec- 
essarily limited preparatory setup 
hampers probing that depth to its ul- 
timate values. 


Unquestionably the author has an 
interesting premise here. It’s built 
around the theme of a somewhat em- 
bittered college prof who deliber- 
ately brings pregnancy upon his wife, 
gambling that the resultant strain 
on her impaired physical capacities 
will cause her death, thus leaving 
him free to marry one of his stu- 
dents with whom he is having an af- 
fair. That this production has failed 
to capitalize fully on the melodra- 
matic possibilities inherent in this 
situation is due more to insufficient 
development rather than a lack of 
basic material. It is worthy of fur- 
ther experimentation. 

Aside from a number of reminis- 
cent facets which have been em- 
bodied in other plays, script strikes 
out on a highway of its own via a 
frank discussion of the marital af- 
fairs of this thwarted smalltown pro- 
fessor and the wife he accuses of 
smothering his opportunities for a 
literary career. 

Writing is okay as to continuity, 
but erratic on dialog, many of the 
lines handed to male lead being list- 
less literature, ‘strictly from the: first 
-primer. Despite extreme frankness 
of subject matter on obstetrics, and 
kindred topics, wordage is not of- 
fensive, with one or two exceptions. 
A gutter reference to enceinte is not 
only in bad taste but also out of 
character as part of the vocabulary 
of the particular prof who utters it. 

Peggy Conklin makes a capital 
Lucy, wife of the disgruntled prof. 
Latter is played by E. G. Marshall, 
who thesps efficiently but doesn’t 
seem to contribute the qualities that 
would bring about a series of co-ed 
crushes. Alexander Clark and Cele 
McLaushlin offer reliable support, 
and Bruce Carlisle adds an ingratiat- 
ing bit as a stude. William Gibberson 
is personable, but stiff, as Lucy’s 
onetime flame, now her medic. Jeri 
Sauvinet underplays the co-ed role 
satisfactorily. 

_ Two budget-conscious sets, a_liv- 
ing-room and a hospital room, fill the 
bill, and ditto for the staging. 

Bone. 





Bent Halo 
Great Neck, N. Y., July 14. 


Chapel theatre production of comedy in 
three acts (one set) by William Corington. 
Stars June Duprez and Stephen Chase. 
Staged by Si Vario; set, Paul Bertelsen. 


At Chapel theatre, Great Neck, N. Y., 
July 14, '47; $2.40 top. 

Oo Ae Lo SRP ree Si Vario 
UMOO WOME hc, caveccncee sive June Duprez 
Christopher ow, eee Peter Fernandez 
PEGE WON s 8 vos bavesceevnses Ruth Morrison 
Miranda Spire.......... Madeleine Marshall 
i Ey eee: Stephen Chase 
Dawson ee 54606460055 Rudulph Watson 
RUSE WOPTINUS c5.005.0.00400%e%se Phoebe Folger 
Rudi von Recklow........... Anton Diffring 





“Bent Halo,” by William Coring- 
ton, given strawhat preem by the 
Chapel Players, with June Duprez 
and Stephen Chase guestarring in 
central roles, shapes up as a likeable, 
sophisticated comedy. However, it 
will need-considerable working over, 
especially sharper editing and more 
bristling dialog, for Broadway. 

While plot is somewhat familiar, 
Corington has peopled it with some 
interesting characters. Miss Duprez, 
from films and who last season ap- 
peared with American Repertory The- 
atre, is a particularly happy choice 
for the main femme role. As the 
spoiled Allegra Boling, whose globe- 
trotting dad has catered to her every 
whim, Miss Duprez reveals a vibrant 
personality as well as sharp sense of 
comedy At opening of play she is 
displaying interest in young Chris 
Spjre (Peter Fernandez), adolescent 
but plenty hep son of Frank Spire 
(Chase), stuffed-shirt Park avenue 
medico. The icy guy, figuring his lad 
is being taken by a money-grabbing 
sharpy, ventures to Allegra’s swanky 
Greenwich Village abode to buy her 
off. Instead, he is fascinated by the 
gal. After imbibing a succession 
of stingers, he romances her fast and 
furiously. 

Gal has seemingly played the field 
without scorching. When previous 
lovers had gotten to proposin stage 
she managed to brush them off. How- 
ever, it’s Spire who-does the brush- 
ing now, and she Can't take it. 

There are good performances also 
by Chase, Rudulph Watson, in cork- 
ingly good delineation of the girl’s 
father; Fernandez, the youthful ad- 
mirer; Si Vario, a Latin nitery owner; 
Madeleine Marshall, the doc’s hus- 
band-huntin 
a nitwit ballet dancer, and Anton 














Strawhat Reviews 


Diffring, as one of Allegra’s former 
victims. 


Staging by Vario keeps comedy 


moving at happy pace. Lone setting - 


by Paul Bertelsen is attractive. 
Edba, 


My Fair Lady 


Westboro, Mass. July 22, 
Rebert Dagget and Robert Haag preduce 
tion of comedy in three acts. By Otis Bige~ 
low. Staged by William Corrigan; settings, 





Robert Daggett. At Red Barn é 

Westboro, Mass., July 15, ‘47. — 
SE SEMONOs 5.005 0iebeees sd ects Tena Starr 
"sso 4 sais Waeeee 6 4eo4blaa ees Joe Bush 
Bees WY ORTON « 0'06 05 6déccess Robert Lauritzen 
Hugh Grant........++......Moultrie Patten 
ESS rrr ne re Parker McCormick 
Laura Landis Grant........... Vega Keane 
Mac Clelland... .7....0.eecs John Glendinning 
Mrs. Peterson Phillips....Louise Galloway 
| Aer eis Richard Hughes 





Otis Bigelow member of the Red 
Barn theatre cast, has broken out 
with a comedy titled “My Fair Lady.” 
It appears to have a better chance of 
making the grade than his drama of 
last year, “God’s Island.” 

Comedy deals with efforts of Laura 
Grant to enter politics while her 
author-husband, Hugh, takes her 
antics in stride with as much grace 
as possible. Usual family rows are 
frequent until Laura learns that an 
“act of God” is to take place, which 
upsets the applecart as far as her 
political aspirations are concerned, 
Dialog, at which Bigelow is quite 
adept, is bright and spicy. But the 
chief-adverse criticism is that it’s far 
too wordy at times. More blue- 
penciling is needed generally. 

Cast is uniformly good, though at 
times Vega Keane overacts. She’s a 
looker, however. Outstanding per- 
formance is that by Parker McCor- 
mick, as a muchly divorced gal. 
Bigelow is at his best in this char- 
acter, and Miss McCormick leaves 
nothing to be desired in the manner 
in which she handles the part. 

John C. Wilson, Broadway pro- 
ducer, was among the first eee 

ark, 





Play on Broadway 


Rip Van Winkle 














New York City Theatre Co. revival of 
Joseph Jefferson-Dion Boucicault comedy in 
two acts (seven scenes). Staged by Herbert 
Berghof; designed and lighted by Carl Kent; 


music, Andre Singer; masks, Remo Bufano. 
At City Center, N. Y., July 15, ’47; $2.40 
top. 
Gretchen, Rip’s Wife.......... Grace Coppin 
Minnie, Rip’s Child........0« Jimsey Somers 
Nick Vedder, The Innkeeper 
Martin Wolfson 
Derrick Van Beekman...... Byron McGrath 
Peter, Wick’s@ Chit. .ccevscces Edwin Bruce 
Cockles, Derirck’s Nephew...Jack Manning 
Se By eee Philip Bourneuf 
PRCO WPA s 605 60 sede seas tanceesd Jack Bittner 
i ee See eae e eed Peer Del Hughes 
Seth, The New Innkeeper...... Jack Bittner 
OR, EEO. Wee ccc viveseser Haila Stoddard 
Minnie, Grown UD......-seee- Frances Reid 
Peer, GATOWR UD. ssccscoscsecd Arthur Franz 
Children of the Village: Patti Foster, 
Mary Pope, Betty Lou Keim, Alan Shay, 
Dickie Orlan, Bobby Nick. 
Villagers: William Bales, Del Hughes, 
Colin Craig, Gerald Prosk, Fredd Wayne. 
Women of the Village: Lili Mann, Carol 
Harriton, Anne Feris, Mary Anthony, 
Florence Aquino. 
Pen a 
New York’s in-town stock troupe, 
New York City Theatre Co., seems to 
have made an unhappy choice in 
resurrecting “Rip Van Winkle” as 
initialer of its new, experimental 
summer series at City Center theatre. 
The Joseph Jefferson classic, which 
may have been something to conjure 
with half a century back, should 
have been left undisturbed in the 
cedarchest of memories. Its chances 
are nil even for the two-week period 
allotted. 


Production-wise the group has 
done neatly by the lovable character 
of Sleepy Hollow. Philip Bourneuf's 
portrayal of Rip is at times inspl- 
rational. But even that’s not sufficient 
to overcome the general tediousness 
and slow pace of story. 

Better results mighte have been 
accomplished had the, cast not played 
it so straight. As it was, many of the 
first-night audience walked after the 
first stanza. 


“Rip” will-be recalled as the yarn 
about the bibulous playboy of an 
earlier century who barters the 
mythical village of Waterfall, N. Y. 
acre by acre, to scheming, penurious 
Derrick Van*Beekman, whom he had 
beaten out for hand of the once-falf 
Gretchen, It's DVB’s way of making 
revenge pay two ways by_ keeping 
the tippler in alcohol and his family 
in want. The shrewish Gretchen 
blows top and orders Rip out. He 
takes to the hills and meets up with 
spirits of Hendrik Hudson and his 
lower-case pals, who ply him with 
mountain brew that sends him into 
slumber for 20 years. Awakening 
with long beard and rheumatic, he 
wanders back to the valley, barely 
aa being jugged as a crackpo 
until his daughter recognizes him. 
Latter’s childhood sweetie, now 5 
barrister, finds the loophole which 
returns to Rip his former property 
and banishes the dastard and his son. 

Traditionally, “Rip” had been 8 
dressed-up. monolog for Jefferson. 
It's the same again here, with sup- 
porting cast getting little apportunity 





to match things with central player. 
However. Grace Coppin, | Jimeey 
Somers, Martin Wolfson, Haila Stoa- 


dard and most of the others manage 


to stand out occasionally. Car! Kent's 


sister; Phoebe Folger, | settings and lighting are eats * 
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VARIETY 
Equity Suspends Agent 


Wednesday, July. 23, 1947 


=... 


LEGITIMATE 45 





Robert Garland, N. Y. Journal-American drama critic, who was slated | is bios : season opened, was dismissed. Prices | an control its members. as hereto- 
to appear in a summer stock showing of “Brief Moment,” which was can- Texas. Although the same salary has|haq been reduced from $3.60 top to fore. Apparently the labor curb per- 
1 Pipa : err +, | been paid occasionally for names, it . aoe y -_s at 
. celled, appears to have been the victim of his own kidding. He doesn’t tg oegr oor sessetlgyt i ies $2.40, with some 6,000 rush seats at |mits casts in each show to decide 
concede that the lost chance to become an actor was a disappointment but S, howe ns a oon | a ath have $1.20. Equity sent salary money it! ror themselves whether to follow the 
. evinces no further plans to trod the boards professionally or otherwise. | , . He oe nh write fe tte ie ; had on deposit to pay the actors for |rules of the association. A possibility 
> When he told Equity that the show was off, Garland was advised that he’d cece ne rd sia ned ‘e ‘ie | the past two weeks, and although | i, that casts could vote to play the 
get back the money he paid to join. When asked why he P vi raed aie Se 7 “| there were huddles between the pro- National. for instance, even if or- 
withdrew, reviewer replied that he guessed he couldn’t learn his lines. ee ae - regen “—s to | moters and localities who would like cereq not to appear; and, at that, 
That was just a first impulse excuse, says he; actually, though, he knows la se et D: 1: - i fi Si m2 heal | to see the shows resumed out of jt’, questionable if they’d be liable 
the part verbatim, he swears, at least for the first two acts. He offers oon [ iste = ; py ip erred , ar | Civic pride, but no deal was con- {tg punishment by Equity. Even 
to prove it by reciting the lines to any and all who'll listen. SSUES CS LENO) SE 16 SOE Oy HS | comneied far: wellating, salitie , . . : és 
& y Connecticut home. She was slated to | legalities are vague on some inter 
, gpg — a _ was fo —~ go-to - — lead, | appear at Dennis, Mass., in “Personal Mi ee _~ yr gre ——— of rant lpg oy 
f eci e part wasnt suited to her after three days of readings, so | Appearance,” at $1,500, but cancelled | Wed to go on This week. Nine o _— ee a 
n “Moment” was actually scratched for that reason. She was to have sup- a 5 ighest guar- | Stipulations was that each craft stage ‘istent prior to the date Congress 
t : é P- | because of her health. Highest guar ; i : 
3 plied the backing. anteed stock salary for a straight | Union would require two weeks’ pay | overrode President Trumans’ veto of 
. | play went to Tallulah Bankhead last | to be posted before relighting could the bill remain in full force, so that 
Dance team of Enrico and Novella got the shock of their lives when they | summer, when she also drew $5,000 | eventuate, and the same went for the agreement between the League 
n picked up paycheck for Pittsburgh appearance in outdoor production of in “Private Lives.” in which she is eterna OR te piste err gen aoe of New York theatres and the Assn. 
“Rio Rita.” They noticed that around $216 had been deducted from their |now playing in Chicago, after ap- | were Pittsburghers, and an antan |of Theatrical Agents and’ Managers 
n salary and asked how come. They were told: Equity initiating and dues | pearing in it at Westport, Conn., last | invested $20,000 in the $75,000 flop. remains as is. ATAM is one of the 
- for a year. Seems dancers hadn't been told they would have to join | week. | One item to be liquidated is $6,000 unions named by John F. Wharton 
s Equity, figuring that their membership in American Guild of Variety | There are a number of name actors | backpay to musicians, the men hav- as vulnerable to the new law, but 
ft Artists was sufficient. They stormed ar>und a bit about it but were| currently in summer stock getting |ing been paid off nightly when the the agreement evidently can legally 
4 told there wasn’t anything they could do. ‘between $500 and $1,250, indicating | management was remiss. ‘Bond for!remain in force until 1949. There 
: o_o 'that not a few professionals are far- the actors yt k ee, posing hy may be discussions over the effect 
| ' : ; “ “or 4, | ing well during what is ordinarily a | senting two weeks salary but that of the law in respect to other stage 
: Gary Merrill is leaving “Born Yesterday” (Lyceum, N. Y.) and will | yacation period. | doesn’t include the locally recruited unions, particularly the musicians 
concentrate on radio assignments, he now having several daytime pro . ich t 
‘> s S, ; s y % chorus. and stagehands, but latter’s contract 
ry grams. Larry Hugo, who plays the same part in the Chicago company, conten | wi ! ‘ 
pe replace Charles E. Robbins, sadpneieidy there, stepping into ae Chi i it Pp ; Rain Held Factor ex was en eee 
(1a ity Probing in tac 
Atlanta, July 22. All agreements entered into since 
. : Paul er show's male lead, is due back in the Broadway “Yester- qu Collapse of open-air pion in |the Taft-Hartley act are limited to 
day” soon. ter a leg operation, instead of a vacation, Douglas went sti La ' /one year, so that should Equity and 
a to Montauk ’ the Chastian Memorial Amphithea- cape rs ‘ 
. auk Point, L. L, to recuperate. Summer Stock tre, North Fulton Park, last Friday j the League renew the basic pact, it 
0 (18), after four weeks of a sched- foes Agere \ coreg to the season of 
n James Stroock of the Brooks Costume Co., who went to the Coast late i uled 10-week season, is attributed | a it peter ti yee ~—— ere 
i in the spring, was hospitalized for a month out there, was then ordered |_ Investigation of summer stocks has | mostly to rain having dented the Poses Its segregation ban would be- 
. to rest completely for an indefinite period. Contract of Geraldine Brooks, | €e" started by Equity and a com-| project's chances during the first | COM aes. i 
:. one of his two daughters, currently featured in two films current on Broad- | ™ttee named to recommend changes | two weeks. | | 
e oy Wolt” and “Possessed”), has been renewed by Warners, in- | in ree en denpl nent rea.| Although the principals were |6I}*_ 9 i 
d y. Elder daughter, Gloria Stroock, has returned east for appear- | °UCM revisions would apply Nex! s€a-| paid, the chorus received only one a : 
e ances in two summer stocks, one a new play to be tried out by Arthur S°”- week’s pay but was willing to ap- 
8 ->cwaauaae at Falmouth, Mass., the other ine “Dream “Girl” = Dennis, |. Equity reveals that strawhat work- | ja, pecs ng Promoters ined fi. 
ass. ing conditions are due ssa nape nancial obligations that could not be Ms 
a i ‘ nese ign Pisses _— e noe liquidated, however. t in 
rooks Atkinson . , “ ., 9 | May e an increas m 
r aul Green's < Facey for the N. Y. Times The Common Glory, pay, which is $46 weekly for res- 
3 theatre Willig . a pageant, which was presented at the open air ident actors OMe ’ Group of actors first known as the 
: , Williamsburg, Va. lest w | ) nt actors. | M Folds Satd s fir : | 
t scene. “Glory” is a ete or ae ee - rr poten Committee of Frederich Tozere, ister o1ds at ee |Company of Twelve, then the New " 
53 has been performed for the past 10 summers on Roanoke Island Va “Both Bert Lahr, Kathryn Givney and ° | York City Theatre Co., started doubt- 
deal with . ; 7 oo . |Margalo Gillmore will ask Equityites fully at the City Center last week 
early Ame h ~ 
- the principal pr aga istory. In the new show Thomas Jefferson is appearing in stocks to make any sug- . - ; | with “Rip Van Winkle.” Although a 
-d ; gestions they consider would make Call Me Mister.” the GI revue | second week (current) is due to be a 
= “No, No, N ” . for an improvement in the hide-| which was a cleanup on Broadway | completed, outfit’s chances of sur- is 
1e * ’ » Nanette,” presented in the open at the Casino, Dallas, last away appearances. Among stray! until last spring, will fold Saturday | viving are uncertain. Second per- t 
eek, had two interpolated bers, “N * ae” aeainad hi ee . fh td stp 2 
“Prima Samant numbers, obody Makes a Pass at Me” andj complaints received, which led (26) unless business perks materially formance saw the script cut around y 
n minutive co a Both were used as specialties by Violet Carlson, di-|to the committee's appoint- Per. = ‘ 40 minutes. First seven times drew tH 
~ Leads tree ienne, who was credited with nearly stopping the show.| ment, was one that working in| at the Majestic, where it moved from | around $5,000, which meant a loss of +4 
, Johnny — Jane Deering, Joseph Macaulay, Raymond Walburn and! summer stock is much harder than poe Baga Monday (21), one Re tgp | around $2,500 despite the sharing 4 
18 =, appearing on Broadway, as most of | SCale was owered from $6 ng n.60 | plan of the players. H 
id yF . the daylight hours are consumed in ie yr oe —@ Outfit used most of its limited tt 
ir — romkes, who operated the Playhouse, N. Y., during the run of | Tehearsal for the next week's show. at & goodly suce Of proms | bankroll to present “Rip,” which + 
: ©. hua orton and who is among the two dozen “Brigadoon” | That has always been true of stock, ti mer corm te eee nl back | cost $12,000. It's possible that “Good- i 
1 _-fS, is interested in od sic ‘ e whether in the sticks or cities. In | ©TS, [ne ae , a SINK-| bye Again” will be th t- 2.2 
J ” oe an unproduced musical called “Romeo Loves Peg ; Sit allan te | bye Again” will be the second a : 
y oa Being in the disk-making business now (Rainbow Records), he’s | that way many professionals have — a — mat err s not to | traction, dependent on whether Jose y 
™ four tunes of the proposed show. gotten basic acting experience, it’s | — my the a ve : hans oper Ferrer, now appearing in a strawhat, i 
th - pointed out. aes Pca a egg | will be able to stage the play. Most ; 
is uther Adler _ : There is much more opportunity | : : s eOUS ‘“ | of those in the new group, first stock i 
th and Joseph —wRipe 7 wae Des joined the new legit firm of Allen Adler | fo; engagements in the strawhats | @Utumn. ' try on Broadway in many years, have 
to of “The aoe SS an is slated to stage their attractions, with the exception | than on Broadway or the road at this The orchestra of 22 moved with the appeared in “Again,” and pi the show 
ng late Sieh > ane oe a fall possibility, Allen is the grandson of the \time. Number of legiters in N. Y. show, musicians union also insisting | would be readied pronto. Season at 
8nd Stella Adler F of the Yiddish stage, who was the father of Luther is 18, while around 120 stocks are op- that the house bunch of four also be | the Center was slated for 10 weeks 
ly "= Recarmacali : erating. Latter field is fertile for paid. National is a so-called penalty | ong booking agreement with the 
; Equity, 128 new members having coi eg oan at ent ee, a city-owned house, stipu- 
a ‘NIGHTINGALE’ LOOKS fering old fashioned and lacking | joined during June, nearly all being a a = ba pe! pr reel eg beg lates that a similar period during the 
ch comedy. Audience, however, which | newcomers in strawhats. aaa om seth Ghieieds coiled Pit regular season would be available. 
“4 MODEST LO included Decca Record — : pay . Players are under Equity’s minimum 
prexy Jack as bee : ‘er $15,000 
yn. NDON HIT ‘ ‘ 9° bunch has been paid over 3, als sh : : 
. Kapp and J. J. Shubert, liked the) Fay-‘Harvey’ in Kaycee [since “Mister” opened, in excess of | Sy When the date is completed, 
om. With London, July 22. nese — ase femme lead, Mimi Kansas City, July 22. | the regular pay. The men are under ' : . 
- ith two legi j a $j lowers will get a glimpse | run-of-the-play contracts. Additional . 
ip : egit entries last w Legit followers will g Siimpse | rv play 
ity € Ephraim’s musical eomedy “The _Lone other teeoff was Emlyn Wil- | of “Harvey.” which has been set for | expense for the Majestic house men Nips Yen Nudes 
er. : ‘ghtingale,” appeared a moderate | Uams, “Trepass,” which bowed at the Music Hall Aug. 29-30. Company | is $446 weekly. ___ Tokyo, July 8. 
wd uecess after an auspicious opening Globe, Wednesday (16). Author also | js the Frank Fay outfit, which will — For the first time in Jap entertain- 
on on July 15 at the Princes theatre starred in this thriller which delves be on the way east from its Central John Patrick’s ‘“‘The Hasty Heart” ment history, nude shows have be- 
t's le lavishly produced at a re.| te the occult. Well acted by the City, Colo., summer stand. | will be given brief showing in Syd- | come popular. Show with the most 
ue. Ported Cost of $80,000, it drew a entire cast, this play should enjoy a Show played here two seasons ago | ney prior to Aussie company taking nudes has consistently been enjoying 
’ mixed press which deemed the of- | fit run on the Williams’ name. | wit Joe E. Brown in the lead. | play to Japan. | the biggest b.o. on Tokyo's Ginza. 











‘ Inside Stuff—Legit 


Five out of 16 defendants who, as members of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee, were convicted of contempt of Congress, told the 
court in Washington, D, C., they had resigned from the committee and 
desired to purge themselves of the contempt. Judge Richmond B. Keech 
thereupon fined each $500 and they were given suspended sentences of 
three months in prison last Wednesday (16). Legit producer Herman 
Shumlin was of the quintet, he being the only Broadway official of the 
committee. Leverett Gleason, a magazine publisher, also escaped im- 
prisonment, but Howard Fast, the author, was among those ordered jailed, 
as was Marjorie Chodorov, while Prof. Edward K. Barsky, head of the 
group, got six months plus a $500 fine. 

A legit company manager is alleged to have solicited money for a 
defense fund on behalf of Shumlin, but it’s not clear whether the show- 
man was aware of that activity. When it became known that Shumlin 
had walked out on the committee, the solicitor was advised to return 
whatever sum he collected, if any. Several show people asked to donate 
are known to have flatly refused. 


Dallas Strong 


For Overcharging Clients 

Eve Gincher, legit talent agent, 
adjudged guilty of charging over 
legal rate of commission for engage- 
ments negotiated for four clients by 
Equity council, yesterday (Tues.) 
had her Equity license suspended for 
one year. : 

It was further stipulated that un- 
less she returned coverages to those 
overcharged within 60 days her 

license would be revoked, 





Operetta Rival 





tity Still Awaiting Legal Opinion 


On Effects of Labor Act on Mer. Pact 





Sponsor Plays in Mpls. 
As Tolerance Booster 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

As part of its fight against re- 
ligious and_= racial 
here, Mayor H. H. Humphrey’s coun- 
cil on human relations is planning to 
undertake sponsorship of plays, se- 
lected on the basis of its recom- 
mendation, to be presented by North 


Stac Drama Guild, leading local 


discrimination | 


+ Early this week. Equity, undeter- 


mined about its liability under the 
Taft-Hartley law, was still awaiting 
an opinion on the labor act from its 
| attorneys, especially as it affects its 
| basic agreement with the managers. 
|'Equity reps, headed by Paul Dullzell 
and Paul Turner, Equity counsel, 
will open negotiations with League 
‘of N. Y. Theatres on Friday (25) for 
renewal of agreement which expired 
this year. 

Equity desires to have the pact, 
if there is to be a renewal, Signa- 


i 
tured before Aug. 22, when the new 


Shumlin, who was inactive last season, is slated to present two shows in asic anaes raga * _|labor law actually becomes opera- 
the fall. One is called “The Scenic Route” by Mignon and Robert Mc- | Cooperation with the Guild will tive. If the agreement is delayed 
Laughlin, the other being an untitled musical. ij . . roupe for the purpose of having plays beyond that date, it will be neces- 

| presented “which will stimulate con- sary to file a maze of documents 





To ballyhoo “A Young Man’s Fancy,’ a 4oudspeaker under the canopy 
of the Plymouth, N. Y., gave forth with raucous noises one night last 
week until cops on the 45th street theatre block ordered a fast fadeout. 
Bluecoats stated that unless a permit was secured the stunt was out, and 
Henry Adrian, who presents “Fancy,” decided it was useless to apply for 
one. Amplified disk, apparently recorded from the audience during a per- 
formance indicated loud laughter and was supposed to lure theatregoers 
for about 15 minutes before the first curtain. It’s claimed that Lee Shu- 
pert, who operates the house, said the amplifier was okay as far as he 
was concerned, but the stunt was not favored by other showmen in the 
block nor guests in the Piccadilly hotel across the street. Friday (18) 
evening the loudspeaker was turned on again for a few minutes but 
stopped after a second warning. It had been planned to coax a court 
summions, with hoped-for attendant publicity. Sergeant on duty was 
called to the house but declined to issue the summons, amplifier being 
then turned off. 





























St. Louis’ Municipal Opera is rated } 
the number one outdoor summer | 
stock company for operettas, but 
among the half dozen similar projects 
the outfit at Dallas appears to vie 
with St. Loo, if not cop top honors. 
That especially goes for saiaries paid 





players in the Texas stand, said to be 
operating to excellent profits. Among 
other open air musical stocks the 
company in Los Angeles (Greek 
theatre, Griffith Park) is reported 





| 
| 
| 


|the Fair Park Casino, Dallas, which 


prospering, the only distinct flop in 
the field being at Atlanta. 

Gertrude Niesen is under contract 
for $5,000 to appear in “Roberta” at 


operated by the State Fair of 


























structive thought and action in the 
field of intergroup relations.” 


Atlanta Operettas 
Fold in 756 Flop 


Financial troubles of Atlanta’s first 
open-air operetta venture came to a 





climax Friday (18) when its per- 


|formance was abruptly called off 


and the audience, largest since the 








required from unions which have no 
contracts with employers. 
| One of the points Equity wants 
|clarified is the stand on Negro seg- 
regation in Washington’s -National 
ltheatre. If Equity should run afoul 
of the new law, in deciding that the 
actors are to boycott the theatre, 
there would be, it’s held, a logical 
reason for setting back its segrega- 
tion edict. If deciding not to with- 
draw on the segregation issue, 
Equity may lay itself open to in- 
junctive proceedings and _ possible 
damage suits. 
Control of Members 

Sought for clarification, too, ‘is 

whether Equity, under the new law, 
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Stewart Boosts Broadway ‘Harvey’ 
To $18,500, Otherwise Biz Spotty; 
Musicals Clicko, ‘Burlesque Red 976 


Appearance of James Stewart as 
replacement in the Broadway, “Har- 
vev” created a boxoffice surge, and 
business was virtually capacity for 
the comedy, including Saturday 
matinee, which sold out much in 
advance. Gross was close to top win- 
ter figures, and only reviewers, who 
sat in to gander the film star, kept 
takings from going higher. Critics 
were inclined to be somewhat critical 
but the popularity and fine per- 
formance of the filmite were con- 
ceded generally during the week, 
as Stewart improved steadily. 

Last week was one of continued 
heat, humidity and frequent rain, 
so business along Broadway was not 
improved, nor was it expe¢ted. Stock 
showing of “Rip Van Winkle” came 
a-cropper. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Dram1), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O. (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (25th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80); Somewhat 
over-estimated; last week was around 
$12,500, which is claimed to have 
bettered even break. ; 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(62d week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Easily 
the top show, and has been since 
opening; probably a few hundred | 
better than previous week, close to} 
$45,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (77th! 
week) (C-93;' $4.80). Approximated | 
$15,500 but that provides consider- | 
able profit for this long runner, | 
which will likely pick up soon. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (19th week) 
(M-626; $4.80). One of the three| 
leading musicals; only slightly af- 
fected, and figures to run well into 
new season; $42,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” Majestic (66th 
week) (R-1,659; $4.80). Moved here 
Monday (21) from National, where 
tekings approximated $17,000 last 
woek: scale lowered from $6 top. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th St. (28th) 
week) (C-290; $6). No change to, 
the capacity-plus pace of this mem- | 
ber of the musical “big three,” and 





th> eount wes $42.000 again. | quietly nuts. Lush $50,500 came_in 
Broadhurst | for initial frame. 
(CD-1,160; $4.80). Not | 


“Happy = Birthday,” 
(38th week) 
certain of goines through summer but 
is expected to pick up after July; 
a-ound $16.000 estimated. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (142d week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Weather or not, busi- 
ness jumped around $4,000, takings 
were quoted at $18,500; not much 
under capacity; entrance of James 
Stewart into cast accounts for un- 
usual jump in attendance. 

“Icetime .of .1948,” .Center . (8th 
week) (™M-2.994; $2.40). Holds to ex- 
cellent business, with skating revue 
figured to play well into new season, 
$29,000 qucted. 

“John .Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(24th week) (C-979; $4.80). Nearly 
six months for laugh show that is 
also slated into new season despite 
offishness this month; around $13,000. 

“Laura,” Cort (3d week) (D-1,064; 
$4.29). Low “rosser hasn’t fared much 
better but claimed over $5,000 with 
aid of two-for-ones. 

“Oklahoma!,” St. James 
week) Po 
new run leader to draw visitors in- 
dicates it will be around well into 
fall: eased to $21,500 last week. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (88th 
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For Long Term Lease 


(To Responsible People or 
WILL SELL) 
THE BEAUTIFUL 


El Patio Playhouse 


800 NEW SEATS 
7080 Hollywood Bivd. 


(Just 1% Blocks East of 
Grauman’s Chinese) 
WRITE — PHONE — WIRE 


H. E. WOOLEVER, Owner, 


At 3405 Finley Avenue 
Newport ‘Beach, Calif. 
Evenings: Phone Harbor 1498M 
Days: Beacon 5287 





| 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Around! 


| $12,000 quoted; that’s hardly profit- 


able operation for play of it’s type | 
but improvement anticipated. 

“The Medium,” and “The Tele- 
phone,” Barrymore (12th week) 
(M-1,064; $4.20). After slow start this | 
novelty also slated into autumn; | 
around $13,000, which provides some 
profit for miniature operas. 

“Voice of the Turtle,” 


appreach $7,000, and that 
to get three-person play by. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
(12th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). Some- | 
what better than indicated; takings | 
bit over $5,000. also two-for-oner. 


appears 


REVIVALS 
“Burlesque,” Belasco (30th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Around $9,500, 


which means ‘red operation, unless 
attendance improves may soon bow 


out. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert (26th 
week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Must pick 


up to stick; rated around $17,000; 
“Under The Counter” musical from 
London slated here in September. 





NEIGHBORHOOD 

“I Remember Mama,” Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. 

“Anna Luceasta,’ Windsor, Bronx; 
repeating again. 

STOCK 

“Rip Van Winkle,” City Center 
(2,962: $2.40): $5,000, first week; clos- 
ing this week. 


‘La. Purchase 


Wow 50466 LA. 


Los Angeles, July 22. 
Civic Light Opera Assn. opened 
its final presentation of the season, 
“Louisiana Purchase,” last week 
and box office crew at the Phil- 
harmonic auditorium started to go 





| “Blossom Time,” second of the 
' Greek Theatre’s season, opened last 
night (21) and Savoyards’ second, 
| “Patience,” bows tonight. Scheduled 
world preem of “Galileo,” starring 





| Charles Laughton, was postponed to 
| July 30. Producer T. Edward Ham- 

bleton operating under aegis of 
| Pelican Productions which first of- 
| fered “Skin,” announced that the 
| detail attendant on presenting the 
| 50-character, 13-scene play mecessi- 
| tated the delay. 

Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947” 
waltzed through the 265th frame 
with the usual $17,000 at El Capitan. 
At El Patio, Savoyards “H. M. S. 
Pinafore,” with curtain-raiser, “Trial 
By Jury,” which. opened Tuesday, 
kept house half-filled during week 
for $3,800. Greek theatre’s “Rose 
Marie” finaled with a _ building 
$39,000 to register $75,400 for sweet 
two weeks. 


Las Palmas, with “Skin of Our 


(M-1,505; $4.80). Power of | Teeth.” on moveover, played to SRO 


opening two nights last week (Fri. 
Sat.) to register a perfect $1,900 for 
start of new stand. Philharmonic 
Aud’s. “Louisiana Purchase” with 
original stars, William Gaxton, Vic- 
tor Moore, Vera Zorina and Irene 
Bordoni, saw possibility of equaling 
house record with building advance. 


‘Sunny’ Neat $27,000 
“In Week at L’ville 


Louisville, July 22. 


“Sunny,” Jerome Kern operetta, 
third in the current summer series 
'at Iroquois Amphitheatre, grossed a 
j neat $27,000 last week ending Sun- 
| day (20). Critics praised Gil Lamb, 
| Maur Cannon, Dick Smart and 
' Dorothy Keller in lead roles. 

“Vagabond King,” with Edward 
| Roecker and Marie Nash as singing 
| leads is bill starting tonight (22). 
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ASSURED FUTURE 


For a responsible man who has been 
accustomed to making $5,000 or bet- 
ter. One who has foresight enough 
to establish himself now in a nation- 
wide semi-professional business. As- 
signment as independent Marager to 
follow training period in Manhattan. 
Earnings while in training. 


Call MR. BATES for an interview 
MUrray Hill 2-0171 














Current Road Shows 


(Period covering July 21-Aug. 2) 
' “Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
| Hollywood (21-2), 
| “Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
| (21-2), 

“Call Me 
| Chi, (21-2). 
| “Carousel”—Shubert, Chi. (21-2). 
| “Dream Girl’—Royal Alex., To- 
ronto (21-26); Shubert, Bost. (28-2). 
| “Ff Remember Mama” — Lobero, 
Santa Barbara (25-26); Geary, Frisco 


Mister” — Blackstone, 














| (28-2). 





SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 


“Joan of Lorraine” — Shubert- 
Lafayette, Det. (28-2). 

“Love for Love”—Capitol, Ottawa 
(21-22): Savoy. Hamilton (24); 
Grand, London (25-26). 

“Oklahoma!”’—Nat’l, Wash. (21-2). 

“Private Lives’—Harris, Chi. (21- 
2). \ 
“The Red Mill” —- Opera House, 











Chi. (21-26); Cass, Det. (28-2). 





‘Okla. In Return ; 
To D.C. for 4 Wks. 


Washington, July 22. 


“Oklahoma” bowed into National 
past Monday (21) in a return four 
week stint here. Musical has re- 
opened the F Street house, town’s 
sole legit, which has been shuttered 
for lack of bookings since June 14, 
when “Lute Song” wound up. 





Since house was air-conditioned 
last season, and public interest in 
show appears high b.o. prospects 
look bright. 


Carousel's 386 





Chicago, July 22. 
No great change was registered 
here to relieve the almost static pace 


of last few weeks, just about every | . 6 
boxoffice experiencing slight dip | plays as The Great Name,” “Our | 
“Red Mill” picked | Wives, 


since last week. 
up to $25,000 due to final closing no- 
tices, it leaves for Detroit the 28th. 


$38,000. 

“Private Lives,” with Tallulah 
Bankhead, relights the Harris to- 
night (22), 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (21st | 


week) (1,334; $3.60). Managed to 
hold up to just about the same as last 
week with fair $14,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (10th 
week) (1,358: $4.80). Sunday per- 
formances helping this but midweek 
not so hot, $20,000. 

“Carousel,” Shubert (8th wk) 
(2,100; $4.80). Wednesday wasn’t too 
good but otherwise holding up as 
top grosser with $38,000. 

“The Red Mill,” Civic Opera 
House (8th week) (3,800; $3.60). 
Been busy with final takers before 
moving to Detroit next week. Upped 
take to $25,000. 


MARRIAGES 


Claire Gagnier to Raymond 
Dionne, Montreal, July 14. Bride is 
French-Canadian radiéd and concert 
songstress. 

Elsie Louise Helm to Charles 
Richard Lierley, Hollywood, July 19. 
He’s Technicolor executive. 

Edna Berger to Gerald Marks, Pt. 
Pleasant, Pa. July 18. Bride is 
organizer for Newspaper Guild; he’s 
a composer. 

Beverly Carroll to Lionel New- 
man, Beverly Hills, Cal. July 19. 
Bride is an actress and niece of Earl 
Carroll; he’s a musical director. 

Margo Woode to Bill Burton, Las 
Vegas, July 19. Bride is actress. 
He’s personal manager for screen 
players. 

Dorothy Michels to Richard Cooke, 
Los Angeles, July 28. Bride is traf- 
fic manager at station KFWB. 

Martha O'Driscoll to Arthur I. 
Appleton, Las Vegas, July 20. Bride 
is film actress. , 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Michael Higgins, son, 
New York, July 19, Father is legit 
and radio actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Miller, a 
daughter, July 17. Father is “Musical 
Clock” disk jockey at WFIL, Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. O’Hern, 
son, Long Beach, Cal. July 19. 
Father, is publicist with Margaret 
Ettinger agency. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Woods, son, New 
York, July 16. Father is songwriter, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules Schacter, son, 
New York, July 17. Mother is Joan 
Edwards, vaude-radio songstress; 
father is musician. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Sweetow, son, 
Chicago, July 13. Father is radio 
producer-writer at Malcolm How- 
ard Agency, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Glass, son, 
Los Angeles, July 16. Father is vee- 
pee of Screen Plays, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Diskant, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 14. Father 
is a cameraman at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank _ Sennes, 
daughter, Cleveland, July 16. Father 
is nitery booker in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Beetley, daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, July 11. Father 
is a film editor at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherburne J. Hutch- 
inson, son, Albany, N.Y., July 13. 
Father is manager of Warners’ Madi- 
son theatre in. that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Fanning, son, 
New York, July 16. Mother is 
Margaret Perry, former actress and 
daughter of the late Antoinette 
Perry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claude F. Fulks, 
daughter, San Antonio, July 2. He's 
engineer at station WOAI there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Bliss. Daughter, 
Los Angeles, July 19. Father is pro- 
ducer at Young & Rubicam Coast 











Agency. 


———— 


OBITUARIES | 


WALTER VONALDSON 
Walter Donaldson, 54, songwriter, 
died in Santa Monice, Cal., July 15, 
Details in Orchestras-Music section. 





HENRY KOLKER 


Henry Kolker, 73, stage and screen | 


actor, died July 15 in Los Angeles, 


a fall two months ago. His last screen | 


role was in the Charles Chaplin pro- 


2 a result of injuries sustained in 


duction, “Monsieur Verdoux.” 


Kolker’s greatest prominence was | 


e ¢ 2 tb | achieved on the stage where he made | 
. , le,” “ Morosco 1} S ] ] |his bow with a German stock com- | 
(71st week) (C-939; $3.60). Takings b] |pany in Milwaukee in 1894. Shifting 


to the English-speaking stage, he 
trouped with Ada Rehan, Bertha 
Kalich, Margaret Anglin, Alla Na- 
zimova and other yesteryear stars. 
On Broadway he appeared in guch 
“Our 


Children,” “Help 


| Wanted” and “Over the Phone.” His 


first film role was in “Don’t Marry,” | 
“Carousel” still leads the field with | produced by Fox in 1925, followed | 


|by scores of appearances on most of 


the major lots. 


He was a member of The Lambs | 


in New York and the Players Club 
in Hollywood. Surviving is his 
widow, Margaret. 





JACK MURPHY 


Jack Murphy, 86, vet vaude per- 
former and author of the Adam 
Sowerguy series in VARIETY many 
years ago, died at the Actors Fund 
home in Englewood, N. J., July 21. 
He had been a guest there since his 
retirement from stage. : 

Murphy had been in vaude for 
many years, teamed with various 
partners, but for the last 30 years 
he had been teamed with his wife, 
Eloise Willard, who survives him. 

Murphy & Willard had toured 
practically every vaude circuit in 
the U. S. and abroad in their stand- 
ard comedy act “Have a Doughnut.” 

His Sowerguy letters, published 





some 30 years ago in VARIETY, were 
in the show biz idiom, narrating 
comic incidents on family time cir- 
cuits and other entertaining data. 
Some years after the originals ap- 
peared, the series was reprised by 
VARIETY. 





KATHRYN CARVER HALL 

Kathryn Carver Hall, 41, former 
screen star, died at Elmhurst, Long 
Island, July 18. : 

Mrs. Hall, who was the former 
wife of film star Adolphe Menjou, 
had a meteoric career in Holly- 
wood after being educated at the 
Ursuline Convent, N. Y. 

She retired from films in 1934 
at the height of her career. 

First husband was Ira L. Hill, the 
New York protographer, After be- 
ing divorced from him in 1927, she 
was married to Menjou in 1928. 

In 1930, the strain of her film 
work and her strenuous social pro- 
gram brought on a nervous condi- 
tion which forced the actress to en- 
ter a sanitarium. 

* She was divorced from Menjou in 
1934 and two years later married 
Paul Vincent Hall, N. Y. broker. 





LOUIS G. SPECTOR 

Louis G. Spector, 26, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, press agent for Al- 
lied Artists Productions, died after 
a heart attack July .17, while being 
interviewed on WINN by announcer 
Ed Kallay. 

Spector, who was accompanied by 
Harry Newton, Strand manager, and 
four Indians, who arrived in town 
previous day for a promotion cam- 
paign on “Black Gold,” had just 
been asked by the announcer—to 
State his name, when he suddenly 
slipped from his chair and fell 
against the mike. The station was 
cut off the air for a few moments 
while the police emergency squad 
was called. 





MICHAEL CUPERO 

Michael Cupero, vet cornet soloist, 
who played with John Philip Sousa, 
Lew Dockstader minstrels and 
Creatore’s band, died July 16 in New 
Orleans. In recent years he was 
instructor of the Jesuit High school 
and the New Orleans Police Depart- 
ment bands. © 

He was also composer of “Jesuit 
ey Mater” and “Marche Pontifi- 
cat.” 

His widow, a son and two daugh- 
ters survive. 





DR. ARTHUR L. KOONTZ 


Dr. Arthur Lee Koontz, an ex- 
hibitor for nearly 35 years, died last 
week in New Martinsville, W. Va., of 
cancer. A practicing dentist since 
around the turn of the century, Dr. 





Koontz went into exhibition in 1913 


with the late E. B. Cupler, of Wash 
ington, Pa. whose daughter still 
operatés the Court there. 

At the time of his death, Dr. 
Koontz was in partnership with 
Bertrand Muhleman in the operation 
of the Lincoln and Temple in New 
Martinsville. The houses are oper. 
ated by Dr. Koontz’s son-in-law 
George Delich, former Univ. of Pitt 
football star, and Dr. C. A. One. 
| acre, Muhleman’s son-in-law. 

Surviving are widow and daughter, 

LT. HAROLD D. BANKS 

Lt. Harold D. Banks, who was on 

WB managerial staff in Pittsburgh 


before going into service, was killed 
recently when his plane crashed on 
|a flight to Luzon in the Philippine 
| Islands. Banks held a dozen hero 


|medals and ribbons as the result of 
| his war-time record with the 15th 
' Air Force in Italy. 

He leaves widow and an 11-month- 
old son, who were to have joined 
| him in the Philippines on Aug. 1 to 
| make their home there. 


| 





PAUL REVERE BAUGH 

Paul Revere Baugh, 52, an ac- 
cdunt exec with Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn, Inc., N. Y., ad- 
vertising agency, died July 19 at the 
home of friends in Babylon, L. I. 

Born in Terra Haute, Ind., he had 
been in advertising business the 
greater part of his life, having 
worked with Fuller, Smith & Ross 
agency, Cleveland, before coming to 
BBD&O. 

Survived by widow, father, sister 
and brother. 

FRANK D. FULLER 

Frank D. Fuller, 78, secretary- 
manager of the Mid-South Fair at 
Memphis for three decades until re- 
tirement in 1938, edied July 14 in 
Jonesboro, Ark. 

He became assiStant secretary of 
the Tennessee State Fair in Nash- 
ville and in 1910 took charge of the 
Tri-State Fair, which was to become 
the Mid-South Fair, in Memphis. He 
had also served two terms in the 
State Senate. 

Surviving are widow and daughter, 
BRANDON HURST 
Brandon Hurst, 81, character ac- 
tor who appeared on stage and 
screen for many. years, died in 

Hollywood last week. 

Born in London, he played 
“Charley” in original production of 
“Charley’s Aunt” and later in many 
other productions. Among films in 
which he appeared were “Seventh 
Heaven,” “Suez,” “Stanley and Liv- 
ingstone,” “The Blue Bird” and “If 
I Had My Way.” 








WILLIAM HUNZECKER 

William Hunzecker, 63, Pittsburgh 
backstage veteran, died in a hos- 
pital there last week. 

Beginning in 1932, Hunzecker had 
been stage manager for Stanley 
theatre, WB’s ace downtown Pitt 
house, and served until presentations 
were dropped few years ago. Since 
then he had been on staff as chief 


| electrician. 





MARGARET C. GOODMAN 

Margaret Campbell Goodman, 172, 
former midwestern newspaper 
woman, died at St. Vincent’s hospi- 
tal, N.Y., July 18. For a time she 
was a contributor to VARIETY. 

Mrs. Goodman had been in New 
York for many years and in her 
earlier years participated in stunts 
for publication purposes, one being 
deep sea salvaging. 





JENNIE KIMMEY 

Jennie Kimmey, 91, who became 
wardrobe mistress for the Corrine 
Opera Co. when she was 15, died 
July 12 at Scotia, N. Y. 
i A 

Miss Kimmey owned and operated 
a costume shop in Troy, N. Y., for 
more than 50 years. For years she 
was consultant to costumers in New 
York. 


HARRY B. McCLURE 

Harry B. McClure, 68, for 10 years, 
prior to his retirement in 1945, di- 
rector of Dept. o€ Agriculture’s m0- 
tion picture service and film librar- 
ian for the agency, died in Washing- 
ton July 17. 

Agriculture’s film library, one of 
largest in Government, bears his 
name. 








ALLAN KAMINACK 
Allan Kaminack, 23, manager of 
‘the Roxy theatre, Selkirk, Man. 
|was accidentally drowned while 
swimming near Yorkton, Sask. 
He is survived by his parents, 
i brother and sister. 
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Breadway 


Frances Faye bought As- 


Singer - home 

. r . 
bury rion Spitzer and Harlan 
hompson_ visiting from Coast. 


‘2 French bragging about a 
tnree-pound salmon he hooked in 
Maine. H 

‘s Terry Turner and larry 
pein: in Boston exploiting “The 
Night.” : x 
eenk Meserac, who audited 
Equity’s books for 30 years, passed 

J last week. nie 
edward L. Walton, Republic’s as- 
sistant sales manager, back in N. Y. 
after two-week swing through mid- 

rest. ; 
oat and Mary Gardner, former 
legit and vaude actors, in town from 
their Binghamton, N. Y., home for 

ksee. : 
2 aithough kitchen alterations dark- 
ened Sardi’s last week and this, the 
Juncheon at Sardi’s broadcasts con- 


inue daily. 
aon Marlowe and Betty Blake 
skipped issuing their Theatre In- 


formation Bulletin for two weeks 
while they vacationed. 

Shirley Graff, formerly on amuse- 
ment staff of The Mirror, and Hy 
Gardner, Broadway p.a. to collab 
on a Broadway column for PM. 

Theodore R. Kupferman, of _War- 
ners’ homeoffice legal department, 
named a member of the N. Y. City 
Bar Assn.’s copyright committee, 

Georgie Jessel in from Hollywood 
to help plug his 20th-Fox produc- 
tion, “I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now,” debuting at Roxy today (23). 

Al Brower, N. Y. field rep of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
planed to Miami over weekend to 
visit sister and huddle with AGVA 
rep there. 


Arthur Schwartz, of the law firm | 


of Schwartz & Frohlich, has been 
tapped for the post of chairman of 
the executive committee of the N. Y. 


City Bar Assn. 

Rose Bampton, Metop' soprano, 
planes Thursday (24) for Buenos 
Aires, where she'll sing in some 14 
operas at the Teatro Colon, Aug. 1 
through Oct. 10. 

Damon Runyon Memorial Fund 
night at the Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J., 
Monday (21), brought out guest ap- 
earances from George Jessel, Lou 
Postello, Eddie Davis, Myron Cohen, 
Betty Kean and Fay McKenzie. 

Barbara Day, daughter of E. L. 
McEvoy, short subjects salés man- 
ager of Universal, leaving United 
World Films publicity dept. to join 
Fred Astaire dance studios as pub- 
licity director. : 

Spyros Skouras chairmanned a 
luncheon for 70 persons of the en- 
tertainment and financial fields for 
the United Jewish Appeal at the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, yesterday 
(Tuesday). Barney Balaban, Para- 
mount president, and Attorney Gen- 
eral Tom Clark were among the 
speakers. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Harold (‘Best Years”) Russell in 
town to assist Veterans Administra- 
tion in an exhibit of devices for 
disabled. 

Local Variety Tent has added 
these members: Ken Clark, John 
Egan, Victor Orsinger and William 
Wagganan. 

_ Zasu Pitts, a smash hit last week 

in summer stock revival of “Late 

Christopher Bean,” feted at a party 

4 "per ome Newspaper Women’s 
ub. 

Cody Pfanstiehl has left Warner’s 
local publicity staff to become chief 
flack for WTOP-CBS, succeeding 
Carl Gebuhr, who goes on to sales 
department. 

Thomas A. De Veau, manager of 
Sheraton hotel here, has swapped 
places with James Patterson, man- 
ager of Sheraton’s Hotel Keystone 
in Pittsburgh. 

Bob Knight, ex of Horace Heidt’s 
orch, and currently W@L-Mutual’s 
‘Man Behind the Band,” a nightly 
firer, goes into Loew’s Capitol for 
& vaude stint on July 24. 

Fred | MacMillan, manager of 
Warner's Earle, did a video stint 
when he was pressed into service 
by a contestant in a scavenger hunt 
who had to turn “one live theatre 
Manager” into WTTG-DuMont. 

George Middleton, ex-Broadway 
Playwright and currently trade 
Specialist in international copy- 
Wright for Office of Alien Property, 
has had his autobiography published 


under title, “ i P 
Mine.” » “These Things Are 





Chicago 
.John Conte has left the cast of 
Carousel.” 


Claude Kirchner now doing com- 
mentator chores 
certs, 


Show Folks of America held their 
annual 
last week. 

Hilda Ohlin 

for October 
Hall. Paris. 
Bega Ruth Withers left for Holly- 
Cod after several weeks here with 
aughter, Jane, 

Al Jolson 
Oscar Levant 
Show for Kraft. 

Filmack Trailer Corp. purchased 
Prevue trailer negative library from 
Alexander Prevue Co. 

Ob Hope and Jerry Colonna ar- 


announced 


r signing 
for his new 


radio 


rived for huddles with their spon- 
sor on fail radio plans. 
Clark Dennis plays his first local 
engagement in five years at Hotel 
Sherman. beginning July 25 
The Variety Club’s annual golf 
tournament and dinner held at 
Westward-Ho Club, July 12. ° 
Eddie “Rochester” Anderson joins 
the Four Vagabonds and Red Allen 
at the Regal theatre for week. 
Ernie Burnett recuperating from 
injuries received in fall from horse 
during his rodeo performance. 
Sonja Henie here for second visit 
in two weeks, this time to witness 
middleweight championship bout. 
Mark Hellinger and Burt Lan- 
caster hosted press at luncheon and 
preview of their new release, “Brute 
Force.” at Civic Opera Building, 
Carl Sands will replace the Ray 
Lang orchestra as staff band at the 
Oriental theatre. Lang had been 
with the theatre almost 10 years. 
Toots Shor, Tony Martin, Bob 
Hannegan, Joe E. Brown, George 
Raft and Harry James had ringside 
seats at 
won crown. 
Marie McDonald, Joan Loring, 
Jane Weeks, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Lundigan, Mr. and Mrs. Kent Smith, 


and Mr. and Mrs. Andy Russell 
among film celebs flown in on 
maiden nonstop flight from Los 


Angeles, 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
Jose Ferrer and Harold Clurman 
in to gander Yardley. 
Donald Devlin signed for 
role in “Christopher Blake” at New 
Hope, Aug. 4. 





Elsie Morris, Philly radio .thesp, 
in for stay ‘at Ben Snyder's farm 
in New Hope. 


Jack Kirkland pounding on new 
play at Springtown; ditto Sam 
Raphaelson at Spring Valley. 

Princeton’s McCarter following 
New Hope this week with “Dear 
Ruth” and “Union” next week. 

Frank and Arlene Goodman, Joe 
Abels, Orrin Keepnews, Betty Balz- 


ert and Ernie Bushmillers in for 
weekend. 
Ken Nicholson to Clinton last 


week to catch Bert Lytell in “Ap- 
ple of His Eye,” first strawhat ver- 
sion of his play. New Hope mull- 
ing same bill with Wm. A. Lee. 
Margaret Mullen (Mrs. John Root) 
had to relearn role as femme lead in 
“State of Union” this week at Play- 
house. Since she understudied leads 
in N. Y¥. more than year ago, top- 
ical winner has been rewritten to 
fit front pages. Katherine Meskill 
and Marion Green, of Chicago 
“Union,” also in Playhouse troupe. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 
Graham Sisters into Fiesta Club. 
Bob Burns severed connections 
with Club 22. 
Pat Burke and Sylvia Rhodes into 
Kitty Davis’ July 23. 
Bob Johnson. singer, set for 
Blackamoor Room, opening July 25. 
Mel Murray, boogie woogie pian- 
ist, set for Olympia theatre, August 





Dick Buckley and Tony Bari 
head show at reopened Famous 
Door. 


Mickey Grasso planed to Havana 
to set new all-Latin show for his 
Club 22. 

B. S. Pully and H. S. Gump plus 
Beverly Brunelle in new show at 
Paddock Club. 

Patsy Shaw back into Copacabana 
show last Sunday (20). Come- 
dienne closed with the Georgie 
Price show last Wednesday. 

Benefit for Karyl Norman at 
Jewel Box took in close to $1,000. 
Vet impersonator recuping from seri- 
ous illness in Ft. Lauderdale, 


Amory Brothers set to follow 
Vagabonds into Clover Club on 
August 6. Vagabonds set for 15 
week run at mainland = spot in 
January. 

Ted Shapiro combining vacash 
with biz while here. Leaves this 
weekend for north and Sophie 
Tucker's Saratoga engagement. 


Meanwhile he’s attending to his real 
estate holdings on the Beach and in 
Miami. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Bill Osborn, Monogram rep, due 
to make New Zealand 
month. 

Miklos Gafni began concert season 
here for Australian 
Commission July 14. 

Hoyts holding important postwar 


nest Turnbull in Sydney. 


Sir Ben Fuller prexy 





appointed 


at Grant Park con- |of International Migration Service, 


}a voluntary setup to assist migrants. 
| Dave Martin in New: Zealand ar- 


Picnic at Caldwell Woods | ranging additional playing time for 


Stadium the night Graziano | 


title | 











looksee this | 


son | Stone trio 
Broadcasting | 


j 


| President, 


conference under leadership of Er- | 


Tivoli loop units over the Kerridge | 


leaving U. S. on July | chain. 
concert date at Pleyel | 


“Life With Father” 
| weeks’ run at Princess. Melbourne, 
'for Garnet Carroll. °“O Mistress 
Mine” in next. 

Wirth’s Circus doing okay biz on 


ithe road. Phil Wirth. now out of 
khaki. has taken over management 
i from sister Doris. 


Ketoet Tantri. known as “Soura- 
baya Sue.” due to her radio work 
from Sourabaya during the 
years, is visiting Sydney. 


winding 11 | 


war | 
i 


~~ 
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London 
Comedian George Clarke 


around $128,000, all to his wife. 


Celia Johnson and Patricia Burke 
are joining the Old Vic Company 


left 


| this autumn. 


Dennis Noble, English 
singer, is an expert cricketer and 
expects to play in several cricket 
matches this season. ? 

Sylvia Cecil replaced Muriel Bar- 
ron in dual starring roles in “Per- 
chance to Dream” at Hippodrome 
at its 917th performance. 

Most London niteries will close 
for two weeks starting on July 30. 
Only exceptions are the Milroy, 
Nightingale and Churchill. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., to do “I Re- 
member Mama” by John Van Dru- 
ten early in September in conjunc- 
tion with John C. Wilson. 

Ralph Lynn and Robertson Hare 
are to reunite in Ben Travers’ new 
farce which he has just»completed, 
titled “Outrageous Fortune.” 

Toots Camarata in town to make 
recordings of British vaudeville and 
musical comedy names for Decca, 
which will be released in U. S. 

Fred Emney will not be in the 
next month’s Casino bill for Bern- 
ard Delfont. He is holding over 
Jack Durant, owing to the hit he 
scored. , 

Arthur Lane, newcomer to show 
biz, is reviving “The Dubarry,” for 
which he has imported Irene Man- 
ning and John Hendrik from 
America. 

“1,066 and All That” being trans- 


opera 


ferred to Palace theatre from 
Strand on July 28, which makes 
third change of West End houses 


for play. 

Receiving Order in bankruptcy has 
been made against comedian Hal 
Monty in the High Court. Monty 
told reporters he intends to pav his 
debts in full. 

First theatre to change its mind 
over later evening opening hour is 
the Saville where “Noose” is play- 


ing to better business since it 
changed the time from eight to 
seven. 


Emile Littler will produced “Fin- 


ian’s Rainbow” at the Palace some- 4 


time in October with Arthur Sin- 
clair, who was originally wanted 
for the N. Y. production, to play the 
Albert Sharpe role. 

Don Leonardo and his Caribbeans 
opened at the Cocoa Nut Grove on 
July 14 for indelnite run. Given two 
television and radio broadcasts by 
the British Broadcasting Corp. 

Ramon and his orchestra from 
Embassy and Ciro’s clubs opens at 
Palm Beach Casino, Cannes, Aug, 2 
for summer season, This is first Eng- 
lish band to play France without 
any reciprocal arrangement. 

Abe Aronsohn off to Paris and 
Cannes for three weeks holiday and 
business. Will make arrangements 
to book Pierino Gamba, nine year 
old Italian symphony orchestra 
leader, now in Paris, for U. S. 

Another play from pen of the 
author of “Now Barabbas,” William 
Douglas Home is set to succeed it 
at the Vaudeville, Aug. 25. Comedy 
is called “The Chiltern Hundreds.” 
A. E. Matthews, Marjorie Fielding 
and Michael Shepley head the cast. 

H. J. Barlow, Birmingham busi- 
ness man, who recently acquired a 
long lease of Whitehall theatre from 
owner Lou Cooper, is closing deal 
for long lease of St. Martin’s the- 
atre. First play there will be 
“Bless the Bride,” recently tried 
out at Brighton and Croydon. 


Atlantic City - 
By Joe W. Walker 

Jean Goldkette still in at Hamid’s. 

Night club business spotty and a 
little below average. 

Sylvia Sidney at 
while playing at 
tre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tex Beneke at Had- 
don Hall during his engagement on 
Steel Pier, July 17-20. 

Celebrity Night drew 





the Claridge 
Auditorium thea- 


big crowd 


‘of “Power Without Glory,” 
John C. Wilson may do next season | 
with the Shuberts, visiting the Wil- 








will do “Ladies of Retirement” here 
in August. , 

Ward French, recuperating trom 
a broken leg, now getting to N. Y. 
office once weekly. — 

Henry Souvaine huddling with 
Fredric March and Paul Osborne at 
Newtown. 

Henry Morgan, Marta Linden and 
Katharine Bard judging booths at 
Yankee Doodle Street fair here this 
week. 

Michael Clayton Hutton, 


— 


author 


sons here. 

John Mills, Christie MacDonald, 
Billy Redfield, Mainbocher, Paul 
Feigay, Michel Mok, Gladys Swarth- 


out, Rose Franken, Mort Singer, 
James Melton, Danton Walker, | 
Frank Chapman, William Eythe, 


Martha Lipton and Ward Morehouse 
here to catch Tallulah Bankhead in 
“Private Lives.” 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Bill Kelly, WCAE.- praise-agent, 
gets his degree from Pitt U in Sep- 
tember. 





Priscilla Dodge a member of resi- 
dent company at Jennerstown, Pa., 


strawhat. 

Murray Minster, WJAS announcer, 
hospitalized at Mercy with a throat 
infection. 

Louis Kauffman, the newscaster, 
out of hospital after undergoing two 
operations. 

Derothy Guzan, “Miss Pittsburgh 
of 1945,” and her mother sailed for 
visit to Czechoslovakia. 

Al White’s father on from Phil- 
adelphia for a visit with the sum- 
mer opera dance director. 

Sally Starr, former stage and 
screen actress, will be coming back 
to the home town to live. 

Dudley Clowes, who acted the 
Scot in “Hasty Heart” at Playhouse, 
doing role in several straWhats. 

Al Golden, co-author of “A Young 
Man’s Fancy,” came home over 
weekend for visit with his folks. 


H. K. Brennen, who owns WJAS, | 
or. a flying trip to Europe with | 


Father Cox’s Lourdes expedition. 

Couple of Carnegie Tech drama 
grads, Ray Boyle and Gerry Jedd, 
acting at Barter theatre this sum- 
mer. 

Jenny Lou Law and Nancy Wible, 
who went to Cohasset for Charlie 
Gaynor revue, held over there for 
“Dear Ruth.” 

Billy Leach, formerly of local air 
waves, begins a new program next 
month over WBBM in Chi with Irv 
Kupcinet, the columnist. 


Stockholm 


By Sven G. Winquist 
Inga Landgre going back to Holly- 
wood in the autumn. 
Claes Goeran Gentele debuting as 
director with “Crime in the Sun.” It 





going to Hollywood. 

Swedish cameraman Hilding Bladh 
in Norway, photographing’ the 
French-Norwegian film about the 
atomic bomb at Rjukan. 

Danish producer Stig Lommer 
here, negotiating with Gustav Wally 
and Bengt Sterner about introducing 
a Danish show in Stockholm. 

“The Girl from the Marshcroft” 
filmed again, this time by Kungsfilm. 





at Hotel Chelsea on July 20 where | 


Pupi Campo is playing. 


Elliot Lawrence in Steel Pier 
ballroom July 21-26. Harry James 


comes in next week, Julv 26-30 with 
Carmen Cavallaro for July 31-Aug. 
2 week. 

Steel Pier vaudeville for week of 
July 27-Aug. 2 to feature “Hit 
Parade Revue,” with Jerry Wayne, 


Al Schenk, Coco Steve and Eddie. 
Martin and Florenz and Barbara 
Barrie. 


Playing at hotel spots are Louise 

and Jessie Griffiths at 
Jose Curbelo at Hote! 
Cal Gilford orchestra at 
Traymore and Jerry Shard wit 
Judy Roberts and Charlotte at May- 
flower. 


Shelburne, 


Westport, Conn. 
By Humphrey Doulens 
Theresa Helburn off to Maine. 


Edna Ferber entertaining the Max 
Gordons. 


Zamah Cunningham visiting the 
John Whartons. ; ; 
Bob and Peggy Lloyd into 


Charles’ Inn on the Norwalk line. 
Yul Brynner and Virginia Gil- 
more visiting the Richard Hallidays 


Henny Youngman weekending 
with Carl Eastman at Longshore 
Club. . : 

Estelle Winwood and Fritzi Schefl 


| 


| Sax, 


The silent film, after the novel by 
Selma Lagerlov, was a great guccess. 








———— 


House Reviews 





Apollo, N. Y. 


to emphasize the brass but neverthe- 
less are audience-pleasers. Kenny & 
Lloyd, two males in grey coats and 
black trousers, contrib standard hoof- 
ology routines. They solo and then 
team for comic terping to fair ap- 
plause. 

Reynolds* bass player Sid Gary 
croons a so-so “That’s My Desir€é” 
followed by a fast arrangement of 
“Old Man River” for strong returns. 
Count Le Roy, acro roller skate 
dancer, is a polished artist who does 
neat hoofing atop a small square 
table. While his footwork and agility 
in this routine are topflight, he steps 
off on to floor for some smash in- 
terpretations of Bill Robinson, Flea- 
nor Powell and the Nicholas Bros. 
Encores with imitation of the Condos 
Bros. whistles and palmwhacks. 

In closing spot, Jacquet’s outfit im- 
presses as one of the better smaller 
units that have played Apollo and 
similar stands. Impeccably dressed in 
lue trousers and light blue coats, 


boys are fronted by Jacquet. who 


sports a two-toned brown suit. Class is | 
the keynote of this group which com- | 
baritone | 


prise piano, bass, drums, 
tenor sax and two trumpets 
Opener is a hot blues followed 
“Robbins Nest” with Jacquet stand- 
out on solo. Arrangements leave 
plenty of room for improvising as 
in “How High the Moon” where 
rhythm section tees off, then number 
fades into the usual jammin’. “Bot- 
toms Up” is the blowoff.and Jacquet 
does it up brown in torrid sax solo. 
Close to hefty returns. 

Spider Bruce, John Vigal and 
Vivian Harris supply house's stand- 
ard comedy bit. Their efforts, per 
usual, meet with enthusiastic recep- 
tion. 


which | 


will be Alf Kjellin’s last film before 


Continued from page 43 =e 





by | 


Hollywood 

Al Jolson trained in from N. Y. 

Bill Lundigan in from New York. 

Sam Marks back from Broadway. 

Brenda Joyce to Acapulco, Mexico. 

Robert Cummings laid up with 
flu. 

Jack Cooper into Enterprise flack- 
ery. ° . . 

Harry Lubcke on vacation in Ore- 
gon. 


Bill Pine and Bill Thomas in from 
hy 





N. Y. 
Flo Browne laid up with pneu- 
monia. 

' Victor Mature on siesta in 

| Vegas. 

Howie Mayer to Chicago for three 
weeks. 
Jackie Cooper in from Colorado 

Springs. 

| Al Sloey recovering from 
surgery. 

William Burch recovering from 
surgery. 

Clarence Brown 
Honolulu. 

| Harold de Becker 

from surgery. 

Sol Siegel hospitalized for a phy- 
sical checkup. 

Adolph Zukor, II, in town for a 
summer siesta. 

Bob Hope returned from his Latin- 

American tour, 

Gene Autry to Ogden, 
| join his rodeo show. 
Jeanne Brown won 

“Miss Hollywood” title. 

' Arthur Hornblow, Jr., will sail on 
Queen Elizabeth Aug. 1. 

Billy Wilder sails for 

the SS Amepica July 29. 
Roy Disney checked in from RKO 

sales convention in N, Y. 
Al Hall started his 12th 
director on Columbia lot. 
David Jones in from England for 

publicity huddles at RKO. 

Mrs. Daniel O’Shea to Worcester, 

Mass., for father’s funeral. 

George “Gabby” Hayes to Cana- 
dian Rockies on fishing trip. 
Charles Boren returned 
desk after a week of illness. 
Jack Carson donated $5,000 to be 
used for drama scholarships. 
Ingo Preminger, Otto’s 


Las 


major 


returned from 


recuperating 


Utah, to 


the annual 
Europe on 


year as 


to his 


brother, 

joined Nat Goldstone agency. 

| George Jessel will emcee first four 

| days of California State Fair. 

| Frankie Hyers opens at Charlie 

Fo-'s valley nitery next week. 

Claudette Colbert to Lake Arrow- 

head to recuperate from. illness. 
Victor Saville leaves for England 

Aug. 3 for three-week vacation. 
William Elliott to Cheyenne for 

the world preem of “Wyoming.” 

| Dr. Harry Martin out of the hos- 

| pital and recuperating at home 

| Janis Paige named Coronation 

Queen for the Pan-American Ball. 

| Mischa Elman ogled production at 

| Metro as a guest of Frank Sinatra. 
James<-A. FitzPatrick to Mackinac 

Island for the annual yacht races. 
Herbert J. Yates and Vera Ralston 


to Cheyenne for “Wyoming” pre- 
miere. 
Jim Tully’s will left his estate, 


' valued “in excess of $10.000,” to his 
widow. 

Neil Agnew in town for sales con- 
fabs with Selznick Releasing Organ- 
ization. 

Richard Basehart to La Jolla ‘or 
the strawhat production of “The 

| Hasty Heart.” 

Gene Raymond reported for two 
weeks’ active service with Army Air 
Corps Reserve. 

Charles Hoffman taking four 
months’ leave from Warners to com- 
| plete new book. 

Lion Feuchtwanger back after 
huddles with his N. Y. publishers 

about “Proud Destiny.” 

Murvyn Vye checked in 
IN. ¥: for tole in 
| Yankee” at Paramount. 

Harold Nebenzal to San Diego for 
a three-week reserve training course 
at Marine headquarters. 

Edward Arnold and Lauritz 
chior to San Francisco for 
Bohemian Grove festival. 

Joan Fontaine broke two ribs in 
a fall from a horse while riding in 
the Santa Monica Mountains. 

Robert Montgomery named chair- 
man o” the International Rescue and 
Relief Committee’s Hollywood unit. 

Jay Richard Kennedy to Washinge 
ton for Government huddlés in con- 
nection with Columbia’s “Assigned 
to Treasury.” 

Frank Borzage will stage his third 
annual Motion Picture Golf Tourna- 
ment, Aug. 3, for Damon Runyon 
Cancer Fund. 

Jeffrey Bernerd cited by National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
for tolerance plea in his picture, 
“Black Gold.” 

Joseph Moskowitz in from New 
York to confer with Joseph M. 
Schenck and Darryl F. Zanuck on 
20th -Fox matters. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 
Cole Bros. Circus in on July 21 for 
| 3-day stand. 

Jim Castle, Paramount exploiteer, 
to Coast for looksee at studios. 

Joan Caulfield tossing out the first 
ball at Penny Ice benefit baseball 
game. 

Julia Lee and Baby Lovett re- 
cently back from Coast where they 
did 15 sides for Capital. 

Madaline La Dell, 
Skating Kellys ice troupe booked 
into Fairyland Park as extra at- 
tractions for hot months, 


from 
“Connecticut 


Mel- 
the 
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Charles Chaplin will bring you 
his greatest motion picture... 
“Monsieur Verdoux.” It is the 
fabulous story of a. modern 
French Bluebeard...it is some-’ 
thing you have never before 
seen on the screen. In “Monsieur 
Verdoux” there is a peculiar in- 
tensity of drama...an even more 
peculiar hysteria of laughter—and 
_ a Strange love story that hurts. 
But with all its strangeness... 
there is a pathos and beauty and 
richness—devoted to the love 
story that will haunt you until 
motion pictures are no longer 
made. The genius of Chaplin 
holds a copyright on his type of 
love story...a love story that will 
possess you, that will frighten 
you, that will stay with you as 
a lingering memory. Charles 
Chaplin has dared to create for 
your unforgettable entertainment 
the diabolical but amusing story 
once told in whispers—in whis- 
pers—the story of “Monsieur 
Verdoux”—the story of a modern 
French Bluebeard. Remember... 


in October: 
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